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Do You Have To
Go To Court?

Councilman Has Concerns
On Fanwood Redevelopment

By STUART KLINE
Fanwood Borough Councilman

FANWOOD – Several weeks ago, I
was asked to prepare an article for The
Fanwoodian, a newsletter for Fanwood
residents issued four times per year.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce, liai-
son to the Communications Commit-
tee (which produces The Fanwoodian)
advised me that I could write on any
issue of interest.

I wrote the following article high-
lighting my concerns about the current
downtown redevelopment plan, but was
advised by Communications Commit-
tee Chairman David Pickering that it
would not be considered because it
constituted an “advocacy” piece.

I intended the article (below) as a
balanced treatment on the downtown
redevelopment plan, and wanted to high-
light several concerns which were not,
in my opinion, sufficiently deliberated
prior to enactment. My article is:

It is quite distressing that this admin-
istration, which prides itself on open
communication, has effectively cen-
sored a fair and balanced discussion of
the relevant issues.

I have lived in Fanwood for almost
16 years, more time than I have lived in
any other residence. For more than half
that time, I have had the honor and
privilege of serving on Borough Coun-
cil. Fanwood is the closest thing to
Mayberry in New Jersey.

A friendly, cohesive community,
Fanwood has been a great place to live
and raise a family. But being a small
town, we are especially subject to the
burdens of increasing property tax. One
of the issues confronting the council that
has a large impact on our tax levy in the
near future is downtown redevelopment.

I have some serious concerns as to
the workability of this plan.

In the interest of full disclosure, I will
admit that I was an ardent proponent of
the redevelopment plan first proposed
by Landmark Developers. Yet, there

are several aspects of the current plan
that I favor.

First, the residential district, cover-
ing what it is commonly referred to as
the Dean Oil Site, has been reduced
considerably and allows for 24 units.
Secondly, the property on Second Street
just north of the Dean Oil Site contem-
plates a mixture of commercial and
retail activity. This would expand our
ratable base without imposing any ad-
ditional burden on an ever more costly
school system.

However, this plan allows property
owners to individually develop their
own properties. Doubtless, some own-
ers will work in concert with one an-
other. Nevertheless, it seems likely that
other property owners will choose to do
absolutely nothing. Some property
owners may develop apartments above
their stores, while others may not. The
redevelopment plan has no “require-
ments” other than compliance with the
zoning code.

Independence Bank on South Avenue,
which occupies a building apparently
not conducive to second floor develop-
ment and that presumably is up to code,
may choose to do nothing. The result, I
fear, will be a hodgepodge assortment of
structures. Although the plan restricts
the architectural style to “Stick Victo-
rian” (similar to our train station), that
style may be more becoming to a stately
mansion than a string of storefronts.

Furthermore, I am concerned that
property owner working to develop an
individual parcel may not have the fi-
nancial resources to adequately clean
the Dean Oil Site and adjoining proper-
ties. In 1997, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection ap-
proved the Dean Oil site to commercial
standards, not residential. By construct-
ing a larger number of units, a devel-
oper would more easily absorb the po-
tential costs of cleanup.

Yet another wildcard was introduced
recently when it was announced that
Fanwood was one of six New Jersey
towns participating in a pilot program
permitting transfer of development rights.
Through this program, homeowners in
Fanwood’s historic district would receive
compensation from developers for pre-
serving their properties.

In return, developers would receive
the rights to construct higher density
projects in the target development area,
i.e. downtown. Without even getting to
the merits of TDRs, it appears that the
housing density set forth in the redevel-
opment plan may be a moving target.

In conclusion, I have serious reserva-
tions regarding the current redevelop-
ment plan. I support the mayor in mov-
ing forward, but fear that we may be
moving toward a hodgepodge assort-
ment of structures with no unifying
theme or vision.

Westfield Stamp Show
Scheduled This Saturday

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Stamp Club will hold its annual stamp
show on Saturday, March 19, in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Center, located at 425 East
Broad Street from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Admission is free.

