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GETTING READY…Union County Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor (left)
speaks with Freeholder Chester Holmes (center) and Freeholder Vice Chairman
Al Mirabella during a recent meeting in preparation for TOPOFF3, the national
terrorism exercise to take place April 4-8.

County Surrogate LaCorte
Tells of Outreach Program

AREA — Union County Surrogate
James LaCorte met with a record
number of constituents in 2004 and
his office will continue to expand its
community outreach initiatives in
2005, the Surrogate announced last
week.

“Sharing important information
about wills, estates and related mat-
ters is a significant part of my job.
When people arm themselves with
the information they need, they are
better able to provide for their fami-
lies and their heirs,” Surrogate
LaCorte said. “I will continue to make
the Surrogate’s Office more acces-
sible and available to those residents
in need of our services,” Surrogate
LaCorte said.

The office is financially self-suffi-
cient. Its staff and services are prima-
rily funded entirely through user fees,
not tax dollars.

The Union County Surrogate’s Court
debuted three new brochures in 2004 to
assist residents with probate matters.
Also, the office instituted a new pro-
gram at the Union County Police Acad-
emy in which the Surrogate explains
the necessity of a Power of Attorney
and a Last will and Testament.

Also in 2004: Surrogate LaCorte
made 51 speaking engagements be-
fore community groups; held 107
evening-hours appointments and 38
home appointments for the
housebound. The Surrogate’s Office
saw 4,211 in-office clients.

“My office helps the public deal
with sensitive issues for family mem-
bers with a knowledge and profes-
sionalism that have set our office
apart,” Surrogate LaCorte said.

Surrogate LaCorte is available to
speak with community groups and
civic organizations as part of an ini-
tiative to better educate the public
about these important issues and re-
lated topics.

As the County Surrogate, Mr.
LaCorte is responsible for probating
wills and appointing executors, ad-
ministrators, guardians and trustees
of decedents’ estates, among other
constitutionally mandated duties.

Before being elected in 1999, Sur-
rogate LaCorte was an attorney in
private practice. Union County resi-
dents with questions about Probate
changes or related matters can call
the Surrogate’s office at (908) 527-
4280.

‘Crusades’ to Be Discussed
At Historical Soc. Meeting

WESTFIELD – “The History of
the Crusades” will be the topic of
Hassan (Sam) Mahmoud at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical
Society at noon, Wednes-
day, April 6, at B.G. Fields
Restaurant located at 560
Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Mr. Mahmoud will re-
late how, under the un-
founded belief Christians
were being persecuted in
the Holy Land, the Euro-
peans under the banner of
the cross, waged seven military cam-
paigns known as the Crusades against
the Middle Eastern countries, mainly
Syria, Palestine and Egypt.

Lasting over two centuries, from
1095- 1291, religious zeal unleashed
a frenzy of hate and violence unprec-
edented before the scourge of Genghis
Khan and the Fascist regimes of mod-
ern Europe. Over three million people,
on both sides, perished in those wars.
At the end of these misguided adven-
tures, most of the crusaders returned
to Europe while others settled in the

East and assimilated in their new home
becoming a part of the Middle East-
ern population.

Mr. Mahmoud came to the
United States 35 years ago
and is a 12-year resident of
Westfield. He serves on the
boards of trustees of both the
Westfield Historical Society
and the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra. He has been a
world traveler, author, lec-
turer and a student of the his-
tory and culture of many
countries around the world.
He studied and observed the

many wonders of his own native coun-
try, Egypt, and gave lectures there on
history, political science, Marine Insur-
ance and International Trade. In the
United States , he has published several
articles about history and politics in
local newspapers.

Regular attendees to the luncheon
will be contacted by a phone commit-
tee of the Society to verify their res-
ervations. Space permitting, others
may attend the luncheon by calling
(908) 233-2930 by noon, Monday,
April 4.

