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Concerned Parents, Students Seek School Bd.
Funding for New Ice Hockey Team at SPFHS

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Professional
hockey players may be on strike, but a
group of local residents are hoping to
score a power-play goal of their own.

Members of the public – students
and parents alike – filled the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting room last Thursday evening,
and all had one thing on their mind: a
hockey team for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

The idea of a team has floated
around for some time now, but it is
only recently that the concept has
picked up steam. A new wrinkle was
added when it was announced that
parents would cover all costs associ-
ated with the team. Previously, the
board had expressed reservations and
doubts due to the anticipated budget
cuts and expenses that may come
from funding a hockey team.

Nancy Bauer, a self-professed
“hockey mom,” explained that the
parents of hockey players were in-
deed willing to pick up the tab for a
high school hockey team. She talked

about how many hockey players al-
ready compete together in different
leagues and that they are familiar
with each other’s playing style.

“In their minds and hearts, there is
already a team,” stated Mrs. Bauer.

Mrs. Bauer’s husband, Fritz Bauer,
listed a number of schools that currently
have hockey teams including Westfield,
Clark, Cranford, and Summit.

In addition, Clark and Westfield’s
teams have both been added within the
last 10 years. Mr. Bauer said he believes
the school board should “give our
kids the same opportunity” that other
school districts have.

This was also echoed by the Bauers’
son, Chris, who spoke of his love for
the sport. Though he realized he would
not be around to play for his high
school, he expressed the desire to
represent SPFHS like other students
do with their teams.

George Helock of Scotch Plains, a
junior at St. Joseph’s High School in
Metuchen, told the board and the
audience that he chose to go to St.
Joseph’s, in part, because it offered
him the chance to play hockey. Had
SPFHS offered a hockey team, he
would have most likely stayed local.

Many of the other people in atten-
dance echoed the other speakers, how-
ever, Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye offered a different per-
spective on the hockey issue.

She first commented that of the 53
extra-curricular activities at SPFHS,
last year 13 to 14 programs had to be
cut due to budget constraints.

Dr. Choye added that to fit the
$30,000 anticipated cost of a team
into the budget, at least three sports

would have to be cut.
“I cannot, at this point, recommend

this kind of expense,” she stated.
Her remarks led to some exclama-

tions from the audience. “What ex-
pense?” shouted some people, mak-
ing reference to the fact that parents
would fully fund the team.

Board member Thomas Russo
painted a slightly different picture,
leaving the door slightly open for a
hockey team. He explained that there
is currently “no policy in place for the
community to petition the board for
an athletic team,” but that it did not
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Planning Bd. Approves Expansion
Of Stage House Dining Facilities

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Planning Board on Monday
evening approved a variance applica-
tion that will allow the Stage House
Inn to expand its restaurant facilities
and, it is hoped, attract a wider range
of diners.

M&E Stage House LLC, the own-
ers of the property, portions of which
stretch back to the pre-Revolutionary
War era, were granted a variance that
will exempt them from the required
on-site 103 parking spaces.

Thomas Britt, the restaurant’s man-
ager, told the board that the plan is to
renovate the interior of the barn-like
structure at the northern end of the
property facing Park Avenue and con-
vert what is now a banquet and cater-
ing area into a bistro that will offer
food that will be more moderately
priced than selections in the main
dining room.

He said one reason for the change
is that the Stage House Village, lo-
cated at the rear of the building, is not
functioning as a walk-around antique

market anymore.
“The town needs this,” Mr. Britt

said, adding that a dining facility
geared to a wider audience will “cause
lots of traffic to come into down-
town.” He said the new restaurant
would have extended dining hours
and a more casual atmosphere than
the main dining room.

Prior to granting the variance,
board members spent nearly an hour
discussing parking issues on the
Stage House property, with one con-
cern being that if the new dining area
became very popular, on-site park-
ing could become a problem that
might need to be revisited in the
future.

However, Mr. Britt and Stage House
attorney Robert Kraus pointed out
that if there was ever a need for addi-
tional parking beyond the existing 77
spaces, particularly on weekend
nights when the restaurant is most
crowded, the adjacent public parking
lot next to the municipal building
could easily handle additional ve-
hicles.

In other business, the board ap-

proved a minor subdivision for Needle
Pelsuo Homes LLC to subdivide a lot
at 816 Cleveland Avenue and build a
new home on the second lot.

