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Corrections
A photo credit in the March 10

edition of The Westfield Leader
of the front-page picture Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s motor-
cade on Grove Street should have
indicated that the photo was ac-
tually taken by Rob Nehring.

* * * * *
A story on Page 3 of the March

3 edition of The Leader should
have indicated that Westfield
Mayor Greg McDermott has four
children, Bryan, a sophomore at
William & Mary College in
Williamsburg, Va.; Maggie, a se-
nior at Westfield High School
(WHS); Melissa a sophomore at
WHS, and Patricia, a sixth grader
at Roosevelt Intermediate School.

* * * * *
The name of name of Catherine

Madara was misspelled in a story
on the Garwood Ladies Auxil-
iary published in the March 3
edition of The Leader.

* * * * *
A story on Page 9 of the March

10 edition of The Leader/Times
on Cynthia Mendelson should
have credited Selma Kaufman for
the establishment of the district’s
Creative Summer Workshops.

Forrester Edges Murphy
To Win County GOP Line

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Doug
Forrester edged Morris County Free-
holder John Murphy, 216 to 193, on
the second ballot last Saturday to win
the Union County Republican orga-
nization line in the June gubernato-
rial primary election.

The victory followed a 14-point
lead by Mr. Forrester, 157 to 143,
over Mr. Murphy after the first ballot.
Union County GOP convention rules
require a winner to capture at least 50
percent of the vote plus one vote to
win on the first ballot.

Mr. Forrester, the Republican nomi-
nee for U.S. Senate in 2002, won 34
percent of the vote to Mr. Murphy’s
31 percent setting up a second ballot
runoff between the two candidates.

Bret Schundler, the GOP nominee
for Governor in 2001, finished third
with 82 votes and 18 percent of the
vote followed by Washington Town-
ship (Bergen County) Councilman
Robert Schroeder, 64 tallies and 14
percent; Bergen County Assembly-
man Paul DiGaetano (R-36), six votes
and one percent, and Bogota (Bergen
County) Mayor Steve Lanagan, who
was not in attendance, four votes and
one percent. Former Bergen County
Freeholder Todd Caligre did not par-
ticipate in the convention and did not
receive any delegate votes.

The Schundler and Schroeder cam-
paigns asked their supporters to cast
votes for Mr. Murphy on the second
ballot.

Prior to the voting each candidate
addressed the delegates.

“Bob Torricelli is no longer in the
United States Senate. Dan Rather had
his last broadcast this week. And Jon
Corzine and the gang that brought us
to bankruptcy and shame are going
down this November,” Mr. Forrester
told the nearly 500 delegates last Sat-
urday at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

“New Jersey is the most corrupt
state in the union. Jon Corzine will
not change New Jersey. Doug
Forrester will,” the candidate said.

Mr. Murphy was upbeat and en-
couraged by his strong showing at the
convention.

“It is what it is. I think we put up a
great fight,” Mr. Murphy said after
the final tally. “It was a great cam-
paign. We had a great strategy. I think
our message was good. I think our
message will stay the same.”

“Losing the convention does not
mean that the campaign ends. The
Union (County) convention is the be-
ginning of the campaign,” Mr. Murphy
said.

In his address to delegates, Mr.
Murphy said he was running for Gov-
ernor “to put an end to the institution
acceptance of lying, cheating, and the
outright steeling of taxpayer money

in Trenton.” He accused the Demo-
crats of being “committed to the sta-
tus quo.”

“I am not going to stand for the
status quo that takes care of the
politicaly connected and the special
interest groups,” said Mr. Murphy.
“In a Murphy administration, party
bosses like Ray Lesniak will not run
our state and local government.”

Mr. Schundler told delegates he be-
lieves the key issue is property tax re-
form rather than state corruption. He
cited his proposed legislative amend-
ments that he said would “put spending
limits on all levels of government.” He
said “a fair share” of the savings would
be returned to the municipalities, not-
ing that state government increased
spending in 2004 by 20 percent.

“My amendments would have lim-
ited that increase to 4 percent. The
difference would have been distrib-
uted to all school districts and mu-
nicipalities,” noting the average prop-
erty tax in the state would have
dropped 12 percent.

“This is our opportunity to expand
social justice in this state,” said Mr.
Schundler.

