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Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

  
   

      

     

www.JonBramnick.com

Certified Trial Attorney

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Once you’ve slept on a handmade Shifman, you’ll never want to sleep on anything else. 
For comfort and quality, it’s the finest handmade mattress in the world.

40-65%
SAVINGS

C R Y S T A L

TWIN SIZE
$189
Each Piece

C R Y S T A L

KING SIZE
$289

Sold in 3 Piece 
Sets Only

C R Y S T A L

FULL SIZE
$189
Each Piece

C R Y S T A L

QUEEN SIZE
$289

Sold in 2 Piece 
Sets Only

each
piece

each
piece

B A N C R O F T

TWIN SIZE
$119
Each Piece

B A N C R O F T

KING SIZE
$219

Sold in 3 Piece 
Sets Only

B A N C R O F T

FULL SIZE
$119
Each Piece

B A N C R O F T

QUEEN SIZE
$219

Sold in 2 Piece 
Sets Only

each
piece

each
piece

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Ten days
that will
change

your nights
forever.

Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Blessing of Port Newark Becomes
An Inspirational Experience

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Father Mario Balbi of
the Stella Maris Chapel in Port New-
ark welcomed a contingent of clergy
and guests at 9 a.m. on June 24 to
witness the 10th Annual Blessing of
the Port, Port Facilities and Port Work-
ers Day. Thirty minutes later, the con-
tingent boarded the Miriam Moran
tugboat at Berth 4 to begin an awe
inspiring two-and-one-half hour ad-
venture, which proved to include in-
sight on some very interesting people.

“Father Mario had this idea some
ten years ago and I can remember as
if it were yesterday when he walked
into my office and put his idea on the
table,” said Ecuadorian Line Director
of Northeast Operations Gary Whyte
of Mountainside, who assisted Fa-
ther Mario.

The 84-year-old Father Balbi came
to the original Stella Maris Chapel
nearly 40 years ago. He had previ-
ously been in Savannah, Ga. The Fitch
Organization helped build the present
chapel and some generous people from
northern Italy donated a marvelous
marble alter. A primary purpose of the
chapel and Father Balbi is to serve,
comfort and bless the seamen.

The Miriam Moran tugboat, built
in 1979, was built for power, accord-
ing to Chief Engineer Nick Svensson,
weighing more than 350 tons, with a
length of 110 feet and a width of 34
feet and containing two 3,300 horse-
power engines. The five crewmen
would normally spend two weeks on
board and two weeks off. If the Miriam
Moran were to operate a full 24-hour
day, it would consume approximately
3,000 gallons of fuel.

Mr. Svensson, 71, came to the
United States from his home on the
southern tip of Sweden – only 60
miles from Germany – in 1949 at the
age of 15.

Recalling some days of his youth
during World War II, Svensson said,
“The Baltic Sea has frozen over three
times in the last 100 years and I re-
member many Polish people fleeing
over the ice to Sweden to escape the
Nazis.”

Mr. Svensson also recalled an inci-
dent in the water near Port Elizabeth
many years ago where he rescued a
man and a woman. “The man couldn’t
swim and the woman was totally pan-
icking, so I actually had to hit her.”
(Instructor Lifesaving indicates that
is a necessary procedure in that situ-
ation to prevent all parties from
drowning.)

Several priests and two Rabbis were
aboard the Miriam Moran along with
Father McTague, now retired, who
had served at Stella Maris Chapel.
Despite recovering from a hip opera-
tion and walking with a cane, Father
McTague smiled and said, “I may be
walking with a cane but I’m able.”

Just before the Miriam Moran de-
parted the Port Newark Channel, Fa-
ther Balbi blessed the tugboat then
received a proclamation signed by
Governor Richard Codey and read by
Bob Gaffney, Manager of Industry
and Labor Relations at Port Newark.

As the Miriam Moran headed to
bless the newly constructed New York
Container Terminal in Staten Island –
formerly the Howland Hook Termi-
nal, about an hour trip, Mr. Gaffney
pointed out that Port Newark is the
largest handler of imported cars in
the United States and possesses the
largest floating crane on the east coast,
capable of lifting up to 110 tons.

Along the route, magnificent load-
ing or unloading cranes, imaginable
only to those who frequent ports,
towered over freighters that dwarfed
the Miriam Moran. There were
freighters that unloaded cement, pure
orange juice, cars and food produce.

Upon arriving at the New York
Terminal, where the Barrington Is-
land, one of Mr. Whyte’s Ecuador-
ian Line freighters, was harbored,
Father Balbi was helped onto a lad-
der. He descended to bless the work-
ers individually, the terminal and the
four huge Gantry Cranes that were
effortlessly hoisting hundreds upon
hundreds of containers that would
fit on the flatbeds of trucks. Balbi
had first blessed the cranes when
they were shipped in pieces from
Ireland last year.

