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Craft Projects, Books, and Patterns

For All the Year ‘Round

MMMMMarararararch Ich Ich Ich Ich Into Snto Snto Snto Snto Spring Cpring Cpring Cpring Cpring Crafting Frafting Frafting Frafting Frafting Fleece,leece,leece,leece,leece,
BBBBBeads, Deads, Deads, Deads, Deads, Decoupage, ecoupage, ecoupage, ecoupage, ecoupage, VVVVVellum, Oellum, Oellum, Oellum, Oellum, Origamirigamirigamirigamirigami

By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Soon it will be time to shed those
bulky winter clothes and
show off sparkly bead and
bauble creations at the
beach and pool.

“Bead Girl” by Mikyla
Bruder (Chronicle
Books, 2001, $18.95)
motivates crafters to
gather beads in all shapes,
sizes and colors to create:
25 projects. Over 500
beads and ingredients such
as elastic thread and jump
rings are included in this kit/book.

According to Ms. Bruder, “a bead
girl” bypasses the jewelry counter and
makes her own pieces fol-
lowing the book’s three
categories: “ready to
wear,” “homespun décor”
and “heads up” for adorn-
ing your tresses. All pieces
can be made from mate-
rials included in a “tool
box” filled with wire cut-
ters, headpins, pliers,
clamps, jump rings and
more.

Some of the top projects
in “Bead Girl” include the split-
second dangle earrings, elastets (I
made three in 30 minutes), the star-
light starbright orna-
ment, sparkling hairclip
with Czech glass beads,
the seed-beaded bobby
pins, and power ponytail
tie with fruity berry beads.

Turning to paper as a
crafting medium, “Abso-
lute Beginner’s
Decoupage” by Alison
Jenkins (Watson-Guptill
Publications, A Quatro
Book, 1999, $22.50)
challenges, “The only re-
quirements are patience, enthusiasm
and an eye for color.”

Using tools like tweezers, adhesives,
sponges, paints and varnish, the be-
ginner can assemble an ivy candle
lamp, fan glass vase, elegant wastebas-
ket using the antiquing technique, or
a playful butterfly box.

The inside back cover of the book
offers an envelope filled with several
black and white and color pictures of
animals, cupids, birds and bowls of
fruit, and more that can be repro-

duced or embellished using a photo-
copy machine, colored pencils, wa-
tercolors, or paints. Suggestions for

accurate cutting, prepar-
ing your surfaces by
sanding and priming,
and positioning your
images are also de-
scribed.

Using solid or pat-
terned vellum, over 150
crafting possibilities are
available to readers of
“Designing with Vel-
lum” by Robin Johnson/

text by Dan Maryon (The Sophisti-
cated Scrapbook – an imprint of Au-
tumn Leaves, 2001, $14.95).

Working with vellum isn’t always
easy unless you are armed
with these instructions
for picking the best ad-
hesives and inks to make
these projects come to
life. The artist and au-
thor, who hail from Utah
– the scrapbooking epi-
center – explore beyond
that craft to bring fresh
and ground-breaking
ideas for bookmaking,
frame and matte mak-

ing, gift-wrapping and homemade
invitations.

Inspiration is hard to ignore in “4
Seasons of Fleece” by Bar-
bara Finwall, Nancy Javier
and Geri Clements (Lei-
sure Arts, 2005, $24.95).
Sixty-eight projects (11
do not require sewing)
celebrate autumn, win-
ter, spring and summer
using this versatile and
cozy fabric.

Tips for marking, curl-
ing and fusing the fabric
are offered and a bounti-
ful index of patterns fin-

ishes off this treasured volume. Hon-
estly, I cannot stop flipping through
this book and dog-earing pages filled
with projects I cannot wait to try.

For autumn, I’ll try my hand at the
Fall Leaves Fleece Throw sprinkled
with patterned fleece foliage and
embrace the pattern for the Fall Into
Autumn fleece teddy bear. In the
winter, I’ll find comfort in the in-
structions for the Red Plaid Scarf and
Hat set and create the playful Santa,
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINS AINS AINS AINS AINS – Today, March
10, at 4:30 p.m., tzedakah boxes – or
charity boxes – crafted by 10 artists from
New Jersey will be auctioned off on eBay
to raise funds for programs sponsored by
the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey, which is based in Scotch Plains.

A special reception will be held at
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains
as the one-week auction is launched.
Each of the artists will discuss how they
became inspired to create their boxes.

Naomi Lipstein, Marketing and Com-

munications Director of the Jewish Fed-
eration of New Jersey, told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the boxes, which are used to
collect money for charities, are often
found in homes and synagogues. Specific
organizations might also supply their
own boxes for monies to be collected for
their purposes.

