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Sweeney’s Memory
Lives With Friends

I appreciated your comments in this
week’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. It
is unfortunate that sometimes press re-
straints make editorial comment appear
heartless.

However, the memory for relatives and
friends of Tom and Carolyn Sweeney will
not be the printed word but rather know-
ing them over the years.

Ted Trumpp
Former Fanwood Mayor

From Iraq, SP Soldier Comments On
War for Freedom and Democracy

I apologize for the tardiness of this
response [to a letter to the editor by Mr.
Seagull in the June 5th edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times]. I am a
Scotch Plains resident, currently stationed
on Forward Operating Base Danger, on
the Tigris River side of the city of Tikrit,
Iraq. The mail is somewhat slow, but I
hope this message sees publication.

Dear Mr. Seagull, I was specifically
struck by your letter, ostensibly to the
mayor, but in actuality an insensible mani-
festo raging your political and social
agenda. Opinions do not normally move
me to writing, but in this case I felt the
need to make an exception.

I call your letter insensible because you
addressed it to a town mayor but argue
national level budgeting, abortion, health
care, student loans and Medicaid issues. I
am relatively certain town mayors do not
preside over such issues. Therefore I can
only believe that the letter was intended to
attack the mayor because of his political
affiliation.

We are a nation of ideas, which should
be exposed to healthy discourse, logi-
cally and rationally. However, I found
those two qualities lacking in the letter,
albeit humorous.

I was disappointed by your likening of
the insurgent forces we are fighting here
to our forefathers who fought in the Ameri-

can Revolution. Contrary to the opinions
of the letter, which were no more based in
fact than logic, the Iraqi civilians do wel-
come us with open arms. They are a
people much like any other, in that they
only care about the parts of their govern-
ment that influence their lives directly.
They want to see their children grow, and
they do not want to die before their time.

I will not use this precious space to give
a lesson showing how American history
was erroneously cited in the letter. How-
ever, I will elucidate something I have
learned first hand, for I have shaken the
hands of the Iraqi people where obviously
many have not.

1) The insurgency we are fighting is
not solely, or even largely, the indigenous
Iraqi people. Nor are the insurgents re-
flective of the general Iraqi population.

2) They are terrorists! They fight as
terrorists. They use the weapons of terror.
They bear no similarity to our American
forefathers.

3) Insurgents are not fighting for their
homeland. Some fight for the power they
lost when we removed a dictator. Some
fight for the chance to kill an American.
Some fight just to make a buck.

You see, there has been an Iraqi revolu-
tion, and Americans fought it. The indig-
enous population understands this, for they
are the ones pointing us to the newly

emplaced IEDs and showing us the hidden
weapons caches. They are also the ones
joining the emerging police and military
forces, and taking ownership of their coun-
try through the election process; either by
running for office or voting.

My fellow soldiers and I did not come
here on a misguided, criminal, imperialis-
tic endeavor. We did not steal money from
Medicaid to buy bullets, or re-appropriate
money from student loans to buy bombs.
We did not take over Iraq, nor are we going
to keep it. We brought Freedom and estab-
lished Democracy, and lived true to the
ideals and values of our nation.

Our mission thus far has been a success,
and will continue to be, because we refuse
to fail. I would ask that in the future, pure
politically charged letters be written based
on your experience, and do not speak for
those who would not have you as their
voice.

You perform an injustice to soldiers
who live today, and those who have an-
swered their final muster, when invoking
their names and actions to fuel your hate.
We stand to defend your rights, not to be
tainted by your misuse of them.

Michael Mercurio II
Warrant Officer

250th Signal Battalion
NJ National Guard
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The unanimous Declaration of the thir-
teen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events,
it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to as-
sume among the powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the
Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opin-
ions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to
the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness. —That to secure these rights, Gov-
ernments are instituted among Men, de-
riving their just powers from the consent
of the governed, —That whenever any
Form of Government becomes destruc-
tive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foun-
dation on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should
not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more dis-
posed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long train of abuses and usurpa-
tions, pursuing invariably the same Ob-
ject evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is
their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future
security. —Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the necessity which constrains them
to alter their former Systems of Govern-
ment. The history of the present King of
Great Britain [George III] is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all hav-
ing in direct object the establishment of
an absolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the
most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass
Laws of immediate and pressing impor-
tance, unless suspended in their operation
till his Assent should be obtained; and
when so suspended, he has utterly ne-
glected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for
the accommodation of large districts of
people, unless those people would relin-
quish the right of Representation in the
Legislature, a right inestimable to them
and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bod-
ies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative
Houses repeatedly, for opposing with
manly firmness his invasions on the rights
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after
such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the Legislative powers,
incapable of Annihilation, have returned
to the People at large for their exercise;
the State remaining in the mean time
exposed to all the dangers of invasion
from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the
population of these States; for that pur-
pose obstructing the Laws for Naturaliza-
tion of Foreigners; refusing to pass others
to encourage their migrations hither, and
raising the conditions of new Appropria-
tions of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration
of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws
for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his
Will alone, for the tenure of their offices,
and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New
Offices, and sent hither swarms of Offic-
ers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of
peace, Standing Armies without the con-
sent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military
independent of and superior to the Civil
power.

