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To Send Mail to
Our New Jersey
Soldiers in Iraq
Publisher’s Note: For those who

would like to send letters or newspa-
pers to our soldiers in Iraq from the
Westfield Armory NJ National
Guard, 250th Signal Battalion,
please use the following address:

Attention CPT Joseph Pipas HHC
250th Signal Battalion
FOB Danger
Tikrit, Iraq
APO AE 09
May 19, 2005 marked one year

since they departed from home.
To ensure delivery, do not send to

“Any Soldier,” as it probably will
get lost. Be sure to send to Captain
Pipas who is the Battalion Logistics
Officer who will insure any letters,
newspapers, or well wishes are dis-
tributed equitably among the NJ
troops.

  

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Customer Service High
On New Mayor’s List

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky knows he has an ambitious
agenda for the next six months as he
concludes the term of Greg McDermott,
who officially stepped down from his
mayoral post on June 21.

From the get go, Mayor Skibitsky
has initiated Saturday hours for resi-
dents to come to the mayor’s office
with any problems or issues that they
need his help with.

One of the issues that is among his
top priorities is a reduction in parking
permit fees for commuters and down-
town employees.

“I think it is time to sit back, look at
the fees and see if they can be reduced
and, if so, by how much,” he said.

The mayor has instructed Finance
Policy Committee Chairman and First
Ward Councilman Peter Echausse to
present his committee’s recommen-
dations within a month.

Mayor Skibitsky also is focused on
improving efficiency and customer ser-
vice at town hall. A volunteer citizens
committee currently is looking at the
town’s public works department to see
where changes might be made. The
committee is headed by former coun-
cilman and local attorney Matthew
Albano and includes John Ryan, a re-
tired pharmaceutical industry execu-
tive, and Pam Wiaczek, an engineer
who specializes in business consulting,
primarily in customer service issues.

The committee’s report is due to
the public works committee by the
end of July. The public works com-
mittee then will release the report to
the mayor and council. Mayor
Skibitsky said the recommendations
then would be immediately imple-
mented by the Department of Public
Works (DPW).

Mr. Skibitsky initiated the citizens
committee when he chaired that
council’s public works committee last
year. He said DPW employees are the
“most visible” in town from their
work in maintaining town streets,
picking up leaves, fixing potholes
and snow removal, as well as clean-
ing municipal parks.

“It’s a department where we spend a
lot of our taxpayers’ money so I thought
it was a good place to start, with this
outside committee. Let’s evaluate it.

There is no cost to the town, and at the
end of the day we hope to have some
good ideas to make their job easier and
make them more effective and provide
better customer service to our resi-
dents,” he said, noting he plans to
expand the “white paper” approach to
other departments.

In terms of outreach efforts, Mayor
Skibitsky said he wants to meet with
business groups such as the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce,
“B.R.A.K.E.S. (Bikers, Runners and
Kids Are Entitled to Safety), various
neighborhood and senior groups and
volunteer organizations.

“I would like to meet with as many
groups as possible to find out what
their needs are,” he said.

“I’m of the belief that you have to
be as open as possible, do as much
outreach as possible, educate people
and make them aware of the issues.
That’s how you are going to get the
most feedback, and productive feed-
back,” the mayor explained.

With that in mind, he said he plans
to have the town’s website upgraded,
describing the current website as “a
bit static.”

Three Hundred-Seventy-Four Grads
Bid Fond Farewell to Westfield High

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) held its commence-
ment exercises for the Class of 2005
last Thursday on the field behind the
school, graduating 374 students.

“This is the first time in history that
we are holding graduation behind
Westfield High School,” said Princi-
pal Dr. Robert Petix. “It was held in
the auditorium during the 1960s, then
moved to the armory when the crowd
became too large. In the 1980s, it was
moved to Kehler Stadium.”

The ceremony was held in an inti-
mate setting behind the school due to
construction at Kehler Stadium, with
parents sitting near graduates on the
field in folding chairs. “We couldn’t
have asked for a better location,” Dr.
Petix said.

Also, for the first time, every eligible
senior graduated. Among members of
the graduating class, 18 students re-
ceived National Merit Letters of Com-
mendation, six were recognized as
National Merit Semi-Finalists and two
received National Merit Scholarships.
There were 131 members of the Na-
tional Honor Society, 70 recipients of
the President’s Award for Excellence in
Education and 34 Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholars.

Christina Cordiero, Gilad Edelman,
Scott Fishberg, Rebecca Schulman,
Neda Simaika and Benjamin Wieder
achieved a perfect 4.0 all-subject GPA
at WHS; Christina and Benjamin were
awarded the Women’s and Men’s Club
Awards for their academic achieve-
ment.

The ceremony began with a pro-
cessional of the graduating class to
the accompaniment of instrumental
music teacher Raymond Wojcik’s ar-

rangement of Pomp and Circum-
stance, performed by underclassmen
members of the WHS concert band,

wind ensemble and orchestras.
Graduate David Reinhardt con-

ducted the crowd in a singing of
“America, the Beautiful.” Class Co-
Presidents Thomas Del Duca and
Rebecca Schulman welcomed their
classmates and the assembled audi-
ence. “We sit here as one, yet in only
a few moments, we will be heading in
separate ways,” said Del Duca. “Let’s
grasp our future with both hands with
the knowledge we have received.”

A moment of silence was held in
memory of Lisa Novick, a member of
the Class of 2005 who passed away
last summer.

Student Council President Andrew
Schott addressed the gathering.
“Wow, guys, wow,” he began. “It

seems like just yesterday that we
walked into the halls (of WHS).”

Schott reflected on the friendships
he made in Westfield and his hope to
meet people of similar character in
college. He advised his classmates to
“live life, because life is meant to be
spent, not saved.”

After presenting awards to mem-
bers of the graduating class, Dr. Petix
remarked on a debate publicized in the
school newspaper, Hi’s Eye, about the
“dearth of young men in our honors
and AP English classes.” The debate
manifested itself in letters to the editor
sent by Dr. Petix and former English
department chair Paula Roy, sparking
conversation by students and faculty
members alike. Dr. Petix praised Hi’s
Eye for bringing up controversial, yet
important issues. “Without expecta-
tion of disagreement, there could be
no dialogue. Without dialogue, there
could be no progress.”

WCBS 880 Radio News Reporter
Rich Lamb gave the commencement
address, praising the graduates for
their resilience in the face of the events
that have taken place over the years
they were in high school. “I am in
awe of you students,” he said. “You
entered high school at almost the
exact same time our nation lost its
sense of national security.”

He compared the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 to his experience
as a high school freshman when
President Kennedy was assassi-
nated.

Mr. Lamb encouraged the gradu-
ates to, “please dream, and act on
your dreams,” noting his enjoyment
and success in journalism. He told of
his pride in finding people who “put
a compelling voice to a story” and
“doing it the right way.”

Board of Education President Anne
Riegel and Superintendent R. Will-
iam Foley presented diplomas to the
graduates as Dr. Petix read their
names. To end the evening, the fac-
ulty, administrators and graduates
recessed to Edison Intermediate
School music teacher Dr. David
Shapiro’s arrangement of “Westfield
Victorious.”

Dr. Petix said, “We couldn’t have
asked for a better night. We were all
closer together than ever before.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

See Area Fireworks Schedule on Page 10

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
FINAL PERFORMANCE…Senior members of the Westfield High School  chorale and choraleers perform for the last time
at their own graduation ceremony.

Robert Harvey for The Westfield Leader
BATTLE OF SPRINGFIELD…The British troops were stopped in New Jersey at the Battle of Springfield during the
Revolutionary War as re-enacted last weekend in  Springfield. A full review of the story will appear next week.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
JUST GRADUATED… WHS graduates Sarah Klass, Liz McKay, Suzanne
Merkelson, Rebecca Schulman and Kate Judd (back row l-r) Adrienne O’Rourke,
Camille Hausheer and Michelle Kuppersmith (front row l-r) pose to commemo-
rate the end of their high school careers.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The council’s Fi-
nance Policy Committee presented
plans to roll back the cost of long-term
parking permits. Finance committee
member and First Ward Councilman
Peter Echausse discussed specific pro-
cedures to lower parking expenditures
at the South Avenue train station park-
ing lot for commuters, along with park-
ing designated for downtown employ-
ees at Trader Joe’s and the North Av-
enue train station lot.

“We reviewed and compared our
town’s needs to that of similar areas in
New Jersey. The closest with tiered
parking was Summit, which has a
$625-a-year charge for parking for NJ
Transit,” Councilman Echausse said.

“This provided a threshold for us to
examine. We couldn’t roll back to
what we originally had at $20. So, we
tried to reach a midpoint at close to
$45. We looked at comparable towns
like Millburn, Ridgewood and
Princeton, but what is unique to
Westfield is that we have 540 people
on a waiting list,” Councilman
Echausse added.

Councilman Echausse’s comments
concerning the great demand for
Westfield parking led Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst to question
the benefits of lowering costs. “From
a purely economic argument, if de-
mand is out there, why would we
want to reduce it (fees)? Why are we
reducing it to below market rate?”

“If you’re voting from a purely
economic perspective, then vote no,”
Councilman Echausse said. “We were
going to build a parking structure,
and we think we owe it to them (resi-
dents), and should have an above
average market rate.”

Newly appointed Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky concurred with his council.
“With the parking situation, you don’t
go by a market rate. You’re providing
a service to the citizens.”

The Finance Policy Committee pro-
posed a $48-per-month fee for Lot 3
for commuters at the south side train
station. This will amount to a $126
savings annually, considering the ex-
isting $702 yearly fee. This will be an
18 percent rollback.

Parking at Lot 6 on Watterson Street
will remain at $48 a month. “Night
owl” parking, which was set at $30 a
month, “will be reduced to a more
reasonable $10,” Mr. Echausse said.
That will cause yearly “night owl”
rates to drop from $360 to $120.

Councilman Echausse also pre-
sented a plan that requires a deposit
from citizens who wish to be placed
on the employee or commuter wait-
ing list. The upfront fee will be $100
and completely refundable. The de-
posit is proposed to be applicable
only after the ordinance is enacted. It
is not proposed to be retroactive to
the existing waiting list.

The proposal prompted concern
from Town Attorney Robert Cockren.
The council agreed to table discus-

sion on the proposed deposit caveat
of the reformed parking plan until it is
further explored.

The Finance Policy Committee also
addressed two new additions to per-
sonnel. In the coming months, the
Westfield Council will introduce the
positions of human resources man-
ager and town planner.

Three weeks ago, Mr. Gildea and
the committee developed a job de-
scription for the human resources
position. Advertising to seek candi-
dates for the position will begin within
the next few weeks, with the inten-
tion of filling the position in late July
or August.

The Finance Policy Committee is
reviewing qualifications and criteria
for the town planner position, to be
finalized later in the summer. When it
is developed, the entire council will
receive information concerning the
town planner job for review. Mr.
Gildea said the position might not be
filled until the fall.

Senate Sidesteps Roadblock
To Rail Freight Restoration
TRENTON – The Senate Trans-

portation Committee excluded Union
County from a proposed bill on Tues-
day that would require economic and
environmental studies in the state
before funding for railroad expan-
sion projects can proceed.

The change effectively prevents a
roadblock to the controversial expan-
sion plans underway by the Union
County Freeholders to rebuild dor-
mant freight service on the Rahway
Valley Line between Cranford and
Summit, plus on the Staten Island
Railroad between Cranford and Lin-
den.

Rail lines connecting through
Metuchen in Middlesex County
would be similarly impacted by the
freight restoration, although
Middlesex County was not excluded
from the proposed study require-
ments.

County residents in towns such as
Kenilworth, Springfield and Summit,
to be most effected by the freight
train traffic, have objected to the re-
activation since the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders intro-

duced the proposal in 2003. In 2004,
the county hired Morristown & Erie
Railway for the restoration and work
is underway. The lines have been
abandoned for more than a dozen
years.

Republican legislators of the 21st
District that includes Cranford,
Springfield, Summit and Westfield
called for the study requirements last
fall. Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield
with Assemblymen Eric Munoz of
Summit and Jon Bramnick of
Westfield, introduced legislation that
would have placed a moratorium on
state funding until the studies were
done.

In a press release, Senator Kean,
Assemblyman Munoz and Assem-
blyman Bramnick called on all Union
County legislators, elected officials
and citizens to demand that State
Senators reverse its decision to ex-
clude Union County from legislation
that would create a, “Smart Freight
Railroad Study Commission.”

They noted that the commission
proposal would determine whether

BOE Moving Ahead
On Attendance Policies

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Borough
Board of Education (BOE) members
Tuesday night announced that the
board will cut down on junk food sold
to school children. The board also
announced that it would take action
next month to approve two new poli-
cies regarding school attendance.
Officials said board members
Raymond Haggar and Patricia Knodel
and recently-appointed Chief School
Administrator Dr. Richard O’Malley
said the district’s goal is to be ahead
of Governor Richard Codey’s pro-
posed guidelines, which are mandated
by 2007. Schools will be cutting back
on candy and providing more healthy
alternatives, such as 100 percent juice.

“I think we need to go above and
beyond what the governor recom-

mends to provide healthy lunches for
our kids,” said Dr. O’Malley.

Mrs. Knodel discussed the two new
attendance policies that the school
board hopes to adopt in the near fu-
ture. One contains the reasons why
children must attend school by state
law, and when they must attend
school. Board members will vote to
approve both policies, among other
items, at its Tuesday, July 12 meeting.

The second policy describes excused
versus unexcused absences, and the re-
sponsibility of a parent to notify the school
of a child’s absence by 8:30 a.m. This
policy also explains what the district will
provide if a long absence is necessary,
and when denial of course credit is appro-
priate. Dr. O’Malley suggested inclusion
of these policies in the summer packet for
parents.

“It is beneficial to parents before school

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
LEADERS…WHS Principal Dr. Rob-
ert Petix and Senior Class Co-Presi-
dent Thomas Del Duca call attendees to
attention for the flag salute.
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Council Considers Amending Fees
For Long-Term, Commuter Parking
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“It needs to be more robust, more
dynamic,” he said. “It’s got to be more
informative. And those are things that are
relatively easy to do,” Mr. Skibitsky added.

“It’s an inexpensive resource. Let’s use it
to communicate with our residents,” he added.

Among the website improvements he is
considering is an electronic suggestion box,
bulletin board forms and newsflash updates
regarding such matters as road closures that
would be available to residents who sign up
for the service. Mayor Skibitsky said the
hours of the conservation center, recycling

dates and related information are the types
of information he would like to see added to
the town’s website.

On the issue of over-development in
town, the mayor said two proposed ordi-
nances dealing with this topic are now
before the town planning board. The first,
addressing so-called McMansions, would
regulate the height of a home relative to
the closest neighboring home, while the
second addresses shoe-horning of mul-
tiple homes onto corner lots.

The planning board is currently re-
viewing the ordinances, and has been
asked by Mr. Skibitsky to report back to
the council by the end of July.

The new mayor also has promised to
look into the parking problems in neighbor-
hoods surrounding Westfield High School.

“It’s a very difficult issue because there
is no simple solution,” he said.

He maintained that implementing park-
ing restrictions on one street, such as
Codding Road, only pushes the problem
onto surrounding streets. Mayor Skibitsky
said he wants to “leverage” the dialogue
with the Westfield Board of Education
that was generated following the defeat of
the school budget.

Mayor Skibitsky said shared services
between the town and school board to
generate more parking for the high school
could be a viable option.

The mayor has asked the council’s
parking committee, chaired by Third Ward
Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, to begin
discussions with the board on this issue.

On the matter of shared services,
Mayor Skibitsky said he wants to work
more with the County of Union. The
town has been working with the county
to add a left-hand traffic signal from
Central Avenue onto South Avenue.

Mr. Skibitsky said the goal is to reduce

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Mayor Skibitsky
Sets Westfield Agenda

traffic on surrounding streets, such as the
Boulevard and Summit Avenue, leading
to the Westfield Train Station. He said
motorists use side streets to avoid making
the left onto South Avenue.

Looking at his new position, Mayor
Skibitsky said he is looking to move for-
ward on issues currently before the coun-
cil, while not micromanaging town op-
erations and projects.

“I have the utmost confidence in (town
administrator) Jim Gildea and his staff.
They are professionals,” said Mr.
Skibitsky. He said he prefers to utilize a
system he calls “management by walking
around,” whereby he will listen to what
department directors have to say on projects
that are before the town government.Saturday Morning

Meetings with Mayor
WESTFIELD – Mayor Andrew

Skibitsky announced that he will be avail-
able on Saturday mornings to meet with
residents in the mayor’s office to discuss
their individual needs and concerns.
Mayor Skibitsky first made the announce-
ment during remarks following his swear-
ing-in as Westfield’s 33rd mayor.

 “I know that it is not possible for every-
one to attend Tuesday night council meet-
ings and sometimes an informal or private
setting is more appropriate,” said Mayor
Skibitsky. “Since becoming mayor, I have
emphasized enhancing the communication
between local government and citizens.  I
look forward to meeting with residents about
their concerns, questions and, hopefully,
suggestions on ways in which town govern-
ment can better meet their needs.”

To make an appointment, residents should
contact Joan Thermann, at (908) 789-4041.

Area Fireworks
Schedule
Sunday, July 3

New Providence
New Providence High School on

Pioneer Drive. Fireworks, follow-
ing 8:15-9:45 p.m. concert.

Monday, July 4
Mountainside

Deerfield School on Central Av-
enue. Fireworks at dark.

Cranford
Nomahegan Park on Springfield

Avenue. Fireworks at 9 p.m.
Summit

Soldiers Memorial Field off of
Ashland Avenue. Fireworks at 9:15
p.m.

Clark
Arthur L. Johnson High School

on Westfield Avenue. Fireworks at
9 p.m.

Plainfield
Cedar Brook Park, located at Park

Avenue and Pemberton Avenue.
Fireworks at 9 p.m.

Union
Biertuempfel Park, located on

Winslow Avenue, Fireworks at
dusk.

Westfield Man Charged
In Wall Township Accident

WALL TWP. — A 21-year-old
Westfield man was arrested and released
on charges stemming from an auto acci-
dent that injured four persons and caused
the closure of Route 35 in Wall Township
for an hour last Saturday afternoon, ac-
cording to Wall Township police.

According to police, Thomas F. Wade
was driving in a Jeep Cherokee headed
south on Route 35 when his vehicle
crossed over into oncoming traffic and
collided with a mini van driven by Justin
M. Starr of Howell Township.

The accident occurred at the intersec-
tion of Route 70 and Route 34, police
said.

Wade’s vehicle overturned and came

to rest on its roof, police said. Brielle
Borough police, fire and first aid squads
responded to the accident scene along
with the South Wall fire department and
Wall Township rescue squad.

Wall Township police said the acci-
dent caused the shutdown of the south-
bound lanes on Route 35 for an hour.

Police charged Wade with possession
of under 50 grams of marijuana, drug
paraphernalia and several empty Corona
beer bottles. He was released on a sum-
mons.

Wade, Starr and Starr’s two young
children were reportedly treated and re-
leased at Jersey Shore University Medi-
cal Center in Neptune.

Dorson Baby Care, Inc. 
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your 

baby?  Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care  
that you and your baby deserve! 

We ProvWe Provide: e: 

LivLive-in, n, LivLive-outout, full , full and partand part time babyby 

nurses & nas & nannnnies s 

BaBaby aby and fd family support just aily support just after childbr childbirth 

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse 
(973) 672-7691  (732) 376-0003 

www.dorsonhomecare.com 

Accredited by the NJ  

Commission on Accreditation  

for Home Care, Inc.   

the potential for economic growth from
the expansion of the rail lines justifies the
economic cost to the state. They said that
an eleventh hour maneuver by Senate
Democrats in the Senate Transportation
Committee amended the language of the
bill to remove Union County from the
short freight rail study.

“Simple questions such as what is im-
pact on traffic, public safety, emergency
response services, environmental factors
and economic development to this date
still have not been answered.” said Sena-
tor Kean, a prime sponsor of the bill.
“This issue not only affects Union County,
but also neighboring Morris County and
the region as well.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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starts,” said Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation President John Perrin.

Mr. Perrin announced that
Mountainside teacher Susan Schreiber
wrote of her thanks for the generous gift
presented to her for 40 years of service to
the borough’s school district.

Mr. Perrin reported that graduation
ceremonies were held at Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights, and at Deerfield School’s gradu-
ation ceremonies, which he and several
other board members attended.

He said the school board met with
Carol Larson, the senior field representa-
tive from the New Jersey School Boards
Association, to draw up district goals for
the upcoming school year.

“The major district goals are student
achievement, (to improve) curriculum,
finance, special education, facilities and
personnel,” said Mr. Perrin.

In a report, Dr. O’Malley explained the
newly installed mathematics system that
all Mountainside teachers will adopt for
next year. Everyday Math and Connected
Math are two programs designed to teach
students how to use mathematics in ev-
eryday situations, as well as integrating it
with science.

Garwood Council Adopts
Mews Project Amendment

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Many borough resi-
dents voiced their concerns with some
of the Garwood Mews project plans .
Some borough residents felt that since
two Maple Streets and one Chestnut
Street already exist in Garwood, this
would create confusion.

“We know our town and we know
how our numbering goes,” said
Garwood resident Anne Palmer at last
Tuesday’s Borough Council meeting.
“We can say, ‘I’m on the 300 block of
Spruce’ and we know exactly what that
means, but outsiders don’t. Now, we
will have to be very specific and say
Maple Avenue or Maple Court, and I
think this will cause confusion.”

“We don’t see a problem doing it,”
explained Mayor Dennis McCarthy.
“We did solicit the input from the emer-
gency departments in town (such as the
fire department).”

The Garwood Fire Department rec-
ommended even numbers for the north
and odd numbers for the south sides,
with numbers on the front and rear of
properties for identification purposes.

“The numbering will begin with 500,
which is different than what they are
now (on the existing streets),” explained
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio.

Bruce Paterson of Willow Avenue
passed out fliers regarding his concerns
with the future development. His flier
addressed traffic, zoning, street naming
and density. In reference to what he feels
is a density problem, Mr. Paterson ad-
vised, “I hope that you understand that
this is the last chance to address this
logistical and safety problem that is be-
ing created by the overly dense layout.”

Garwood resident and former Bor-
ough Planner Bill Nierstedt, currently a
member of the planning board, dis-
agreed with Mr. Paterson at the meet-
ing. He explained that, although he
feels there are four units too many,
“which is water over the dam,” the
issues in the flier “have nothing to do
with the density of that entire project.
Four units are not going to do anything
detrimental about the possibility of hav-
ing a complete area shut down.”

“We all know that North Avenue is
State Highway 28,” stated Mr. Nierstedt.
“The traffic and lights there are con-

trolled by NJDOT.” Mr. Nierstedt as-
sured the governing body that the de-
velopers are in the process of address-
ing the traffic issues and are currently
submitting their warrants to the NJDOT.