Prior to the voting, Mr. DiGaetano,
a 16-year legislator and a former
Passaic City Councilman, said under
Republican majority legislatures in
the 1990s, the GOP passed three bud-
gets where spending was reduced from
the previous year. He has proposed
bringing a Colorado law to New Jer-
sey whereby the state budget would
be capped at the rate of inflation plus
the increase in population. If cur-
rently enacted, he said $3 billion
would be coming back to taxpayers
this year.

He also proposed a so-called “truth
in budgeting” plan whereby the gov-
ernor would have to submit budgets
that rely on existing tax sources and
not additional taxes.

Noting his background in construc-
tion with a degree in aerospace engi-
neering from Notre Dame University,
Mr. DiGaetano said a campaign be-
tween him and Mr. Corzine would be
one of “work boots vs. Gucci loaf-
ers.” He cited his victories in heavily
Democratic areas in state and munici-
pal elections as proof he can beat Mr.
Corzine.

Mr. Schroeder, a firefighter and de-
fense contractor, said he is “very con-
cerned with the direction in which
New Jersey is headed.” He said taxes
in New Jersey are the highest in the
nation and corporations have paid $2
billion in additional taxes.

“CFO Magazine has rated New Jer-
sey the least desirable state to do
business in,” Mr. Schroeder said. He
promised to bring businesses and job
back to the state.

Regarding seniors, he  proposed a
plan that cuts the school portion of
property taxes in half for seniors
within five yeas. He also has a plan to
lower property taxes by 15 to 20
percent “across the board.”

On homeland security he said he
would bring federal money back to
the state “to protect the residents of
New Jersey against the terrorists.” He
would also use these funds to hire 500
additional state troopers to replenish
the understaffed department.

Mr. Schroeder also proposed to
dedicate 3.4 percent of the state bud-
get to transportation improvements,
noting his opposition to the Demo-
cratic plan to raise the gasoline tax to
pay for road improvements.

In addition to the gubernatorial
campaign, delegates unanimously en-
dorsed the reelection of 21st Legisla-
tive District Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick of Westfield and Dr. Eric
Munoz of Summit.

Also, Fanwood Councilman Stuart
Kline and Patricia Quattrocchi of
Garwood were picked to run for the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. Ms. Quattrocchi ran unsuc-
cessfully for the board last year while
Mr. Kline was a candidate in 2003.

The Republican Committee’s
Nominating Committee will select
candidates for the third freeholder
seat opening up this year as well as for
Union County Clerk, and State As-
sembly for Districts 20 and 22. The
filing deadline for the June Primary is
Monday,  April 11.

On another issue, County GOP
Chairman Phil Morin commented on
the negative letters against President
George W. Bush and the Westfield
Police Department regarding the
President’s visit to town on March 4
as published in The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week.

“Apparently some people don’t re-
alize the November election is over,”
Mr. Morin said.

ACTIVE READERS…Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains celebrated
Read Across America and Dr. Seuss’ birthday with daylong events. The students had
a chance to estimate a large number of “one fish, two fish, red fish in a dish,” team up
to play Seuss trivia, play “pin the green eggs on the plate,” and listen to a story in the
school’s media center. Pictured, above, Sarah Marion’s second grade students display
their favorite Dr. Seuss books with Media Specialist Laura Coburn.

mean the board would not entertain
the thought of a team.

Mr. Russo also gave an example of
a parent-funded team in Berkeley
Heights noting that under that
district’s policy, it would take eight
years for a team to be fully funded by
the district.

This, said Mr. Russo, is unreason-
able, as he does not expect parents to
pay for a team for eight years. He
intends to explore the issue further
and will report his findings at a later
date.

One issue that came up was the
insurance issue, and the possible
costs of insuring a hockey team.
According to information from both
board members and speakers, the
district has an open insurance policy,
which means a team could be added
to the policy with no significant re-
percussions.

Board President Linda Nelson
added that, while parents and stu-
dents were expecting a quick deci-
sion, “a decision like this is never
made quickly.”

“This might end up being a month-
long, if not a year-long, process,”

added Ms. Nelson.
She also explained that while a

parent-funded team sounded feasible
in theory, the cost of a team still had
to be added to the budget – even if
the parents were to fund the entire
operation. This, she explained, goes
back to the mandatory budget con-
straints placed on the districts by
state government.

