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Letters to the Editor
Westfield Soccer Assoc. President
Comments on Present Initiatives

In the years I have been associated
with Westfield Soccer, we have made
considerable progress in improving the
quality of the educational experience
for the children of Westfield, primarily
through the addition of high quality
training and coaching both from our
professional training partners as well as
our parent coaches at all levels of our
program.

We have steadfastly pursued our goal
of teaching children to be creative, skill-
ful players who play entertaining soc-
cer, thus enabling them to enjoy the best
elements of the “beautiful game.” As
much as we would like the families
involved in Westfield Soccer as well as
other communities that come to
Westfield to play against our teams to
evaluate our program on the basis of our
tremendous children, we cannot escape
the quality of our playing fields as a
yardstick by which we are measured. On
that basis we clearly do not score well. 

It has been three years since the 22
year tradition of the Westfield Cup Me-
morial Day Tournament was suspended,
largely as a result of the condition,
shortage and stress placed on our play-
ing fields by this tournament. Every
year we would get compliments on all
aspects of the [tournament] including
the town itself, however the feedback
concerning our fields stood in stark
contrast. Our problems are not unique.

There are 4,800 children in Westfield
between the ages of 5 and 14, and 50
percent of them participate in one of our
programs. In similar communities
throughout the region, the answer has
been obvious: the improvements in ar-
tificial surfaces have made them an ex-
cellent alternative to natural grass.

Over the years, Westfield Soccer has
invested a considerable amount of
money into both capital improvements

as well as maintenance of both town
and board of education fields.  Included
in our mission statement is helping to
improve the playing fields of our com-
munity.

I would like to thank The Leader’s
editorial staff for describing the
Westfield Soccer Association as the
most vocal athletic organization in town.
We took that as a compliment, implying
we have been strong advocates for the
families and children that make up our
membership. I suspect they are appre-
ciative of the efforts of the board, offic-
ers and members of Westfield soccer
who made their voices heard during this
process. I would like for the statement
that “they usually get what they want”
to be accurate, though no one whose
children have spent much time on our
playing fields would honestly draw that
conclusion.

We are pleased at the progress that is
being made, however, we do not be-
lieve that the problem of insufficient
and poor quality fields has been “fixed”
and nor should any of you. Nor do we
think for a minute that we are the only
athletic organization in town bursting
at the seams. If Frank Fusaro and the
Westfield Baseball Association ask me
to stand in front of town council to give
my opinion on a baseball project, I hope
to deliver as eloquent an argument as he
did for the Houlihan/Sid Faye project.

One final word for our neighbors
near Houlihan/Sid Faye: while we have
always tried to be courteous, respon-
sible neighbors, we understand that this
project carries an even greater burden
of responsibility.

We will do our best to treat our neigh-
borhood with the respect it deserves.

Barry Knapp
President

Westfield Soccer Assoc.

Erecting 85-Foot Cellular Tower
At Wychwood Co-Ops ‘Inconceivable’
I have just learned that Cellular Tele-

phone Company, d/b/a/ AT&T Wire-
less, has applied to the Westfield Board
of Adjustment for a variance to erect a
cell phone tower on the Wychwood
Gardens property and that a meeting
was held and a future meeting is
planned with the date to be announced
to hear AT&T’s application. I am
shocked that there is even a remote
possibility that this cell tower project
could occur. To erect an 85-foot high
tower with floodlights and a tremen-
dous flag on top in a fine residential
area in beautiful Westfield is incon-
ceivable.

We moved to Westfield 42 years
ago, first living in Wychwood Gar-
dens, and soon bought a home on
Drummond Road where we have re-
sided since then.

We have always loved Westfield for
its lovely homes, handsome landscap-

ing, attractive downtown, fine schools,
spacious parks and above all, its class.
To even consider putting up an ugly
cell tower in Colonial Westfield, a town
with such rich history, is ludicrous.

There is no need to put this hideous
structure in a residential area of
Westfield. Whatever possible benefits
might come from this venture are by
far outweighed by the negative impact
it would have on the entire town.

A few years ago, a great deal of
money was spent on Main Street
Westfield to make the downtown even
more attractive. If we in Westfield think
that is important, how can you explain
the entire cellular project?

I urge the citizens of Westfield to do
everything in their power to get this
cell phone tower rejected.

Fran Gold
Westfield

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BARTENDER IN FANWOOD…John Paff of Somerset talks to the crowd at the
Fanwood Fair last Sunday. Although he does not dabble in mixology, he is known
throughout the state as the bartender due to his activist work in making public
information about attorney ethics complaints. His findings are published on the
Internet at www.njbartender.com.
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Two little “gifts” were tucked into my
daughter’s report card envelope this week.
These were promotional pieces from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. Each one was approximately 8x2
inches and made of thin glossy card-
board. One piece appeared to be intended
to pass for a ruler and the other a book-
mark. Each of these little full color good-
ies had the dates, times and locations of
the “Kids Kingdom” - Traveling Jubilee
and “Family Movies in the Park.”

Undoubtedly part of the “branding”
segment of the county’s marketing plan,
the words Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders were emblazoned on each
piece no less than three times. Also, tak-
ing up a full quarter of the card appeared
a listing of the names of all the board
members, just in case we forgot who they
were. By the way, I determined this by
using the handy ruler which is now at-
tached to my fridge door held in place by
the Union County magnet they gave me a

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Constant County ‘Branding’
Advertising Isn’t Needed

couple of years back.
Now was all of this really necessary?

The only thing missing here was the phrase
“We’re Connected to You!” At least we
were spared that.

Taking a ride around the county, it is
noticeable that the quaint Union County
Park signs, which marked the entrances
to our public recreation facilities for
years, have been replaced with what
could be called billboards. Huge letter-
ing reminds everyone that the freehold-
ers should be thanked for making our
county parks available.

To my knowledge, we are the only
county around to make this announce-
ment in this way. Wouldn’t it be refresh-
ing to read “Paid for by the residents of
Union County, for the residents of Union
County.”

Most residents are unaware about the
county “Public Information Department,”
which is staffed with permanent employ-
ees who pump out press releases and
pictures of the freeholder’s “good deeds”
as well as an outside marketing firm paid
for with taxpayer money.

Worthwhile programs, events and good
deeds can promote themselves, finding a
way into the media with a well-written
press release and by word of mouth.
County government doesn’t need to con-
tinuously advertise who they are since
there is only one and there is no competi-
tion for customers.

Last I looked, the county clerk’s of-
fice is the only place that one can regis-
ter a deed or a mortgage. So what gives?
Perhaps it is because they need to re-
mind themselves just how “wonderful”
they are.

Maybe they should consider printing
next to the county levy on residents’ tax
bills, “Presented by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.” That
would certainly make it clear just how
much they are really “Connected to You.”

Free Home Safety
Courses Offered

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Com-
munity Emergency Response Team
(CERT) is offering free home safety
courses addressing fire, basic first-aid,
terrorism/major disaster awareness and
practical tips.

Everyone over the age of 18 who is
a Fanwood resident, caregiver or
worker in Fanwood is welcome to at-
tend. There are five different courses
available, totaling 10 hours.

The “Basic Home First Aid” course
will be held on Thursday, June 30,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Fanwood Rescue
Squad Building.

For more information, please see
www.fanwoodcert.org.
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