Garwood citizen John Motta ex-
pressed his support at the meeting. “This
is a high quality, high-end town home
commercial structure,” said Mr. Motta.
“There was a lot of deliberation and a
lot of consideration when this applica-
tion was considered.”

“I don’t see a problem with you ap-
proving an extra three feet for the
project, everyone seems to be in sup-
port of it,” stated Garwood resident
Sandro Villaraut.

Fire Chief Rich Bonfanti spoke out
about code requirements for sprinklers
in the back of the development. “We are
not completely satisfied,” said Mr.
Bonfanti. “We are all for redevelop-
ment, but the plans for re-approval were
never sent to the fire department.”

Councilwoman Villaggio explained
that, “This is an amendment to the rede-
velopment plan; there’s no detail plans.
That goes back to the planning board.”

Mr. Nierstedt added that, “They can-
not get a building permit until they
satisfy board conditions and the fire
officials sign off.”

Mayor McCarthy stated that now the
entire complex is going to be fully
sprinkler equipped.

Most of those present expressed their
approval, and an ordinance to amend
the redevelopment plan was adopted at
Tuesday night’s meeting.

“I’d just like to point out that we
always have the best interest (in mind)
of the borough as a whole,” expressed
Mayor McCarthy. “We are all about
progress, not stagnation. I think the
consensus is that we have something
good that’s coming into Garwood that
will benefit the community as a whole.”

On another issue, in the school board
report, Councilwoman Villaggio in-
formed the governing body that instal-
lation of sound barriers is scheduled on
top of Lincoln School to alleviate the
noise for the neighbors.

A meeting will be held tonight, Thurs-
day, June 30, in the Lincoln School
gymnasium at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the
potential construction of the Garwood
Community Center.

Mr. Echausse noted that the newly
selected staff members would come on in
the second half of the budget year.

During the meeting, ordinances were
read for the proposed demolition of four
homes located at 131 Lincoln Road, 382
Orenda Circle, 710 Dartmoor and 30
Sandra Circle. Mr. Gildea said the four
homes are all conforming teardowns and
do not involve sub-dividable lots.

In addition, two commercial office build-
ings, located at 111 and 129 Prospect Street and
owned by James Ward, are to be demolished.

The council agreed that the circumstances
surrounding the demolition of the office
buildings are extraordinary. The buildings’
unsafe condition must be taken into consid-
eration when approving this decision, know-
ing that it may set a precedent.

Councilman Foerst said that Mr. Ward
had earlier presented pictures to the coun-
cil of the dilapidated conditions at the
Prospect Street buildings. Mr. Ward has
been forced to remove hazardous sub-
stances, namely asbestos, from the sites.

“There’s a lot of asbestos, and now the roof
and the shingles are damaged and unsafe,”
Councilman Foerst said. “He tried to comply
with our rules, but he made his establishment
more of a hazard. I don’t have a problem
approving this, as long as he understands it’s
his problem if there’s an appeal.

“The building is in serious disrepair
from trying to remove the asbestos. He
needs to know that we do hold the big
hammer and we have the tools to keep
him in line,” Councilman Foerst added.

Fellow council members agreed that
the buildings not only are an eyesore, but
also a safety hazard. “It’s their risk. The
site is insecure and untidy,” Town Engi-
neer Kenneth Marsh said.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca said, “it’s
an exceptional circumstance to warrant
us from moving from our normal policy.”

Mayor Skibitsky agreed, noting the
building’s current condition could “at-
tract vermin and mosquitoes. Mold is
growing on the walls. We need to allow
this (demolition) to go forward.”

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
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SPFHS Class of ‘05 Prepares
To Face Challenges Ahead

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) celebrated the 351 gradu-
ates of its Class of 2005 with com-
mencement exercises last Thursday,
June 23 on Tyson Field.

Several members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood academic commu-
nity spoke at the graduation, includ-
ing the President of the Board of
Education (BOE) Linda Nelson and
the Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Carol B. Choye.

Following the processional, Prin-
cipal Dr. David Heisey welcomed
families and friends of the graduates.
He opened the ceremony with a speech
discussing the changes and challenges
the graduates will face as they move
on beyond high school.

“This is a time of rapid change,”

Dr. Heisey said. “There will be chang-
ing faces and you will be facing
change.”

He has confidence in the class’
capabilities to face the changes and
challenges the world offers, however.
He reminded them that they are the
class that came in as freshmen, and
less than a week later were forced to
deal with the catastrophic events of
September 11th. Dr. Heisey said he
believes that not only the nation, but
also the Class of 2005 came together
to support one another.

Dr. Heisey concluded his speech
wishing all of the graduates success
in their future endeavors. He then
turned the podium over to the class
Valedictorian, Nora Isack. Nora rec-
ognized the efforts and dedication of
the SPFHS teachers as well as all the
teachers her fellow graduates, whether
they be in the classroom or at home.

With the impact these individuals have
had on her life, she had a message for
her classmates.

“We all have the potential to
make an impact on the lives of
others, just as others have done for
us,” she said.

After Nora’s speech, Dr. Heisey
introduced the Salutatorian of the
class, Rebecca Koransky. Rebecca
harked back to her principal’s words
of facing new challenges and oppor-
tunities.

“We now enter a world of new
opportunities,” she said. “We will
forever be connected through Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School,
though.”

Rebecca also emphasized all the
charity work the Class of 2005 did
throughout high school, from donat-
ing to the families of firefighters after
9/11 to tsunami relief funds in South-
east Asia. As a class that entered high
school alongside one of America’s
most trying times, she characterized
the class as one that understood what
it owed to its local community and
society at large.

Several students then participated
in singing a selection from Wicked
the musical. BOE President Nelson
focused her speech on what life les-
sons the Scotch-Plains Fanwood
school system should have taught the
class over the past 13 years.

She believed the two most impor-
tant lessons to be having respect for
your classmates and confidence in
yourself.

“By now you should have learned
who you are,” she said. “Be fearless
enough to follow your own life. Most
importantly though, I hope you see
the worth of your fellow students.
May you see the humanity you all
share.”

Dr. Choye had a similar message in
her speech as she used it to praise the
graduates for their compassion for
one another. Like the Salutatorian,
she attributed this characteristic to
the extreme challenges of September
11th.

“You learned early that you can
make a difference,” Dr. Choye noted.
“This class faced challenges few could
have imagined. After 9/11, I saw a
class meld together.”

Following her speech, Dr. Heisey
returned to introduce Class President
Michael Baumwoll, who then called
the names of the graduates to receive
their diplomas. Every member of the
class completed the requirements to
graduate and 95 percent of them are
now headed to college.

Class President Baumwoll ended
the evening with a speech in which he
chronicled the class’ academic expe-
riences up to this point. He began
with the frightful first days of kinder-
garten where many of the graduates
met for the first time and ended with
the story of a class blossoming in
high school.

Turning to the future, he reiterated
much of what the preceding speeches
touched on in terms of serving the
community and beginning a new
phase of life and reminded the Class
of 2005 to always, “keep high school
in the rear view mirror.”

  

Fanwood Board Approves First
Downtown Redevelopment Project

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — The first develop-
ment project submitted under the
borough’s Revised Downtown Rede-
velopment Plan (RDRP) was unani-
mously approved by the Fanwood
Planning and Zoning Board of Ad-
justments on June 22.

Developer Michael Marcovecchio
was given the green light to construct
a mixed-use residential and retail
development at 222 South Avenue on
the corner of 2nd Street.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Times, “I think that this is a
historic moment for Fanwood. This is
the first new development in 30 years
and the first for the Downtown
Redeveloment Plan.” She added, “As
mayor, I want to express my thanks to
the public for taking the time to ex-
press their views and thank the plan-
ning board for diligently taking the
time to address all of the issues. They
did a wonderful job.”

She also expressed “hats off to the
Marcovecchios for being the first ones
out.”

The three-story, 6,500 square foot
building will include 10 residential
apartments on the second floor, of-
fices on the third floor and retail space
on the ground floor. The building’s
facade and the materials used will
incorporate Fanwood’s Victorian
style.

The developer was granted a park-
ing variance for a parking deficit of
eight spaces. Parking expert Eliza-
beth Dolan testified that this deficit
was not a significant detriment to the
neighborhood and could be offset by
a shared parking arrangement with
future developments or by purchas-
ing parking credits. The borough
council, acting as the RDRP commit-
tee, will make the determination of
how the developer should compen-
sate for the parking deficit, Mayor
Mahr said.

Professional Planner Dave Rob-
erts of Schoor DePalma, who testi-
fied on behalf of the developer, told
the board that the parking require-
ments in the RDRP were very conser-
vative and had a built-in cushion. He
said that as a mixed-use building the
parking needs would be at opposite
times of day, alleviating the deficit.

Several 2nd Street residents ex-
pressed their concerns during the
meeting regarding the size and den-
sity of the development and the im-
pact it would have on traffic and park-
ing in their neighborhood.

Mr. Roberts assured the residents
that the size of the development and
the traffic patterns would be retrofit-
ted with future developments so that
the entire block would connect to-
gether in a cohesive and safe manner.

After the residents repeatedly ex-
pressed their disagreement with the
plan’s density, Planning Board Chair-
man Gregory Cummings responded
to the residents, stating that this was
not the time or place to question the
density or design of the plan, which
had been approved in January, with
input from neighboring residents and
businesses.

In other business, the planning
board approved a bulk variance for a

garage renovation at 160 North Av-
enue. The residence, owned by Scott
Smith, was badly damaged by fire in
February, 2004. The Smith’s plan on
renovating their 380 square foot ga-
rage to construct a 711 square foot,
three-car garage, which requires a
variance as the zoning code limits
garages to a maximum of 500 square
feet.

Neighbors testified that they were
pleased that the Smiths were restor-
ing the home’s architectural integ-
rity. Borough officials commented
that this house was one of Fanwood’s
premiere properties exemplifying the
Victorian character of the borough.
The garage was approved with the
condition of implementing a storm
water management plan.

The planning board approved an
addition to a home on Graybar Ter-
race, also requiring a storm water
management plan. Neighboring resi-
dents voiced their objections that this

addition would increase impervious
coverage in their neighborhood pre-
cipitating additional flooding.

An application for a bulk variance
for a house on 2nd Street was post-
poned until next month’s meeting.
Approximately 13 neighbors, who
came to the board’s meeting to hear
that application, were advised by Mr.
Cummings that they could not com-
ment on the proposal until the appli-
cation was presented to the board at
next month’s meeting.

A driveway widening at 441
LaGrande Avenue was carried to per-
mit the owner time to redesign the
plan to conform to the board’s recom-
mendations.

The next agenda meeting of the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustments will be on Monday,
July 18 and the next regular meeting
will be on Wednesday, July 27. Both
meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. in
Borough Hall.

Robert Harvey for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BATTLE OF SPRINGFIELD…The British troops were stopped in New Jersey
at the Battle of Springfield during the Revolutionary War as re-enacted last
weekend in Springfield. A full review of the re-enactment will appear next week.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AT THE FANWOOD FAIR... Peter Chemidlin and Steve Goldberg ponder what
they’d do if they won the raffle for the Harley Davidson motorcycle sponsored by
the Fanwood Police PBA last Sunday. In the top photo, animal figurines are made
from ballons for the children.

Ben Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HATS OFF TO CLASS OF 2005...351 hats are thrown into the wind at Tyson Field last Thursday as the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Class of 2005 are joyous in celebrating their graduation.

Board Questions Bank
On Use of Gray Pavers

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS –The township
planning board, in an effort to find
out why Commerce Bank installed
brick pavers outside its Park Avenue
branch that were not in compliance
with township standards, plans to re-
view the site plans that were approved
by the board three years ago.

At its meeting on Monday evening,
bank representatives asked that they
be permitted to keep the gray brick
pavers installed around the building
during its 2003 construction.

Local regulations require red brick
pavers to be installed at new build-
ings in the downtown business dis-
trict, but bank representatives said it
was unclear whether those require-
ments included pavers on a property’s
interior.

Commerce Bank installed the re-
quired red pavers at the perimeter of
its property at the corner of Park and
Mountain Avenues, but, in keeping
with the bank’s overall design stan-
dards, put the gray pavers in the area
outside its building.

Speaking of the bank’s actions, at-
torney Robert Kraus told the board

that, “we don’t want you to feel some-
one put something over on you.” He

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

To Send Mail to
Our New Jersey
Soldiers in Iraq
Publisher’s Note: For those who

would like to send letters or newspa-
pers to our soldiers in Iraq from the
Westfield Armory NJ National
Guard, 250th Signal Battalion,
please use the following address:

Attention CPT Joseph Pipas HHC
250th Signal Battalion
FOB Danger
Tikrit, Iraq
APO AE 09
May 19, 2005 marked one year

since they departed from home.
To ensure delivery, do not send to

“Any Soldier,” as it probably will
get lost. Be sure to send to Captain
Pipas who is the Battalion Logistics
Officer who will insure any letters,
newspapers, or well wishes are dis-
tributed equitably among the NJ
troops.

SP Council Favors Cap
On NJ State Spending

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
state budget a few days away from
adoption, the Township Council
passed a resolution favoring legis-
lation that would cap increases in
state spending in a manner similar
to those imposed on local govern-
ments on Tuesday evening.

Noting that state law prohibits
municipalities from increasing
their final appropriations by more
than 2.5 percent, or the cost of
living adjustment, the resolution
stated that, “without limitations on
the amount the government of the
State of New Jersey may increase
its budget, taxpayers are vulner-
able to rising tax burdens in every
year.”

“In the spirit of tax relief,” the
resolution continued, the state gov-
ernment “should voluntarily sub-
ject itself to the same financial
controls” imposed on localities.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
said state spending is, “out of con-
trol,” noting that the state budget
increased by 17 percent last year.
Local officials, she said, focus a
great deal of attention on keeping
municipal spending under control
and within the spending caps.

“We have a cap; they can spend
uncontrollably,” said Mrs. Malool,
who is a candidate for State As-
sembly this fall.

In other business, the council ap-
proved the $16,944 purchase of
new antennas and related equip-
ment that will be placed on the new

communications tower being
erected at the south side firehouse.
The new equipment will enhance
communication between township
public safety personnel and, in a
reciprocal arrangement, will also
serve Westfield and Fanwood emer-
gency personnel.

The council voted to extend the
township’s lease at Jerseyland Park
Community Center until the end of
the year to enable Scotch Plains
and Westfield to store leaves there
this fall as part of the two towns’
leaf pick-up programs.

The council renewed 15 liquor
licenses for eight dining establish-
ments, four retail stores and three
private clubs. The license renewal
for Ginaser Corp. was tabled for
the time being and the license for
Ray Ric is being deferred pending
a special ruling from state Alco-
holic Beverage Control authorities.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
announced that the township’s June
18 sale of excess property, at which
she served as auctioneer, brought
in more than $8,000.

The council approved resolutions
congratulating Katherine Van
Haasteren and Jennifer Leslie
Bauer on having attained the Gold
Girl Scout Award. Another resolu-
tion congratulated Laurie Wellman,
who is retiring from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District
after 25 years of service.

Mayor Martin Marks also con-
gratulated Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins, who, last week, marked
25 years in his position.

Area Fireworks
Schedule
Sunday, July 3

New Providence
New Providence High School on

Pioneer Drive. Fireworks, follow-
ing 8:15-9:45 p.m. concert.

Monday, July 4
Mountainside

Deerfield School on Central Av-
enue. Fireworks at dark.

Cranford
Nomahegan Park on Springfield

Avenue. Fireworks at 9 p.m.
Summit

Soldiers Memorial Field off of
Ashland Avenue. Fireworks at 9:15
p.m.

Clark
Arthur L. Johnson High School

on Westfield Avenue. Fireworks at
9 p.m.

Plainfield
Cedar Brook Park, located at Park

Avenue and Pemberton Avenue.
Fireworks at 9 p.m.

Union
Biertuempfel Park, located on

Winslow Avenue, Fireworks at
dusk.
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MEMORIES...at Tyson Field last Thursday, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Class of 2005 graduated from being students to becoming memories.

Ben Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Bill McMeekan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Ben Solomon for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Boro Resident Wins Lottery
Worth $247,436 Before Taxes

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Wednesday, June
8 proved to be a lucky day for
Fanwood resident Calixto Martin,
who won $247,436 in the “Jersey
Cash 5” lottery drawing. Mr. Mar-
tin had purchased his ticket at the
Fanwood Corner Store.

According to store manager Dilip
Patel, who sold the winning ticket
to Mr. Martin, the winning num-
bers were from an automatic ma-
chine-picked ticket, one of many
that Mr. Martin purchases regu-
larly at the South Avenue store.

“He comes in here every morn-
ing to buy tickets and still does
since he’s won,” Mr. Patel re-
marked. “Only now he’s playing
the bigger games like Pick-6.”

Mr. Patel added that the Fanwood
Corner Store has had several lot-
tery winners since owner Raju Patel
opened the store two and a half
years ago. He stated that previ-
ously, the highest prize claimed

was in the range of $30,000 from
the scratch-off game “10 Times
Lucky” last summer.

According to New Jersey Lot-
tery officials, the average “Jersey
Cash 5” jackpot is approximately
$175,000 and chances of winning
are 1 in 658,000. However, it fea-
tures a “roll over,” which allows
jackpots to grow and carry over if
there is no top winner.

Mr. Martin held one of top two
prize winning tickets in the June 8
drawing, with the other ticket sold
in Asbury Park, dividing the total
prize of $494,872 in half. The
$247,436 represents the amount
won before 25 percent is deducted
by the federal government for taxes.

Mary Ann Rivell, New Jersey Lot-
tery Public Information Officer, re-
ported that Mr. Martin respectfully
declined to be interviewed. Locally,
he has won the biggest jackpot
since Suzanne Laterra of Scotch
Plains hit the Pick 6 and won $2
million on October 18, 2004.

TOP CASH...Fanwood Corner Store manager Dilip Patel sold the winning
“Jersey Cash 5” lottery ticket worth $247,436 to a Fanwood resident.

Reading Is Good For You!
Please Subscribe

The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

online at

said the bricks were in compliance
with the plan that was approved by
the board in August 2002.

Board Chairwoman Maria Sartor
recalled that she had visited the site
during construction and noted the
different colored pavers, but had been
told that the bank needed to open by
a certain date and that the pavers
“would be dealt with later.”

Eric Tomczak, who drew the site
plans three years ago, said the bank
had been told during the paver instal-
lation that they weren’t in compli-
ance with local regulations.

Ray Zabrowski, a landscape archi-
tect who designs all of Commerce
Bank’s branches, said it was not known
to him at the time that red pavers were
to be used in the area immediately
surrounding the building.

The Board asked bank representatives
to locate the original site plans for the
property so they could be examined at the
Board’s July 25 meeting.

In other business, the board dis-
cussed a proposed new sign ordi-
nance that will be forwarded to
the township council for introduc-
tion on Tuesday, July 12.

Mary Moody, the board’s profes-
sional planner, told The Times that the
existing regulations were “too uni-
form” and do not take into account,
for instance, the differing signage
requirements for businesses along
Route 22 versus those in the down-
town business district.

The board approved a major subdivi-
sion application by Terranova Builders
LLC, which will subdivide three lots
into six lots at 2229 Morse Avenue
between Westfield Road and Ascot
Road, with the new development ac-
cessible by a newly created cul-de-sac.

Approval was also given to 222
Katherine Street LLC, which asked
for a lot line change and permission
to build a new home at 1615 and 1641
Ramapo Way.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board Questions Bank
On Use of Gray Pavers

Senate Sidesteps Roadblock
to Rail Freight Restoration

TRENTON – The Senate Trans-
portation Committee excluded Union
County from a proposed bill on Tues-
day that would require economic and
environmental studies in the state
before funding for railroad expan-
sion projects can proceed.

The change effectively prevents a
roadblock to the controversial expan-
sion plans underway by the Union
County Freeholders to rebuild dor-
mant freight service on the Rahway
Valley Line between Cranford and
Summit, plus on the Staten Island Rail-
road between Cranford and Linden.

Rail lines connecting through
Metuchen in Middlesex County would
be similarly impacted by the freight
restoration, although Middlesex
County was not excluded from the
proposed study requirements.

County residents in towns such as
Kenilworth, Springfield and Summit,
to be most effected by the freight train
traffic, have objected to the reactiva-
tion since the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders introduced the
proposal in 2003. In 2004, the county
hired Morristown & Erie Railway for
the restoration and work is underway.
The lines have been abandoned for
more than a dozen years.

Republican legislators of the 21st
District that includes Cranford, Spring-
field, Summit and Westfield called for
the study requirements last fall. Sen.

Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield with As-
semblymen Eric Munoz of Summit
and Jon Bramnick of Westfield, intro-
duced legislation that would have
placed a moratorium on state funding
until the studies were done.

In a press release, Senator Kean,
Assemblyman Munoz and Assem-
blyman Bramnick called on all Union
County legislators, elected officials
and citizens to demand that State
Senators reverse its decision to ex-
clude Union County from legislation
that would create a “Smart Freight
Railroad Study Commission.”

They noted that the commission
proposal would determine whether
the potential for economic growth
from the expansion of the rail lines
justifies the economic cost to the state.
They said that an eleventh hour ma-
neuver by Senate Democrats in the
Senate Transportation Committee
amended the language of the bill to
remove Union County from the short
freight rail study.

“Simple questions such as what is
impact on traffic, public safety, emer-
gency response services, environmen-
tal factors and economic develop-
ment to this date still have not been
answered.” stated Senator Kean, a
prime sponsor of the bill. “This issue
not only affects Union County, but
also neighboring Morris County and
the region as well.”
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WHITE HOUSE FELLOWS…President George W. Bush met with White House
Fellows in the Oval Office on June 20 after the group had completed eight months
of their year-long terms. Patrick O’Hanlon of Westfield, far left, serves the Office
of Management and Budget.
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Minimum 2.75% APY guaranteed until 12/31/05.

©2005 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC   5/05
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Freeholders Settle Lawsuit
With Westfield Woman
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The County of Union
has settled an employment discrimi-
nation lawsuit brought by a Westfield
woman for $300,000.

Maria Todaro of Westfield was
awarded $378,000 by a jury in Janu-
ary at which the county announced it
planned to appeal the decision. Ms.
Todaro had charged in a lawsuit
against the county that she was not
promoted to the position of supervi-
sor in the division of weights and
measures due to politics. Michael
Florio, the applicant who was pro-
moted supervisor, is the son of Union
Township Mayor Joseph Florio, a
Democrat. The freeholder board has
been under Democratic majority since
1997.

Ms. Todaro had charged that Di-
rector of Public Safety Harold Gibson
had been instructed to give the
superintendent’s job to Mr. Florio.
The division of weights and mea-
sures is part of the public safety de-
partment under the direction of Mr.
Gibson.

The county settled an age discrimi-
nation lawsuit brought by Assistant
Superintendent Joseph Freitas, 3rd,
the third applicant for the weights
and measures supervisor post, for
$150,000. Mr. Freitas was serving as
assistant supervisor in the division at
the time.