He has combined with others to subject
us to a jurisdiction foreign to our consti-
tution and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pre-
tended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed
troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial,
from punishment for any Murders which
they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts
of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our
Consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the
benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be
tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of En-
glish Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an Arbitrary govern-
ment, and enlarging its Boundaries so as
to render it at once an example and fit
instrument for introducing the same ab-
solute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolish-
ing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Govern-
ments:

For suspending our own Legislatures,
and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases what-
soever.

He has abdicated Government here, by
declaring us out of his Protection and
waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed
the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to
compleat the works of death, desolation
and tyranny, already begun with circum-
stances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized
nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear
Arms against their Country, to become
the executioners of their friends and Breth-
ren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring
on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known
rule of warfare, is an undistinguished de-
struction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We
have Petitioned for Redress in the most
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A
Prince whose character is thus marked by
every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in atten-
tions to our British brethren. We have
warned them from time to time of at-
tempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We
have reminded them of the circumstances
of our emigration and settlement here.
We have appealed to their native justice
and magnanimity, and we have conjured
them by the ties of our common kindred
to disavow these usurpations, which,
would inevitably interrupt our connec-
tions and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, ac-
quiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in
Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of
the united States of America, in General
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the recti-
tude of our intentions, do, in the Name,
and by the Authority of the good People
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are,
and of Right ought to be Free and Inde-
pendent States; that they are Absolved
from all Allegiance to the British Crown,
and that all political connection between
them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And
for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our
sacred Honor.

The signers of the Declaration repre-
sented the new states as follows: New
Hampshire; Josiah Bartlett, William
Whipple, Matthew Thornton: Massachu-
setts; John Hancock, Samual Adams, John
Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge
Gerry: Rhode Island; Stephen Hopkins,
William Ellery: Connecticut: Roger
Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William
Williams, Oliver Wolcott: New York;
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis
Lewis, Lewis Morris: New Jersey; Rich-
ard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis
Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark:
Pennsylvania; Robert Morris, Benjamin
Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton,
George Clymer, James Smith, George
Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross:
Delaware; Caesar Rodney, George Read,
Thomas McKean: Maryland; Samuel
Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone,
Charles Carroll of Carrollton: Virginia;
George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Tho-
mas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Tho-
mas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton: North Carolina; William
Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn: South
Carolina; Edward Rutledge, Thomas
Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur
Middleton: Georgia; Button Gwinnett,
Lyman Hall, George Walton.

Reminded by Independence Day,
We’re Proud to Be Constitutionalists

In 1776, a group of citizens, called rebels, met in
Philadelphia and drafted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. From that moment, the genesis of a
great nation and a greater idea was formed –
Freedom and Democracy.

These grand beliefs were expressed in only
1,500 words. A great war followed, called the
Revolution. By 1787, the war was won and a
constitution was drawn: Our greatest document is
only 8,000 words and is understood by the people.

In the Preamble, the Constitution says:
We the People of the United States, in Order to

form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the com-
mon defence, promote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Consti-
tution for the United States of America.

In order to ensure a government of the people,
by the people and for the people, the Constitution
dictated the separation of powers by declaring a
government of three parts: The legislative branch,
the executive branch and the judicial branch.

So, after more than two centuries, how are we
doing?

The United States of America is arguably the
greatest nation the world has ever seen. We’ve
fended off our enemies during many great con-
flicts. People still have freedom of speech and can
vote.

Mothered by the Constitution, individual rights
and freedom have withstood the natural assault
that occurs from government and from those oth-
ers drunk for power or afflicted with greed. It begs
the question, as government ages, does consolida-
tion of power grow and is freedom diminished? Is
our greatest enemy from another state or from
within?

To us, there are warning signs in recent events.
Other matters have crept into our beds with little
notice. Redress is required lest the growth in
centralized power engulfs personal freedom and
rights of this great nation that were bestowed upon
us by the patriots.

As the first notion at both the federal and state
levels, have the judicial and executive branches
grown in power to the point that they exceed their
constitutional authority? At the same time, has the
Legislative branch become neutered?

Last week, the U.S. Supreme Court wholly
altered the sanctity of private property ownership
rights and the meaning of eminent domain. The
court ruled that local governments are permitted
to take away the property of a private individual
and give it to developers. Previously, the rarely
used eminent domain provision was restricted to
high priority government projects, such as for new
highways and sewers necessary to benefit com-
munities.

The specific case involves New London, Con-
necticut where private homes are to be seized and
the land turned over to Pfizer and other private
developers. Can you imagine what that will lead
to here in New Jersey, given our state of affairs and
with the likes of Kushner and McGreevey lurking
in our midst?

In our view, the federal and state courts are

making laws and in effect spending money –
actions, which are specifically, prohibited by the
constitution which vests that power solely in with
the legislature. One can see this with the Abbott
rulings and innumerable other examples. Why has
the legislature become so weakened?

