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Two-Part Workshop to Focus
On Small Group Dynamics

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
will conduct an intensive study and
training workshop on Small Group
Dynamics Ministry over two Sun-
days next month.

The free workshop will begin on
July 10 and continue July 17, and
will be held from noon to 5 p.m.
each day. It is designed for anyone
who is serious about his or her min-
istry and refining his or her skills
and what he or she can bring to their
small group experience. All are in-
vited to attend.

It is also for anyone who has been
away from God, but is interested in
renewing his or her relationship
through the small group experience.

Willow Grove’s Interim Pastor,
George Betz, will lead this work-
shop, as he has done in other churches.
Lunch will be served with a sug-
gested donation.

Babysitting will be available in the
Children’s Ark upon request. Indi-
viduals are asked to let the church
know if childcare is needed and the
ages of the children.

There will be pre-workshop read-
ing assignments and preparation ex-
ercises. Materials are now available
and may be picked up at Sunday
worship or from the church secretary

during the week.
Anyone interested in attending, or

needing further information, may call
the church office during morning
hours, Monday through Friday, at
(908) 232-5678. They also may send
an e-mail to wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit the church’s website at
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

Local Church Holds Concert
Benefiting Soup Kitchen
By DON WILLIAMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield’s Parish House
was filled with the sounds of music, and
middle and high school students danc-
ing June 17, as the church played host
for a benefit concert benefiting the
Agape Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth, an
initiative run by the church’s youth
program.

Brendan Cline, a junior at Westfield
High School and a volunteer at the
soup kitchen, organized the event.
The concert featured nine ska bands,
made up of local students and profes-
sionals from around the east coast.

The lineup for the night included:
Biz, Drive Thru Pharmacy, No Re-
grets, Offbeat in Suburbia, Inspector
Hector, The Bus, The Mafia, The
Interceptors and SGR. Biz is made up
of Cranford and Westfield High
School students, and The Bus and
The Mafia were formed at Westfield
High School.

The event raised over $1,500 for the
Agape Soup Kitchen, which serves din-
ner to the needy every Wednesday night
at the First Presbyterian Church in Eliza-
beth. Since it opened in 2000, Agape
has served over 50,000 meals, accord-
ing to a pamphlet printed by the church.

Brendan intends to use the money
raised from the concert to purchase
additional items for a clothing closet
run at the soup kitchen, which was
started in 2002.

He contacted bands through the
website njska.com, providing infor-
mation about the Agape program and
his plans. “I was really pleased with
the turnout,” Brendan said. “Every
band I talked to wanted to help. We
had bands spreading the word about
the event at their prior concerts, and
people handed out flyers at the high
school.”

Brendan said his friend Drew
Skibitsky, who has held concerts at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield to raise money to fight hun-
ger, inspired his own effort on behalf
of Agape.

Adult volunteers from The Presbyte-
rian Church’s Youth Commission col-
lected money and supervised the event,
which took place in Assembly Hall.

“The event was a big success,”
said Associate Pastor Christina L.
McCormick. “Brendan’s excitement
is what started this whole thing. This
is the first time we’ve done this, but
we might consider another Agape
benefit concert after tonight.”

Agape operates 52 weeks a year,
and volunteers leave every Wednes-
day at 3:30 p.m. from the Presbyte-
rian Church’s parking lot, usually re-
turning before 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation about the Agape Soup Kitchen,
please call The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield at (908) 233-0301. Torah Center to Offer

Kabbalah Discussion
WESTFIELD – The Union County

Torah Center will present a two-part
lecture series called “The Kabbalah
of Moshiach” on consecutive Tues-
days, July 5 and 12, at 8 p.m. at the
center, located at 418 Central Avenue
in Westfield.

Rabbi Levi Block will explain how
the Kabbalah views the Messianic
era and the Messiah himself. The
program is open to the public, and
there is a $10 suggested donation for
the course. For more information,
please call the Torah Center at (908)
789-5252.

PERFECT PICNIC DAY…Sunny skies graced the annual picnic at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield June 12, which featured a luau theme and décor.
Hundreds of picnic-goers were presented with leis upon arrival, after which they
filled their plates and enjoyed music and fellowship. Many activities were offered
for children. Special guest Sparky, mascot of the New Jersey Patriots baseball
team, mingled and joined in the fun, while having his picture taken with fans like
those pictured above. Church members plan to attend the Patriots’ game on
Friday, July 29.

Chapel Reveals Schedule
For Vacation Bible School

Musician Rick Recht to Give
Concert at JCC on July 26

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rick Recht,
the top touring musician in Jewish
music, will perform a family concert,
geared to all ages, on Tuesday, July 26,
at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus.