Sebastian D’Elia, director of
publication information for the
county, said the freeholder board
would not have any further com-
ment on the case.

The county also voted last Thurs-
day night to settle a claim by a woman
who slipped and fell over a telephone
pole in Bryant Park in Summit.
Marlene Haggerty will receive
$100,000 for what D’Elia described
as a severely broken ankle.

In business, the board voted to re-
new the county health benefits pack-
age at a total cost of $36,592,839.

The package includes Horizon
Medical, Traditional, PPO, POS and
HMO (including COBRA and re-
tiree contributions) at a net cost to
the county of $26,371,466, repre-
senting an 11 percent increase over
last year.

The contract with Health Net Medi-
cal jumped 21 percent to $4,174,038.

In addition, the Aetna HMO plan
jumped 17.58 percent to $152,903.

The board approved a $1 million
contract with the Falls, Mass.-based
Holbrek Group for the construction
and installation of educational exhib-
its at the expanded Trailside Nature
& Science Center in Mountainside.

The board also officially awarded
the 2005 summer road-repaving con-
tract to Schifano Construction Corp.
of Middlesex at a cost of $3,441,291.

Over 14 projects are included in
the program, which encompasses
nearly 15 miles of roadway in 14 of
the county’s 21 municipalities includ-
ing Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside.

Each of the streets will be milled,
resurfaced and restriped. Handi-
capped curb ramps will be con-
structed or replaced. In addition,
new, larger, pole-mounted street
name signs will be installed at all
intersections intersecting with these
county roads. All storm water curb
inlets, curb pieces and grates will
be upgraded to meet new state storm
water management regulations as
part of the project.

Local projects included in this
summer’s program are: East Broad
Street between Elmer Street and
Springfield Avenue in Westfield;
Lamberts Mill Road from Jacob’s
Lane in Scotch Plains to Rahway
Avenue in Westfield; Raritan Road
between Old Lake Avenue and Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains; the Martine
Avenue extension from Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains to Cellar Avenue in
Clark; Sky Top Drive/Coles Avenue,
from Glenside Avenue in Scotch
Plains to the Trailside Museum in
Mountainside.

The board passed a resolution in
opposition to individual Social Secu-
rity accounts as proposed by Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

President Bush held an event in
Westfield on March 4 to promote his
proposal.

Plainfield resident Nancy Piwowar
praised the board for its action.

“What you are doing tonight is
commendable,” said Ms. Piwowar.

On another local note, Zenon
Moriak of Mountainside was ap-
pointed to the Union County Air Traf-
fic County Advisory Board for a term
ending December 31, 2006.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Postcards of Courthouse
Available From County

COUNTY — A deluxe poster of
vintage postcard scenes of the Union
County Courthouse and Midtown
Elizabeth dating back to the 1890s is
now available from the Union County
Courthouse Centennial Committee.

The 24-inch by 36-inch poster in-
cludes 18 historic scenes, taken from
vintage postcards in the private collec-
tions of Lester Sargent, chief warrant
officer for the county sheriff’s office,
and Charles Shallcross. Mr. Sargent is
president of the Union County His-
torical Society; Mr. Shallcross is past
president of the society.

“Below each postcard is a short in-
formative description of the photograph
and its place in history. The postcards
show the evolution of the County Com-
plex and of Midtown Elizabeth over the
past 100 years,” said Union Country

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, Chairwoman of
the Union County Courthouse Centen-
nial Committee.

The earliest photo is an 1890 shot
of the previous Courthouse, which
was built in 1811. Other photos in-
clude the current Courthouse, which
opened in 1905 and saw additions in
1927 and 1933.

The posters are available for $10
each, with proceeds going to pay for
Courthouse Centennial programs and
the preservation of historic artifacts.
Posters can be obtained by calling
(908) 527-4787 or in person at the
Union County Clerk’s Office: Union
County Courthouse, Old Annex, First
Floor, Elizabeth, NJ 07207. Payment
may be made by cash or a personal
check made to “Union County Court-
house Centennial Committee.” To
have the poster shipped, include post-
age and handling fee of $2.25.

The Courthouse Centennial Com-
mittee and the Board of Chosen Free-
holders are hosting an ongoing series
of activities celebrating the Union
County Courthouse’s 100 years as a
center of law, justice and government
in Union County. A Courthouse Cen-
tennial and Cornerstone Capsule Ex-
hibit will be on display through De-
cember 9. The exhibit includes unique
artifacts unique artifacts from a time
capsule buried in 1903 as well as
memorabilia celebrating the past 100
years of history in Union County.

DOT Replacing
Sidewalk In Town

WESTFIELD — Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said this week that
the Department of Transportation
(DOT), at the town’s request, is dig-
ging up and replacing cracked side-
walk along South Avenue.

Mr. Gildea said the DOT, which
has completed a redesign of the
South Avenue traffic circle, would
soon be leaving town, therefore free-
ing up spaces in the Watterson Street
commuter lot.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAMPAIGN HELLO...Westfield 3rd Ward Town Council candidate Darielle
Walsh is assisted last Saturday by Congressman Mike Ferguson while campaign-
ing door-to-door in town. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Mrs. Walsh,
Gretchan Ohlig and her son Henry plus Rep. Ferguson.

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SPRINGFIELD – Two Westfield
residents who were arrested on March
4 protesting President George W.
Bush’s visit to Westfield were acquit-
ted on Monday at Springfield’s mu-
nicipal court.

Jonathan Spitz and Emily Colvin,
who were 41 and 18, respectively, at
the time of arrest, were charged with
disorderly conduct. At the accused
parties’ request, the cases were moved
to Springfield in hopes of finding a
more objective court.

Mr. Spitz and Miss Colvin came
before the court with their attorneys
for less than a minute each, as they
informed the judge that the charges
against them had been dropped for a
lack of probable cause.

Mr. Spitz was represented by Casey
Woodruff of Bramnick, Rodriquez,
Mitterhoff, Grabas & Woodruff, LLC
of Westfield and Miss Colvin was
represented by Donald A. DiGioia of
Weiseman, Hely & DiGioia of
Mountainside.

“I’m so relieved,” Miss Colvin told
The Westfield Leader and The Times.
“I somewhat expected the charges
would be dropped, as I had so much
support, including several police of-
ficers who called it an unjust arrest. I
should have a right to express my
opinion.”

Miss Colvin had character wit-

Charges Dropped Against
Remaining Bush Protesters

nesses ready to testify on her behalf,
including Westfield resident Tom
Quinn and Noah Tennant, an assis-
tant principal at Westfield High
School.

Miss Colvin told The Westfield
Leader and The Times that she be-
lieves she was singled out at the pro-
test because she was holding the larg-
est sign.

Mr. Spitz and Miss Colvin’s cases
were on the docket along with many
typical municipal cases, such as traf-
fic violations. Their cases were over-
looked until Miss Colvin inquired as
to why her name had not been called.
The judge was promptly handed her
and Mr. Spitz’s folders, which were a
different color than those containing
local cases.

“It is a testament to the First Amend-
ment,” said Mr. DiGioia. “The Battle
of Springfield finished without a shot.”

The other two adults charged dur-
ing the March 4th protest, Thomas
Silva, 40, and Gabrielle Hanlon, 21,
of New Brunswick, received fines of
$150 and $100, respectively, for im-
proper behavior and disorderly con-
duct. They appeared before Westfield
Municipal Judge Brenda Cuba on
May 11. Five juveniles were also
arrested outside the Bush event held
at the Westfield National Guard Ar-
mory.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

Summer Special
Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.
Expires 7/6/05

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

Fattoria Del Cerro Vino Nobile Di
Montepluciano 2001

A fine example of great value from a lesser know
Tuscan appellation.  Made from a  variant of
Sangiovese, the wine is filled with red fruit flavors
heavily accented by dried cherries.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$33.99 1.75L
$24.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$34.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$13.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$8.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$14.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Wine Advocate 91 Pts.

Paul Lehrner Claus Zweigelt 2003  $17.99
A blend of  85% Zweigelt  and 15% Blaufrankish from
Mittelburgundland in the heart of Austria’s red wine country.
Bright deep raspberry, cranberry, and cherry fruit tones blended
with earthy and spicy black pepper accents.  Good high acidity
makes it a great match with anything from rich chicken and pork
dishes to a steak on the grill.

Enotria Arneis 2002  $16.99
A rare California version of the popular Italian Piedmont grape.
This very small production, less than 700 cases, is aged in 43% new
French Oak.  Apple, pear and almond flavors contribute to the
complex palate.  An ideal match for a wide variety of seafood dishes.

La Vielle Ferme Rose 2003  $7.99
The Perrin Family, producers of the famed Chateau Beaucastel wines,
also make fine everyday drinking wines that include this dry rose.
Made from 75% Grenache, 15% Cinsault, 10% Syrah, it is the
epitome of fresh rose for summer sipping.  Flowers, herb, dried cherry
and strawberry tones.  Get over your fear of pink and try some.

9919$

Frank Colon Appointed
Bus. Development

SCOTCH PLAINS – Pinnacle
Consulting, an information technol-
ogy company headquartered in
Wayne, has appointed Frank Colon
as Dir. of Business Development.

Mr. Colon has over 30 years of
experience in information technology
management, software development,
marketing and business development.

In his position, Mr. Colon will be
responsible for implementing strate-
gic sales and marketing programs,
while overseeing new business ini-
tiatives for the company. His focus
will be on expanding Pinnacle’s pres-
ence within selected markets.

Mr. Colon has held a number of
leadership positions at various com-
panies, including New York Life In-
surance, Bankers Trust, Wang Labo-
ratories, Leafstone Technologies and
Fujitsu Consulting.

Mr. Colon holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Queens College in New
York.
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Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

  
   

      

     

www.JonBramnick.com

Certified Trial Attorney

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Once you’ve slept on a handmade Shifman, you’ll never want to sleep on anything else. 
For comfort and quality, it’s the finest handmade mattress in the world.

40-65%
SAVINGS

C R Y S T A L

TWIN SIZE
$189
Each Piece

C R Y S T A L

KING SIZE
$289

Sold in 3 Piece 
Sets Only

C R Y S T A L

FULL SIZE
$189
Each Piece

C R Y S T A L

QUEEN SIZE
$289

Sold in 2 Piece 
Sets Only

each
piece

each
piece

B A N C R O F T

TWIN SIZE
$119
Each Piece

B A N C R O F T

KING SIZE
$219

Sold in 3 Piece 
Sets Only

B A N C R O F T

FULL SIZE
$119
Each Piece

B A N C R O F T

QUEEN SIZE
$219

Sold in 2 Piece 
Sets Only

each
piece

each
piece

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road,Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

Ten days
that will
change

your nights
forever.

Savings off of manufacturers suggested retail.

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Blessing of Port Newark Becomes
An Inspirational Experience

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — Father Mario Balbi of
the Stella Maris Chapel in Port New-
ark welcomed a contingent of clergy
and guests at 9 a.m. on June 24 to
witness the 10th Annual Blessing of
the Port, Port Facilities and Port Work-
ers Day. Thirty minutes later, the con-
tingent boarded the Miriam Moran
tugboat at Berth 4 to begin an awe
inspiring two-and-one-half hour ad-
venture, which proved to include in-
sight on some very interesting people.

“Father Mario had this idea some
ten years ago and I can remember as
if it were yesterday when he walked
into my office and put his idea on the
table,” said Ecuadorian Line Director
of Northeast Operations Gary Whyte
of Mountainside, who assisted Fa-
ther Mario.

The 84-year-old Father Balbi came
to the original Stella Maris Chapel
nearly 40 years ago. He had previ-
ously been in Savannah, Ga. The Fitch
Organization helped build the present
chapel and some generous people from
northern Italy donated a marvelous
marble alter. A primary purpose of the
chapel and Father Balbi is to serve,
comfort and bless the seamen.

The Miriam Moran tugboat, built
in 1979, was built for power, accord-
ing to Chief Engineer Nick Svensson,
weighing more than 350 tons, with a
length of 110 feet and a width of 34
feet and containing two 3,300 horse-
power engines. The five crewmen
would normally spend two weeks on
board and two weeks off. If the Miriam
Moran were to operate a full 24-hour
day, it would consume approximately
3,000 gallons of fuel.

Mr. Svensson, 71, came to the
United States from his home on the
southern tip of Sweden – only 60
miles from Germany – in 1949 at the
age of 15.

Recalling some days of his youth
during World War II, Svensson said,
“The Baltic Sea has frozen over three
times in the last 100 years and I re-
member many Polish people fleeing
over the ice to Sweden to escape the
Nazis.”

Mr. Svensson also recalled an inci-
dent in the water near Port Elizabeth
many years ago where he rescued a
man and a woman. “The man couldn’t
swim and the woman was totally pan-
icking, so I actually had to hit her.”
(Instructor Lifesaving indicates that
is a necessary procedure in that situ-
ation to prevent all parties from
drowning.)

Several priests and two Rabbis were
aboard the Miriam Moran along with
Father McTague, now retired, who
had served at Stella Maris Chapel.
Despite recovering from a hip opera-
tion and walking with a cane, Father
McTague smiled and said, “I may be
walking with a cane but I’m able.”

Just before the Miriam Moran de-
parted the Port Newark Channel, Fa-
ther Balbi blessed the tugboat then
received a proclamation signed by
Governor Richard Codey and read by
Bob Gaffney, Manager of Industry
and Labor Relations at Port Newark.

As the Miriam Moran headed to
bless the newly constructed New York
Container Terminal in Staten Island –
formerly the Howland Hook Termi-
nal, about an hour trip, Mr. Gaffney
pointed out that Port Newark is the
largest handler of imported cars in
the United States and possesses the
largest floating crane on the east coast,
capable of lifting up to 110 tons.

Along the route, magnificent load-
ing or unloading cranes, imaginable
only to those who frequent ports,
towered over freighters that dwarfed
the Miriam Moran. There were
freighters that unloaded cement, pure
orange juice, cars and food produce.

Upon arriving at the New York
Terminal, where the Barrington Is-
land, one of Mr. Whyte’s Ecuador-
ian Line freighters, was harbored,
Father Balbi was helped onto a lad-
der. He descended to bless the work-
ers individually, the terminal and the
four huge Gantry Cranes that were
effortlessly hoisting hundreds upon
hundreds of containers that would
fit on the flatbeds of trucks. Balbi
had first blessed the cranes when
they were shipped in pieces from
Ireland last year.

After ascending the ladder, Father
Balbi blessed the Barrington Island
and a neighboring freighter before
the Miriam Moran headed to the Port
Elizabeth Channel for more bless-
ings. The tour proceeded to the Port
Newark Channel to repeat the bless-
ing to any vessel alongside the facili-
ties.

The Miriam Moran returned to
Berth 4 promptly at noon. The
Westfield Leader and The Times
guests, Michael Bartiromo, David
Corbin and Benjamin Corbin, parted
from Corbin Street in Port Newark as
hundreds of trucks bearing contain-
ers headed inland.

Roselle Park Police Chief Wielgus
To Head NJ State Association

AREA — With a promise to up-
grade training and higher education
programs for the more than 500 po-
lice chiefs in New Jersey, Union
County’s own Warren Wielgus, the
chief of police in Roselle Park, be-
came president of the New Jersey
Association of Chiefs of Police this
month in a dramatic ceremony at the
state chiefs annual gathering in At-
lantic City.

“I am so honored, I truly feel over-
whelmed by the fine tribute not only
to me but to my family and the mem-
bers of my borough council and my
fine mayor who took the time to come
down and swear me into office,” said
Chief Wielgus, who received a huge
standing ovation from many of the
chiefs from New Jersey’s 565 mu-
nicipalities as he assumed the leader-
ship of the state association.

Only a handful of chiefs from
Union County, including Clark Po-
lice Chief Anton Danco, retired
Westfield Chiefs Anthony Scutti and
James Moran, former Fanwood Chief
Anthony Parenti, the current direc-
tor of the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains, have ever
rose through the various offices to
become president of the state group
so it was no surprise that a huge
contingent from Union County was
on hand to see the chief take the
reins.

Chief Wielgus took the time while
standing at the podium to thank his
wife, Eleanor, for all her years of
support and love and for giving up
“so many nights” so that he could
attend meetings and perform his du-
ties.

He gave pause to recognize his
sons, Kenneth and Michael, and men-
tion his five wonderful grandchil-
dren.

“We are also so proud of the chief,
for the leadership he displayed dur-
ing his year as president of our county

chiefs’ group, and for his willing-
ness to share his experience and de-
sire to work on behalf of all his
colleagues from throughout New
Jersey,” said Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore J. Romankow, who
delivered a keynote address at the
conference that not only highlighted
some of Chief Wielgus’ accomplish-
ments but cited the need for every
chief to get involved with sharing
intelligence concerning criminal ac-
tivity, drug distribution suspects,
computer criminals and gang activ-
ity in their neighborhoods.

The new president has an interest-
ing history, because the day after he
started on the job in Roselle Park on
November 1, 1972, he was involved
in a case with an armed suspect, even
before his training began at the Union
County Police Academy.

“Kind of like immediate, on-the-
job training that gave me a quick but
deep appreciation for the demands
of this job,” said the chief, who was
a classmate with Union County Po-
lice Chief Daniel Vaniska at the acad-

emy throughout a good part of the
following year.

Because he developed an intense
knowledge of all the business own-
ers in the borough’s commercial dis-
trict, then-officer Wielgus was per-
manently assigned to the Chestnut
Street beat. After being promoted to
a sergeant in the patrol division in
October of 1981, he later became a
lieutenant in 1991 and was elevated
to the chief of the department in
1997.

“We have a great group of chiefs in
Union County, a great relationship
with our prosecutor and a great
amount of mutual respect and coop-
eration and I want to expand that
theme to some of the other counties
that need to have what we have here,”
said Chief Wielgus, who was praised
for his contributions to many other
departments by Mitchell Sklar, the
executive director of the association.

“There is no doubt he will rise to
the occasion and do a great job for us
while serving as our president,” Mr.
Sklar said.

Chief Warren Wielgus
Roselle Park

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLESSING THE PORT...Last Friday, the 10th annual blessing of the Elizabeth/Newark port and the ships in the harbor occurred. In the first photo, Chief Engineer Nick Svenson of the tugboat Miriam Moran answers questions of the ship design
posed by David Corbin of The Westfield Leader and The Times before getting underway. The tug cruises next to a cargo ship in the second photo. In the third photo, Father Mario Balbi leads the contingent in blessing the ships at Staten Island.

President, NJ Association
Of Chiefs of Police

Volunteers Asked to Take
Down Murphy Signs

AREA — The campaign of former
gubernatorial candidate John Murphy
has asked campaign volunteers to take
down any Murphy for Governor signs
that they come across.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com
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Sweeney’s Memory
Lives With Friends

I appreciated your comments in this
week’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. It
is unfortunate that sometimes press re-
straints make editorial comment appear
heartless.

However, the memory for relatives and
friends of Tom and Carolyn Sweeney will
not be the printed word but rather know-
ing them over the years.

Ted Trumpp
Former Fanwood Mayor

From Iraq, SP Soldier Comments On
War for Freedom and Democracy

I apologize for the tardiness of this
response [to a letter to the editor by Mr.
Seagull in the June 5th edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times]. I am a
Scotch Plains resident, currently stationed
on Forward Operating Base Danger, on
the Tigris River side of the city of Tikrit,
Iraq. The mail is somewhat slow, but I
hope this message sees publication.

Dear Mr. Seagull, I was specifically
struck by your letter, ostensibly to the
mayor, but in actuality an insensible mani-
festo raging your political and social
agenda. Opinions do not normally move
me to writing, but in this case I felt the
need to make an exception.

I call your letter insensible because you
addressed it to a town mayor but argue
national level budgeting, abortion, health
care, student loans and Medicaid issues. I
am relatively certain town mayors do not
preside over such issues. Therefore I can
only believe that the letter was intended to
attack the mayor because of his political
affiliation.

We are a nation of ideas, which should
be exposed to healthy discourse, logi-
cally and rationally. However, I found
those two qualities lacking in the letter,
albeit humorous.

I was disappointed by your likening of
the insurgent forces we are fighting here
to our forefathers who fought in the Ameri-

can Revolution. Contrary to the opinions
of the letter, which were no more based in
fact than logic, the Iraqi civilians do wel-
come us with open arms. They are a
people much like any other, in that they
only care about the parts of their govern-
ment that influence their lives directly.
They want to see their children grow, and
they do not want to die before their time.

I will not use this precious space to give
a lesson showing how American history
was erroneously cited in the letter. How-
ever, I will elucidate something I have
learned first hand, for I have shaken the
hands of the Iraqi people where obviously
many have not.

1) The insurgency we are fighting is
not solely, or even largely, the indigenous
Iraqi people. Nor are the insurgents re-
flective of the general Iraqi population.

2) They are terrorists! They fight as
terrorists. They use the weapons of terror.
They bear no similarity to our American
forefathers.

3) Insurgents are not fighting for their
homeland. Some fight for the power they
lost when we removed a dictator. Some
fight for the chance to kill an American.
Some fight just to make a buck.

You see, there has been an Iraqi revolu-
tion, and Americans fought it. The indig-
enous population understands this, for they
are the ones pointing us to the newly

emplaced IEDs and showing us the hidden
weapons caches. They are also the ones
joining the emerging police and military
forces, and taking ownership of their coun-
try through the election process; either by
running for office or voting.

My fellow soldiers and I did not come
here on a misguided, criminal, imperialis-
tic endeavor. We did not steal money from
Medicaid to buy bullets, or re-appropriate
money from student loans to buy bombs.
We did not take over Iraq, nor are we going
to keep it. We brought Freedom and estab-
lished Democracy, and lived true to the
ideals and values of our nation.

Our mission thus far has been a success,
and will continue to be, because we refuse
to fail. I would ask that in the future, pure
politically charged letters be written based
on your experience, and do not speak for
those who would not have you as their
voice.

You perform an injustice to soldiers
who live today, and those who have an-
swered their final muster, when invoking
their names and actions to fuel your hate.
We stand to defend your rights, not to be
tainted by your misuse of them.

Michael Mercurio II
Warrant Officer

250th Signal Battalion
NJ National Guard
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The unanimous Declaration of the thir-
teen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events,
it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to as-
sume among the powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the
Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opin-
ions of mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to
the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness. —That to secure these rights, Gov-
ernments are instituted among Men, de-
riving their just powers from the consent
of the governed, —That whenever any
Form of Government becomes destruc-
tive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foun-
dation on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should
not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more dis-
posed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long train of abuses and usurpa-
tions, pursuing invariably the same Ob-
ject evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is
their duty, to throw off such Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future
security. —Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the necessity which constrains them
to alter their former Systems of Govern-
ment. The history of the present King of
Great Britain [George III] is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all hav-
ing in direct object the establishment of
an absolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the
most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass
Laws of immediate and pressing impor-
tance, unless suspended in their operation
till his Assent should be obtained; and
when so suspended, he has utterly ne-
glected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for
the accommodation of large districts of
people, unless those people would relin-
quish the right of Representation in the
Legislature, a right inestimable to them
and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bod-
ies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative
Houses repeatedly, for opposing with
manly firmness his invasions on the rights
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after
such dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the Legislative powers,
incapable of Annihilation, have returned
to the People at large for their exercise;
the State remaining in the mean time
exposed to all the dangers of invasion
from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the
population of these States; for that pur-
pose obstructing the Laws for Naturaliza-
tion of Foreigners; refusing to pass others
to encourage their migrations hither, and
raising the conditions of new Appropria-
tions of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration
of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws
for establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his
Will alone, for the tenure of their offices,
and the amount and payment of their
salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New
Offices, and sent hither swarms of Offic-
ers to harass our people, and eat out their
substance.