An interesting case was deliberated, but without
action, by the New Jersey Supreme Court on May 5,
2005 – one involving the gag rule which is imposed
on individuals who lodge a complaint against attor-
neys to the Ethics Committee – at this time, com-
plainants are not allowed to talk about it.

We recommend you take the time to view this  on
the Internet at http://njlegallib.rutgers.edu/supct/args/
A_89_04.php. Several things struck us  about  it.

Of the 70 professions regulated in the State of
New Jersey, including doctors, accountants, engi-
neers and even plumbers, only lawyers have their
own private disciplinary system, called the Ethics
Committee. When attorneys break the law, it’s
called an ethical lapse. All others are regulated
and judged in a totally public manner. To us,
they’ve carved themselves a sweet deal.

Attorneys for the Bar Association argued to the
Supreme Court that compelling interests of the
government are at stake, since lawyers are part of
the government by virtue of passing the Bar – the
State Bar is against any kind of grievance becom-
ing public because it could be due to the “whim of
the client.” Further stated, as lawyers are officers
of the court, public complaints would hurt the
reputation of lawyers more than any other profes-
sion and diminish their ability to  earn a living.

Members of the court commented — “why are
lawyers so special? Why is the judicial system
immune from public criticism? Judges and law-
yers are all out  of the same pot. Why is this a black
box? The ordinary man on the street would be
surprised this is not open, but gagged.’”

We were surprised to hear this and to hear that
the Bar Association considers all its members to
be part of the government, and further, deserving
of special privileges  – Who elected them? Who
appointed them?

We looked into this a little by reading the New
Jersey State Constitution. Effective 1978, all judges
were required to be members of the Bar. Prior to
that, such as in the 1950s, about half of the judges
were not lawyers. This change brought about a
heavy veil  of  secrecy in the state regarding affairs
of lawyers and judges. So much so, that the courts
loosened things up a bit in 1994 and are debating
it further.

We have the privilege to discuss these matters
with judges and legislators from time to time. We
have the freedom to publish our opinions. We
were taken aback during one such discussion,
when it was said, “Oh, you’re a Constitutionalist.”
Was this a derogatory label? – Does it paint us
ultra-left or ultra-right? – Does it imply that we are
simplistic and  naïve?

On this Independence Day, we’re reminded to
be proud to be Constitutionalists, for to be any-
thing else would be to dishonor those that  died to
give us freedom. If we forget, then the tyranny
such as they escaped in the far yesterday, will
engulf us in the near tomorrow.

Council Meeting Was
Democracy in Action
Last Tuesday’s council meeting was the

best meeting this town has ever had. The
meeting started with a very professional
dedication by our town administrator, Mr.
Jim Gildea, for Bernie Heeney. As you all
know, Mr. Heeney passed away recently
and the town dedicated a plaque in his
honor right outside his old office.

As we all made our way back inside,
the town had its chance to say goodbye to
Mayor McDermott and for the mayor to
say thanks and goodbye to us.

The meeting was very emotional, not
only for the McDermott’s, but all who
attended. Without any bloodshed or vio-
lence, the democratic process worked
again in our country as Mayor McDermott
handed over to Councilman Andy
Skibitsky the control of the town as the
new acting mayor.

As a proud member of WECARE, I
would like to thank Mayor McDermott for
all of his years of service to this town. Most
importantly, thanks to him for allowing the
residents of Westfield to vote on whether
or not Westfield needed a garage.

Say what you want about Mayor
McDermott but he was intelligent enough
to allow the town to decide on the garage,
so I will always be grateful to him for
listening to his constituents.

John Mancini
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Treacly – Thick and sticky
2. Peignoir – A woman’s dressing gown

or negligee
3. Habroneme – Having the form of

fine threads
4. Stot – A young bull

ASOMATOUS
1. Without sense or ability to reason
2. Without a material body
3. Distorted; not symmetrical
4. In grammer, a sentence that has a

word omitted but still could be understood
FOVEOLATE

1. Marked by minute depressions or pits
2. To saturate; soak
3. Plaitlike or folded
4. Fermentation resulting in a strong,

musty smell
EPULOTIC

1. Having the shape of a lense
2. Having a healing power
3. Oar-shaped
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

CAPNOMANCY
1. Divination by the ascent or motion

of smoke
2. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
3. Belief in a singular divinity or creator
4. Killing by decapitation

Tom Terrific Was Better
Off as a Met, Not Yank

In reading your piece on Tom Seaver
titled “Why Do So Many People Still
Remember Tom Seaver,” in the last para-
graph the writer wonders how many games
Tom Terrific might have won were he a
Yankee.

He might have won less games. Re-
member, the Yankees were always at the
bottom of the league standing from 1967
to 1973. If he were with the Yankees, he
would have not won a world champion-
ship in 1969. He would have in 1977. But,
he might have won 300 games.

Take it from a Yankee fan, Tom Ter-
rific in his time period, was better off a
Met than a Yankee. Just ask Mel
Stottlemyre.

Jim Halleran
Westfield