The campus is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. The
JCC’s Camp Committee of Camp
Yachad will sponsor the concert,
which is open to the public.

VIP tickets (first two rows) will be
offered at $25. Regular ticket prices
are as follows: Adults, $12; those
under 18, $10, and Camp Yachad

campers and staff, $8. Tickets at the
door will be $15 for adults and $12
for those under 18.

Advance purchase compact disks will
be available through the camp office
prior to the concert. Individuals are
invited to order a CD in advance and
have Mr. Recht autograph it at the show.

Mr. Recht performs popular, radio-
friendly music in Hebrew and En-
glish based on Jewish text and themes
of social responsibility. For more in-
formation about the event, including
ticket and CD prices and orders, please
contact tjacobs@jccnj.org or call the
camp office at (908) 889-8800, ex-
tension no. 234.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Labyrinth Walks to Begin
Sunday at Cranford Church
CRANFORD – The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open Labyrinth Walks,
with the next one set for Sunday, July
3. All walks will be held in the church’s
Bates Hall, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue.

Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.

Walking the Labyrinth is an an-
cient spiritual practice of prayer and
meditation. The 11-ringed pattern,
painted on canvas, is modeled after
the 13th century Labyrinth at Chartres
Cathedral in France.

During Medieval times, walking
the Labyrinth symbolized the Chris-
tian pilgrimage to Jerusalem for those
who could not personally make the

journey. For further information con-
cerning the Labyrinth program or
future walks, please call the church at
(908) 276-8440.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGHTING HUNGER…Members of the ska band “The Mafia” pose at a benefit
concert for the Agape Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth on June 17. The band is made up
of Westfield High School students.

FANWOOD – The Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, located at 535 Terrill Road in
Fanwood, has announced that its Vaca-
tion Bible School will take place Sun-
day through Friday, July 10 to 15.

Bible stories, songs, sports, crafts,
games and prizes all will be part of
the program, which will cover a vari-
ety of topics.

Sessions for boys and girls age four
up to those entering fifth grade will
begin meeting on Monday, July 11,
from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m.

A program for women also will be
offered then on “Forgiveness.” It will
include coffee, singing and a craft.
Nursery care is available for family
members of the women in attendance.

Beginners (age four through those
entering first grade) will focus on
“The Wordless Book.” Those enter-
ing second through fifth grade will be
offered “Lessons for Christian Liv-
ing” and are asked to bring their Bible.

Sessions for boys and girls in grades
6 through 12, as well as adults, will be
held Sunday, July 10, through Thurs-
day, July 14, from 7 to 9 p.m.

A special closing program will take
place on July 15, following the 11:30
a.m. dismissal. All families are in-
vited to a light lunch provided by the
chapel following the program. To pre-
register or for more information,
please call (908) 755-6360 or (908)
429-1635.

JULY 4TH WEEKEND SALE

ANNUAL STICKLEY MISSION SALE

AND STOREWIDE CLEARANCE
20-50% OFF AND MORE!

ACCESSORY SALE TOO! SAVE 20-50%
20 Stirling Road • Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • 908-756-7623

Valley Furniture Shop

435 East Broad Street  Westfield, NJ
Next To Westfield Municipal Court
908 928 9200 www.lawppl.com

Worship Service Set
Sunday at Local Park
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will conduct an
outdoor worship service and cookout
this Sunday, July 3, at 10 a.m. at the
covered picnic tables in Tamaques
Park in Westfield. There will be no
service in the church that day.

A brass instrumental group will play
religious and patriotic music. The Rev-
erend Jeremy Montgomery, Minister
of Local Outreach at the First Baptist
Church, will preach and conduct a cel-
ebration of the Lord’s Supper.

At noon, beverages and burgers
will be provided, and attendees are
asked to bring a side dish to share.
Visitors are invited to share in this
holiday worship and fellowship
event. For more information on the
event, please call the church office
at (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

First Baptist Singles
Post July Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals are in-
vited to gather on Sundays, July 3, 10,
17, 24 and 31, at 9 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield for cof-
fee, cake and lively discussions deal-
ing with single living.

Meetings take place in the church’s
downstairs Fellowship Hall. A $2
donation is requested and all are wel-
come. Group members also take part
in winter movie nights, summer pic-
nics and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities.

The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS
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SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

Monday July 11, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday July 14, from 2:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday July 16, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday July 18, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS JULY 18

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Saturday, July 9 @ 1:45 pm
Wednesday, July 13 @ 8:30 pm

or by appointment