He has kept among us, in times of
peace, Standing Armies without the con-
sent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military
independent of and superior to the Civil
power.

He has combined with others to subject
us to a jurisdiction foreign to our consti-
tution and unacknowledged by our laws;
giving his Assent to their Acts of pre-
tended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed
troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial,
from punishment for any Murders which
they should commit on the Inhabitants of
these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts
of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our
Consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the
benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be
tried for pretended offences:

For abolishing the free System of En-
glish Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an Arbitrary govern-
ment, and enlarging its Boundaries so as
to render it at once an example and fit
instrument for introducing the same ab-
solute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolish-
ing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Govern-
ments:

For suspending our own Legislatures,
and declaring themselves invested with
power to legislate for us in all cases what-
soever.

He has abdicated Government here, by
declaring us out of his Protection and
waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed
the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to
compleat the works of death, desolation
and tyranny, already begun with circum-
stances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized
nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens
taken Captive on the high Seas to bear
Arms against their Country, to become
the executioners of their friends and Breth-
ren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring
on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the
merciless Indian Savages, whose known
rule of warfare, is an undistinguished de-
struction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We
have Petitioned for Redress in the most
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have
been answered only by repeated injury. A
Prince whose character is thus marked by
every act which may define a Tyrant, is
unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in atten-
tions to our British brethren. We have
warned them from time to time of at-
tempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We
have reminded them of the circumstances
of our emigration and settlement here.
We have appealed to their native justice
and magnanimity, and we have conjured
them by the ties of our common kindred
to disavow these usurpations, which,
would inevitably interrupt our connec-
tions and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, ac-
quiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in
Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of
the united States of America, in General
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the recti-
tude of our intentions, do, in the Name,
and by the Authority of the good People
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are,
and of Right ought to be Free and Inde-
pendent States; that they are Absolved
from all Allegiance to the British Crown,
and that all political connection between
them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And
for the support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our
sacred Honor.

The signers of the Declaration repre-
sented the new states as follows: New
Hampshire; Josiah Bartlett, William
Whipple, Matthew Thornton: Massachu-
setts; John Hancock, Samual Adams, John
Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge
Gerry: Rhode Island; Stephen Hopkins,
William Ellery: Connecticut: Roger
Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William
Williams, Oliver Wolcott: New York;
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis
Lewis, Lewis Morris: New Jersey; Rich-
ard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis
Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark:
Pennsylvania; Robert Morris, Benjamin
Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton,
George Clymer, James Smith, George
Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross:
Delaware; Caesar Rodney, George Read,
Thomas McKean: Maryland; Samuel
Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone,
Charles Carroll of Carrollton: Virginia;
George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Tho-
mas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Tho-
mas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Carter Braxton: North Carolina; William
Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn: South
Carolina; Edward Rutledge, Thomas
Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur
Middleton: Georgia; Button Gwinnett,
Lyman Hall, George Walton.

Reminded by Independence Day,
We’re Proud to Be Constitutionalists

In 1776, a group of citizens, called rebels, met in
Philadelphia and drafted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. From that moment, the genesis of a
great nation and a greater idea was formed –
Freedom and Democracy.

These grand beliefs were expressed in only
1,500 words. A great war followed, called the
Revolution. By 1787, the war was won and a
constitution was drawn: Our greatest document is
only 8,000 words and is understood by the people.

In the Preamble, the Constitution says:
We the People of the United States, in Order to

form a more perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the com-
mon defence, promote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Consti-
tution for the United States of America.

In order to ensure a government of the people,
by the people and for the people, the Constitution
dictated the separation of powers by declaring a
government of three parts: The legislative branch,
the executive branch and the judicial branch.

So, after more than two centuries, how are we
doing?

The United States of America is arguably the
greatest nation the world has ever seen. We’ve
fended off our enemies during many great con-
flicts. People still have freedom of speech and can
vote.

Mothered by the Constitution, individual rights
and freedom have withstood the natural assault
that occurs from government and from those oth-
ers drunk for power or afflicted with greed. It begs
the question, as government ages, does consolida-
tion of power grow and is freedom diminished? Is
our greatest enemy from another state or from
within?

To us, there are warning signs in recent events.
Other matters have crept into our beds with little
notice. Redress is required lest the growth in
centralized power engulfs personal freedom and
rights of this great nation that were bestowed upon
us by the patriots.

As the first notion at both the federal and state
levels, have the judicial and executive branches
grown in power to the point that they exceed their
constitutional authority? At the same time, has the
Legislative branch become neutered?

Last week, the U.S. Supreme Court wholly
altered the sanctity of private property ownership
rights and the meaning of eminent domain. The
court ruled that local governments are permitted
to take away the property of a private individual
and give it to developers. Previously, the rarely
used eminent domain provision was restricted to
high priority government projects, such as for new
highways and sewers necessary to benefit com-
munities.

The specific case involves New London, Con-
necticut where private homes are to be seized and
the land turned over to Pfizer and other private
developers. Can you imagine what that will lead
to here in New Jersey, given our state of affairs and
with the likes of Kushner and McGreevey lurking
in our midst?

In our view, the federal and state courts are

making laws and in effect spending money –
actions, which are specifically, prohibited by the
constitution which vests that power solely in with
the legislature. One can see this with the Abbott
rulings and innumerable other examples. Why has
the legislature become so weakened?

An interesting case was deliberated, but without
action, by the New Jersey Supreme Court on May 5,
2005 – one involving the gag rule which is imposed
on individuals who lodge a complaint against attor-
neys to the Ethics Committee – at this time, com-
plainants are not allowed to talk about it.

We recommend you take the time to view this  on
the Internet at http://njlegallib.rutgers.edu/supct/args/
A_89_04.php. Several things struck us  about  it.

Of the 70 professions regulated in the State of
New Jersey, including doctors, accountants, engi-
neers and even plumbers, only lawyers have their
own private disciplinary system, called the Ethics
Committee. When attorneys break the law, it’s
called an ethical lapse. All others are regulated
and judged in a totally public manner. To us,
they’ve carved themselves a sweet deal.

Attorneys for the Bar Association argued to the
Supreme Court that compelling interests of the
government are at stake, since lawyers are part of
the government by virtue of passing the Bar – the
State Bar is against any kind of grievance becom-
ing public because it could be due to the “whim of
the client.” Further stated, as lawyers are officers
of the court, public complaints would hurt the
reputation of lawyers more than any other profes-
sion and diminish their ability to  earn a living.

Members of the court commented — “why are
lawyers so special? Why is the judicial system
immune from public criticism? Judges and law-
yers are all out  of the same pot. Why is this a black
box? The ordinary man on the street would be
surprised this is not open, but gagged.’”

We were surprised to hear this and to hear that
the Bar Association considers all its members to
be part of the government, and further, deserving
of special privileges  – Who elected them? Who
appointed them?

We looked into this a little by reading the New
Jersey State Constitution. Effective 1978, all judges
were required to be members of the Bar. Prior to
that, such as in the 1950s, about half of the judges
were not lawyers. This change brought about a
heavy veil  of  secrecy in the state regarding affairs
of lawyers and judges. So much so, that the courts
loosened things up a bit in 1994 and are debating
it further.

We have the privilege to discuss these matters
with judges and legislators from time to time. We
have the freedom to publish our opinions. We
were taken aback during one such discussion,
when it was said, “Oh, you’re a Constitutionalist.”
Was this a derogatory label? – Does it paint us
ultra-left or ultra-right? – Does it imply that we are
simplistic and  naïve?

On this Independence Day, we’re reminded to
be proud to be Constitutionalists, for to be any-
thing else would be to dishonor those that  died to
give us freedom. If we forget, then the tyranny
such as they escaped in the far yesterday, will
engulf us in the near tomorrow.

Council Meeting Was
Democracy in Action
Last Tuesday’s council meeting was the

best meeting this town has ever had. The
meeting started with a very professional
dedication by our town administrator, Mr.
Jim Gildea, for Bernie Heeney. As you all
know, Mr. Heeney passed away recently
and the town dedicated a plaque in his
honor right outside his old office.

As we all made our way back inside,
the town had its chance to say goodbye to
Mayor McDermott and for the mayor to
say thanks and goodbye to us.

The meeting was very emotional, not
only for the McDermott’s, but all who
attended. Without any bloodshed or vio-
lence, the democratic process worked
again in our country as Mayor McDermott
handed over to Councilman Andy
Skibitsky the control of the town as the
new acting mayor.

As a proud member of WECARE, I
would like to thank Mayor McDermott for
all of his years of service to this town. Most
importantly, thanks to him for allowing the
residents of Westfield to vote on whether
or not Westfield needed a garage.

Say what you want about Mayor
McDermott but he was intelligent enough
to allow the town to decide on the garage,
so I will always be grateful to him for
listening to his constituents.

John Mancini
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Treacly – Thick and sticky
2. Peignoir – A woman’s dressing gown

or negligee
3. Habroneme – Having the form of

fine threads
4. Stot – A young bull

ASOMATOUS
1. Without sense or ability to reason
2. Without a material body
3. Distorted; not symmetrical
4. In grammer, a sentence that has a

word omitted but still could be understood
FOVEOLATE

1. Marked by minute depressions or pits
2. To saturate; soak
3. Plaitlike or folded
4. Fermentation resulting in a strong,

musty smell
EPULOTIC

1. Having the shape of a lense
2. Having a healing power
3. Oar-shaped
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

CAPNOMANCY
1. Divination by the ascent or motion

of smoke
2. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
3. Belief in a singular divinity or creator
4. Killing by decapitation

Tom Terrific Was Better
Off as a Met, Not Yank

In reading your piece on Tom Seaver
titled “Why Do So Many People Still
Remember Tom Seaver,” in the last para-
graph the writer wonders how many games
Tom Terrific might have won were he a
Yankee.

He might have won less games. Re-
member, the Yankees were always at the
bottom of the league standing from 1967
to 1973. If he were with the Yankees, he
would have not won a world champion-
ship in 1969. He would have in 1977. But,
he might have won 300 games.

Take it from a Yankee fan, Tom Ter-
rific in his time period, was better off a
Met than a Yankee. Just ask Mel
Stottlemyre.

Jim Halleran
Westfield
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Letters to the Editor
Westfield Soccer Assoc. President
Comments on Present Initiatives

In the years I have been associated
with Westfield Soccer, we have made
considerable progress in improving the
quality of the educational experience
for the children of Westfield, primarily
through the addition of high quality
training and coaching both from our
professional training partners as well as
our parent coaches at all levels of our
program.

We have steadfastly pursued our goal
of teaching children to be creative, skill-
ful players who play entertaining soc-
cer, thus enabling them to enjoy the best
elements of the “beautiful game.” As
much as we would like the families
involved in Westfield Soccer as well as
other communities that come to
Westfield to play against our teams to
evaluate our program on the basis of our
tremendous children, we cannot escape
the quality of our playing fields as a
yardstick by which we are measured. On
that basis we clearly do not score well. 

It has been three years since the 22
year tradition of the Westfield Cup Me-
morial Day Tournament was suspended,
largely as a result of the condition,
shortage and stress placed on our play-
ing fields by this tournament. Every
year we would get compliments on all
aspects of the [tournament] including
the town itself, however the feedback
concerning our fields stood in stark
contrast. Our problems are not unique.

There are 4,800 children in Westfield
between the ages of 5 and 14, and 50
percent of them participate in one of our
programs. In similar communities
throughout the region, the answer has
been obvious: the improvements in ar-
tificial surfaces have made them an ex-
cellent alternative to natural grass.

Over the years, Westfield Soccer has
invested a considerable amount of
money into both capital improvements

as well as maintenance of both town
and board of education fields.  Included
in our mission statement is helping to
improve the playing fields of our com-
munity.

I would like to thank The Leader’s
editorial staff for describing the
Westfield Soccer Association as the
most vocal athletic organization in town.
We took that as a compliment, implying
we have been strong advocates for the
families and children that make up our
membership. I suspect they are appre-
ciative of the efforts of the board, offic-
ers and members of Westfield soccer
who made their voices heard during this
process. I would like for the statement
that “they usually get what they want”
to be accurate, though no one whose
children have spent much time on our
playing fields would honestly draw that
conclusion.

We are pleased at the progress that is
being made, however, we do not be-
lieve that the problem of insufficient
and poor quality fields has been “fixed”
and nor should any of you. Nor do we
think for a minute that we are the only
athletic organization in town bursting
at the seams. If Frank Fusaro and the
Westfield Baseball Association ask me
to stand in front of town council to give
my opinion on a baseball project, I hope
to deliver as eloquent an argument as he
did for the Houlihan/Sid Faye project.

One final word for our neighbors
near Houlihan/Sid Faye: while we have
always tried to be courteous, respon-
sible neighbors, we understand that this
project carries an even greater burden
of responsibility.

We will do our best to treat our neigh-
borhood with the respect it deserves.

Barry Knapp
President

Westfield Soccer Assoc.

Erecting 85-Foot Cellular Tower
At Wychwood Co-Ops ‘Inconceivable’
I have just learned that Cellular Tele-

phone Company, d/b/a/ AT&T Wire-
less, has applied to the Westfield Board
of Adjustment for a variance to erect a
cell phone tower on the Wychwood
Gardens property and that a meeting
was held and a future meeting is
planned with the date to be announced
to hear AT&T’s application. I am
shocked that there is even a remote
possibility that this cell tower project
could occur. To erect an 85-foot high
tower with floodlights and a tremen-
dous flag on top in a fine residential
area in beautiful Westfield is incon-
ceivable.

We moved to Westfield 42 years
ago, first living in Wychwood Gar-
dens, and soon bought a home on
Drummond Road where we have re-
sided since then.

We have always loved Westfield for
its lovely homes, handsome landscap-

ing, attractive downtown, fine schools,
spacious parks and above all, its class.
To even consider putting up an ugly
cell tower in Colonial Westfield, a town
with such rich history, is ludicrous.

There is no need to put this hideous
structure in a residential area of
Westfield. Whatever possible benefits
might come from this venture are by
far outweighed by the negative impact
it would have on the entire town.

A few years ago, a great deal of
money was spent on Main Street
Westfield to make the downtown even
more attractive. If we in Westfield think
that is important, how can you explain
the entire cellular project?

I urge the citizens of Westfield to do
everything in their power to get this
cell phone tower rejected.

Fran Gold
Westfield

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BARTENDER IN FANWOOD…John Paff of Somerset talks to the crowd at the
Fanwood Fair last Sunday. Although he does not dabble in mixology, he is known
throughout the state as the bartender due to his activist work in making public
information about attorney ethics complaints. His findings are published on the
Internet at www.njbartender.com.
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Two little “gifts” were tucked into my
daughter’s report card envelope this week.
These were promotional pieces from the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. Each one was approximately 8x2
inches and made of thin glossy card-
board. One piece appeared to be intended
to pass for a ruler and the other a book-
mark. Each of these little full color good-
ies had the dates, times and locations of
the “Kids Kingdom” - Traveling Jubilee
and “Family Movies in the Park.”

Undoubtedly part of the “branding”
segment of the county’s marketing plan,
the words Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders were emblazoned on each
piece no less than three times. Also, tak-
ing up a full quarter of the card appeared
a listing of the names of all the board
members, just in case we forgot who they
were. By the way, I determined this by
using the handy ruler which is now at-
tached to my fridge door held in place by
the Union County magnet they gave me a

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, GOP Candidate for Freeholder

Constant County ‘Branding’
Advertising Isn’t Needed

couple of years back.
Now was all of this really necessary?

The only thing missing here was the phrase
“We’re Connected to You!” At least we
were spared that.

Taking a ride around the county, it is
noticeable that the quaint Union County
Park signs, which marked the entrances
to our public recreation facilities for
years, have been replaced with what
could be called billboards. Huge letter-
ing reminds everyone that the freehold-
ers should be thanked for making our
county parks available.

To my knowledge, we are the only
county around to make this announce-
ment in this way. Wouldn’t it be refresh-
ing to read “Paid for by the residents of
Union County, for the residents of Union
County.”

Most residents are unaware about the
county “Public Information Department,”
which is staffed with permanent employ-
ees who pump out press releases and
pictures of the freeholder’s “good deeds”
as well as an outside marketing firm paid
for with taxpayer money.

Worthwhile programs, events and good
deeds can promote themselves, finding a
way into the media with a well-written
press release and by word of mouth.
County government doesn’t need to con-
tinuously advertise who they are since
there is only one and there is no competi-
tion for customers.

Last I looked, the county clerk’s of-
fice is the only place that one can regis-
ter a deed or a mortgage. So what gives?
Perhaps it is because they need to re-
mind themselves just how “wonderful”
they are.

Maybe they should consider printing
next to the county levy on residents’ tax
bills, “Presented by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.” That
would certainly make it clear just how
much they are really “Connected to You.”

Free Home Safety
Courses Offered

FANWOOD — The Fanwood Com-
munity Emergency Response Team
(CERT) is offering free home safety
courses addressing fire, basic first-aid,
terrorism/major disaster awareness and
practical tips.

Everyone over the age of 18 who is
a Fanwood resident, caregiver or
worker in Fanwood is welcome to at-
tend. There are five different courses
available, totaling 10 hours.

The “Basic Home First Aid” course
will be held on Thursday, June 30,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Fanwood Rescue
Squad Building.

For more information, please see
www.fanwoodcert.org.

Continued from Page 4
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Library to Present Activities
For Adults and Youngsters

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, has announced a full
slate of programs for adults and chil-
dren for the week of Monday, July 4.
All are offered free of charge, but
participants must be Westfield Li-
brary cardholders.

For adult audiences, the library will
present the International Film Festi-
val, a series of six award-winning films
that will be shown each Tuesday
through August 9. The festival will
begin July 5 with screenings of Maria,
Full of Grace at 1 and 6:30 p.m.

Also for adults will be the TGIF
Program on Friday, July 8, at 1:30
p.m. Henry Morse, a radio history
authority, will discuss “The Shadow”
and other classic radio broadcasts.

Several programs will be offered
for children. “Baby Rhyme Time,”
for babies not yet walking and a
caregiver, will take place Tuesday,
July 5, from 10 to 10:20 a.m. Attend-
ees participate in rhymes, lap bounces,
songs and claps.

Mother Goose Group, for walking
toddlers up to two-and-a-half years
with a caregiver, will be held Wednes-
day, July 6, from 10 to 10:20 a.m.
This program features rhymes, songs,
movement activities and stories.

Tots’ Story Time, for children age
two-and-a-half to three-and-a-half
and a caregiver, will be offered Thurs-
day, July 7, from 10 to 10:30 a.m.
Youngsters listen to a story and do an
activity.

ABC Bingo, for young children who
know some letters, is scheduled for
Friday, July 15, from 10 to 10:45 a.m.

Registration for the summer read-
ing and listening programs will begin
on July 5. The library is sponsoring
three book clubs, including a listen-

ing club for children who are not yet
reading; a summer reading club for
youngsters through fifth grade, and
“Joust Read,” an online teen reading
club for those in sixth through 12th
grades.

Readers and listeners will be re-
warded with prizes based on how much
they read or listen. This summer’s theme
is “Dragons, Dreams, and Daring
Deeds.”

In conjunction with this theme, the
library will kick off its Summer Read-
ing Club program July 5 with a fenc-
ing demonstration at 4 p.m.

Additionally that day, “Excalibur
Story,” for youngsters who have com-
pleted first grade and up, will be held
from 7 to 7:45 p.m. Participants will
listen to the King Arthur story of
Excalibur and do a related activity.
Registration is requested.

Children with some knowledge of
how chess pieces move are invited to
join the library’s medieval chess club
on Wednesday, July 6, from 7 to 8:30
p.m.

Lunch Bunch, for youngsters who
have completed kindergarten, will
take place Thursday, July 7, from
noon to 1 p.m. Children are invited to
bring their lunch and join the librar-
ian for fun stories and activities.

For registration information or fur-
ther details on any of these programs,
interested persons may call the
Westfield Library at (908) 789-4090,
visit www.wmlnj.org, or stop by the
library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter.

Poets Invited to Send Entries
For Fanny Wood Awards

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts
Council and the Carriage House Poetry
Reading Series will present the third
annual Fanny Wood Poetry Awards.

The contest will be held in con-
junction with Fanwood’s annual cel-
ebration of Fanny Wood Day, which
will take place on Sunday, October 2.

According to local legend, Fanwood
was named for Fanny Wood, a Victorian
era author (possibly the daughter of a
railroad magnate), who traveled by rail
from New York to Fanwood to enjoy the
“country” atmosphere. It is said she
wrote poetry while visiting Fanwood.

Poets 17 years of age and older are
eligible to enter previously unpublished
poems. Poems must be typed in triplicate
on standard eight-and-a-half-inch by 11-
inch paper.

The entrant’s full name, address,
telephone number and e-mail address
(if any) must appear in the upper left
corner of only one copy to facilitate
anonymous judging.

Quality poems of any length and style
are welcome. There is no entry fee, and

poets may submit up to five poems,
which will not be returned. Poets are not
required to reside in Fanwood in order to
participate in this contest. Entries must
be received on or before Thursday, Sep-
tember 1.

First, second and third place and hon-
orable mention awards will be given,
with the winners invited to participate as
featured poets in the Carriage House
Poetry Reading Series at the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center in Fanwood.

Established in 1998, the Carriage
House Series is directed by Adele Kenny
and has featured such poets as Pulitzer
Prize winner Stephen Dunn, National
Book Award winner Gerald Stern, Ali-
cia Ostriker, BJ Ward, Catherine Doty,
Maria Mazziotti Gillan, Penny Harter,
Renee Ashley and Laura Boss.

Entries should be sent to: Fanny Wood
Poetry Awards, in care of Adele Kenny,
Fanwood Arts Council, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood 07023. For  more
information, please call the Fanwood
Arts Council co-directors at (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298.

Jewish Singles Plan
Red Lobster Outing

COUNTY – The Circle of Single
Jewish Friends 49 and above will hold
a Meet and Eat Lunch on Sunday, July
10, at noon at Red Lobster, located at
Route 1 and Gill Lane in Iselin.

The cost is $3, plus the price of a
meal off the menu plus tip. For more
information, directions and to re-
spond, please call Roberta at (908)
668-8450 by Friday, July 8.       

