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Westfield Community Center News

Happy Birthday Mr. Brown
By SASHA SCHWARTZ

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The fact that Wallace
Brown happens to be our president and
on the board of directors, I may as well
start with his history, especially since he
has been intertwined with the Center
since childhood.

Mr. Brown was born in Westfield and
graduated from Westfield High School
in 1951, and enlisted in the U.S. Marines
Corps in January of the same year. He
served in Korea from 1952 to 1953 and
was awarded a letter of commendation
with Combat V for services performed
with G-2 Intelligence Section, First Ma-
rine Division F.M.F. Pacific, while on
duty in Korea.

In 1954 he was employed by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service as a clerk and ad-
vanced to Tax Technician, Internal Rev-
enue Agent. He retired as a Treasury
Law Enforcement Special Agent in 1986.
During the 1968 Presidential Campaign,
Mr. Brown was detailed to the U.S.
Secret Service assisting in the protec-
tion of Hubert Humphrey. Since 1993
Mr. Brown has been employed as an
auditor for the State of New Jersey,
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development. (What a remarkable man!)

Mr. Brown’s great-uncle, Charles
Wallace Mulford, was a founding mem-
ber of the Community Center in 1935
when it was called the Toy Lending
Library. At that time, used toys were
refurbished for children and given to
those who couldn’t afford new ones. It
was located at 462 West Broad Street,
just two blocks from its present loca-
tion.

The Center is always bubbling with
ideas and activities under the adminis-

tration of Thelma May Smith, along
with her capable staff of Rosalyn and
Ruth. The Center plans many activities
for children and seniors. For children,
there is an after-school program from
2:30 to 6 p.m., five days per week. The
program provides homework supervi-
sion, crafts and games, and hot lunches.
The summer takes on a camp-like atmo-
sphere with swimming, sports and trips
that are fun as well as educational. Since
Thelma has been at the helm (about two
years) attendance in the after-school pro-
gram increased from 11 to 30 children.

The Senior Program consists of small
groups of bridge and pinochle players;
an electronic keyboard is available for
those who are interested; one day sew-
ing classes with Isadora; a four-day bal-
anced exercise program adaptable to the
individual; as well as arts and crafts to
motivate the mind and body. Ceramic
and computer classes will resume in
April. Hot lunches are served five days
a week, courtesy of Union County.

In addition to being the coordinator,
Rosalyn drives the bus so we can go on
outings for shopping and lunch every
Friday. The bus is also used to pick up
children who attend the Center’s after-
school program. Our little bus is tired
and gets sick every so often.

The reality is that we need a second
bus, but due to insufficient funding there
is no grant in sight. Without reliable
transportation the Center cannot oper-
ate adequately. Our building also needs
constant repairs. What we need is a
“Miracle on West 558 Broad Street.” No
wonder Thelma can’t sleep. Pray with
me for a miracle.

Our motto is: The fellowship of the
world begins in one’s neighborhood.

invite you to enjoy the comedy of

JON BRAMNICK
ASSEMBLYMAN &

FUNNIEST LAWYER IN N.J.

1601 Irving Street, Rahway NJ

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer
279 Watchung Fork, Westfield, NJ 07090

For tickets & information call:
Michelle Meropol: 908-322-7000 ext. 17

with Senator Tom Kean, Jr.  6-7pm  $250.00

Thursday April 7th, 7pm

Kevin Israel, Lisa Landry
Rodney Lainey & Mark DeMayo

with professional comedians

Tickets: $60.00

VIP COCKTAIL RECEPTION

Speeding Cited By Residents
As Concern at Intersections

By DAVID DANESE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Speeding motor-
ists represented the primary concern
among those in attendance at last
Wednesday’s community outreach
meeting, the second in a series of two
sponsored by the Town Council’s Pub-
lic Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee and the Westfield Citizens’
Traffic Advisory Committee.

In particular, residents pointed out
the tendency for drivers to accumu-
late speed along North Avenue,
Lawrence Avenue, and Elm Street,
creating unsafe conditions at the prob-
lem areas under discussion.

Gordon Meth, a traffic engineer for
the consulting firm of Keller &
Kirkpatrick, which has been hired by
the town to develop a traffic safety
improvement plan, was on hand to
guide the discussion and gather input
from residents.

In the meeting’s opening segment,
which dealt with the intersection of
Tuttle Parkway and North Avenue,
the central problem was identified as
a combination of excessive speed and
high traffic volume.

Mr. Meth reported that at peak
times, 1,200 cars per hour travel along
North Avenue, leading to excessive
delays for drivers attempting to cross
North Avenue at Tuttle Parkway.

