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Westfield Memorial Library:  April 2005 Events 
 

ADULT PROGRAMS  
 

April   1   at   1:30 PM      TGIF:  Marlon Brando - The Brooding Actor 
April   5  at 10:00 AM      Computer Class: Know Your Library 
April   8  at    1:30 PM      TGIF:  Thomas Jefferson’s World 
April 12 at 1 & 7:00 PM   Foreign Film - Last Kiss 
April 15  at     1:30 PM     TGIF:  History of Tea with Judith Krall-Russo 
April 19  at 10:00 AM      Computer Class: Investment Resources Online 
April 21  at    7:00 PM      Author - Dermot Quinn - Irish in New Jersey 
April 22  at    1:30 PM      TGIF: Russian Revolution 

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
 

April 5& 6 at  9:45 AM     Lapsit (ages 10-23 months) 
April   7 at  10:30 AM         Time for Tales (ages 3½ -5) 
April   9 at  10:30 AM         Author Jessie Lynch Frees 
April 12 at    9:45 AM         Lapsit 
April 13 at    9:45 AM         Lapsit 
April 19 at    9:45 AM         Lapsit 
April 19 at  10:30 AM         Little Listeners (ages 2 - 3½ ) 
April 20 at    9:45 AM         Lapsit 
April 25 at    1:30 PM         Time for Tales 
April 26 at    9:45 AM         Lapsit  
April 26 at  10:30 AM         Little Listeners 
April 27 at    9:45 AM         Lapsit 
April 29 at  10:30 AM         Time for Tales 
 

All programs are free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders; 
pre-registration or age restrictions may apply to some programs. 

Please call the Library for further information. 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield, NJ 07090  908-789-4090 

www.wmlnj.org 

Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Board Candidate

Trip Whitehouse Seeking
Second Term to SP-F BOE

By Gary McCready, Westfield School Board Candidate

BOE’s Technological Focus
Should Be On Curriculum

Westfield School Board Candidate

Bring Children Home Says
Candidate Ann Ormsby Cary

Trip Whitehouse

SCOTCH PLAINS — Trip
Whitehouse has announced that he
will seek re-election to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.
Mr. Whitehouse, a resident of the
district for 17 years, is married with
three children in the district.

Mr. Whitehouse received his un-
dergraduate degree in Ac-
counting from Rutgers
University. He also earned
a Master of Business Ad-
ministration Degree in
Corporate Finance. He is
the Division Controller for
a steel mill based in Perth
Amboy.

Mr. Whitehouse has
been active in youth sports
in town. He has coached
boys and girls house
league soccer for seven
years, travel soccer for two
years, Fanwood youth baseball for
six years, Scotch Plains baseball for
two years and the Street Devils street
hockey for one year.

“If I think I can contribute value,
I’m happy to give my time. I believe
as a coach I was able to add to those
programs and I also feel I’ve contrib-
uted to the district as a board mem-
ber,” said Mr. Whitehouse.

“I’ve found the past three years
serving on the board to be both infor-
mative and rewarding,” Mr.
Whitehouse stated. “The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district is a
strong one. Our parents and tax pay-
ers have come to expect excellence in
academics along with a well rounded
program that includes student clubs,
sports and the arts.”

He continued, “One of the difficul-

ties we are facing is maintaining our
quality educational base while not
pricing residents out of their homes.
Three years ago I made a promise to
vote in a fiscally responsible manner.
An examination of my voting record
will bear out that I’ve kept that prom-
ise. As a member of the finance com-
mittee for three years, chairing it this

past year, I’ve had the
opportunity to see in de-
tail how our dollars are
spent. Expenditures are
made on approved pro-
grams with care given to
the most cost effective
way to achieve results.”

Mr. Whitehouse noted,
“During the past few
weeks, as I’ve been pre-
senting the budget to the
public, I’ve heard many
good questions pertaining

to programs and expenditures. As
parents are engaged with their
children’s education, we can continue
to be successful.”

“I believe the three years I’ve served
on the board has allowed me the abil-
ity to understand the workings of our
school district. Combined with my
financial experience and voting record
of fiscal responsibility while remain-
ing student focused, I believe I can
continue to serve the district well.”

The school board election will be
held on Tuesday, April 19.

WESTFIELD — Almost 17 per-
cent of our children in the Westfield
schools are classified with special
needs. And 20 percent of our school
budget is spent on meeting those needs.
This is a large part of the overall bud-
get which might be significantly re-
duced if we stop sending our most
vulnerable children miles away for
services that we should provide right
here.

As a mother, I can only imagine the
pain of putting my child on a bus every
morning before mainstream children
even get out of bed. These are not our
strongest children and the additional
burden of a long commute should be
eliminated.

At a recent PTO meeting, Dr. Will-
iam Foley, the Superintendent of
Westfield Public Schools, said he
wanted to provide services for special
needs children in Westfield. He is start-
ing with a small program for five or six
autistic children in the fall. This is
great news, but it should be only the
beginning. We now send 117 children
out of district at a total cost of more
than $6 million a year.

While this is a substantial expendi-
ture, in my opinion, the real issue is that
we need to think of what is best for the
child. When we send them out of the
district, we prevent them from being
able to fully participate in the commu-
nity life of Westfield. For example, it’s
harder for them to form friendships
with neighborhood children because
they’re not in school together or to
participate in after-school activities
because they get home too late. We
need to provide adequate services for
these children in their home town.