Kenneth R. Davidson and Ms. Jennifer Zarintash

Ms. Jennifer Zarintash
To Wed Kenneth Davidson
Dr. and Mrs. Kim Zarintash of

Fairland, Okla. have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Jennifer Zarintash, to Kenneth R.
Davidson. He is the son of Kenneth
B. Davidson of Westfield and Mr. and
Mrs. Norman Greco, also of Westfield.

Mr. Davidson is the grandson of
Robert A. Schwarz of Westfield and
the late Mrs. Shirley T. Schwarz.

The bride-to-be was raised in Tulsa,
Okla., where she graduated from Bishop
Kelley High School in 1993. She re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in
Biology in 1997 from Oklahoma State
University in Stillwater, Okla.

Ms. Zarintash earned her medical

degree from the University of Health
Sciences, College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Kansas City, Mo. in 2002.
She works as a Medical Science Liai-
son for First Horizon Pharmaceutical
Corporation.

Raised in Westfield, her fiancé is a
1997 graduate of Westfield High School.
He attended Eckerd College in St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., earning a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Developmental Psychol-
ogy in 2001.

The future bridegroom is employed
as a Cardiovascular Sales Specialist
for AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals.

The couple plans to be married in
May 2006 and will reside in Westfield.

DWC Is Named Recipient
Of Main Street Award

NATIONAL RECOGNITION…Volunteers and staff of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) attend the National Main Street Conference, which kicked
off the celebration of 25 years of the successful Main Street program. Pictured, left
to right, are: Dave Capodanno, Beth Brenner, David Martone, John Morgan,
Millicent Brody, Sherry Cronin and Courtney Nemec.

WESTFIELD — To celebrate their
achievements in 2004, seven mem-
bers of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) gathered last month
in Baltimore, Md. to receive the Great
American Main Street Award.

The National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation is celebrating 25 years of the
Main Street program this year.

Since 1980, thousands of commu-
nities throughout the nation have ap-
plied the incremental Main Street ap-
proach to revitalization, building
gradual improvements and successes
to sustain lasting change.

“Over 30 percent of our retailers
have served the community for more
than 25 years,” said Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin, “proving that the
downtown is largely sustained by ser-
vice and commitment to community.”

David Martone, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the DWC and
owner of Classic Thyme on East Broad
Street, added, “We look forward to

working with the National Trust for
Historic Preservation to celebrate Main
Street’s 25th anniversary.”

“The only thing you can be sure of
is that things always change,” said
Joe Spector, owner of The Leader
Store. “Whether it’s family life, busi-
ness life or your own daily life, you
can be sure that nothing stays the
same.”

The four points of the Main Street
approach are design, economic restruc-
turing, promotion and organization.

“As vice chairperson of the DWC,
I realize it is continually important to
always plan and implement new strat-
egies,” said Mr. Spector. “The four-
point Approach to the Main Street
Program has enabled us to improve
our town of Westfield with new con-
struction, facade improvements, pro-
motional activities and volunteer ser-
vices. Whatever we do, we continu-
ally strive to benefit our many busi-
nesses and property owners.”

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Ethel Washington to Discuss
Union County Black History
WESTFIELD – On July 6 at noon,

author and historian Ethel M. Wash-
ington will discuss her book, “Union
County Black Americans,” at the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon. The luncheon
will take place at B.G. Fields Restau-
rant, located at 560 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In her presentation, Ms. Washing-
ton will trace black history from the
early arrival of black slaves in Union
County from the 1600s through the
aftermath of the Civil War and the
tremendous number of African-
Americans who came north in the
1870s searching for industrial and
manufacturing jobs. Many settled in
local communities such as Westfield,
Cranford and Scotch Plains.

Ms. Washington, a resident of
Plainfield, is the history programs co-
ordinator for the Union County Divi-

sion of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
Through pictures, documents and

sketches, her book tells the story of
many famous African-Americans
who lived, at one time or another, in
the local area.

Among them were actor, singer,
athlete and civil rights activist Paul
Robeson and literary figures Langston
Hughes and Zora Neale Hurston, all
of who lived in Westfield, as well as
golfing great John Shippen from
Scotch Plains and Cranford native
Ernest Tyree, founder and manager
of the all-black Cranford Dixie Gi-
ants.

A telephone committee of the So-
ciety will contact regular attendees of
the luncheon to verify their reserva-
tions. Space permitting, others also
may attend. Interested individuals are
asked to call (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Monday, July 4.

Haggertys Welcome
Son, Daniel Patrick
Michele and John Haggerty of

Stroudsburg, Pa. have announced the
birth of their son, Daniel Patrick
Haggerty, on Thursday, June 16, at
5:38 a.m. at Moses Taylor Hospital in
Scranton, Pa.

Daniel weighed 5 pounds and 9
ounces and measured 18 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Mary Ellen Meredick of Scranton
and the late Donald Meredick.

His paternal grandparents are
Marilyn Haggerty of Westfield and
the late Jack Haggerty.

Westfield Memorial Library:   

July 2005 Events 
Library CLOSED July 2, July 4, and July 21 

 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

July 5 at 1:00 & 6:30 PM Foreign Film: Maria, Full of Grace 

July 8 at 1:30 PM TGIF: The Shadow Knows 
July 12, 19, 26 at 10:00 AM Computer Class: Computer Basics  

July 12 at 1:00 & 6:30 PM Foreign Film: Moolaade 
July 15 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Movie—Good Old Summer Time 
July 19 at 1:00 & 6:30 PM Foreign Film: Monsieur Ibrahim 
July 22 at 1:30 PM TGIF: White House Conference on Aging 

July 26at 1:00 & 6:30 PM Foreign Film: Motorcycle Diaries 
July 22 at 1:30 PM TGIF: Emily Dickinson 

 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

Special Events 
July 5 at 4:00 PM Fencing Demonstration (all ages) 

July 5 at 7:00 PM Story: Excalibur (completed 1st grade) 
July 8 at 10:00 AM ABC Bingo (know some letters) 

July 12 at 7:00 PM Story: Lady in the Lake (completed 1st grade) 
July 14 at 7:30 PM Book Discussion: Knights of Kitchen Table 

July 15 at 10:00 AM Color and Shape Bingo (know some shapes/colors) 
July 18 at 7:00 PM Performance: Sword in the Stone  (completed K) 

July 26 at 7:00 PM Tales from the Middle Ages (4 yrs.+) 

 

Ongoing 

July 5, 12, 22, 29 at 10:00 AM Baby Rhyme Time (Non-walking babies)* 

July 6, 13, 20, 27 at 10:00 AM  Mother Goose Group (toddlers up to 2½)*  
July 7, 14, 28 at 10:00 AM Tots’ Storytime (2½-3½ yrs.)* 

July 11, 18, 25 at 10:00 AM Preschool Storytime (3½-5 yrs) 
July 7, 14, 28 at 12:00 noon Lunch Bunch (completed Kindergarten) 

July 6, 13, 20, 27 at 7:00 PM Kid’s Chess Club  
*caregiver must attend 
All programs are free to Westfield Memorial Library cardholders. Pre-registration or age 

restrictions may apply to some programs.  Call the library for further information. 
 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090    

   908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Civil & Employment Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

 Law Offices Of

Robert G. Stahl
Korey Kerscher Sarokin
Christopher M. Farella

220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

T: 908-301-9001
F: 908-301-9008

www.stahlesq.com
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Two-Part Workshop to Focus
On Small Group Dynamics

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church, located
at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
will conduct an intensive study and
training workshop on Small Group
Dynamics Ministry over two Sun-
days next month.

The free workshop will begin on
July 10 and continue July 17, and
will be held from noon to 5 p.m.
each day. It is designed for anyone
who is serious about his or her min-
istry and refining his or her skills
and what he or she can bring to their
small group experience. All are in-
vited to attend.

It is also for anyone who has been
away from God, but is interested in
renewing his or her relationship
through the small group experience.

Willow Grove’s Interim Pastor,
George Betz, will lead this work-
shop, as he has done in other churches.
Lunch will be served with a sug-
gested donation.

Babysitting will be available in the
Children’s Ark upon request. Indi-
viduals are asked to let the church
know if childcare is needed and the
ages of the children.

There will be pre-workshop read-
ing assignments and preparation ex-
ercises. Materials are now available
and may be picked up at Sunday
worship or from the church secretary

during the week.
Anyone interested in attending, or

needing further information, may call
the church office during morning
hours, Monday through Friday, at
(908) 232-5678. They also may send
an e-mail to wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit the church’s website at
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

Local Church Holds Concert
Benefiting Soup Kitchen
By DON WILLIAMS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield’s Parish House
was filled with the sounds of music, and
middle and high school students danc-
ing June 17, as the church played host
for a benefit concert benefiting the
Agape Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth, an
initiative run by the church’s youth
program.

Brendan Cline, a junior at Westfield
High School and a volunteer at the
soup kitchen, organized the event.
The concert featured nine ska bands,
made up of local students and profes-
sionals from around the east coast.

The lineup for the night included:
Biz, Drive Thru Pharmacy, No Re-
grets, Offbeat in Suburbia, Inspector
Hector, The Bus, The Mafia, The
Interceptors and SGR. Biz is made up
of Cranford and Westfield High
School students, and The Bus and
The Mafia were formed at Westfield
High School.

The event raised over $1,500 for the
Agape Soup Kitchen, which serves din-
ner to the needy every Wednesday night
at the First Presbyterian Church in Eliza-
beth. Since it opened in 2000, Agape
has served over 50,000 meals, accord-
ing to a pamphlet printed by the church.

Brendan intends to use the money
raised from the concert to purchase
additional items for a clothing closet
run at the soup kitchen, which was
started in 2002.

He contacted bands through the
website njska.com, providing infor-
mation about the Agape program and
his plans. “I was really pleased with
the turnout,” Brendan said. “Every
band I talked to wanted to help. We
had bands spreading the word about
the event at their prior concerts, and
people handed out flyers at the high
school.”

Brendan said his friend Drew
Skibitsky, who has held concerts at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield to raise money to fight hun-
ger, inspired his own effort on behalf
of Agape.

Adult volunteers from The Presbyte-
rian Church’s Youth Commission col-
lected money and supervised the event,
which took place in Assembly Hall.

“The event was a big success,”
said Associate Pastor Christina L.
McCormick. “Brendan’s excitement
is what started this whole thing. This
is the first time we’ve done this, but
we might consider another Agape
benefit concert after tonight.”

Agape operates 52 weeks a year,
and volunteers leave every Wednes-
day at 3:30 p.m. from the Presbyte-
rian Church’s parking lot, usually re-
turning before 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation about the Agape Soup Kitchen,
please call The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield at (908) 233-0301. Torah Center to Offer

Kabbalah Discussion
WESTFIELD – The Union County

Torah Center will present a two-part
lecture series called “The Kabbalah
of Moshiach” on consecutive Tues-
days, July 5 and 12, at 8 p.m. at the
center, located at 418 Central Avenue
in Westfield.

Rabbi Levi Block will explain how
the Kabbalah views the Messianic
era and the Messiah himself. The
program is open to the public, and
there is a $10 suggested donation for
the course. For more information,
please call the Torah Center at (908)
789-5252.

PERFECT PICNIC DAY…Sunny skies graced the annual picnic at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield June 12, which featured a luau theme and décor.
Hundreds of picnic-goers were presented with leis upon arrival, after which they
filled their plates and enjoyed music and fellowship. Many activities were offered
for children. Special guest Sparky, mascot of the New Jersey Patriots baseball
team, mingled and joined in the fun, while having his picture taken with fans like
those pictured above. Church members plan to attend the Patriots’ game on
Friday, July 29.

Chapel Reveals Schedule
For Vacation Bible School

Musician Rick Recht to Give
Concert at JCC on July 26

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rick Recht,
the top touring musician in Jewish
music, will perform a family concert,
geared to all ages, on Tuesday, July 26,
at 7 p.m. at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey’s
Wilf Jewish Community Campus.

The campus is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. The
JCC’s Camp Committee of Camp
Yachad will sponsor the concert,
which is open to the public.

VIP tickets (first two rows) will be
offered at $25. Regular ticket prices
are as follows: Adults, $12; those
under 18, $10, and Camp Yachad

campers and staff, $8. Tickets at the
door will be $15 for adults and $12
for those under 18.

Advance purchase compact disks will
be available through the camp office
prior to the concert. Individuals are
invited to order a CD in advance and
have Mr. Recht autograph it at the show.

Mr. Recht performs popular, radio-
friendly music in Hebrew and En-
glish based on Jewish text and themes
of social responsibility. For more in-
formation about the event, including
ticket and CD prices and orders, please
contact tjacobs@jccnj.org or call the
camp office at (908) 889-8800, ex-
tension no. 234.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Labyrinth Walks to Begin
Sunday at Cranford Church
CRANFORD – The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open Labyrinth Walks,
with the next one set for Sunday, July
3. All walks will be held in the church’s
Bates Hall, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue.

Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.

Walking the Labyrinth is an an-
cient spiritual practice of prayer and
meditation. The 11-ringed pattern,
painted on canvas, is modeled after
the 13th century Labyrinth at Chartres
Cathedral in France.

During Medieval times, walking
the Labyrinth symbolized the Chris-
tian pilgrimage to Jerusalem for those
who could not personally make the

journey. For further information con-
cerning the Labyrinth program or
future walks, please call the church at
(908) 276-8440.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGHTING HUNGER…Members of the ska band “The Mafia” pose at a benefit
concert for the Agape Soup Kitchen in Elizabeth on June 17. The band is made up
of Westfield High School students.

FANWOOD – The Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, located at 535 Terrill Road in
Fanwood, has announced that its Vaca-
tion Bible School will take place Sun-
day through Friday, July 10 to 15.

Bible stories, songs, sports, crafts,
games and prizes all will be part of
the program, which will cover a vari-
ety of topics.

Sessions for boys and girls age four
up to those entering fifth grade will
begin meeting on Monday, July 11,
from 9:30 to 11:45 a.m.

A program for women also will be
offered then on “Forgiveness.” It will
include coffee, singing and a craft.
Nursery care is available for family
members of the women in attendance.

Beginners (age four through those
entering first grade) will focus on
“The Wordless Book.” Those enter-
ing second through fifth grade will be
offered “Lessons for Christian Liv-
ing” and are asked to bring their Bible.

Sessions for boys and girls in grades
6 through 12, as well as adults, will be
held Sunday, July 10, through Thurs-
day, July 14, from 7 to 9 p.m.

A special closing program will take
place on July 15, following the 11:30
a.m. dismissal. All families are in-
vited to a light lunch provided by the
chapel following the program. To pre-
register or for more information,
please call (908) 755-6360 or (908)
429-1635.

JULY 4TH WEEKEND SALE

ANNUAL STICKLEY MISSION SALE

AND STOREWIDE CLEARANCE
20-50% OFF AND MORE!

ACCESSORY SALE TOO! SAVE 20-50%
20 Stirling Road • Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • 908-756-7623

Valley Furniture Shop

435 East Broad Street  Westfield, NJ
Next To Westfield Municipal Court
908 928 9200 www.lawppl.com

Worship Service Set
Sunday at Local Park
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will conduct an
outdoor worship service and cookout
this Sunday, July 3, at 10 a.m. at the
covered picnic tables in Tamaques
Park in Westfield. There will be no
service in the church that day.

A brass instrumental group will play
religious and patriotic music. The Rev-
erend Jeremy Montgomery, Minister
of Local Outreach at the First Baptist
Church, will preach and conduct a cel-
ebration of the Lord’s Supper.

At noon, beverages and burgers
will be provided, and attendees are
asked to bring a side dish to share.
Visitors are invited to share in this
holiday worship and fellowship
event. For more information on the
event, please call the church office
at (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

First Baptist Singles
Post July Meetings

WESTFIELD – Widowed, divorced
or never-married individuals are in-
vited to gather on Sundays, July 3, 10,
17, 24 and 31, at 9 a.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Westfield for cof-
fee, cake and lively discussions deal-
ing with single living.

Meetings take place in the church’s
downstairs Fellowship Hall. A $2
donation is requested and all are wel-
come. Group members also take part
in winter movie nights, summer pic-
nics and holiday get-togethers, among
other activities.

The First Baptist Church is located
at 170 Elm Street. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 889-5265 or
(908) 889-4751.

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS
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SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

Monday July 11, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday July 14, from 2:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday July 16, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday July 18, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS JULY 18

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Saturday, July 9 @ 1:45 pm
Wednesday, July 13 @ 8:30 pm

or by appointment
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– Obituaries –

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Scotch Plains 

908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. A.P.H.

Mary Lou Hebding, 80, Teacher’s Aide;
Beloved Wife, Mother, Grandmother

Mary R. Mannino

Mary R. Mannino, 92, Retired Teacher;
Was CSH Volunteer For Over 20 Years

William T. Meglaughlin, 96, Was CPA;
Received Rotary Humanitarian Award
William T. Meglaughlin, 96, of

Basking Ridge died on Friday, June
24, at Fellowship Village in Basking
Ridge.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
been a longtime resident of Westfield
before relocating to Basking Ridge in
1996.

Mr. Meglaughlin retired in 1976 as
a partner from Deloitte & Touche in
New York City, where he was a Cer-
tified Public Accountant.

He was a former board member of
the YMCA in Westfield, the United
Fund and the Westfield Historical
Society, and was the recipient of the
Rotary Humanitarian of the Year
Award in 1989.

Mr. Meglaughlin graduated from
New York University in 1935 with a

Bachelor of Arts degree in Account-
ing.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Mathilda Helen Achlfeld
Meglaughlin, in 2002.

Surviving are two sons, William T.
Meglaughlin, Jr. of Flemington and
Robert B. Meglaughlin of Westfield;
a daughter, Cynthia J. Campbell of
Basking Ridge; 10 grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Mon-
day, June 27, in St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church in Basking Ridge. Interment
followed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gallaway & Crane Fu-
neral Home in Basking Ridge.

June 30, 2005

Mary R. Mannino, 92, of Westfield
died on Thursday, June 23, at Rahway
Hospital in Rahway.

Born in Elizabeth, she
had lived there before
moving to Westfield in
1950.

A graduate of New Jer-
sey State Teachers Col-
lege, Mrs. Mannino had
taught in Elizabeth, then
in Scotch Plains for 34
years, before retiring from
J. Ackerman Coles School
in Scotch Plains in 1977.

She also had served as a
volunteer at Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside for over 20
years.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, James C. Mannino, in 1971.

Surviving are a son, James A.
Mannino; three grandchil-
dren, Nancy Mannino,
Diane Polischek and
James Mannino, and seven
great-grandchildren.

The funeral was held on
Tuesday, June 28, from the
Memorial Funeral Home,
155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
followed at the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch

Plains. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

June 30, 2005

Mary Lou Hebding, 80, of Fanwood
died on Friday, June 24, at her resi-
dence.

Born in Mauch Chuck, Pa., she had
lived in Fanwood for 58 years.

Mrs. Hebding had been employed
as a teacher’s aide at School One in
Scotch Plains for 25 years prior to
retiring.

Surviving are her husband, Eugene
Hebding; her daughter, Susan Czap,
and her husband, John, of Westfield;
two sons, Eugene Hebding, Jr., and his
wife, Evelyn, of Matawan and Rich-
ard Hebding of Fanwood, and four
grandchildren, Kathleen Czap and

Nicholas, Alyson and Casey Hebding.
The funeral took place on Tuesday,

June 28, from the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood,
and was followed by a Funeral Mass
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment was held at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Fanwood Rescue Squad, 218
Forest Road, Fanwood 07023 or to
Haven Hospice at Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center, Park Avenue
and Randolph Road, Plainfield 07061.

June 30, 2005

Theodore A. Sawicki, 84, Postal Clerk;
Veteran and Former Tavern Owner

Theodore “Teddy” Adam Sawicki,
84, of Westfield died on Sunday, June
12, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Elizabeth, he came to
Westfield in 1965.

Mr. Sawicki had been a clerk with
the United States Postal Service in
Westfield for 25 years, retiring 15
years ago. Prior to that, he owned and
operated Sawicki Tavern in Elizabeth
for 20 years.

He served in the United States Coast
Guard during World War II and was a
member of Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Betsytown Post No. 1862 in Eliza-

beth.
Surviving are his wife of 56 years,

Marianne P. Sawicki; a son, Theodore
J. Sawicki of Atlanta, Ga.; a daughter,
Andrea H. Sawicki of New York City;
a sister, Stephanie Kominsky of
Naples, Fla., and three grandchildren.

The funeral took place on Thurs-
day, June 16, from the Krowicki
McCracken Funeral Home in Lin-
den. A Mass followed at St. Hedwig
Roman Catholic Church in Elizabeth.
Interment was at Saint Gertrude Cem-
etery in Colonia.

June 30, 2005

Environmental Comm.
Announces Winners

Of Stamp Competition
SCOTCH PLAINS –Chairman

Brian Doyle and the Scotch Plains
Township Environmental Commis-
sion announced the winners of their
Earth Day 2005 Design-a-Stamp
Contest:

Kindergarten to second grade:
Christina Chen of McGinn Elemen-
tary School (first place/second grade),
Emma O’Neil of Evergreen Elemen-
tary School (second place/kindergar-
ten), and Joseph Haverlock of Coles
Elementary School (third place/sec-
ond grade).

Grades 3 to 5:
Dominika Blach of Park Middle

School (first place/fifth grade), Karen
Bao of Park School (second place/
fifth grade); Victoria Karakis of Coles
School (third place tie/fourth grade)
and Kevin Charos of Coles School
(third place tie/third grade).

Community/Area News

County to Hold Free Concert
In Echo Lake Park July 6

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s free Summer Arts Festival
concert series continues on Wednes-
day, July 6 with a performance by
The Midnight Dip, one of the most
original bands in New Jersey. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders invites the public to attend
this outdoor concert, which begins at
7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park.

“The Midnight Dip was created by
several Kean University music ma-
jors, who collaborated to form a
unique contemporary jazz, funk, blues
and rock ensemble,” said Freeholder
Chairman Rick Proctor. “These dedi-
cated local musicians perform and
teach at venues throughout New Jer-
sey and we are pleased to present
them at Echo Lake Park.”

All Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesday evenings at
7:30 p.m. at the Springfield Avenue
end of the park. Lawn chairs, blan-
kets and picnic baskets are encour-

aged. A refreshment stand will be
available at approximately 6:30 p.m.
In case of rain, concerts in the series
will be moved to Cranford High
School, on West End Place off of
Springfield Avenue.

For up-to-date concert information
call the Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities 24-hour hotline at
(908) 352-8410 after 3 p.m. on the
day of the concert.

NASA Sends WF Teacher
To National Conference

WESTFIELD – Jeffrey Robbins,
a teacher from Westfield, will attend
the national conference for the Net-
work of Educator Astronaut Teach-
ers (NEAT) from June 26-30 in Or-
lando, Fla. as part of a program spon-
sored by NASA’s Office of Educa-
tion.