“Regardless of who’s paying for
the hockey, we still have to put it on
the expense side of the budget,” ex-
plained Ms. Nelson.

The board noted that there will be
no decision before next year’s bud-
get is adopted in a couple of weeks,
but that they will continue to explore
the possibility of a team.

Board member Trip Whitehouse
commented that despite the obvious
fiscal constraints, there may be room
for “creativity” in finding a place for
a team.

So, while the public’s power play
was temporarily stopped last Thurs-
day evening, the idea of hockey at
SPFHS is one that has a realistic
chance with an assist from the school
board.
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Parents, Students Seek BOE
Funding for Ice Hockey Team

Avenue on the corner of Second Street,
which includes a vacant parking lot and
the building, which used to house MIP
Printing. The next step will require the
developer to come before the board for
a site plan on Wednesday, April 27.

The Revised Downtown Redevelop-
ment Plan was approved in January,
after years of revisions and input from
skeptical property owners, who had con-
cerns about the conditions that the bor-
ough might impose on them.

Some of the goals set forth by the
plan, include linking the train station
with pedestrian use of the downtown, a
Victorian, design requirement for build-
ing facades, showcasing architectural
features of the gateway stores, and im-
proving pedestrian flow through walk-
ways, plaza areas and streetscape modi-
fications.

The application for the development
dubbed Fanwood Plaza Partners requir-
ing a use variance at 15 Old South
Avenue will be heard at the next board
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Removal of Trees on Lot
Irks Boro. Planning Board

meeting. The board voted to hire an
expert appraiser, which will be paid for
by the applicant, to comment on the
impact this development will have on
the neighboring residential properties.

The board also discussed the need to
re-assess the zoning of South Avenue
between the A&P and the bridge at
Sheelen’s Crossing. This section of
South Avenue as well as Staggard Place
are zoned for light industrial use.

Mr. Cummings said that this could
result in an industrial or commercial de-
velopment negatively impacting the abut-
ting residential neighborhood or in the
demolition of historical buildings on South
Avenue. He suggested that the board
should consider rezoning these areas in
order to preserve the historic and residen-
tial character of this neighborhood. Two
houses on Staggard Place were recently
purchased by a developer.

The next regular meeting of the Plan-
ning Board will be held on Wednesday,
March 23, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Cummings explained.
Former Mayor Jung told The Times

that he was disappointed with the
judge’s decision and disappointed
with Mr. Cumming’s comments. He
said he stands behind the council’s
decision and stated that it was a bi-
partisan decision made by both Re-
publicans and Democrats, attesting
to the fact that it was in no way
politically motivated.

“There are other wireless antennas
on other towers in the borough that
did not elicit this kind of conflict with
neighbors,” Mr. Jung said. “The resi-
dents had a valid issue, which is very
apparent if you look at where this
tower is and how it impacts on the
homes in the neighborhood.”

He added that the council mem-
bers and he still back the residents in
their objections and he hopes that
Verizon will do the right thing and
choose another location.
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Verizon

costly options were also presented at
that time, but funding for some as-
pects of those plans depends on the
outcome of a large construction bond
ordinance being considered by the
State Legislature.

The library refurbishment is part of
the township’s plans to upgrade three
township facilities this year, but the
library, according to Mr. Atkins, “is
ready to go” with their project, mean-
ing that work on the Bartle Avenue
building will begin about five or six
months ahead of refurbishing efforts
at the Municipal Building and the
Public Works facility.

Assistant Township Attorney
Lawrence Woodruff informed the
council that the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) would like to
erect a 13-foot high cell phone tower
on a wooded island situated between
the turn-off streets from eastbound
Route 22, between the Gulf gas sta-
tion and a garden center.

The tower would contain five an-
tennas and be paid for by those carri-
ers placing their equipment on the
tower.

Mr. Woodruff said all excess mon-
ies realized from the tower would be
used by the state for the resurfacing
and beautification of state roads in
Scotch Plains. Presently, there are
similar arrangements with 30 other
towns in New Jersey, he said.

Mayor Marks, while receptive to
the idea, noted that there is a low level
of state-owned roadways in Scotch
Plains — specifically the two-mile
stretch of Route 22 and portions of
North and South Avenues.

