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Devil Hoop Boys Overcame
Many Obstacles to Succeed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raiders Mineo Places Seventh, Fabiano Eighth
At NJSIAA Wrestling Championships

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

scoring a second-period takedown and
following with a pin in 3:25 over
Mark Fersa of Saddle Brook in the
preliminaries. He seemed to really
turn it on after being penalized.

“He (referee) said I was grabbing
his fingers. I was just trying to get him
off my head. Afterwards, I said, ‘I
need to go.’ I worked an underhook,
doubled it up, saw he was on his back
and went right up to the half,” Fabiano
explained. “The coaches were telling
me I had to take the shot. I believed in
what they said and I went.”

“His first period he’s just hanging
out, checking things out but once he
gets a penalty point, something that
makes him angry, he motivates him-
self inside and picks it up,” said Coach
Scholz.

In the pre-quarters, Fabiano faced

30-1 Mike Goff of Monroe. After be-
ing taken down, he escaped and added
his first step-through takedown to carry
a 3-2 lead into the second period. Goff
got a reversal then Fabiano escaped
and added another step-through
takedown but Goff reversed with two
seconds left in the second period to tie
the bout. Fabiano escaped in the third
period to win, 7-6.

“He was a great wrestler. I worked
my shots. I never gave up. I put all my
heart into those moves (step through
takedowns),” said Fabiano.

In the quarterfinals, Fabiano was
caught in a cradle in 3:59 by eventual
state champion John Price of Wash-
ington Township but rebounded in
the wrestlebacks to score a dramatic
fall in 5:58 over Eric Sewell of
Hackensack to assure at least an

eighth-place finish. After missing a
Japanese throw down, Fabiano trailed
4-2 entering the third period. Fabiano
scored a nearfall to take the lead but
Sewell reversed to regain the lead.
Fabiano escaped, was taken down but
escaped again and used a driving foot-
ball tackle takedown to drill Sewell to
his back and end the bout.

“I’m so excited. Coach told me I
had to make a decision, coming off a
loss where I got cradled. I had to do
what I had to do. I was down. I was
not giving up and I went for the
takedown,” he said.

District 11 champion Rahway had
a very successful tournament, claim-
ing two state champions and a sixth
place.

In a rematch of the Region 3 tour-
nament, sophomore Ryan Wilson
decisioned Billy Ashnault of South
Plainfield, 3-0, for the 112-lb state
title. Wilson scored a takedown mid-
way through the first period then
added an escape. Defending 119-lb
state champion Darrion Caldwell
made it look easy breezing through
the brackets until he defeated Bryan
Tracy of Paulsboro, 9-5, scoring four
takedowns and an escape, to claim
the 130-lb title. Heavyweight Andre
Neblett won two bouts before being
defeated in the quarterfinals then
added two more victories en route to
a sixth-place finish.

Also in a Region 3 rematch,
Delbarton’s Mike Grey seized his third
state crown by defeating Jimmy Conroy
of South Plainfield, 9-4, in the 119-lb
finals. Conroy had won the 103-lb title
in 2004. Shane Mallory of New Provi-
dence fell short, 8-5, in the 189-lb final
to Winslow Township’s Vince Jones,
last year’s 171-lb champion.

2005 STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS:
103: — Ryan Fikslin (Roxbury) d Steve
Fallon (Old Bridge), 5-3, 2 OT
112: — Ryan Wilson (Rahway) d Billy
Ashnault (South Plainfield), 3-0
119: — Mike Grey (Delbarton) d Jim
Conroy (South Plainfield), 9-4
125: — Frank Molinaro (Southern Re-
gional) d Jordan Burroughs (Winslow
Township), 2-1, 2 OT
130: — Darrion Caldwell (Rahway) d
Bryan Tracy (Paulsboro), 9-5
135: — Nick Orio (Eastern) d Dave
Greenwald (St. Mary’s Rutherford), 7-3
140: — Dan Vallimont (Jefferson) md
Corey Bleaken (Clifton), 10-1
145: — Tom Fazio (Lakeland) md Tom
Scotton (Willingboro), 13-2
152: — Andrew Flanagan (Bound Brook)
d Alex Caruso (Watchung Hills), 8-5
160: — Scott Griffin (Eastern) Randy
Moore (Camden Catholic), 6-4, OT
171: — Mark Peiffer (Overbrook) d Jeff
Sicialiano (Ocean Twp), 9-2
189: — Vince Jones (Winslow Twp) d
Shane Mallory (New Providence), 8-5
215: — Dave Zabriskie (High Point) d
Ian McCleaf (Pemberton), 5-1
Hwt: — John Price (Washington Twp) p
Rob Ragona (West Milford), 3:47

Power was, “a big surprise. We
knew he was strong and could re-
bound, but he gave scoring pop even
up against the opponent’s big play-
ers,” stated Everly.