The show, which will feature stamp
dealers from around the state who
will have a wide range of philatelic
items for sale in every price range,
will also feature an annual exhibit
competition among club members
who will be display stamps and postal
history items from around the world.

The exhibitions to be shown will be
the work of those who are new to the
field as well as from those who have
shown their work at the international
competitive level.

The theme of this year’s show is
“Stamp Collecting — A Family Ac-
tivity”. A special 45-minute intro-
ductory session, led by noted stamp
collector and author Steven Rod, will
be held at 11 a.m. for youngsters in
grades three to five who are accom-
panied by a parent.

At the conclusion of the demon-
stration, the children will receive over
100 stamps and related items as a gift
from the Westfield Stamp Club to
help them get started in this hobby.

There is no charge to attend the
event, however, space is limited.
Reservations must be made by
Friday, March 18, by e-mailing
SeeWSCAuction@aol.com. Each
person who signs up will receive an
admission ticket via return e-mail.

The club will also host a special
exhibit to honor former Westfield resi-

dent Eliot Perry, who was considered
to be the dean of researchers of 19th
century U.S. stamps. Since the 1910s,
he was involved in building and sell-
ing great collections and wrote exten-
sively about all areas of U.S. stamps.
He died in Westfield in 1972.

The exhibit will contain many dif-
ferent items related to Mr. Perry, which
have never been exhibited before.

For more information, please call
(908) 232-0539.

A BEVY OF BETTIES…Five contestants costumed as the legendary Aunt Betty
Frazee auditioned at the Cannonball House Museum in Scotch Plains on March
6 for the opportunity to portray her in a documentary film being made by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club to raise funds for the restoration of the
Frazee house. Pictured, left to right, are: Darlene Palumbo, Renate Maroney,
Hope Weinstein, Carla Phoenix and Christine Myshka. Tax-deductible donations
may be sent to The Frazee House Foundation, P.O. Box 426, Fanwood,  07023.
For further information, please call (908) 232-7593.

History Grant Sets
Workshop March 28
WESTFIELD – A free workshop

on writing grant applications to the
Union County History Grant Program
will be held on Monday, March 28,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Union County
Administration Building Annex, 300
North Avenue East, in Westfield.

This presentation will teach ap-
plicants how to develop specific
components of an effective pro-
posal, including the narrative,
project statements, the budget and
publicity plans.

“History projects taking place be-
tween September 1, 2005 and August
31, 2006 are eligible for consider-
ation under this program,” said Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, Liaison
to the Cultural and Heritage Programs
Advisory Board.

To register for the workshop, please
contact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs at
(908) 558-2550. New Jersey Relay
Users can dial 7-1-1 or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

County Approves $20Mil
For Vo-Tech Expansion
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – At their public meet-
ing last Thursday, the Union County
Freeholders voted to adopt a $20 mil-
lion bond ordinance to expand the
Vocational-Technical School in
Scotch Plains and to abolish the De-
partment of Operations and Facili-
ties. The board also passed a resolu-
tion seeking full funding for the fed-
eral Community Development Block
Grant program.

The Vo-Tech project includes con-
struction of a 12,000, square-foot
addition featuring a 600-seat cafete-
ria to the Vo-Tech high school build-
ing, West Hall, and a 23,000 square-
foot addition to Baxel Hall, which
currently houses the school’s cafete-
ria and administrative offices. The
new cafeteria will be completed by
September 2006 with the space for
the allied health program available
by November 2006.

West Hall will also house the culi-
nary arts, baking and supermarket
retail skills rooms. The school’s new
allied health and medical science pro-
gram will be housed at Baxel.

The program will be offered in the
fall of 2005 with Vo-Tech leasing
space from the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ).

The board also adopted an ordi-
nance to abolish the Department of
Operations and Facilities. The func-
tions of the department will be redis-
tributed to other departments. The
department is responsible for main-
taining the county’s offices and fa-

cilities as well as its fleet of vehicles.
Under the restructuring, building

services will be moved to the parks
and recreation department, telecom-
munications to the economic devel-
opment department and motor ve-
hicle services to the department of
administrative services, County Man-
ager George Devanney said.