“How much road work can we do
every year” with DOT funds, he asked,
and wondered whether a better deal
could be negotiated regarding how the
DOT funding is disbursed annually.
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Cancellation of Deer Hunt
Angers Township Officials

Mr. Woodruff, who provided no
estimate of how much funding would
be available every year, said the coun-
cil will need to pass a resolution ap-
proving the tower’s construction af-
ter a public hearing.

Last week, Township Tax Assessor
Michael Ross issued a report to Town-
ship Manager Atkins on property tax
assessments in certain neighborhoods
of Scotch Plains, specifically its north-
west quadrant.  Last summer, after an
article in The Star-Ledger appeared
to suggest that some neighborhoods
in Scotch Plains were being assessed
differently than others, Mr. Ross was
asked to look into the matter.

Presently, the average assessment
of a property in Scotch Plains is about
33 percent of its market value, mean-
ing that a property assessed at
$100,000 has a market value of
$300,000.  Mr. Ross’ investigation,
which covered the entire town, found
that the ratio between assessments in
the northwest quadrant and their cor-
responding sales prices “are consis-
tent with most of the other areas of
the township.”

The report noted that there were 19
single-family home sales in the area
last year and only one exceeded the
average 33 percent ratio; the reason
for this was that the house was in poor
condition.

The rest of the sales, Mr. Ross noted,
ranged between 12.67 percent and
30.60 percent — well below the aver-
age 33 percent ratio.

It was also found that the average
property tax bill in the northwest quad-
rant ranged from $3,100 to $5,900,
significantly below the average town-
ship bill of $8,500. It was further
noted that there were only three resi-
dential tax appeals filed in the north-
west quadrant during the past 10 years.

Police Say Residents’
Vigilance Is Needed

In New Waste Program
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The new
structure of Scotch Plains’ residential
spring clean-up program will require
residents to be extra vigilant about
anyone illegally dumping items at
curbs, Township Police Chief Mark
Zyla told the Township Council Tues-
day night, because it’s not possible
that the 46-member police force can
perform that function while respond-
ing to other, unrelated calls.

“We don’t have cops to watch ev-
ery street,” Chief Zyla said during a
meeting with the council to discuss
his department’s role in the enforcing
aspects of the newly-revamped pro-
gram, which will require residents to
purchase an annual permit if they
wish to dispose of large household
items.

While the police department “will
be diligent” about enforcing the
anti-illegal dumping and anti-scav-
enging aspects of the ordinance, Chief
Zyla said that, “to tell you that we
can eliminate this, it’s not going to
happen.”

He said it was important for resi-
dents who place household items at
their curb for pick-up to report any
instances where they see someone
illegally dumping refuse.

This is particularly important,
pointed out Director of Public Prop-
erty Walter DiNizo, who also attended
the meeting, because the $60 permit
allows a resident to place up to 750
pounds of household items at their
curb.

Illegal dumping of items could
potentially result in a resident’s al-
lowable weight limit being exceeded,
thus causing pick-up at the home to
affected.

Police Captain Brian Mahoney,
who also attended the meeting, said
the police department will “need to
strike a balance with the other ser-
vices the department provides.”

He said answering what could be
constant telephone calls from resi-
dents “will be difficult to do.”

Mayor Martin Marks, while em-
phasizing the importance of enforc-
ing the anti-dumping and anti-scav-
enging aspects of the ordinance, did
agree that prioritizing incoming tele-
phone calls to the police department
would be necessary.

He also pointed out that the police
officers would not have to patrol the
entire town to look for violators be-
cause the pick-up will be conduced
on a week-by-week basis in separate
quadrants of town.

Mr. DiNizo provided the council
with some details of the preparatory
work being done in advance of the
June program. He said permit stick-
ers are being printed and bids from
the contractors seeking to perform
the pick-up will be opened in late
April.

A letter will soon be sent to town-
ship residents outlining the details of
the program.

Mr. DiNizo expects permit ap-
plications to be available soon,
adding that, in addition to being
available at the Municipal Build-
ing and Public Works building, they
may also be posted on the
township’s website.

Retired police officer Jeffrey Ellis
will be assisting Mr. DiNizo’s depart-
ment in making certain that waste
placed at curbs is properly permitted
and not in excess of the 750-pound
weight limit.

Echoing Chief Zyla, Mr. DiNizo
said that residents would be respon-
sible for being “vigilant about what’s
in front of their house.”