Ms. Lipstein added that each of the
artists was given the same tin box to
which they applied their own craft ma-
terials based on their concepts and de-
signs.

“The eBay auction is exciting,” said
Federation Executive Vice President
Stanley Stone, “because it gives us a
chance to get the word out, in an innova-
tive and creative way, about how the

federation makes a real difference in both
our local community, and to needy Jews
around the globe.”

Westfield jeweler and metal-smith,
Mark Malinsky, depicted the tree of life
and the Ten Commandments on his box.

“These elements create peace, harmony,
protection and, above all, God’s blessing,”
said Mr. Malinsky, who designs and fabri-
cates rings, earrings, necklaces and reli-
gious items.

His original work has been exhibited
at several galleries in the New York
Metropolitan area, including The Jew-
ish Museum. He studied and worked

throughout the world, including stu-
dios and galleries in Germany, Bel-
gium and Japan.

Mr. Malinsky graduated with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Jewelry and Met-
alwork from the Bezalel Academy of
Art in Jerusalem, Israel.

Scotch Plains artist Meryl Greene
Salmon hopes her tzedakah box “would
be a constant reminder of the impor-
tance of giving.”

“I used small beads, subtle colors
and a simple design that can be dis-
played anywhere. The geometric Jew-
ish stars are the proud symbol of an
ancient heritage that stresses unity and
helping out one another,” said the art-
ist, who has been crafting party decora-
tions for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and Sweet

Sixteen parties for the past nine years.
A graduate of Carnegie-Mellon Uni-

versity with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in
Graphic Design, she designed and illus-
trated many medical journals as a senior
art director. As a freelancer, she illustrated
medical textbooks, journals and diagrams
for court cases.

Regarding her tzedakah box design,
Devorah Wolf of Westfield commented,
“Jews are a proud and strong people
who share both tradition and values.
Though we have struggled throughout
our history, our spirit of giving and
helping those in need has sustained us.”

Ms. Wolf added, “The Star of David,
in all of its varied forms, reminds us who
we are and who we aspire to be. It
summons memories of our past and
hopes for our future and, I hope its use
on this tzedakah box will inspire us to
give generously.”

A professional graphic designer with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Graphic De-
sign and a Master of Fine Arts degree in
Visual Communications, Ms. Wolf strives
to identify design needs based on her
clients’ requirements and goals, and pro-
vides customized graphic design solu-
tions.

She excels in a range of creative are-
nas, including book and publication
design to corporate materials, signage
and packaging.

Scotch Plains artist Debra Livingston
said the person holding her box “can be
seen in the mirrored Jewish stars sur-
rounded by rich iridescent metal leaf,
prompting him or her to reflect in-
ward. The hand-painted word ‘give’
then reminds the holder of the purpose
of the tzedakah box.”

Ms. Livingston, who holds a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts degree from the Rhode
Island School of Design, has donated
her artwork to fundraising activities in
the state, including the cover of the
2004 Breast Cancer Calendar and the
Symphony’s Art Strings 2005.

Numerous galleries
and museums, includ-
ing The Museum of
Modern Art in New
York, the National Gal-
lery of Art and the
Victoria and Albert Mu-
seum in England have
featured Ms.
Livingston’s artwork.

Westfield artist
Joanie Schwarz
Rosenthal said of her
first tzedakah box, “I
found the simplicity of

the box to be so beautiful, and decided to
work with that simplicity in my creation.
My main inspiration was that, while I do
not speak or write Hebrew, I think it is a
beautiful language, both when spoken
and when written.”

“I wanted to design a tzedakah box
that would give me a chance to utilize
the Hebrew language, and have my
children – the next Jewish generation
in my family – who learn Hebrew at
Solomon Schechter Day School, be a
part of this project by making sure I got
the spelling and the lettering of the
Hebrew word ‘tzedakah’ correct,” she
concluded.

A graduate of Syracuse University cum
laude with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Laurie
Wellman, who will be retiring after 24
years as a career teacher in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood district’s music depart-
ment and 10 years as Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Mu-
sic Director and Show Producer, has
built a long history of making a differ-
ence in the lives of her students.

“It has always been my goal to include
as many students in a worthwhile ex-
perience that they would remember
for the rest of their lives,” Ms. Wellman
said, “and to reach those students who
might not always be considered as
talented as everyone else.”

During her interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, she remem-
bered students like Scotch Plains resi-
dent Meryl Leigh Bezrutzcyk, who
she called “an uncut diamond.” She
also recalled one male student with a
beautiful bass voice who, at first, re-
luctantly agreed to join the school’s
choir, eventually won a key role in the
SPFHS production of How to Suc-
ceed in Business, and later exploded
onto the New York City, and now
Netherlands, theater scene.