During the opening portion of the
hearing last month, a neighbor had
expressed some concerns about pos-
sible drainage problems surrounding
the new home. This week, revised
plans were submitted that called for a
more narrow new house that will re-
sult in wider side-yard setbacks, some-
thing that applicant Steve Needle
said will improve drainage on the
property.

The board also approved a minor
subdivision for Pinnacle Developers
Corporation to subdivide adjoining
properties at 2290 and 2300 Morse
Avenue into three lots, raze the two
existing homes and build three new
single-family homes.

At the start of its meeting, repre-
sentatives from the Union County
Vocational-Technical School made an
informal presentation about the
planned new academic building at its
Raritan Road campus.

The 6,400-square-foot single-story
building will be situated on the east-
ern side of the property, nearer to
Martine Avenue, with construction
starting within the next few months
and completed by September of 2006.

Removal of Trees on Lot
Irks Boro. Planning Bd.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — At their agenda
meeting on March 14, the Fanwood
Planning Board considered what the
consequences should be for a devel-
oper that clears too many trees.

In a resolution approving a minor
subdivision on the corner of Woo-
druff Place and Estelle Lane earlier
this year, developer Bill Lyons of
Churchill Development agreed to
“make every effort to preserve as
many trees as possible,” according to
Planning Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings.

Last week, the board received nu-
merous calls from neighboring resi-
dents that the developer had cleared
the lot of all trees. The borough has
hired a surveyor to assess the property
to determine how many trees were
felled and how many of those trees
were borough-owned. The board also
told the developer to stop all work on
the lot until the matter was resolved.

Mr. Cummings said, “What they
did was insulting.”

The board discussed whether the
language in the resolution was clear and
precise enough to hold the developer
responsible for not “making every ef-
fort” and what the consequences should
be for failing to adhere to the agreement.

The board will also consult the
Shade Tree Commission to assess the
damage and recommend a remedial
action. Although the tree-replacement
ordinance applies to major subdivi-
sions, it can be used as a guideline for
minor subdivisions, said Board mem-
ber Roseanne Tobey.

Board members also discussed the
need to tighten-up the language used in
resolutions regarding tree removal in
order to avoid this type of miscommu-
nication with developers in the future.

In other business, Mayor Colleen
Mahr reported that the Downtown Re-
development Project was underway and
the first application had come before the
Borough Council to obtain a developer’s
agreement with the borough.

Michael Marcovecchio has submit-
ted plans to redevelop 222 South

          Fred Rossi for The Times
HELP WANTED...March is American Red Cross Month and the organization’s
flag flys in front of the Scotch Plains Municipal Building to encourage
donations and support.

                   Fred Rossi for The Times
PLANS TO EXPAND...The Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains will expand its dining facilities to include a bistro with a more
moderately priced menu in an effort to attract a broader dining crowd.

Bramnick Proposes
Session on Prop. Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

TRENTON — State Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick’s effort for a
special session of the State Legis-
lation to discuss property tax re-
form was defeated this week with
the quick tabling motion by As-
sembly Democrats.

Assemblyman Bramnick (R-21)
told The Westfield Leader that his
“hostile floor motion” was an alter-
native to the property tax conven-
tion that will take place next year.

He said there are many property tax
pieces of legislation they have been
introduced in the Legislature. He said
he would like to have a special session
of the Assembly whereby members
could “come to some consensus” on
where to go on the issue.

“I don’t understand why it (prop-
erty tax reform) is not being de-
bated on the floor of the Legisla-
ture,” Assemblyman Bramnick said.

His motion, Assembly Substi-
tute for Assembly Resolution No.
245, was defeated along party lines,

although a few Democrat Assem-
bly members in vulnerable legisla-
tive districts supported the mea-
sure, Assemblyman Bramnick said.

“The current system of property
taxation has placed an enormous bur-
den on the residents of this state,” the
resolution states. “This system is un-
fair because it is not based upon ability
to pay and is applied in an inequitable
and non-uniform manner.”

“Remedying the problems asso-
ciated with high property taxes is a
legislative responsibility,” the reso-
lution states.

Noting the quick tabling of his
resolution, Mr. Bramnick said, “In
essence they (Democrats) don’t want
any discussion” on property tax re-
form on the floor of the Assembly.

Assemblyman Bramnick said his
resolution was a “direct reaction”
to the Constitution Convention
Democrats have approved.

He said the special session would
enable Assembly members to vote
“up or down” the many proposals
to reform the property tax system.