Sam Mahmoud

Union County Prepares For
Terrorism Exercise, TOPOFF3

AREA — The TOPOFF Full Scale
Exercise (T3 FSE) will take place
from April 4-8, and involve more
than 10,000 participants represent-
ing more than 200 Federal, State,
local, tribal, private sector, and inter-
national agencies and organizations
and volunteer groups. The FSE offers
agencies and jurisdictions a way to
exercise a coordinated national and
international response to a large-scale,
multipoint terrorist attack. It allows
participants to test plans and skills in
a real-time, realistic environment and
gain the in-depth knowledge that only
experience can provide.

The TOPOFF 3 scenario will depict
a complex terrorist campaign and drive
the exercise play through the home-
land security system, beginning in Con-
necticut and New Jersey, and leading
to national and international response.

Over the course of several days,
fire personnel will conduct search
and rescue, hospitals will treat the
injured (played by role players), sub-
ject-matter experts will analyze the
effects of the attack on public health,
and top officials will deploy resources
and make the difficult decisions
needed to save lives.

An internal Virtual News Network
(VNN) and news website will pro-
vide real-time reporting of the story
like an actual TV network would. The
mock media will keep players up-to-

date on unfolding events and enable
decision makers to face the challenge
of dealing with the real world media.
Only participating agencies can view
the VNN broadcast

There will be five venues: Inter-
agency, Connecticut, New Jersey,
United Kingdom and Canada. The
New Jersey scenario involves a simu-
lated biological attack in Union and
Middlesex Counties. The Connecti-
cut scenario involves a simulated
chemical attack in New London.

A member of

What do you call a miracle?
We call it the Cyberknife.
Virtual surgery that can treat even 
inoperable tumors.
Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor.  Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painlessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That’s the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body.  And because it’s
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time.  Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our
commitment to your health.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

www.sg-cpas.com
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Codey Signs $1.3 Mil. Bill
To Remove Infested Trees

TRENTON – Acting Governor Ri-
chard Codey on Monday signed into
law legislation (S-2314) by state Sena-
tor Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22), which
provides $1.3 million in federal fund-
ing to remove thousands of trees in
Central Jersey that have been infested
by Asian Longhorn Beetles.

“This money will save thousands
of trees from the devastation caused
by the invasion of the Asian Long-
horn Beetle in Central Jersey,” said
Senator Scutari. “If we don’t get this
Asian Longhorn Beetle infestation
handled quickly and thoroughly, the
lumber industry throughout the na-
tion could be severely impacted.”

The funding, awarded by the United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), will be dedicated to assist-
ing in the eradication of the Asian
Longhorn Beetle. The beetles attack
and kill maple and other hardwood
trees, and in order to stop the spread
of the beetles, the infected trees must
be cut down.

“It is unfortunate that we need to
cut down all of these trees, but that is
the only way to contain the infesta-
tion,” said Senator Scutari. “The

beetles have no natural predator in
the United States, and no pesticide
has proven effective against them. So
far, the most effective way to ensure
that we eradicate this pest is to check
areas where they have been spotted
and cut down and chip any trees that
are infested before they have the
chance to spread their destruction.”

USDA officials believe that the
Asian Longhorn Beetle entered the
United States inside wood packing
material that came from China. They
were first discovered in the U.S. in
Brooklyn in 1996.

“The wood chips that come from
the removed trees are used as fuel at
a local trash-to-steam plant. In addi-
tion, all infested trees will be re-
placed with new trees that are far less
susceptible to Asian Longhorn Beetle
attacks, through the state’s Commu-
nity Forestry Program,” Senator
Scutari said.

In Middlesex and Union counties,
workers must remove about four or
five thousand trees before June 1. It is
necessary to get the work completed
before the re-emergence of the beetles
in the spring.

Space Telescopes
Subject of Meeting

CRANFORD — Amateur Astrono-
mers Inc. will conduct its monthly
membership meeting on Friday, April
15, at 8 p.m. in the Lecture Hall of the
Nomehegan Building at Union County
College located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

A free lecture will be presented,
which is  open to the public on “Next
Generation Space Telescope” by Dr.
David Spergel. Dr. Spergel is an astro-
physicist at Princeton University.

Following the lecture, members and
guests will be invited to the nearby
William Miller Sperry Observatory.

Refreshments will be served. For
more information, please call (908)
276-STAR or visit www.asterism.org.