NEAT is a group of educators who
were identified as outstanding teach-
ers during the application process
for NASA’s Educator Astronaut Pro-
gram.  These educators work with a
regional NASA facility to help ex-
pand NASA’s education efforts.
These educators will often conduct
community programs based around
NASA events, such as a launch or
other high profile space agency ac-
tivity.

NASA’s Goddard Space Flight
Center in Greenbelt MD, one of the
ten agency field centers located
around the country, is responsible
for coordinating the educational out-
reach activities in northeast states
and has twenty educators from their
support region attending the NEAT
conference. Robbins is the only
NEAT educator working with
Goddard from New Jersey.

The NEAT educators are invited
to attend the national conference to
learn about some presentation ideas

and how to best conduct a commu-
nity-based program. At the national
conference, these educators are given
materials to use in programs they
can conduct within their commu-
nity. This conference is also a chance
for the educators to meet with the
coordinators from their respective
NASA locations.

Latest ‘Harry Potter’ Book
Set For Release on July 16

WESTFIELD – “Harry Potter and
the Half Blood Prince,” the sixth
book of the Harry Potter series, will
be released at the Town Book Store
in Westfield at midnight on Satur-
day, July 16.

In celebration of the new release,
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) along with the Town
Book Store will be hosting a Harry
Potter Scavenger Hunt in downtown
Westfield from Friday, July 1 to Sat-
urday, July 16.

Local merchants will be partici-
pating in the event by hanging a
unique Harry Potter poster in their

store window. Participating busi-
nesses include KaBloom, The
Children’s Place, Manhattan Bagels,
Trader Joe’s, Knit-A-Bit, Adler’s
Jewelers, Lancaster Ltd., North Fork
Bank, Cheeburger Cheeburger, B.
Kubic Opticians, NJ Workshop for
the Arts, The Leader Store, Embroi-
dery Baby, Castle Bootery, Planet
Smoothie, Interiors, Westfield Hair
Company, Michael Kohn Jewelers,
Jay’s Cycle Center, J. Winthrop &
Company, Xocolatz, Windmill, Un-
limited Communications, EBabe &
EDude Auctions and Douglas Cos-
metics.

Harry Potter fans that wish to par-
ticipate should pick up the Scaven-
ger Hunt forms and instructions at
the Town Book Store, located at 255
East Broad Street. All participants
must visit all of the participating
businesses to complete their forms
and return them by July 16.

All completed entries will be
placed in a drawing to win free prizes
donated by local downtown mer-
chants. Winners will be announced
the following Monday, July 18.

For more information call the
DWC at (908) 789-9444 or the Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 or
look for the Harry Potter posters,
flags and other promotional posters
at participating stores.

Belly Dancing Program
Offered to Teenagers
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will host a Belly Danc-
ing for Teens program on Tuesdays,
July 5, 12 and 19, at 5 p.m. at the
library. The class will last 45 minutes
and take place in the Fanwood Room.

Participants will learn an easy belly
dance routine set to Gwen Stefani’s
“If I Were a Rich Girl.” Both girls and
boys may attend.

Registration is required. The li-
brary is located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. For more informa-
tion, please call Nancy at the library
at (908) 322-6400.

Township Architect Honored
For Work on Area Home

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local archi-
tect Kevin Mason has won first place
in the Sympathetic Addition category
of the Great American Home Awards,
sponsored jointly by the National
Trust for Historic Preservation and
the Old House Journal.

Mr. Mason has been recognized
for his design of the addition to the
home of Wayne and Lisa Birkenthal,
at North Euclid Avenue in Westfield.
The project is featured in the May/
June editions of Old House Journal
and Preservation Magazine.

The competition saluted outstand-
ing residential projects from across
the country. The local winning
project expanded and complemented
a circa 1920 Craftsman style colo-
nial home by adding a screened porch
and family room on the first floor
and a master suite on the second
floor.

In keeping with the original house,
the new rooms were sized true to the
original architecture’s style.

Also included in the project were
the renovation of the kitchen and the
restoration of the dining room, as
well as other areas of the house. Origi-
nal stained-glass windows were
moved to the new exteriors, appear-
ing as if they had always been there.

“Unfortunately, too many families
resign themselves to what looks like

a box stuck on the back of their house
when they add an addition,” noted the
architect.

“This project was especially re-
warding because the homeowners
were as committed to making new
interior spaces blend seamlessly with
old as they were with ensuring that
exterior details of the addition were
evocative of the original house as
well as other older houses in the neigh-
borhood,” said Mr. Mason.

Mr. Mason’s work previously has
been featured in architectural books
and on cable television’s HGTV. He
is the author of “The Architect’s Busi-
ness Problem Solver,” published in
2000 by McGraw-Hill.

In private practice for 14 years, Mr.
Mason has concentrated his work in
the Scotch Plains-Westfield-
Plainfield area, with other design
projects in central and northern New
Jersey and Westchester and Rockland
Counties, N.Y. He specializes in resi-
dential architecture geared toward
today’s growing families.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Mr. Mason
earned undergraduate and graduate
degrees in architecture from Colum-
bia University. Before establishing
his local practice in 1991, he worked
with award-winning architecture
firms in New York City.

IMPROVING SAFETY…Sara Strohecker Clarkson and Deirdre Gelinne from
The Brakes Group were featured at the Westfield Rotary Club meeting held on
Tuesday, June 14. The focus of the group is to identify areas around Westfield that
require improved conditions for pedestrian and bike safety. Pictured, left to right,
are: Ed Shen, Director of Club Service for The Westfield Rotary Club, Clarkson
and Gelinne.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Red Cross Announces
Summer Youth Program

WESTFIELD – The Westfield/
Mountainside Chapter of the Ameri-
can Red Cross has announced that
Jonathan Finkle is the chapter’s sum-
mer youth handyman for 2005. This
program is made possible by a grant
from The Westfield Foundation. The
program is due to start Wednesday,
July 6.

Jonathan will be working with se-
niors in Westfield, helping with small
tasks around their homes. For further
information, please call the chapter at
(908) 232-7709.

GENEROUS DONATION…Coles Elementary School held a food drive for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood food pantry. Pictured, left to right, are: Harley Sacks,
Vanessa Sacks, Emily Driscoll, Olivia Whitmer and Sam Brause.

Health, Fitness Day
Draws Seniors to ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – More than 75 ac-

tive older adults attended the Westfield
Area “Y”’s National Senior Health
and Fitness Day on May 25. The “Y”
is located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

Participants took advantage of the
opportunity provided by the “Y” to
learn more about exercise programs
and explore new avenues to enrich
their lives through improved memory,
physical fitness and health awareness.

Westfield Area “Y” staff volun-
teered in various capacities to help
during the day. Trinitas Hospital,
Oxford Insurance Company and the
Arthritis Foundation sponsored the
event.

UCEDC Announces
Golf Classic, Workshop

COUNTY – The Union County
Economic Development Corpora-
tion (UCEDC)’s 21st Annual Golf
Classic will take place on October 5
at Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth.

The day will begin with a buffet
lunch, followed by a shotgun start
at noon. The cocktail reception,
awards dinner and auction will start
at 5:30 p.m.

The UCEDC will also be spon-
soring several programs and events
in our area. They held a Financial
and Technical Assistance for Small
Business Workshop on June 15 at
the Scotch Plains Public Library,
and will be holding a Small Busi-
ness Financing Seminar at the
Fanwood Train Station Community
Room in Fanwood on July 20.

Mr. Skibitsky to Speak
Tonight at Concert

WESTFIELD – Former Third Ward
Councilman and Interim Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky will be the
featured speaker at Mindowaskin Park
tonight, Thursday, June 30, at the
intermission program of the Westfield
Community Band’s weekly concert.

The intermission program is spon-
sored by the West Fields Chapter of
the Sons of the American Revolution
(SAR) and the Westfield Chapter of
the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution (DAR).

At the start of the program, DAR
Regent Stephanie Mannino will lead the
Pledge of Allegiance, while the SAR
Color Guard will present the Colors.

Prior to Mr. Skibitsky’s presenta-
tion, the Town Crier will announce
the news of yesteryear. The concert is
scheduled to begin at 7:30 p.m.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 30, 2005 Page 9

Dr. Robert Petix, Westfield High School Principal, Reports
Names of Honor Roll Students for Third Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Dr. Robert Petix has
announced the names of students
placed on the Third Marking Period
High and Regular Honor Rolls for the
2004-2005 academic year.

For the classes of 2005, 2006 and
2007, a student must attain all A’s in
major subjects and no grade lower
than a B in any minor subject for
inclusion on the Distinguished Honor
Roll, or a grade of A or B in all
subjects, major or minor, for inclu-
sion on the Regular Honor Roll.

Beginning with the Class of 2008,
determination of inclusion on the
Regular Honor Roll will be based on
All Subject Grade Point Average
(GPA), with no grade lower than B
(3.75 to 4.0) for Distinguished Honor
Roll, and no grade lower than B (3.50
to 3.74) for the Regular Honor Roll.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
FRESHMEN – 135 PUPILS

Timothy Adamcik Melanie Jackson
Jessica Anderson Michael Kane
Alexandra Annis Allison Kehler
Marlee Austin Angela Kerins
Claire Bennett Max Lazar
Danielle Bercovicz Toni Ma
William Bertoni Benjamin Maimon
Anusuya Bharadwaj Daniel Markowski
Matthew Blutfield Catherine Marvin
Kristen Boersig Rebecca McNulty
Laryssa Borkowsky Pratik Mehta
Lauren Brachman Michael Melillo
Jennifer Brotman Holly Messina
Kelsi Browning Katherine Meylor
Nina Brownstone Ariel Mone
Caitlin Burke Kimberly Morawski
Emma Byer Marissa Mumford
Andrew Calvaruso Haley Mustard
Jessica Campo Ravi Netravali
Samantha Chu Michael Nika
Catherine Cognetti Christina Obiajulu
Elise Colasanti Ellen O’Brien
Jordana Confino Gabrielle O’Leary
Stephanie Cortinhal Anne O’Neill
Kyle Cortley Aditi Parekh
Lauren Couture Alexandra Pecora
Emily Cozzi Maya Pincus
Barbara D’Agosto Stephanie Pinheiro
Julie Daurio Carolyn Raphael
Joshua David Michael Rediker
Ian Devaney Josephine Reinhardt
Melvin Diep Bena Reiter
Alison Donohue Crista Ricci
Kerriann Dooley Stephanie Rowe
Benjamin Dornfeld Sari Schwartz
Katherine Douglas Erin Scialabba
Connor Doyle Roshni Shah
Rose Driscoll Kevin Shallcross
Evan Einstein Jessica Sheft-Ason
William Eisenberg Megan Sherman
Michele Eniclerico Danielle Shoback
Craig Esposito Anna Smith
John Falzon Melissa Souto
Matthew Feniger Vincent Spinelli
Renee Ferio Patrick Stanley
Vincent Fitzpatrick Jacqueline Sull
Lauren Frankfort Kelli Sullivan
Evan Friedman Liane Sullivan
Lynne Ganley Danielle Tepper
Rachel Ganz Lindsay Tishberg
Shayna Gearhart Christine Tolias
Matthew Gelmetti Joseph Vall-Llobera
William Geltzeiler Melissa Virzi
Matthew Gralla Lindsay Walsh
Rachel Gray Cindy Wang
Britta Greene Daniela Weiner
Peter Griesmer Hannah Weisman
Diane Hagmann Hannah Wharam
Elizabeth Harbaugh John Wilt
Salonia Henry Cathryn Winchester
Caitlin Hewett Matthew Wolski
Jonathan Holt Tianyou Xu
Alexandria Hurtt Suzanne Yavuz
Neil Huskey Katharine Young
David Hyslip Eric Zagorski

Xinyi Zhang

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SOPHOMORES – 32 PUPILS

Beth Budnick Kate Kovalenko
Jessica Cain Neha Limaye
Luc Charansonney Mary Kate Luker
Brian Checchio Thomas Malaspina
Anthony Cocuzza Nathan Margolin
Kathryn Cronen Katherine Morgan
Seth Davidson Rachel Newberg
Kristen Dilzell Courtney Phillips
Casey Elkoury Matthew Renart
Nicole Finkel Jessica Riegel
Sheri Friedman Nathaniel Roquet
Kelly Furlong Melanie Schor
Lindsay Goldberg William Schwartz

Marissa Goldner Katherine Steenberg
Kelly Ann Hausseguy Samantha Vitale
Daniel Kehler Ayn Carlee Wisler

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
JUNIORS – 18 PUPILS

Dana Barrasso Rachel Leopold
Miriam Becker-Cohen Jennifer Metz
Abby Chazanow Jessica Moskowitz
Kevin Devaney James Pullicino
Gianna DiFrancesco Jason Rea
Alissa Eisenberg Richard Scialabba
Danielle Frogley Emily Singer
Erica Greene Jeffrey Thomashow
Erik Jacobsen Michael Yee

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SENIORS – 19 PUPILS

Christina Cordeiro Elizabeth Purcell
Ashley Current Rebecca Schulman
Jessie Elkoury Neda Simaika
Scott Fishberg Anne Siwulec
James Hanas Christine Stirrat
Marie-Claire Hausseguy Justin Tullo
Rebecca Mason Allison Turitz
Kristen Materek Megan Valenti
Mary McCall Zoe Zacharaides

Tammy Zurawa

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
FRESHMEN – 57 PUPILS

Stephen Aswad Stephanie Korunow
Samantha Avis Eunsol-Vickt Lee
Ben Baron Katherine Lee
Andres Betancourt Cathrine Levandowski
Jennifer Calello Matthew Loughlin
Scott Camuto Allison MacDonald
Caitlin Corkery Pamela Marks
Marlena Cortese Matthew McCurdy
Elizabeth Engel Gillian McGovern
Josefine Eriksson Christopher Miller
Brian Fabiano Gregory Nelson
Bryan Fitzpatrick Mia Pafumi
Christopher Franks Evan Porch
Brittney Gallagher Andrew Realmuto
Melissa Gallagher Mark Reimlinger
Paige Geraghty Rebecca Reyman
Aidan Granstrand Tessa Schaaf
Luke Granstrand Danielle Sgalardi
Alexander Greenspan Jordan Sharif
Claire Harris Rachel Ann St. Lifer
Elizabeth Hawkins Julia Valentin
Agustina Healy Angela Valles
Brandon Heroux Brittany Van Sickle
Lauren Huff Nicole Venezia
Samuel Johnson Emily Walus
Christine Kandigian Lauren Weiner
Maria Kheyman Caitlin Whitlock
Jaclyn Kirna Trevor Yee

Lisa Zavetz

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
SOPHOMORES – 198 PUPILS

Randi Ackerman Bryan Knapp
Amy Alszuler Anna Koehler
Matthew Amato Adam Koll
Aubrey Ambinder Julia Korn
Eric Ammermuller Edward Langer
Kimberly Angus Jennifer Laspata
Kaitlyn Anness Amanda Lavecchia
Sara Anthony Brian Lee
Philip Anton Joseph Linares
Anthony Arnold Claire MacDonald
Jillian Aronson Michael Marks
John Attanasio Christopher Mattes
Victoria Attanasio Kevin Maus
Bryan Austin Natalia Mavrogiannis
Stephanie Baeder Patrick McCabe
Luke Baran Erin McCarthy
Brian Bayne Amanda McQuade
Amy Behr Rebecca McQuade
Daniel Bellovin Harrison Mercado
Joshua Bornstein Philip Micele
Gregory Boyle Georgia Mierswa
Emily Bregman Caitlin Murphy
Lindsay Brown Stephanie Musat
Jennifer Burns Jeffrey Mysel
Scott Cantor Natalie Narotzky
Patrina Caruana Jesse Natale
Matthew Carville Jaclyn Nicoll
Tiffany Cayado Julienne Niemiera
Julia Cederroth Roberto Olivares
Lingbo Chen Caitlyn Oster
Chloe Cherin Andrew Patel-Schneider
Christopher Chou Ojus Patil
Theodore Chou Tara Picaro
Stephanie Christiano Olivia Pomann
Kimberly Cifuentes Catherine Porta
Kristina Cofone Daniel Pritsker
Catherine Cordeiro Brittany Pryor
Samuel Crawford Colleen Psomas
Tracy Dalton Anna Pullicino
Tara Daly Adric Quackenbush
Jennifer Danielsson Sarah Queller
Emily DeRosa Ellen Ramage
Nicole DiBenedetto Stephanie Raphael
Daniel DiFabio Daniella Regencia
Amanda Diaz Nicole Reich
Kelly Dohm Drew Ritter
Aaron Eisenberg Erin Roudebush

Christopher Engel Adam Rubin
Kate Fallon Peter Rucinsky
Elizabeth Falzon George Russo
William Farrell, 4th Ryan Salmon
Megan Feeney Lindsey Ann Sauerwein
Rachael Feeney Ian Schwartz
Lauren Finestein Julie Ann Shelman
Jonathan Finkel Marlena Sheridan
Rachel Fischer Daniel Shorrock
Alena Fleming John-William Sidhom
Andrew Ford Allison Simon
Remi Formal Joseph Simone
Alexander Forstenhausler Hope Skibitsky
Claire Fox Jenna Skoller
Joshua Friedman Leanne Skorge
Jason Frost Arielle Smelkinson
Angelina Garneva Bryan Smith
Emily Gee Darrell Ann Smith
Kelly Gelber Jacqueline Snyder
Jana Goldfarb Brent Souders
Andrew Goldman Kate Statton
Vicente Gonzalez Caroline Steller
Ilene Goodman Jack Sternal
Kayley Graham Jacob Stevens-Haas
Emma Hand Thomas Stewart
William Harbaugh Laura Straus
Matthew Harris Satya Tagat
Zachary Harris Katherine Taylor
Amanda Hayden Julie Tiedrich
Ying He Suzanne Toriello
Leanne Hewit Douglas Townsend
Timothy Hou John Trimble
Maureen Hughes Andrea Turitz
Christine Isabella William Uhr
Timothy Jacob Nicole Vendetti
Alexandra Jenkins Michael Verrier
Daniel Johnson Ted Vincett
Troy Johnson Jason Waks
Madeline Joyce Scott Warner
Daniel Kahaner Josh Wasserman
Christopher Kalis Sarah Weber
Edward Kane Jonathan Weintraub
Gillian Kape Francesca Welham
Anya Kaplan Heather Welham
Ilana Kaplan Robert Whitehead
Melanie Kaufhold Maxwell Wieder
Valerie Keil Molly Williams
James Kelly Charles Woehr
Meredith Kender Cassandra Wright
Erika Kettelson Alexander Wronski
Emily Kieczykowski Caroline Yost
Elizabeth Kline Aron Zavaro

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
JUNIORS – 166 PUPILS

David Ackerman Noelle Kandigian
Casey Ackermann Alexander Kao
Kristen Aguero Jason Kealy
Yasemin Alev Michael Kenny
Katharine Anderson Lindsay Kleiman
Kevin Anderson Angelina Kozak
James Arbes Jaclyn Lack
Mohamed Bakeer Emma Laird
Rachel Barrett Hanna Lee
Julie Bennett June Lee
Lauren Bentivegna Matthew Leong
Norite Bercovicz Feng Kevin Liang
Caitlyn Berkowitz Matthew Liebowitz
Lee Bernstein Jessica Lipschutz
Nikki-Lee Birdsey Caitlin Lisooey
Maurice Blackmon Kari Lobrutto
Kevin Block Rachael Louie
Kyler Boyd Caroline Luppescu
George Braun Caitlin Mahoney
Sarah Brois Jonathan Maimon
Nicholas Brownstone Samantha Manetti
Brian Burdulia Joann Mathew
Michael Burns Pamela Mattielli
Christopher Byrne Daniel McGrory
Megan Camillo Matthew Melino
Stephen Caprario Marilyn Mench
Dakota Carey Lauren Miceli
Justin Cesario Kimberly Milan
Lisa Chen Samantha Miller
Raymond Chen Jessica Minsky
Katherine Clark Lauren Mitchell
Emily Cleaves Samantha Mooney
Jesse Cohn Thomas Morabito
Karolyn Cook Stephen Morrison
Joseph Corea Kyle Murray
Ashley Cunningham Ravenna Neville
Patrick Daurio Alexandra Nish
Katherine DeProspero Victor Nolasco
Christine Deserio Carly Oliff
Lindsey Devlin Giovanna Pafumi
Monica Doss Carrie Palumbo
Monica Dreyer Eunice Park
Margaret Driscoll Danielle Partenhope
David Dunn Sarah Patankar
Jane Eilbacher Jeffrey Perrella
Lindsay Elbaum Kara Petersen
Craig Ellis Andrew Petrsoric
Salvatore Esposito Annie Peyton
Laura Fernandez Christopher Pinherio
Kristina Fietkiewicz Courtney Pogue
Marykate Flannery Amanda Posniak
Allison Fleder Alexandra Psyhojos
Kyle Fleming Kathryne Read
Kerilyn Foley Caitlin Reilly
Kristen Fortino Luke Ricci
Harrison Fox Ameer Rogers

Courtney Fox-Sherman S. Kaitlin Rogers
Daniel Freire Steven Royston
Thomas Fringer Kelly Ann Ruhl
Lucy Fromtling Jayne Ruotolo
Alan Futran Amy Santoriello
John Gagliano Daniel Schwartz
Jesse Garfinkel Eric Scrudato
Sarah Gerber Benjamin Shiffman
Joshua Gerckens David Scott Shottland
Kyle Gillyard Kaitlyn Shulman
Jeffrey Goldstein Lauren Sinnenberg
Diana Goodman Diana Spiridigliozzi
Andrea Gordon Sarah St. Lifer
Katilin Gorman Alan Tso
Amanda Gross Rachel Barri Tucker
Ryan Gundrum Ralph Turlington
Kunal Gupta Jennifer Urciuoli
Ben Harel Kayla Vandervort
Lauren Heffernan Mary Walsh
Meaghan Higgins Jacqueline Wendel
James Hoban Kevin Wicks
Jillian Hobson Colin Willard
Benjamin Holt Eric Williams
Cristina Insinga Jeremy Wolf
Katherine Itz Yuchen Zhang
Katherine Jarmas Yue Zhu
Kristopher Kagan Alex Zierler

REGULAR HONOR ROLL
SENIORS – 151 PUPILS

Michael Adamcik Christy King
Susanna Baranchuk Sarah Klass
John Paul Bartolomeo Perri Jana Koll
Jeffrey Bayne Rebecca Korn
Michael Beil Edward Kramkowski
Jeremy Berk Sara Lesko
Amy Bernstein Andrew Levy
Brooke Bernstein Abigail Lewis
Diego Betancourt Alyson Ludmer
Evan Bilheimer Elizabeth MacKay
Gabrielle Blitz Emily Rose MacNeil
Matthew Boyle Brendan Mahoney
Jake Brandman Nicholas Malaspina
Stephanie Bridgman Sarah Masel
Wesley Brockway Erin McCloskey
Alexandria Brummell Suzanne Merkelson
George Bucci Sara Metwaly
Leah Burke Ashley Molson
Jacqueline Burns Michelle Morawski
Lauren Campo Taylor Mulvee
Darek Candelore Barrett Newell
Natasha Carlos Hillary Nicoll
Gina Castrorao Lauren Nolan
Gene Chen Tara O’Donohue
Garrett Cockren Katharine Okamoto
David Cognetti Adrienne O’Rourke
Amanda Cohen Emily Ortuso
Katie Cole-Kelly Brian Oxman
Lyndsay Couture Giovanna Palatucci
Brent Davis Justine Palme
Urmi Dedhiya Angela Parisi
Thomas Del Duca Rebecca Perch
Leah DiMatteo Sarah Perch
Amanda Dickson Bryan Power
Mark Doss David Reinhardt
Jeffrey Dresely Alison Beth Rodino
Brian Dunstan Jessica Ropars
Gilad Edelman Abigail Rosenstein
Lauren Eisenberg Gregory Ryan, Jr.
Jamie Elbaum John Sawicki
Katherine Fahrenthold Willa Schaefer
Michael Fantini Jessica Schor
Jenna Federgreen Lindsay Seagull
Allison Feldman Kirsten Selert
Michael Feniger Ryan Shallcross
David Firestone Sasha Sharif
Meaghan Fitzpatrick Emily Sheehan
Megan Fowler Katherine Smith
Kristina Fraites Lisa Smythe
David Ganz Dana Brett Spass
Lauren Gelmetti Brad Speck
Keivan Ghorbanzadeh Amanda Spector
Deanna Goldner Kayli Spialter
Paul Goldweitz Brian Stotter
Ashton Golembo Monica Sull
Justin Goncalves Brendan Sullivan
Rachel Gordon Jessica Sussman
Julia Gormley Mikala Tidswell
Michael Gorski Allison Tiedrich
Mark Harbaugh Elizabeth Trimble
Monica Harris Denise Vassena
Camille Hausheer John Velasco
Christopher Hild Christopher Velderman
Meisha Hill Brittany Vella
Katelyn Hoens Bailey Verdone
Peter Hrinewski Alec Wasserman
Kate Judd Elizabeth Werner
Bryan Kahn Thomas White, 4th
Charles Kalis Lauren Winchester
Megan Kealy Cameron Wong
Brian Kender Qiaozi Yang
Edward Kerins Anne Yingling
John Kerr Michael Zahler
Valerie Kerr Lisa Zhang
Samuel Kim Dana Zichlin

Nicole Zubizarreta

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

OLD GLORY…Children in the Jumpstart Pre-K classes at Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains invited family members to school for a celebration in
honor of Flag Day and our great nation. The children performed a flag ceremony,
called “The Flag Recipe,” sang songs about the flag and invited their guests to join
them in spirited parade around the school building. After the parade, the pupils
treated their guests to flag-fashioned cupcakes that they had decorated. Pictured,
above, Scott Kaiser, John Petris, Jack Cannon, Quinn Kekelis, Caleb Chiariello
and Sara Miller perform the “Flag Recipe.”