After ascending the ladder, Father
Balbi blessed the Barrington Island
and a neighboring freighter before
the Miriam Moran headed to the Port
Elizabeth Channel for more bless-
ings. The tour proceeded to the Port
Newark Channel to repeat the bless-
ing to any vessel alongside the facili-
ties.

The Miriam Moran returned to
Berth 4 promptly at noon. The
Westfield Leader and The Times
guests, Michael Bartiromo, David
Corbin and Benjamin Corbin, parted
from Corbin Street in Port Newark as
hundreds of trucks bearing contain-
ers headed inland.

Roselle Park Police Chief Wielgus
To Head NJ State Association

AREA — With a promise to up-
grade training and higher education
programs for the more than 500 po-
lice chiefs in New Jersey, Union
County’s own Warren Wielgus, the
chief of police in Roselle Park, be-
came president of the New Jersey
Association of Chiefs of Police this
month in a dramatic ceremony at the
state chiefs annual gathering in At-
lantic City.

“I am so honored, I truly feel over-
whelmed by the fine tribute not only
to me but to my family and the mem-
bers of my borough council and my
fine mayor who took the time to come
down and swear me into office,” said
Chief Wielgus, who received a huge
standing ovation from many of the
chiefs from New Jersey’s 565 mu-
nicipalities as he assumed the leader-
ship of the state association.

Only a handful of chiefs from
Union County, including Clark Po-
lice Chief Anton Danco, retired
Westfield Chiefs Anthony Scutti and
James Moran, former Fanwood Chief
Anthony Parenti, the current direc-
tor of the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains, have ever
rose through the various offices to
become president of the state group
so it was no surprise that a huge
contingent from Union County was
on hand to see the chief take the
reins.

Chief Wielgus took the time while
standing at the podium to thank his
wife, Eleanor, for all her years of
support and love and for giving up
“so many nights” so that he could
attend meetings and perform his du-
ties.

He gave pause to recognize his
sons, Kenneth and Michael, and men-
tion his five wonderful grandchil-
dren.

“We are also so proud of the chief,
for the leadership he displayed dur-
ing his year as president of our county

chiefs’ group, and for his willing-
ness to share his experience and de-
sire to work on behalf of all his
colleagues from throughout New
Jersey,” said Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore J. Romankow, who
delivered a keynote address at the
conference that not only highlighted
some of Chief Wielgus’ accomplish-
ments but cited the need for every
chief to get involved with sharing
intelligence concerning criminal ac-
tivity, drug distribution suspects,
computer criminals and gang activ-
ity in their neighborhoods.

The new president has an interest-
ing history, because the day after he
started on the job in Roselle Park on
November 1, 1972, he was involved
in a case with an armed suspect, even
before his training began at the Union
County Police Academy.

“Kind of like immediate, on-the-
job training that gave me a quick but
deep appreciation for the demands
of this job,” said the chief, who was
a classmate with Union County Po-
lice Chief Daniel Vaniska at the acad-

emy throughout a good part of the
following year.

Because he developed an intense
knowledge of all the business own-
ers in the borough’s commercial dis-
trict, then-officer Wielgus was per-
manently assigned to the Chestnut
Street beat. After being promoted to
a sergeant in the patrol division in
October of 1981, he later became a
lieutenant in 1991 and was elevated
to the chief of the department in
1997.

“We have a great group of chiefs in
Union County, a great relationship
with our prosecutor and a great
amount of mutual respect and coop-
eration and I want to expand that
theme to some of the other counties
that need to have what we have here,”
said Chief Wielgus, who was praised
for his contributions to many other
departments by Mitchell Sklar, the
executive director of the association.

“There is no doubt he will rise to
the occasion and do a great job for us
while serving as our president,” Mr.
Sklar said.

Chief Warren Wielgus
Roselle Park

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLESSING THE PORT...Last Friday, the 10th annual blessing of the Elizabeth/Newark port and the ships in the harbor occurred. In the first photo, Chief Engineer Nick Svenson of the tugboat Miriam Moran answers questions of the ship design
posed by David Corbin of The Westfield Leader and The Times before getting underway. The tug cruises next to a cargo ship in the second photo. In the third photo, Father Mario Balbi leads the contingent in blessing the ships at Staten Island.

President, NJ Association
Of Chiefs of Police

Volunteers Asked to Take
Down Murphy Signs

AREA — The campaign of former
gubernatorial candidate John Murphy
has asked campaign volunteers to take
down any Murphy for Governor signs
that they come across.
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