I am calling for a feasibility study

to see if Lincoln School could be used
to provide services to eliminate the
need to send children out of district.

The Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission currently runs a
school at Lincoln. Some suggest that it
will cost $1 million to bring the build-
ing up to code and make it handi-
capped accessible. A million dollars is
a lot of money to invest, but currently
we are spending more than $1.3 mil-
lion a year in transportation costs alone
to send these students out of district. It
would be less expensive to provide
services for these children here.

There are many arguments to sup-
port bringing the children home to
Westfield. First and foremost, it is the
right thing to do for these children
and their parents. As these families
grapple with the complex difficulties
of meeting their children’s needs, they
should be helped by their community
- not removed from it. And for the
budget conscious among us, it makes
good sense.

WESTFIELD — When most
people think of technology and edu-
cation, it is usually the software their
kids will be using on the classroom
computers. As in many towns,
Westfield’s educational technology
has become much more varied, rang-
ing from PDA’s to presentation de-
vices, to possible fiber optics between
schools and long-distance learning
with the need to teach the students,
teachers and staff how to use all of it.

The board’s chief technological
focus should be on curriculum. The
basic way we learn is influenced by

technology, with Internet access giv-
ing our children an overload of infor-
mation they must be able to analyze,
edit and present. The board has set a
policy that all new curriculum revi-
sions should have a technology com-
ponent, but there is still a need to
improve the integration and use of
technology across courses, especially
at the intermediate school level. I
think our children should master word
processing, spreadsheet and presen-
tation software by the sixth grade
before going on to more interesting
topics such as Website design or digi-
tal photography.

Westfield was one of the first dis-
tricts to make school information
available on the Internet, and has re-
cently made good choices with the
Naviance college selection Website
and improved software to implement
the district’s own Website. But when
curriculum listings are several years
old on the Websites of Roosevelt In-
termediate School and Westfield High
School along with inconsistent infor-
mation on the elementary school sites,
the board needs to set policies for
updates and content. I would love to
be able to see homework assignments
or the course of study on-line for any
of my children’s classes.

Many parents’ first impression of
technology is what they see at back to
school nights or might read in an e-
mail. However, present computers in
kindergarten through second grade are
a hodgepodge of older hand-me-down
systems and those purchased by PTOs.

The district’s e-mail lists will often
reject messages or not send to certain
addresses without notice. The board
needs to consistently deploy comput-
ers at all grade levels and insure that
e-mail communications are reliable.

I have a variety of perspectives on
technology in education, as I’ve taught
computer programming in an elemen-
tary school and operating systems to
corporate employees. I have man-
aged technology for a number of fi-
nancial institutions, and I have de-
signed seminar series for technology
symposiums.

I have used that expertise as a vol-
unteer in the district, including coor-
dinating district-wide library com-
puter installations, evaluating the pro-
posals for the high school’s network
and updating the district’s technol-
ogy plan. If you elect me, Gary
McCready, I will continue that work
at the board level.

For more ideas, please visit
www.mccready.com.

  
   

      

     

                  

www.JonBramnick.com

WF Spring Fling Set
For Sunday, April 17
WESTFIELD – The 11th annual

Spring Fling street festival, sponsored
by the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, is set for Sunday, April
17, from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. in down-
town Westfield.

The downtown district is trans-
formed into a safe and fun family
festival. Over 300 vendors will be on
hand featuring a showcase of local
businesses and organizations, over 150
of the finest regional artists and crafters,
and a smorgasbord of delicious foods.

“Daisy Dollar” coupon promotions
will be provided and retailers around
town will have in-store promotions all
weekend long. Entertainment on the
Main Stage, located on Elm Street will
include highlights from the hit off-Broad-
way show, Tony n’ Tina’s Wedding. Re-
gional performers will include Hoi Polloi,
Buzz Universe, and Mistic Rein.

A pie-eating contest is scheduled
for the afternoon and is open to all
young people. On Quimby Street, the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Jazz Scene will entertain. Members of
the Westfield Art Association will ex-
hibit and sell their original art on “Art-
ists’ Row,” along Prospect Street.

In the KidsZone at East Broad Street
near the intersection with North Av-
enue, an array of inflatable rides, a
petting zoo, pony rides, and big rigs to
climb will be featured for children.
Other activities will include face paint-
ing and temporary tattoos, twisted
balloon animals and crafts.

Admission and parking is free.The
area will be closed to traffic including
Prospect, Elm, East Broad, and
Quimby Streets from 6 a.m. until 7
p.m. Visitors are encouraged to park in
the South Avenue train station lot.

For more information, contact the
WACC at (908) 233-3021 or visit
www.WestfieldChamber.com.

YWCA Sets Benefit
AREA -- The YWCA Eastern

Union County is holding a “Shower
for New Beginnings” to support their
new Transitional Housing Program
for women and children victims of
domestic violence. The shower will
be held on Saturday, April 9, at the
Schering-Plough headquarters in
Kenilworth at 1 p.m.  Proceeds of
the event will benefit the new transi-
tional housing program in Plainfield
scheduled to open in 2005.

For information, please call
Jennifer Vriens at (908) 355-1500
ext. 14.

Income Tax Day Nears
There are less than three weeks  until
Tax Day, April 15. The IRS has help
for New Jersey's 4.1 million indi-
vidual tax return filers. Visit irs.gov
or call toll-free 1-800-829-1954.