Albertson and Siegel
Earn Brown Degrees
WESTFIELD – Jacob Albertson

and Randi Siegel, both of Westfield,
received Bachelor of Arts degrees
from Brown University on May 29.

Jacob, the son of J. Mark Albertson
of Westfield, completed an academic
concentration in sociology. He re-
ceived the Samuel C. Lamport Prize
in International Understanding.

Randi, the daughter of Kenneth
Siegel of Westfield, completed an
academic concentration in philoso-
phy (ethics and political philosophy).

AWARDED…Brittany Adisano, a resi-
dent of Scotch Plains and a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
was recently awarded a $500 account-
ing scholarship from the New Jersey
Society of Certified Public Accountants
(NJSCPA) Union Chapter. The schol-
arship is part of the NJSCPA’s annual
scholarship program, which awarded
more than $270,000 this year to over 75
students from across New Jersey.

DEGREE RECIPIENT...Shelby Elyssa
Neiss was awarded her JD degree from
Seton Hall University School of Law at
commencement ceremonies held at
PNC Arts Center, Holmdel on May 27,
2005. She was recognized for achieving
a concentration in Health Law. A 1998
graduate of Westfield High School,
Shelby received her Bachelor’s degree
from Indiana University, Bloomington,
Ind. in 2002. She is the daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Stuart Neiss of Westfield.

A PROUD MOMENT… TCI student Max S. of Scotch Plains, accepts congratula-
tions from his mom, Pamela Staeudle, and grandmother, Eleanor Staeudle, who
attended the end-of-the-year awards ceremony at Max’s school, The Children’s
Institute. Max and his classmates received awards for their accomplishments,
which included scholastic achievements, art and music awards, and other involve-
ment in extra-curricular activities, such as student council and scouting.

RECEIVING SCHOLARSHIPS…At their June 10 reception, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation celebrated 39 years of volunteer service.
Pictured with Foundation President Ellie Kramps are scholarship recipients, left
to right: Katie Zaleski, SPFHS Class of 2005; Sara Woods, sophomore at
American University; Malina Milonnet, Jr. at the University of Delaware; Mrs.
Kramps; Emily O’Connor, junior at University of Maryland; Sophia Fayngold,
Jr., New York University; and Morgan Scully, Kent Place Class of 2005.

To schedule a tour or for more information please call (908) 317-6900
Kinderprep95@aol.com • 812 South Ave. West, Westfield, NJ

653253

Full Day Preschool • Summer Camp for Pre K - 2nd Grades

Coming September 2005NEW HALF DAY PROGRAM

Celebrating 10 Years of Excellence in Education

NJ

Edward Mann Headed
To Japan for Summer
SCOTCH PLAINS — Edward

Mann of Scotch Plains will spend
three weeks in Japan this July as a
member of a Rotary Club Youth Ex-
change Program.

Eddie, who will be a junior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in Sep-
tember, will live with several Japanese
families during his stay on Shinkoku,
the smallest of the main islands of
Japan. He will attend Rotary Club
meetings in various cities while there.
The group will also visit Hiroshima,
Osaka, and other locations.

ENRICHMENT CENTER SUGGESTS

ACADEMICS AS PART OF SUMMER PLANS

     The Enrichment Center, a
full service tutoring and
enrichment center, is located at
424 Central Avenue, Westfield
and has satellite locations at the
ShopRites in Woodbridge and
Clark. Mrs. Elaine Sigal, owner
and director, says, “Use your
child’s time wisely over the
summer.  Three months is a
long time to be on a hiatus from
any type of education.
     Children forget what they
have learned and it makes
September a hard month for
them in school.  Summer is also
a prime time to get ahead with
their studies, be it next year’s
math curriculum or SAT / PSAT
review work.”  The Enrichment
Center offers classes or private
sessions for students of all ages
and for all reasons.

   The modern air-conditioned
facilities have ample on-site free
parking.  There is a wide variety
of days and times that students
may attend. All teachers are
state certified and experienced.
The class size is always limited
to 8 students for maximum
quality instruction. The
Enrichment Center was voted
Best Tutoring School in Union
County!
    Please call today to register
or to receive more information.
The Westfield number is 908-
65f4-0110.  Parents may also
call toll free for ShopRite
schedules and information at
877-66 TEACH.  The web site
www.TheEnrichmentCenter.com
is in depth and has useful
information for parents on
educational topics.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Pingry Celebrates
Commencement

BERNARDS TWP –The Pingry
School held its commencement exer-
cises on Sunday, June 12, 2005 at the
Martinsville campus. Pingry Head-
master John Neiswender and Chair of
the Pingry Board of Trustees Victoria
Brooks Lawrence presented diplo-
mas to the 123 seniors of the class of
2005.

John James Stamatis (Cum Laude
Society, National Merit Finalist, re-
cipient of the Timothy C. Cornwall
’64 Boys’ Soccer Sportsmanship
Award, Cipriano Family Scholar-Ath-
lete Award) of Mountainside gradu-
ated.

Westfield’s Rita Sophia Biagioli (AP
Scholar with Distinction, National Merit
Commended Scholar), Elizabeth Marie
Encarnacion (Cum Laude Society, AP
Scholar, National Merit Finalist), John
Bradley Fechter (recipient of the Timo-
thy C. Cornwall ’64 Boys’ Soccer
Sportsmanship Award), Alexander
Raymond Meder (National Merit Com-
mended Scholar, recipient of the Paul
R. Leary ’90 Award), Daniel Scott
Scheininger and Christopher Douglas
Svoboda (National Merit Commended
Scholar) graduated.

Denise O’Connor Earns
Bachelor of Arts Degree

WESTFIELD – Denise O’Connor
of Westfield was one of 517 seniors to
receive a bachelor’s degree during
the 139th commencement ceremony
at Bates College in Lewiston, Me. on
May 30.

Denise was awarded a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology. A dean’s
list student, she is a 2001 graduate of
Westfield High School.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
William O’Connor of Westfield.

Ryan Jones Gets Degree
From Franklin Pierce
WESTFIELD – Ryan Jones gradu-

ated from Franklin Pierce College on
Saturday, May 14, 2005.

Ryan received a Bachelor of Arts
in graphic communications. He was
also named to the Dean’s Honors List
for the Spring 2005 term.

Terrill Road Middle School Student
Wins National Geography Award

SCOTCH PLAINS — On June 22, Michael Pesin, a sixth grader at
Terrill Middle School, was the recipient of a National Geography Challenge
Award for 2005.

Sixth grade students from 127 schools nationwide participated in this
exam given in April. Michael was one of six students in the nation who
scored a 39 out of 40 (no one scored a perfect 40 points on the test). For this
achievement, Michael received a scholarship to be used toward his college
education.

Terrill Middle School placed third out of the 15 schools that participated
in New Jersey, and 28th in the nation. Jeffrey Brody placed second at
Terrill and Ezra Klemow came in third.

More Education
on Pages 16 & 17
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com
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 Pages 11-14

Director: Tom Breznitsky, SP-FHS Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the 7 time
NJ State Champion
Boys’ Soccer Team

Raider Summer Soccer Camps
July 11-15 • July 25-29

908-322-6102
raidercamp@comcast.net

Call for Information and Applications

HOURS:

“Kindersoccer”: 9am-11:30am

Grades 1-4: 9am-12pm

Grades 5-11: 9am-3pm

at Scotch Plains Fanwood High School Fields

MINEO SCATTERS 7 HITS; SCHURIG TRIPLES, SCORES

Scotch Plains Tops Westfield
In American Legion Ball, 3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pitcher John Mineo went the dis-
tance and scattered seven hits, while
walking only one and striking out
five to help 6-3 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood hold off 3-3 Westfield, 3-2,
in Senior American Legion Baseball
in Westfield on June 22. While three
of Westfield’s hits went for extra
bases, Scotch Plains relied on small
ball and crafty base running to manu-
facture its runs.

Westfield starting pitcher Craig
Ellis yielded six hits in his four in-
nings on the mound, struck out six
and walked four.

“He’s doing well but he didn’t have
his best stuff today,” said Westfield
Head Coach Bob Gardello. “But all
around, our pitching was good today.”

Relief pitcher Josh Gerckens tossed
the final three scoreless innings, al-
lowing two hits while striking out
two and walking none.

Jon Cox led Scotch Plains with two
hits. Mike Rucin, Mineo and Colin
Weber each singled and scored a run.
James Dinizo had a single and an RBI,
Chris Kolb had a double and Joe
Cepparulo had a single. Joe Schurig
whacked a triple and scored in his one
at bat for Westfield. Gerckens doubled,
singled, scored a run and had a stolen
base and Dave Kaplow drilled a two-
run double. Andrew Streaman had an
RBI single while Ellis and Kyle
Zeitounian each had a single.

Scotch Plains threatened in the top

of the first inning when Greg Bayard
walked, Kolb ripped a two-out double
and Dave Belford walked to load the
bases; however, Westfield first
baseman Alex Zierler made a fine
scoop on a ground ball and tagged
first to end the inning. In the bottom
of the inning, Westfield had runners
on first and second with one out, but
Mineo sat the next two batters down,
striking out the first and getting the
second to fly to right field.

Mineo tapped a leadoff single in
the second and his pinch runner Matt

Ferrara later scored on a throwing
error to give Scotch Plains a 1-0 lead.
Westfield answered immediately with
a run when Gerckens singled to left,
stole second and scored on Streaman’s
single past first.

Scotch Plains had another threat
snuffed in the third inning when
Westfield turned a 6-4-3 double play.

“One of the things we have done
better this summer is make less mis-
takes in the field. We just didn’t score
runs today. We made one mistake

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com
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CURTIS, SIMPSON EACH BLAST THREE-RUN HOMERS

Annes Erupt in First, Fourth;
Knock Off St. Aloysius, 15-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twelve batters stepped to the plate
in the first inning and another 11 in
the fourth, scoring six runs in each
inning, as St. Anne knocked off St.
Aloysius, 15-9, in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
June 23. The Annes, who started the
season slowly, boosted their record to
4-5 while St. Aloysius slipped to 6-4.

The Annes amassed 22 hits, which
included three doubles and a home
run, and were led by Scott Curtis who
blasted a three-run home run and
added two singles while scoring three
times. Dave Rothenberg whacked a
double and a pair of RBI singles and
scored three times and Nick Barattucci
finished 3-for-4 with two RBI. Tom
McGall had a single, double and two
RBI and Joe Cocuzza had two singles,
two RBI and two runs scored. Team
Captain Joe McEvoy doubled, singled
and scored twice while Bob

Cihanowyz and John Esposito each
singled and scored twice.

The Als banged out 15 hits. John
Simpson hammered a three-run
homer and added an RBI single and
leadoff hitter Tom Ulichny thumped
a three-run triple, doubled and singled.
Joe DeChiaro went 2-for-2 with an
RBI and a run scored and “Investor”
Pete Chemidlin doubled, singled and
scored twice. Roger Daudelin ripped
two singles and scored once.

Although hitting seemed to be the
theme of the evening, there were some
brilliant defensive plays to compli-
ment the not-so-brilliant ones. The
Als’ John Reynolds and the Annes’
Bob Gittleman each made a fine play
at third base. Cihanowyz made two
spectacular snags on the foul side of
leftfield and Rothenberg made a nice
grab in center. Chemidlim showed
that he still had finesse by making a
smooth sliding catch in right-center.

The evening began brightly for St.
Aloysius when they scored four runs

in the top of the first, highlighted by
Simpson’s three-run homer to center
and capped by Reynold’s RBI sac fly
to left. However, the Annes barked
with eight hits and six runs, high-
lighted by the three-run homer to
right-center by Curtis and concluded
with Barattucci’s RBI single to right.

After a silent second inning, as he
came to bat in the bottom of the third,

LIPSHITZ HURLS 3 HITTER, MAXWELL THUMPS 4 RBI

SP-F Youth Raiders Crunch
E. Brunswick in Baseball, 14-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association 8-year-old tour-
nament team played another gem of a
game and did it with decisiveness, as
they crushed the East Brunswick All
Stars, 14-0, in the second round of the
Roselle Park Tournament on June 26
in Roselle Park. The Raiders shut
down Clark, 10-0 in the opening
round.

Starting pitcher Zach Lipshitz was
a master on the mound, allowing just

three hitsand one walk  while fanning
seven in three innings. Reliever V.J
Makris was equally effective, pick-
ing up where Lipshitz left off, record-
ing two strikeouts during one inning
of quality pitching.

Kevin Maxwell led the offensive
barrage with four RBI on two hits.
Lipshitz laced a double and lashed
two RBI singles in three plate ap-
pearances, while Jeffrey Rodgers
banged out three hits. More fire-
power came off the metal sticks of
Ryan Jensen who went 2-for-2 with

an RBI triple and Danny Babis who
whacked a two-run triple. Christian
Isolda singled and stung an RBI
double. Danny Harcourt and Ryan
McSherry each whacked two singles.
J.T. Beirne and Matt Marino each
contributed a hit and Danik Conner
clocked an RBI.

The Raiders were also effective
defensively. Rodgers, at short,
snatched a grounder and quickly
tossed it to third baseman Harcourt to
nab the runner in the second and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK IN THE NICK OF TIME…Scotch Plains’ Matt Ferrara slips back to first in the nick of time just before Westfield
first baseman Alex Zierler makes a tag in the first inning. Scotch Plains won a close, 3-2, game in Westfield.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LINING UP TO SHAKE HANDS…The Scotch Plains Youth 8-year-old tournament team lines up to shake hands after
defeating East Brunswick, 14-0, in the second round of the Roselle Park Tournament. The little Raiders also shut down
Clark, 10-0, in the first round of the tournament.

 

Coldwell Banker
908.301.2004 - Direct Line

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com

www.KimHaley.com 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Business 908.233.5555

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2004

CLASSIC CENTER HALL COLONIAL
Pristine and impressive center hall Colonial situated on park like property

on one of Westfield’s most sought after streets offers 5 spacious

Bedrooms and 3.5 Baths, an updated Kitchen w/breakfast nook, formal

Dining Room and Living Room w/fireplace, screened porch, hardwood

floors, built-ins, and Recreation Room.           OFFERED FOR $1,299,000

CHARMING AND SPACIOUS COLONIAL
Immaculate Colonial home nestled in a quiet family neighborhood offering

5 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths, an updated Kitchen with breakfast bar, formal

Dining Room and Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, Den,

Mudroom and grade level Laundry Room, hardwood floors, walk to

downtown Westfield & NYC transportation.           OFFERED FOR $695,000
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Woods, Perrella, Gorski Get
All-Group 4 Track Honors

Raiders’ Koegel Named
County Coach of Year
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School Head Coach Jeff Koegel was
named Union County “Coach of the
Year” in girls track and field by The
Star-Ledger. Five Raiders, four
Westfield Blue Devils and four Union
Catholic Vikings also received All-
Union County (UC) recognition.

Blue Devil Emily MacNeil (800
meters) and Raiders Amanda Bobyack
(long jump), Meaghan Kelly (triple
jump) and Kat Berka (discus) were
named to the All-UC First Team.
Raiders Mary Shashaty (3,200
meters) and Kate Zaleski (pole vault),
Vikings Jen Senitszyn (200 meters)
and Lesley Hendricks (400 meters)
and Blue Devil Christina Henry (dis-
cus) were named to the All-UC Sec-
ond Team. Blue Devils Annie Onishi
(1,600 meters) and Olena Borkowski
(javelin) and Vikings Alisa Harris (in-
termediate hurdles) and Kaity
Eppinger (high jump) were named to
the All-UC Third Team.

The Blue Devils’ and Raiders’
4x400 relay teams were named All-
UC Second Team and Third Team,
respectively.

Westfield High School seniors
Mike Woods and Mike Gorski, along
with junior Jeff Perrella received All-
Group 4 honors in boy’s track and
field by The Star-Ledger. Joining the
trio in All-Union County (UC) hon-
ors are four Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders and one Union Catholic Vi-
king.

Woods, who placed second in the
pole vault at the Meet of Champions
(MOC) and had the best vault of 15-
3.5 at the East Coast Relays, was
named to Second Team All-State, First
Team All-Group 4 and Second Team
All-UC. Gorski, who placed third in
the event at the MOC, was named
Third Team All-Group 4 and Third
Team All-UC and Perrella, who fin-

ished third in the 3,200 meters at the
MOC, was named Second Team All-
Group 4 and First Team All-UC.
Perrella joined Cranford’s Kevin
Brown as UC Distance Runner of the
Year.

Raiders Sean Smith (high jump)
and Kyle Rowbotham (triple jump)
made the All-UC First Team. The
very versatile Smith was also named
the UC Most Valuable Performer and
Rowbotham was named the UC Ris-
ing Star.

Viking Brian Guteri (1,600 meters)
and Raider Teddy Acosta (shot put)
were named to the All-UC Second
Team list. Raider freshman Mike
Alleman (shot put) was named to the
All-UC Third Team list.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
ALL STATE LACROSSE…Westfield
High School goalie Chris Zaffuto was
selected to the All-State Third Team in
boys lacrosse by The Star-Ledger.
Zaffuto was also an All-Fitch Confer-
ence selection.

Kender, Bernstein Get
All-Group 4 Honors

Westfield High School senior Brian
Kender and junior Lee Bernstein re-
ceived All-Group 4 Second Team
honors by The Star-Ledger in boys
tennis. The Blue Devils, who finished
21-7, were named Union County
Team of the Year.

Kender and Bernstein received All-
Union County (UC) First Team hon-
ors while teammates Andrew Levy
and Jack Trimble at second doubles
and Alec Wasserman at first singles
received All-UC Second Team hon-
ors. Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
Jason Krueger at first singles and first
doubles players Billy Albizati and
Jeremy Sanders received All-UC Sec-
ond Team honors.

Blue Devil Kevin Shallcross, the
UC champion at second singles, and
Raider Ryan Krueger, the runner up
at second singles, received All-UC
Third Team honors.

Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball Standings:

A DIVISION (AS OF JUNE 24):
TEAM W L
Dunellen Hotel 12   0
Geeks on Call   8   3
Investor Savings Bank   8   5
Revolution Fitness   7   5
Hand 2 Hand   3   7
ACI   2 11
Trinity Electric   0   9

B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Delasal 13   3
AFP 12   4
Cepp’s Vets 12   4
T&J’s 10   6
Sofa Kings   8   6
Family Investors   4 11
Misfits   2 14
Mortarulo Masonry   0 13

Rainy weather kept the Dunellen
Hotel booked at the top spot in the A
Division but Cepp’s Vets and AFP
lurk within one game of Delasal in
the B Division.

KUP WALLOPS TWO 3-RUN HR, CHAPUT SLAPS SOLO

Montrose Ave. Homers Bomb
Midway Ave. Softballers, 8-4

FOMSA STANDINGS (JUNE 23):
TEAM W L
Hunter Ave. 7 2
Montrose Ave. 7 3
MIdway 5 5
Shady Lane 5 6
Poplar 4 5
Watson 3 5
Farley 3 8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Montrose Avenue and Midway
Avenue were involved in a tight game
until the “Montrose Gang” roared
with four runs in the fifth inning to
seize an 8-4 victory in Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association action at
Forest Road Park on June 23 in
Fanwood.

Montrose amassed eight hits and
was led by Ken Kup who “krushed”
two colossal three-run home runs,
finishing with six RBI. John Chaput
added the finishing touch with a
solo shot. Nick Byar had two hits.
Scott Gatto hammered an RBI
double, and Kurt Eberhard and Glen

Gaito each had one hit. Steve Walsh,
who tossed four shutout innings,
allowed eight hits and walked one.
Montrose got a dazzling defensive
performance from outfielder Kup,
who converted a backhand stab deep
in the hole.

“This year we have a lot of people
on the team where as last year we
played many games with eight and
nine players,” team captain Jimmy
Swisher said. “We’re getting outstand-
ing pitching efforts from Walsh. The
defense is up to par. We’re getting key
hits and getting the job done drop-
ping the runs in when we need them.”