After trying to teach her choir stu-
dents a song in Italian one afternoon,
she noticed a group of her pupils
huddled in the front of the school. At
first, the situation seemed suspicious.

“I was going to tell them, ‘Hey guys,
whatever you’re doing, I’m watching
you.’ But, as I got closer, do you know
what they were doing? They were prac-
ticing their Italian so they could learn
that song,” she recalled.

So many of Ms. Wellman’s students
have been selected for the All-Eastern,
National, All-State and Regional Cho-
ruses. She has sent many other talented
pupils to the American Choral Direc-
tors Conventions and, every time, she
said, the pupils return to SPFHS with
new skills and knowledge they eagerly
impart to others.

A native of Scotch Plains and a SPFHS
graduate, Ms. Wellman began teaching
in the school district in 1981 when there
were only 20 students in SPFHS, four in
Park Middle School, and 15 in Terrill
Middle School studying music. Now,
approximately 340 music students are
flourishing at the high school and the
number keeps rising.

“I’ve always tried to do music that
incorporates a wide variety that the
kids find some part of it that they like,”
said Ms. Wellman when asked to ex-
plain the students’ burgeoning inter-
est.

“And,” she added modestly, “I guess
they like me.”

A graduate of Hartwood College in
Oneonta, N.Y., where she earned her
Bachelor of Science degree, Ms.
Wellman took a number of graduate
courses at Montclair State University
and Westminster Choir College. After
returning to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
area and having two children, she be-
gan working at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA.

Before beginning her tenure in the
public school district, Ms. Wellman
was employed as a music teacher at St.

John the Apostle School in Clark/Linden.
While attending her son’s graduation

in Delaware, Ms. Wellman remembered
how the guest speaker opined that a
number of the graduates would prob-
ably never be employed in the field of
study they pursued in college.

The comments struck Ms. Wellman,
who told The Leader/Times, “But I
always wanted to be a music teacher,
and I became one.” She noted that, as
a student, she was involved in chorus

and All-State, while her sister, Dr. Beth
Gillin, was an artist.

“My father used to say, ‘I have one
daughter who colors and paints and
the other doing ‘The Eensy Weensy
Spider,” laughed Ms. Wellman. “He
didn’t live to see my success, though.”

A board member of the New Jersey
Music Educators Association, where
she focuses on choral performance and
procedures, she also directed Regional
Chorus in 1992. She also served as
Front Squad Advisor for the SPFHS
Marching Band.

Ms. Wellman counts leading last
spring’s production of Les Miserables,
which raised over $5,505 for the Inter-
faith Council for the Homeless of
Union County, as one of her greatest
accomplishments.

Going beyond the stage and turning
the musical into a fundraiser “took the
musical to a higher level,” said Ms.
Wellman.

She recalled that following the musi-
cal, which was directed by Tom Pedas,
audience members generously tossed
$100 bills into a basket to help benefit
the organization’s programs and needy
children.

The Les Miserables production was
especially successful because “the students
were more polished than ever before and
there was a great amount of parent in-
volvement,” according to Ms. Wellman.

“There were moments during that
musical when I was just stand there and
get chills,” she said.

Last Friday, Ms. Wellman debuted
West Side Story, her final production at
SPFHS. During her telephone interview,
cast members were busily re-coordinat-
ing their schedules to makeup for re-
hearsal time lost due to inclement weather.

The challenging dance numbers and
beautiful music surrounding West Side
Story are guaranteed to make the pro-
duction yet another praiseworthy ad-
dition to Ms. Wellman’s repertoire.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Fifteen lush oil
portraits by Westfield artist Linda Kolar,
which feature regional models, are be-
ing exhibited at the Westfield Art Gal-
lery, located on the first floor of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA), 150-152 East Broad Street in
town.

Ms. Kolar told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that her portraits, which were displayed
by press time, would be joined by an
assortment of her landscape oils in the
“Faces and Places” exhibition.

However, the portraits, all of which
were created during studio sessions spon-
sored by the Art Centre of New Jersey in
Livingston and the Nutley Art Group,
contain “more detail, and are more like
a finished portrait compared to some of
the earlier ones that are rougher look-
ing,” according to Ms. Kolar.

Often, she related, her portraits ex-
press some feeling related to her by the
model during the painting process.

Each of the artist’s portraits touch
the audience remarkably and deeply
because Ms. Kolar has a flawless way of
detailing the emotion and personality
of her subjects through rich, broad
brushstrokes.

