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SP-F Youth Raiders Crunch
E. Brunswick in Baseball, 14-0
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Annes Erupt in First, Fourth;
Knock Off St. Aloysius, 15-9
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Scotch Plains Tops Westfield
In American Legion Ball, 3-2
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today and it cost us,” said Coach
Gardello.

In the fourth, small ball and finesse
base running came into play. With
one man out, Weber beat out a bunt
that was just out of the pitcher’s reach
and Rucin followed with a bunt single.
Bayard walked to load the bases and
Weber scored on Dinizo’s force out at
second. With Rucin on third, Dinizo,
who was on first, successfully stole
second and drew the throw from the
catcher. In the meantime, Rucin
dashed home to make the score 3-1.

“I think we have some guys who
can run. It was a 1-1 game and we
wanted to get something going. I had
guys back-to-back who could run.
They laid it down (bunted) and it
worked perfectly. Rucin can run. Af-

ter his first step, he’s full speed. We
put a little first-and-third play on.
Rucin’s on third base, there’s a lot of
things you can do with him. I think
we caught them off-guard. The catcher
popped up and threw it and we stole a
run,” explained Scotch Plains Head
Coach Tom Baylock.

Schurig blasted his leadoff triple in
the sixth and scored on Kaplow’s
double to center. Kaplow attempted
to stretch his double into a triple, but
was tagged out after a center-to-short-
to-third relay. In the bottom of the
seventh, Gerckens smacked a leadoff
double, but Mineo fanned the next
two batters and got the following
batter to ground out to first.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 010 200 0 3
Westfield 010 001 0 2

St. Anne’s Esposito chanted, “Come
on! Let’s get some action. We can’t sit
on it boys!”

Gittleman answered and tapped an
RBI single to score Cocuzza’s pinch
runner to give the Annes a 7-4 lead.

“Well, we sneaked one across. I’ll
take that anytime,” commented
Esposito.

Aloysius snarled with five runs in
the fourth to take a 9-7 lead. With the
bases loaded, Ulichny unloaded his
three-run triple down the right field
line. DeChiaro added an RBI sacri-
fice fly and Simpson had an RBI
single.

Concerned as his team walked in to
bat, St. Anne man Bob Brennan (1
single) shouted, “Top of the order!
Let’s get some runs!”

They took heed! Finding vulner-
ability in right field, the Annes put
together seven hits with two St. Al
miscues to plate six runs and take a
13-9 lead.

“Well, that lead was short lived,”
blurted Reynolds.

“They are killing us in right field.
I’ve never seen so many balls hit to
right field, even the right-handed bat-
ters. We got to keep the ball inside to
them,” said a concerned Joe Romash
(1 hit, 1 walk.)

Both offenses quieted for the re-
mainder of the game except for the
two runs – brought about by combin-
ing two singles with two errors – that
the Annes scored in the sixth.
St. Aloysius 400 500 0 9
St. Anne 601 602 x 15

Lipshitz made a slick scoop at short-
stop then flicked it to Maxwell at first
in the fourth.

“They are a treat and a pleasure to
coach,” Raider Head Coach Scott
Rodgers said. “Each one of the kids
understands that it is a team game,
that they have to play for each other
and that’s what we try to emphasize.
My challenge is to keep them hungry
and to keep all their focus on the
game. These kids are good all-around
athletes. They’re good in other sports,
however they also have to really en-
joy playing baseball. That is what
separates this team from some of the
others.”

The surge of SP-F aggressiveness,
speed and power produced six runs in
the bottom of the first. Rodgers singled
and stole second. Harcourt tapped a
single and both runners advanced on
an overthrow. Lipshitz cracked an
RBI single and Maxwell sacrificed in
a run. Jensen dashed safely to first on
an error and then advanced to second
as Lipshitz scuffed the plate from
third. Isolda followed with a single
and Jensen scored on an infield mis-
cue. Babis strutted to the dish and
ripped a two-run triple to left.

The Raiders broke the game open,
scoring hosts of runs in the second.
Rodgers and Harcourt slapped singles
and Lipshitz cracked an RBI single.
Both runners advanced and scored
when Maxwell jumped on the first

SPF Youth Baseball
Majors Division:

The Reds of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Associa-
tion won the Majors Division title
by edging the Marlins in three
games. The Reds had defeated the
second-seeded Orioles, 6-4, in the
semifinals and the Marlins de-
throned the top-seeded Rockies,
7-4, in the semifinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING IT A LITTLE TOO MUCH…Westfield’s Dave Kaplow is tagged
out by Scotch Plains third baseman Colin Weber after attempting to stretch an
RBI double into a triple.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PITCHING HIS WAY TO VICTORY…Scotch Plains pitcher Zach Lipshitz
allowed just three hits and one walk while striking out seven en route to a 14-0
victory over East Brunswick.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THUMPING A THREE-RUN TRIPLE…St. Aloysius leadoff hitter Tom Ulichny
thumps a three-run triple in the fourth inning against St. Anne.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSITY AT THE PLATE…St. Anne Captain Joe McEvoy plops a double to
right in the first inning and adds a single to right in the fourth.

pitch and pummeled a double to cen-
ter. Jensen followed with an RBI triple
and scored on Isolda’s double.
McSherry punched a single and
Beirne rapped an RBI single.

“I think I did really well in my first
game. I pitched some changeups and
a backward fastball,” said Lipshitz.

“First of all, I listened to my coaches
and after a couple of pitches, I under-
stood how Zack was pitching, so ev-
erything went okay,” added catcher
Beirne.

“It was very good. Zack pitched a
good game, DJ pitched a good game
and Kevin was great at first. We
couldn’t ask for a better defense,”

commented Rodgers.
“I just wanted to make contact and

I didn’t really care if I got out. I just
wanted the runs to score and at first
base I just wanted to block the ball
and get the out,” said Maxwell.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE FIRST WESTFIELD RUN…Josh Gerckens scored Westfield’s
first run in the second inning as Scotch Plains catcher James Dinizo watches for
a throw. Gerckens went 2-for-3 with a double and a single.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $1,795,000 Westfield                                                        $469,900

Westfield $1,099,000 Westfield                                                     $1,350,000

Impressive Victorian Harrison House built in 1862.  On
approximate half acre with glorious gardens.  By appointment
only.  WSF0405

Charming flat brick ranch.  Living room fireplace, formal
dining room, eat-in kitchen, 2 full baths.  Many new
windows.  WSF0457

Richly appointed.  12 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths.  Close
to New York City transportation.  Still time to add
personal touches.  WSF0816

Center hall colonial on approximately half acre.  4 bedrooms,
2.1 baths, sunny eat-in kitchen, family room, rec room &
more.  WSF0296

Magnificent Georgian Manor.  Spectacular addition,
phenomenal kitchen & master suite, elevator.  Exceptional
quality.  Pool, tennis. WSF0225

Pristine 4 bedroom CH colonial on quiet cul-de-sac in
Washington School district.  Eat-in kitchen, adjacent family
room.  WSF0495

Scotch Plains                                              $1,899,000

Westfield                                                     $5,895,000