In terms of the Community Devel-
opment Block Grant, the county re-
ceived $6 million last year from the
federal program, which was then dis-
tributed to municipalities as grants,
according to a press release issued by
the county. County officials said they
anticipate funding to the county would
be cut in half.

The county has used the fund for
projects such as housing rehabilita-
tion, senior centers and services, im-
provements to community centers,
assistance to help low-income resi-
dents and help for persons with dis-
abilities.

“It (the proposed cuts) is an issue
that cuts across partisan lines,” said
Freeholder Dan Sullivan. “This is a
program that works and works well.
This is a program that has to be pre-
served.”

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
also said the funding cuts would im-
pact many Union County residents.

“This program has benefited every
community in Union County and
helped thousands of residents,” said
Freeholder Proctor in the press re-
lease. “It does not make sense to cut
a program that has done so much
good for so many people in all our 21
municipalities.”

Children Book Sale Set
At Mountainside

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Friends
of the Mountainside Library will hold
a Children’s Book Sale at the
Mountainside Public Library during
regular hours on Saturday, March 19;
Monday, March 21; and Tuesday,
March 22, which is Bag Day when all
remaining items will be sold for $4
per bag.

Books, videos, CDs and puzzles
for children and teens will be on sale
in the library meeting room.

All proceeds support the Friends
and the many programs that they spon-
sor at the library.

For more information, please call
the library at (908) 233-0115.

MAPLECREST
Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
68 River Road
Summit, New Jersey 07901

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
2800 Springfield Avenue
Union, New Jersey 07088

908-964-7700
www.maplecrestauto.comHOT ZONE

*Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except for taxes, tags, licensing, and registration. All rebates to dealer. This ad is a coupon and must be presented at time of sale.This advertisement supersedes all previous advertisements.  Not responsible for typographical errors. All vehicles subject to prior sale. † According to Lincoln Mercury Corporation, 2005. Ad expires 03/24/2005.

AUTO • 6 CYL • AWD • AM/FM STEREO/CD • PWRSTEER/WIN/LCKS/MIRR/BRKS • TILT • REAR DEFROST • LEATHER • ROOF RACK  CRUISE • KEYLESS ENTRY •
MSRP: $34,160 • VIN# 5UJ07701 • STK# 5T49 • RCO BASED ON: 23 months, 10K/YR, $1,999 Down, Total Payments of $4,577, and an optional Final Payment of

$18,788. INCLUDES: $2,000 Ford Credit Bonus Cash, $2,000 RCL/RCO Customer Cash,$500 Returning RCL/RCO Renewal Program

2005
Mercury Mariner

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

AUTO • 8 CYL • AWD • PWR STEER/LCKS/MIRR • AC • ALLOW WHLS • DUAL 
TEMP. CONTROL • AIR BAGS • AM/FM STEREO/CD • MOONROOF • ROOF RACK

MSRP: $45,960 VIN# 5ZJ10996 , STK#5A9 • RCO BASED ON: 23 months,
10K/YR, $1,999 Down, Total Payments of $7,567, and an optional Final Payment

of $24,818.40. INCLUDES: $2,000 Ford Credit Bonus Cash, $2,500 RCL/RCO
Customer Cash, $1,000 Returning RCL/RCO Renewal Program.

2005
Lincoln Aviator

BUY 
FOR:

AUTO • 4 CYL • AWD • AM/FM STEREO/CD • AC • PWR  MIRR • ROOF RACK
MSRP:$23,905 VIN# 5DJ13571, STK# 5E45RCO BASED ON: 23 months, 10K/YR,

$1,999 Down, Total Payments of $3,657, and an optional Final Payment of $14,821.10. 
INCLUDES: $2,000 RCL/RCO Customer Cash,$500 Returning RCL/RCO Renewal Program

Mercury Mountaineer
2005

$199

$329
$159

2004

President’s
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