Currently, Ms. Kolar is exhibiting
two of her pieces at the Art Centre of
New Jersey’s two-month show at the
Morris County Library in Whippany.
She specializes in portrait and land-
scape painting, and practices drawing
in charcoal and Conte crayon.

“I have loads of ideas for more land-
scapes which I hope to do in the spring,”
she said.

The artist, who developed her talent
in a one-credit life-drawing course at
Mount Holyoke College in South
Hadley, Mass., has studied extensively
at the Art Students’ League of New

York with notable artists and mentors.
She also honed her skills at The Mu-
seum of Modern Art and the National
Academy of Design.

Exhibiting since 1988, Ms. Kolar
has garnered awards in local and re-
gional group shows, and her paintings
and drawings have been purchased for
private collections in New Jersey and
New York. The Artists on Location
auction in Garrison, N.Y, have sold her
oil landscapes since 1995.

A member of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation, she continues to draw at Minerva
Durham’s Spring Studio in SoHo and in
Watchung. She will teaches drawing on
Monday evenings this month at the
Westfield Adult School.

Ms. Kolar expressed her gratitude to
Kitty Scholsberg of the NJWA for “mak-
ing a venue available to artists to display
their work and for creating an artistic
buzz in the center of a business district.”

The gallery is open from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., Monday to Saturday, and the
exhibit will last through March.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Michael Jackson,
Robert Blake and Leonard Vole, the main
character of Agatha Christie’s mystery,
Witness for the Prosecution, all have one
thing in common: they all probably will
wind up in jail because a jury thinks each
has committed a heinous crime.

Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) drama, presented weekends
through Saturday, March 19, is one of
Christie’s most well known plays be-
cause of the 1957 Billy Wilder directed
movie version starring Tyrone Power,
Marlene Dietrich, Charles Laughton
and Elsa Lanchester.

The cast that WCP Director Maurice
Moran has assembled is pretty stellar in
its own right.

When Mr. Vole (Patrick Field) is ar-

rested for the murder of a rich, middle–
aged widow, he goes to famous lawyer Sir
Wilfrid Robarts (Jon Heron) to take his
case. Sir Wilfrid, recovering from a near-
fatal heart attack is supposed to limit his
courtroom diet to bland civil suits. The
temptation of this intriguing case, like a
slice of Bavarian crème pie, proves too
much of a stretch of his willpower and he
agrees to defend the young man.

The sole witness in the case is Ro-
maine Vole (Renee Litwin), the ac-
cused murderer’s wife who starts out as
a witness for the defense, but through
a series of twists and turns, winds up as
a witness for the prosecution.

Some fine performances make up
the bulk of the evening. Mr. Heron
makes Sir Wilfrid’s mannerisms mes-
merizing. His eyeglasses and pen serve
him well as functional, totally believ-
able props as he punctuates and ges-
ticulates with them in a grand manner.

The spectacular scene change from
Act I to II reveals an impressive set by
designer Bill McMeekan and his set
construction team. Like a children’s
pop-up book, the set transforms from
a lawyer’s small office to a two-level

courtroom setting in Old Bailey itself.
The whole plot revolves on the be-

lievability of accused murderer Mr.
Vole. Mr. Field delivers his lines with
perfect naiveté. The audience (as the
jury box) believes his sympathetic story
although there is no other reasonable
explanation of the woman’s death other
than by his hand. At the end of Act II
when he screams, “It’s a nightmare, an
awful, evil dream,” the audience empa-
thizes with this man seemingly caught
in a Kafka-esque web of circumstantial
evidence.

With the newly revealed set, more
characters spring to life. Evan Blank
plays Mr. Myers, the prosecuting attor-
ney. Mr. Blank commands the stage
with his personality and deliciously
droll delivery of lines. The actor seems
to be a conglomeration of Nathan Lane,

a young Charles Laughton with a pinch
of Mario Cantone from HBO’s “Sex and
the City” fame thrown in for good mea-
sure. This Shakespeare trained actor spews
forth sarcasm and humor effortlessly in a
believable, clipped British accent.

Another delightful character is house-
keeper Janet Mackenzie, played to the
hilt by character actress Joyce Lee
Goldberg. As one feisty broad with a
brogue, she doesn’t take any nonsense
from either attorney, never misses a
beat in the rhythm of the dialogue and
draws the viewer into her world of
simultaneously being hurt and angry.

Ms. Goldberg’s monologue of the events
of the night of the murder was a treat for
the ear with her melodious, musical voice
and credible, authentic Irish cadence.

The cast is rounded out with a tal-
ented group of supporting actors and
walk-ons.

Witness has interesting if not unique
characters, credible plot twists and
plenty of suspense. With this latest
production, it’s no mystery as to why
the WCP have been around since 1934
and have won numerous awards for
their work.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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