Power led the team with 146 re-
bounds, had 21 steals, 50 assists and
210 points, with a 53 percent shoot-
ing average from the floor.

Hearon was the chief thief with 32
steals and was second in rebounds
with 91.

“He was a role player. We moved
him from guard to forward. He did all
the dirty work. He usually played
against opponents’ best forwards and
guards. He had to play against bigger
players over 6-1,” said Everly.

Junior forward Josh Gerckens led
the team in taking charges with 10
and pulled 60 rebounds while junior
Tom Bottini led the team in shooting
from the floor with 61 percent. Junior
Terron Rogers, who missed the first
seven games due to a broken hand,
led the team with an 84 percent free
throw average.

Sophomore guard Tom Bonard
bucketed 151 points, led the team
with 101 assists and was 29-42 (69
percent) from the line.

“Basically, he ran the show for us.
He was our main cog when we turned
our season around,” said Everly.

Venezia was second in scoring with
181 points (33 percent from the floor),
hit 27-35 (77 percent) from the line
and was second with 23 3-pointers.

The Blue Devils have qualified

for the playoffs three out of the last
four years, which has not been done
since the 1972 to 1975 era. If the
Blue Devils have a winning season
next year, it would be the first time
since 1972 that they would have
put together three straight winning
seasons.

“We played eight guys who got
quality time this year. That will be a
good influence with some of the JV
guys who did well. It looks good. If
people work on the off-season, we
should be able to keep up with any-
body in the conference,” Everly said.

Four WF Laxers Join
Susquehanna Squad
SELINSGROVE, Pa. – Four

former Westfield High School
boys lacrosse players are expected
to be in the thick of the action for
the Susquehanna University
men’s lacrosse team this spring.
With the addition of a strong fresh-
man class, the Crusaders have
great expectations of qualifying
for the Middle Atlantic Confer-
ence (MAC) playoffs.

Sophomore Dan Kotch, who was
named second-team All-MAC last
year, is expected to start in goal.
Freshman Taylor Hogarth is a po-
tential impact player at midfield
while JJ Sobala and Rich Brautigam
will compete at long stick midfield.

Fred Lecomte (February 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A ROLE PLAYER WHO DOES ALL THE DIRTY WORK…Blue Devil senior Billy Hearon, No. 21, assumed the role of
playing against opponents best forwards and guards. He had to play against bigger players over 6-1

Fred Lecomte (February 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOPHOMORE WHO COULD RUN THE SHOW…Blue Devil Tom Bonard, No.
3, “was our main cog when we turned our season around,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Kevin Everly.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SEEKING TO BE THE CRÈME DE LA CRÈME…Raider senior heavy weight
Marc Fabiano, top, lifts Mike Goff of Monroe off the mat en route to a 7-6 victory.
Raider sophomore Pat Mineo, bottom, works on Tyler Larson of Southern
Regional in the 140-lb preliminaries.
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Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Scotch Plains $589,900 Scotch Plains                                                  $575,000

Westfield $549,900 Westfield                                                     $1,695,000

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. 3/20 1-4PM 2140 Gallagher Ave:
Beautiful split.  2 fireplaces, large family room, renovated
kitchen, cac.  DIR: Lamberts Mill Rd., Gallagher.  WSF0138

Exquisite 3/4 bedroom cape.  Architect designed master with
luxurious bath, new kitchen, 2 zone heat & cac & much more.
WSF0130

Better than new, 3 yrs young.  Apprx 2800 sq ft colonial.  4
bedrooms, state of the art kitchen, library, patio, fenced yard.
WSF0065

Spacious, bright, airy home with exceptionally wonderful
park-like property.  Many updates include the eat-in
kitchen.  WSF0139

“The Palm Beach House”, Mansion in Sleepy Hollow.  13 rooms,
6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, in ground pool.  Located on 2 acres this
impeccably appointed home features architectural details, high
ceilings, 3 story stairwell and grand size rooms. WSF0126

Heart of Wychwood.  4 bedrooms, 3 baths, newer 100
year slate roof, Lenox furnace, hot water heater & more.
Call for details.  WSF0122

Westfield                                                        $959,900

Plainfield                                                    $1,300,000