Furthermore, according to Mr.
Meth, the problem is compounded by
the lack of adequate street lighting
and the presence of view-obstructing
hedges at the intersection.

From there, the discussion moved
on to traffic safety in the area around
Franklin School, with the predomi-
nant issue being speeding vehicles on
Elm Street and Newton Place. New
Jersey Transit’s No. 59 bus received
particularly harsh criticism for regu-
larly traveling at excessive speeds on

Elm Street, and attendees reported
that the speeding problem was exac-
erbated by the absence of speed limit
signs on Elm.

Also causing concern was the clog-
ging of roads around Franklin School
during drop-off and pickup hours.
Resident Christine Serratelli com-
plained that cars parked on Watchung
Fork during pickup times consistently
make the street impassable to two
way traffic.

Drawing a contrast to the situation
at Watchung Fork, Mrs. Serratelli
went on to praise the school crossing
guard for vigilantly enforcing park-
ing restrictions on Elm Street, stating
delightedly, if somewhat hyperboli-
cally, “you cannot [park and] get out
of your car or that crossing guard will
kill you.”

The meeting closed with a ses-
sion in which residents discussed
problems on Lawrence Avenue at
its intersections with East Dudley
Avenue and Walnut Avenue. While
the speed of traffic along Lawrence
as a whole was cited as a concern,
the majority of the discussion dealt
specifically with problems at
Lawrence and Dudley.

As the intersection is currently set
up, cars on Dudley Avenue have the
right-of-way, with Lawrence Avenue
motorists encountering stop signs in
both directions. According to Mr.
Meth, this fact, combined with the
heavy volume of traffic moving along
Dudley during peak hours, has made
the intersection of Lawrence and
Dudley exceedingly difficult for driv-
ers on Lawrence Avenue to cross.

Also contributing to the danger at
Lawrence and Dudley, residents
claimed, is the fact that cars on
Lawrence frequently fail to obey their
stop sign, making it, in the words of
resident Maureen Rothfelder, “almost
impossible for kids to cross at that
intersection.”

Another factor complicating navi-
gation of the intersection is that
motorists seeking to travel straight
across Dudley on Lawrence often
pass along the right-hand side of
drivers attempting to turn left onto
Dudley, in the process obstructing
the view onto Dudley for those left-
turning drivers.

ASK FOR 
INSTANT COLOR™

PLANTS!

Looking for a brand of high quality plant
products that will bring immediate color and
excitement to your gardens? Search no further
as Instant Color™ has arrived!

Our Instant Color brand of products is made
up of a wide variety of distinctively better
plants in an assortment of containers. Instant
Color was developed to meet the high
expectations you have when planning and
planting a beautiful garden to enhance your
home and neighborhood.

If you are a serious gardener or just getting
started, ask for Instant Color. You too will see 
the advantages and the unparalleled beauty
of Instant Color.

w w w . i n s t a n t c o l o r p l a n t s . c o m

Instant Color Plants deliver variety, quality and excitement. 
Available now at your local garden center.

Visit our web site or see these participating garden centers:

TM

SANGUILIANO GARDEN CENTER

2600 Route 22 East

Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

(908) 232-9030

SUMMIT PLANTS & FLOWERS INC.

375 Route 22 East

Springfield N.J. 07081

(973) 467-9114

WILLIAMS NURSERY

524 Springfield Avenue

Westfield, N.J. 07090

(908) 232-4076

By Westfield School Board Candidate Steve Dorry

eBooks In The Classroom
Would Save District Money
WESTFIELD — From the tele-

phone to the printing press, techno-
logical innovation has always led to a
more efficient and cost-effective means
of accomplishing tasks. The advent of
the computer and technology and its
inevitable integration into our educa-
tion system is no exception.

The prospect of introducing elec-
tronic textbooks on laptops and eBook
reading devices in our schools has
many practical advantages. Experts
predict that eBooks will become
mainstream over the next five years,
not as a replacement but as a supple-
ment to classroom instruction.

Digital technology offers the prom-
ise of an improved teaching and learn-
ing experience. Students will have
instant access to lesson notes and
related digital curricular resources
through a secure, structured online
environment. Access to this technol-
ogy will develop and hone research
skills. Extended communication can
be attained through individual access
and communication, interaction with
tutorial support and subject experts.
Students can engage in online dis-
cussions and peer group activities in
a collaborative learning environment.

Teachers can use digital technol-
ogy to distribute homework assign-
ments and reading lists, hand out
course notes and lesson plans, and
replace a variety of other printed docu-
ments by “beaming” a document to
the student’s handheld device.