State Judge Reverses Borough’s
Denial of Verizon Cellular Tower

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — State Superior
Court Judge Walter Barisonek in
Union County last week ruled against
a previous Fanwood Mayor and Bor-
ough Council’s decision that over-
turned a planning board vote approv-
ing the placement of Verizon Wire-
less antennas in the borough.

Planning Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that Judge Barisonek,
agreeing with the board’s decision in
a 50-page statement, “lambasted the
mayor and council” for their “un-
founded” ruling.

Mr. Cummings said that the judge
acknowledged that the board had ap-
plied the facts to the law and were
very thorough.

He stated that the decision to over-
turn the board’s vote was “politically
motivated six days before a local elec-
tion.”

In November of 2002, after nine
months of hearings, the Fanwood

Planning Board approved an applica-
tion by Verizon Wireless to place
antennas on an existing utility tower
on North Avenue and Elm Street. A
small but vocal group of residents
objected to the application, citing
health, safety and home valuation
concerns.

The residents expressed their ob-
jections to the mayor and council,
which held a hearing in October of
2003. At that hearing, then Mayor
Louis Jung and several council mem-
bers voted to overrule the Planning
Board’s decision and denied Verizon’s
request.

Mr. Cummings contended that this
decision was made for political con-
siderations and not based on the facts.

“The issue was highly emotionally
and escalated out of control,” Mr.
Cummings said. “The expert testi-
mony did not support the objections,”
he added, “and the council exploited
this for political considerations.”

Based on the council’s denial,
Verizon sued the mayor and council,

with the Planning Board named as a
witness for Verizon. This litigation
cost the borough double the legal fees
of Verizon, as the borough had to hire
opposing attorneys, one representing
the council and the other represent-
ing the Planning Board, Mr.
Cummings explained.

“We encourage residents to voice
their concerns,” Mr. Cummings said.
However, this action by the council
ended up costing the taxpayers thou-
sands of dollars in legal fees, he added.

Fanwood’s Master Plan includes a
provision for renting space on exist-
ing structures to wireless companies.
There are other wireless antennas on
towers in other neighborhoods in
Fanwood, which were approved with-
out the application process getting
out of control, Mr. Cummings stated.
Fanwood also has a provision
whereby the mayor and council can
overrule a Planning Board decision.

Most municipalities would take
such an appeal directly to the courts,

Cancellation of Ashbrook Reservation
Deer Hunt Angers Township Officials

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The deer
hunt scheduled to take place this week
in the Ashbrook Reservation is off
after state officials decided to not to
consider a permit application submit-
ted last month by Scotch Plains.

Describing himself as “very, very
disappointed and perturbed,” Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins said state
fish and game officials provided three
reasons for their decision, which ef-
fectively cancels the hunt. It was pro-
posed to help reduce the burgeoning
deer population in the reservation.

He said state officials wanted a

more thorough review of what was,
for them, a new application and
wanted to consider whether the
reservation’s deer herd could be re-
duced by hunters instead of via a
formal control program.

He pointed out to the Township
Council at its conference meeting on
Tuesday night that such an option
would be unfeasible because of the
reservation’s proximity to residential
neighborhoods.

“Hunting is unfeasible,” Mr. Atkins
said, adding that the state claimed the
permit application was not timely filed,
with state officials claiming they required
120 days to review an application.

He noted that state and county of-
ficials have been aware of Scotch
Plains’ plans for the past year or more
and if the 120-day rule was a valid
reason for the state’s decision, then
the county’s deer census conducted
in late November was also done in an
untimely fashion.

A third reason given by the state for
putting off consideration of the
township’s application was that, ac-
cording to Mr. Atkins, the state is
getting so many new applications and
wants to study all of them thoroughly.

Mayor Martin Marks, saying it was
“outrageous that this has fallen
through the cracks,” is asking for a
meeting with the appropriate state
officials to ask that Scotch Plains’
application be kept open so that it
could be considered at some point in
the near future, thus allowing a deer
hunt to take place sometime in No-
vember or December.

In other business, the council will
introduce a bond ordinance next week
or in early April to finance about
$750,000-$800,000 in urgently-
needed improvements at the Town-
ship Library.

Several weeks ago, Library Director
Meg Kolaya and Library Board of Trust-
ees Chairman Joseph Duff made a pre-
sentation to the council regarding the
library’s planned building improve-
ments, which include the replacement
of the sheet metal roof that has been

leaking with increasing
frequency in recent years
and the installation of
thermal-paned windows.

Two other more