Students can start an assignment at
school on a desktop, transfer it to a
handheld and finish it at home on the
family computer. Assignments can
be stored, submitted and accessed
online, enabling real collaboration.
Digital textbooks allow for electronic
bookmarking and highlighting, key-
word searches, electronic mail, links

to Web resources for the subject topic
and ways for teachers to customize
information for their classes.

Digital textbooks are significantly
less expensive than printed copies
saving the school district money. Digi-
tal publishing companies can create
supplemental curriculum materials
and manuals that can immediately be
downloaded, forever ending the prob-
lem school districts face with out-
dated textbooks. Administrators can
create school-related handbooks,
manuals and other materials. Parents
can access their child’s progress at
school online.

The emergence of e-textbooks over
the over the next few years means an
end to carrying overloaded 20-pound
backpacks to and from school. School
libraries will become virtual libraries
where students can checkout books
by downloading them virtually elimi-
nating the need and costs associated
with maintaining library facilities.
Interactive textbooks integrating
sound and video will make learning
more enjoyable. The possibilities with
digital technology are endless.

As with any new technological ad-
vancement, there is always a contin-
gent of people who are hesitant about
adopting new technology and I agree
that adoption of programs to intro-
duce digital technology in our schools
must be done in a controlled and
measured manner.

However, we also need to embrace
the vast possibilities and opportuni-
ties that a measured integration of
digital technology into our schools
will reap for our children. As a mem-
ber of the board of education, I pledge
to work with the school district in
further exploring technological ini-
tiatives to further enhance the learn-
ing experiences of our children.

Sheriff Tells of His 2005
Agenda and 2004 Record

COUNTY — The Union County
Sheriff’s Office said it provided more
than $3.5 million in taxpayer savings
to local communities in 2004 while
meeting all of its budget objectives.

Sheriff Ralph Froehlich highlighted
savings from key initiatives, including
the Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Pro-
gram (SLAP) ($1.2 million) and the
Municipal Transport Program
($557,057). Both programs showed
increases in revenue from 2003 fig-
ures.

SLAP is a voluntary alternative to
incarceration for nonviolent offend-
ers. Participating offenders assist com-
munities in cleaning streets and parks
and work on other worthwhile projects
under law-enforcement supervision.

Offenders with special skills – for
example, from carpentry to computers
– can put their talents to work while
serving their sentences in the SLAP
program. In 2004, SLAP offenders
worked a total of 3,586 labor days
while avoiding costly incarceration.

The Sheriff’s officers handle the
transportation of prisoners between

local lockups and the County Jail and
Courthouse. Local police departments
are spared the expense. The Sheriff’s
Office handled 8,183 municipal and
court transports in 2004.

Key initiatives for the Sheriff’s
Office in 2005 will include: Coordi-
nating Homeland Security resources
and terrorism-prevention tools in co-
operation with federal, state and lo-
cal officials, as well as the private
sector; Providing modern, profes-
sional criminal and arson-related
crime-scene investigation to law en-
forcement agencies throughout
Union County; Enhancing the level
of security throughout the Union
County Complex with improved
training and increased focus on park-
ing areas and satellite offices in or-
der to create a safer atmosphere for
workers and visitors; Completing an
upgrade of the County pistol range,
for use by law-enforcement person-
nel from throughout the County; Pro-
moting an understanding of the
Sheriff’s Office and its role in the
community.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BASKETBALL EXPERTS...Ryan, Jackie and Jerry at Hershey’s Delicatessen in
Westfield claim they correctly picked the Final Four in the NCAA Basketball
Tournament, and that they’re going with Illinois to take it all. Pictured above,
from  left to right, are: Ryan Mann, Jackie Williams and Jerry Lipshitz.

- USA Synicated News Radio

Medical Hypnosis

is my

Primary Specialty

• Performance Enhancement - career, school, sports, arts

Mountainside, NJ & New York, NY

www.MedicalHypnosis.info    908-301-0039

Dr. Ron Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H., C.Ht.

Board Certified #H14674  Registered & Insured

Affiliated - Columbia University Medical School

Member - American Board of Hypnotherapy

Member - International Association of Counselors & Therapists

Member - American Board of Professional Hypnotherapists

Senior Editor - Case Studies in Medical Hypnosis

Guest Lecturer - Cornell, NYU, Mt. Sinai, St. Barnabas, Overlook

AMA-approved.  Drug-free.  Risk free.
I help over 1,200 people each year, one at a time.

• Weight Loss
• Anxiety

• Eating Disorders
• Panic Attacks

• Substance Use
• Cutting

• Fears
• OCD