The Midway boys used a one-two
pitching punch, first beginning with
Manny Perez who tossed four in-

nings – three scoreless – while allow-
ing six hits and walking four. Captain
Steve Ditrilio was forced to replace
him with Tony Ciullo in the fifth.
Outside of the two hits allowed, Ciullo
performed quite effectively and mel-
lowed the Montrose bats.

“Manny pitched five innings on
Monday, ten in a couple of days, so
that’s a lot in softball, plus we’re
getting old, so there was no hesitation
by bringing Tony in,” said Ditrilio.

Ditrilio drained Montrose with
three hits, including a double, and
two RBI. Bianco, Dave Lissy, Brian
Gussis and Perez each contributed
singles. Paul Meade ripped an RBI
single and made a magical run-sav-

ing snag in the second.
“These guys play their hearts out

every single game. We have a really
solid defense, Jerry Bianco is a re-
ally good shortstop and our outfield
is tough. A couple of balls dropped
in. Sometimes you get beat, other
times you make the play,” said
Ditrilio.

Midway struck first with a run in
the top of the first when Ditrilio
whacked a looping double to center,
Lissy singled and Gussis thumped an
RBI single past third.

Montrose went down quietly until
the third when they came out slug-
ging with four runs. Eberhard bopped
a single over second, Byar pounded a
single to center and Gatto plastered

an RBI double to left. Kup strutted to
the plate and crunched a three-run
homer to right.

“He threw an outside fastball pitch,
so I kind of went with it,” said Kup.

Walsh retired eight of nine until the
fifth when the Midway guns trig-
gered three runs to tie the game, 4-4.
Perez ripped a single up the middle,
Bianco wiggled a single to right then,
moments later, both runners advanced
on a passed ball and scored when
Ditrilio snaked a single up the middle.

Montrose broke out in the fifth
with four runs to seize an 8-4 lead.
Byar and Gatto walked, Kup stepped
forward and banged a three-run homer
to center.

“It came off an inside fastball and I
was able to turn on it,” said Kup.

Next, Chaput skipped to the plate
and pulled the trigger for a solo homer.

“I felt good and threw confident
today. Normally I do have a little
trouble with walks, however I didn’t
give up any. I don’t throw that hard,
but I get it over the plate and I was
able to use a little bit of a curve ball,”
said Walsh (3-0) after the game.”
Midway 100 030 0 4
Montrose 004 040 x 8

Scotch Hills Women
Tell Golf Results:

A spokeswoman for the Scotch
Hills Women’s Golf Association
of Scotch Plains announced the
results of the Chairman’s Cup
Qualifying Round held June 21.

FLIGHT A:
Low Gross: Margaret Hickey 44
Low Net: Lisa Sanguiliano/Petie
Prybylski/Mary Shea 30

FLIGHT B:
Low Gross: Pat Herring 50
Low Net: Karen Johnsen 29
Second: Julie Richards/Herring/
Eve Kennelly 30

FLIGHT C:
Low Gross: Peggy Boss 57
Low Net: Boss 33
Second: Jo Miller 34
Third: Rose Perone/Tania Dente 35
Low Putts: Shea/Herring 14
Chip-in: Sanguiliano #2, Mary
Hughes #4, Perone #9
We want to welcome back Mary
Shea! Great game!

HONORING A PIONEER…The senior members of the Westfield High School
girls lacrosse team recently honored Mrs. Lois Hely for her many years of service
to the development of the girls lacrosse program. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Katie Cole-Kelly, Megan Fowler, Mrs. Hely, Elsa Werner and Lauren
Campo; back row, Jackie Burns, Anne Siwulec, Sara Lesko, Sarah Masel, Lizzie
Trimble and Jessica Schor.

Friedlander’s Srs. Win
SSWC Division Title
The Friedlander Group won the

Senior Softball World Championship
Series, Eastern Division AAA Title
this past weekend. Friedlander’s will
travel to Des Moines, Iowa in late
August to complete in the World Se-
ries Championships, the final leg of
the SSWC series. Friedlander’s won
six out of seven games to win the title;
defeating teams from Connecticut,
Delaware, New Jersey, New York and
Rhode Island.

Friedlander’s, which has two first-
place and one third-place finishes in its
last three tournaments, is a nationally-
ranked major team, consisting of six
Union County players along with others
from around the state. Among the county
players are team captain Frank Pepe and
Keith Gibbons both of Westfield, Tom
Straniero of Scotch Plains, John
McLaughlin of Mountainside, Tom
DeRocco of Kenilworth and Ed Kushner
from Linden.

In July, Friedlander’s will travel to
Glen Burnie, Maryland and Plano,
Texas where they will play for Senior
World titles.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROUNDING THIRD AND HEADING HOME…Midway Avenue team captain
Jerry Lipshitz rounds third and heads for home hoping to beat the relay from the
Montrose Avenue leftfielder. Montrose Avenue prevailed, 8-4, and boosted its
record to 7-3 to get to within half a game of league leading Hunter Avenue.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

MOUNTAINSIDE $754,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,300,000

WESTFIELD $599,000 WESTFIELD $769,900

WESTFIELD $379,000

WESTFIELD $1,225,000

Enjoy life every day in this stunning home.  Sun-filled Living Room
with fireplace, Formal Dining Room with built-ins, fabulous new
Family Room with beautiful windows, new Kitchen with granite
counters, expansive Recreation Room with fireplace and wet bar,
wonderful yard with pave stone patio, hardwood floors, nice-sized
Bedrooms, multi-zone CAC.

Ground breaking begins on this amazing, private cul-de-sac.  Five
one-of-a-kind Custom homes as you enter this serene setting.  One
Victorian home to face Woodland Avenue.  Unique architectural
detail clearly defines each model in its own individual design.
Awesome appeal need no further embellishment.

Lovely first floor condominium in prestigious Chelmsford!  This
spacious residence features a large Living Room with fireplace, Formal
Dining Room, large Eat-In Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms, 2 baths, laundry
and an oversized garage.  This superb location is within walking
distance to downtown Westfield and all it has to offer.

Renovated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial features Family Room with
fireplace and vaulted ceilings.  Great property 60’ x 140’.

Truly unique Arts and Crafts style home, exquisite period details,
all spacious rooms, Living Room with fireplace and built-ins, large
Formal Dining Room with window seat and plate rail, warmly
outfitted Family Room, Eat-In Kitchen, beautiful updated baths,
sprawling yard, great closet space, CAC on 2nd floor.

Great price!  Close to town!  Charming Colonial sitting high above
the street with lovely front porch, perennial gardens, quiet backyard,
Living Room with fireplace.  Great location for commuters.  Very
close to town and train.  Well priced with lots of potential.
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SP-F Youth Raiders Crunch
E. Brunswick in Baseball, 14-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Annes Erupt in First, Fourth;
Knock Off St. Aloysius, 15-9

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Scotch Plains Tops Westfield
In American Legion Ball, 3-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

today and it cost us,” said Coach
Gardello.

In the fourth, small ball and finesse
base running came into play. With
one man out, Weber beat out a bunt
that was just out of the pitcher’s reach
and Rucin followed with a bunt single.
Bayard walked to load the bases and
Weber scored on Dinizo’s force out at
second. With Rucin on third, Dinizo,
who was on first, successfully stole
second and drew the throw from the
catcher. In the meantime, Rucin
dashed home to make the score 3-1.

“I think we have some guys who
can run. It was a 1-1 game and we
wanted to get something going. I had
guys back-to-back who could run.
They laid it down (bunted) and it
worked perfectly. Rucin can run. Af-

ter his first step, he’s full speed. We
put a little first-and-third play on.
Rucin’s on third base, there’s a lot of
things you can do with him. I think
we caught them off-guard. The catcher
popped up and threw it and we stole a
run,” explained Scotch Plains Head
Coach Tom Baylock.

Schurig blasted his leadoff triple in
the sixth and scored on Kaplow’s
double to center. Kaplow attempted
to stretch his double into a triple, but
was tagged out after a center-to-short-
to-third relay. In the bottom of the
seventh, Gerckens smacked a leadoff
double, but Mineo fanned the next
two batters and got the following
batter to ground out to first.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 010 200 0 3
Westfield 010 001 0 2

St. Anne’s Esposito chanted, “Come
on! Let’s get some action. We can’t sit
on it boys!”

Gittleman answered and tapped an
RBI single to score Cocuzza’s pinch
runner to give the Annes a 7-4 lead.

“Well, we sneaked one across. I’ll
take that anytime,” commented
Esposito.

Aloysius snarled with five runs in
the fourth to take a 9-7 lead. With the
bases loaded, Ulichny unloaded his
three-run triple down the right field
line. DeChiaro added an RBI sacri-
fice fly and Simpson had an RBI
single.

Concerned as his team walked in to
bat, St. Anne man Bob Brennan (1
single) shouted, “Top of the order!
Let’s get some runs!”

They took heed! Finding vulner-
ability in right field, the Annes put
together seven hits with two St. Al
miscues to plate six runs and take a
13-9 lead.

“Well, that lead was short lived,”
blurted Reynolds.

“They are killing us in right field.
I’ve never seen so many balls hit to
right field, even the right-handed bat-
ters. We got to keep the ball inside to
them,” said a concerned Joe Romash
(1 hit, 1 walk.)

Both offenses quieted for the re-
mainder of the game except for the
two runs – brought about by combin-
ing two singles with two errors – that
the Annes scored in the sixth.
St. Aloysius 400 500 0 9
St. Anne 601 602 x 15

Lipshitz made a slick scoop at short-
stop then flicked it to Maxwell at first
in the fourth.

“They are a treat and a pleasure to
coach,” Raider Head Coach Scott
Rodgers said. “Each one of the kids
understands that it is a team game,
that they have to play for each other
and that’s what we try to emphasize.
My challenge is to keep them hungry
and to keep all their focus on the
game. These kids are good all-around
athletes. They’re good in other sports,
however they also have to really en-
joy playing baseball. That is what
separates this team from some of the
others.”

The surge of SP-F aggressiveness,
speed and power produced six runs in
the bottom of the first. Rodgers singled
and stole second. Harcourt tapped a
single and both runners advanced on
an overthrow. Lipshitz cracked an
RBI single and Maxwell sacrificed in
a run. Jensen dashed safely to first on
an error and then advanced to second
as Lipshitz scuffed the plate from
third. Isolda followed with a single
and Jensen scored on an infield mis-
cue. Babis strutted to the dish and
ripped a two-run triple to left.

The Raiders broke the game open,
scoring hosts of runs in the second.
Rodgers and Harcourt slapped singles
and Lipshitz cracked an RBI single.
Both runners advanced and scored
when Maxwell jumped on the first

SPF Youth Baseball
Majors Division:

The Reds of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Associa-
tion won the Majors Division title
by edging the Marlins in three
games. The Reds had defeated the
second-seeded Orioles, 6-4, in the
semifinals and the Marlins de-
throned the top-seeded Rockies,
7-4, in the semifinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRETCHING IT A LITTLE TOO MUCH…Westfield’s Dave Kaplow is tagged
out by Scotch Plains third baseman Colin Weber after attempting to stretch an
RBI double into a triple.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PITCHING HIS WAY TO VICTORY…Scotch Plains pitcher Zach Lipshitz
allowed just three hits and one walk while striking out seven en route to a 14-0
victory over East Brunswick.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THUMPING A THREE-RUN TRIPLE…St. Aloysius leadoff hitter Tom Ulichny
thumps a three-run triple in the fourth inning against St. Anne.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSITY AT THE PLATE…St. Anne Captain Joe McEvoy plops a double to
right in the first inning and adds a single to right in the fourth.

pitch and pummeled a double to cen-
ter. Jensen followed with an RBI triple
and scored on Isolda’s double.
McSherry punched a single and
Beirne rapped an RBI single.

“I think I did really well in my first
game. I pitched some changeups and
a backward fastball,” said Lipshitz.

“First of all, I listened to my coaches
and after a couple of pitches, I under-
stood how Zack was pitching, so ev-
erything went okay,” added catcher
Beirne.

“It was very good. Zack pitched a
good game, DJ pitched a good game
and Kevin was great at first. We
couldn’t ask for a better defense,”

commented Rodgers.
“I just wanted to make contact and

I didn’t really care if I got out. I just
wanted the runs to score and at first
base I just wanted to block the ball
and get the out,” said Maxwell.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE FIRST WESTFIELD RUN…Josh Gerckens scored Westfield’s
first run in the second inning as Scotch Plains catcher James Dinizo watches for
a throw. Gerckens went 2-for-3 with a double and a single.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $1,795,000 Westfield                                                        $469,900

Westfield $1,099,000 Westfield                                                     $1,350,000

Impressive Victorian Harrison House built in 1862.  On
approximate half acre with glorious gardens.  By appointment
only.  WSF0405

Charming flat brick ranch.  Living room fireplace, formal
dining room, eat-in kitchen, 2 full baths.  Many new
windows.  WSF0457

Richly appointed.  12 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths.  Close
to New York City transportation.  Still time to add
personal touches.  WSF0816

Center hall colonial on approximately half acre.  4 bedrooms,
2.1 baths, sunny eat-in kitchen, family room, rec room &
more.  WSF0296

Magnificent Georgian Manor.  Spectacular addition,
phenomenal kitchen & master suite, elevator.  Exceptional
quality.  Pool, tennis. WSF0225

Pristine 4 bedroom CH colonial on quiet cul-de-sac in
Washington School district.  Eat-in kitchen, adjacent family
room.  WSF0495

Scotch Plains                                              $1,899,000

Westfield                                                     $5,895,000
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St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Results:

Union County Men’s Sr. 50+
Softball League Results:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of June 24:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Mark 8 0 1.000
St. Luke 5 6 .455
St. Jude 4 6 .400
St. Anthony 4 6 .400
St. Nicholas 4 6 .400

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. Joseph 6 3 .667
St. Blaise 5 4 .556
St. Aloysius 6 5 .545
St. Anne 4 5 .444
St. Stephen 1 6 .143

St. Blaise 10, St. Luke 8
Luke scored six runs in the first.

Blaise’s Tom Straniero immediately
answered with a two-run home run.
Blaiser Steve Murano collected three
hits and Gary Cardinale crushed a
homer.
St. Aloysius 14, St. Jude 11

Al’s Tom Ulichny went 3-for-3
with three runs scored. Randy
Grizzard smacked a solo HR. Jude’s
Pat Enright and Pete Glock each
went 3-for-4 while Steve Ferro was a
perfect 4-for-4.
St. Nicholas 16, St. Anne 10

Nicholas Captain Nick Dinizo and
Mark Alexander each went 3-for-4
and Marty Marks blasted a solo
homer. St. Anne amassed 10 walks.
St. Luke 14, St. Blaise 13

Luke Captain Luke Fugett pitted
against Blaise’s cunning veteran Tom
Sherwin. Bill McKinney went 4-for-

5 and scored four times while team-
mate Ken Blaes went 4-for-5 scor-
ing twice. Blaise tied it in the sev-
enth behind Tom Straniero and Mike
Walch each 3-for-4 but Blaes bopped
the game winning single.
St. Mark 17, St. Anthony 13

Harry Semple (5-for-5, 4 runs
scored) and Tom Mongiove (4-for-
4) paced St. Anthony. St. Mark col-
lected 15 walks and 15 hits led by
Joe Tilocca (3-for-4). St. Mark’s Rich
Mann and Glen Walz chipped in with
solo blasts.
St. Anne 15, St. Aloysius 9

See exclusive story.
St. Nicholas 22, St. Blaise 20

Ben Lobrace (5-for-5, 5 runs
scored) and Captain, Nick Dinizo
(4-for-5) led the Nicks where every
member scored at least once. Blaiser
Bobby Guy drilled two doubles a
homer and had four RBI.
St. Luke 11, St. Stephen 7

St. Luke scored seven runs in the
first. Lukester Luke Fugett went 3-
for-3 with two RBI. Stephen’s Keith
Gibbons ripped two singles and an
RBI double in a 3-for-3 effort.
St. Joseph 9, St. Jude 6

Joey’s Damon Roth banged yet
another HR while Captain Dean
Talcott collected three RBI. Jerry
Riepe (4-for-4, 3 runs scored) and
Floyd Roberts (4-for-4, 4 RBI) led
Jude.
St. Mark 9, St. Aloysius 8

50+ DIVISION 1 (As of June 24):
TEAM W L
Antone’s Pub & Grill 13   1
D&K Associates 10   4
Linwood Inn   9   5
Lombardi/Greenkeepers   8   6

50+ DIVISION 2:
TEAM W L
Awnings Galore   9   5
Marion/Jaconson Roofing   7   7
Northwestern Mutual   5 10
The Office   4 10
Union Center National Bank   3 11
Crest Refrigeration   3 12

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Industries 12   1
Il Giardino Ristorante   8   5
L.A. Law   5   7
Legg Mason   1 13

Antone’s Pub 15, D&K Associates
7

Don Penzinger’s pitching and Bob
D’Meo’s key contributions on of-
fense and defense made the differ-
ence.

Lombardi & Greenkeepers 24,
Linwood Inn 9

L&G pounded 31-hits, led by
Angelo Corbo, Brian Williams and
Tony Williams (sixth & seventh HR,
7 RBI) with four hits apiece. Tom
Lombardi, Bill Mirto, Frank Pepe
and Tom Straniero had three hits
each. Keith Gibbons hit his eighth
home run of the season.
Awnings Galore 21, Crest
Refrigeration 0

Pitcher Tom Paskow hurled the
shutout. Doug Husak finished with
three hits.
Union Center Nat. Bank 8,
Northwestern Mutual 6

The Bankers combined excellent
pitching with outstanding defense.
Bankers Jim D’Arcy and Len
Ladislaw contributed their offense.
Steve Falco, Ed McColgan and Tom
Murray led the Insurers.
Marion & Jacobson Roofing 20,
The Office 16

The Office committed seven er-
rors.
Antone’s Pub 7, Lombardi &
Greenkeepers 6

Winning pitcher George Brokaw
beat out the fine pitching of Al Betau.
Pub men Ron Kulick and Don
Montefusco had three hits each. Bob
Nardelli tapped the game winning
hit with two outs and the bases-
loaded in the sixth. L&G got mul-
tiple hits from Betau, Karl
Grossmann and Bill Reichle.
Awnings Galore 13, M&J Roofing
12

Awnings came from behind with
three runs in the bottom of the sev-
enth. Bob Clark, Bob Grausam, Bob
Rahnenfuher, Mike Sena and Patrick
Sarullo all had key hits. Doug Husak
had three hits for Awnings.
The Office 26, Northwestern
Mutual 13

Ernie Spinelli (4 hits) and Howard
Smith and Chip Weiss (3 hits each)
led the Office. The Insurers, led by
Lee Haliniewski with three hits,
scored 12-runs in the last three in-
nings.
Union Center Nat. Bank 17, Crest
2

The Bankers made deposits in ev-
ery inning and received home runs
from Charles Geiger, Lionel Genello
(3 hits) and Steve Lemanowicz
(grand slam).
Creative Industries 20, IL
Giardino’s Ristorante 8

Creative, led by Karl Grossmann
and Al Schulman (4 hits each),
blasted 29 hits. Ray Cozzarelli,
Charles Lehman and Ed Malko had
three hits each.
L.A. Law 12, Legg Mason 5

Lawyers Joe Scarpitto, Lou
Vespasiano and Ron Zimmer had
three hits each.
Creative Industries 22, Legg
Mason 1

Joe Addochio and Charles Lehman
supported Pitcher Dom Deo with
three hits each.
Linwood Inn 22, D&K Associates 5

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE GREEN…Carl Pettersson carefully examines his putt on the 11th hole
in a 36-hole sectional qualifying round for the British Open at Canoe Brook
Country Club in Summit on June 27.

WF Lax Day Hosts
More Than 300 People

More than 300 players, coaches
and fans participated in Westfield’s
second annual Lacrosse Day spon-
sored by the Westfield Lacrosse
Club held on June 11 at Roosevelt
Intermediate School. In addition,
New Jersey’s professional lacrosse
team, the New Jersey Pride, sent
several star players to the event.

Lacrosse Day was coordinated
by Tom Castellone and included
teams from the Westfield Lacrosse
Club competing against each other
throughout the day. There were skill
competitions and prizes awarded
while a deejay played music and
food and beverages were served.

The New Jersey Pride has home
games on June 30 and July 9. For
more information, please visit
www.newjerseypride.com

Golf and Twirling Programs
Offered By F-SP YMCA

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA has
announced that two new activities
have been added to its roster of pro-
gram offerings this summer.

Novice and advanced players alike
can sign up for a golf program taught
by PGA Professional John Turnbull
of the Shackamaxon Golf and Coun-
try Club in Scotch Plains. Boys and
girls, ages nine to 13, will learn the
basic skills of the golf swing, from
driving to putting.

Based at Terrill Middle School, the
program will run Monday to Thurs-
day, August 1 to 4, from 2 to 4 p.m.
Participants will spend one day at the
Scotch Hills Golf Course for putting
and chipping and one day at Ashbrook
Chip and Putt.

Experienced players in grades 6
through 8 will have an opportunity to
further develop their skills and confi-
dence to play at a competitive level.

Specific attention will be given to
swing development and course man-
agement. Enrollment is limited and
will be based on a skill evaluation.

This program will be held at the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club,
Monday through Friday, July 25 to
29, from 3 to 6 p.m.

As an added bonus, all golf program
participants will receive one adult and
one youth ticket for the August 8 to 10
practice rounds for the PGA Champi-
onship at Baltusrol Golf Club. They
also will have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a youth clinic conducted by
PGA professionals on Monday, Au-
gust 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Nicole Marie Placca, a New Jersey
Twirling Association certified instruc-
tor and competition judge, will bring
a new baton twirling program to the
YMCA for two-week introductory
sessions this summer.

Classes will include age-appropri-
ate twirling skills such as finger twirls,
a variety of tosses and catches, and
lots of flashy moves. Held on Wednes-
days, either July 11 to 22 or July 25 to
August 5, classes for grades 1 to 3
will take place from 6 to 7 p.m., while
those for grades 4 to 6 will be offered
from 7 to 8 p.m.

Registration is currently underway
for these the golf and baton twirling
programs, as well as other specialty
camps and both one- and two-week
day camp sessions. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 889-8880 or
visit the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, located at 1340 Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

GIRLS RULE…School One third grade girls rejoice after defeating their male
counterparts in tug-of-war at the school’s annual Field Day.  The popular event,
which included feats of strength, skill and silliness such as the bag race, three-
legged race, parachute games and the wet sponge race, culminated in the annual
fourth grade–teacher tug of war, which ended in a draw.

  

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Goods & Services You Need!
P R E M I E R  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E  P R O V I D E R

Specializing in Lawn Maintenance Accounts & Fertilization Programs

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Spring & Fall Cleanup • Brick Pavers • Patio • Sod & Seeding
Free Estimates • Fully Insured • Immediate Response

Affordable Rates • Special Rates for Senior Citizens • Major Credit Cards

888-533-2345
908-925-2345

thetomassogroupllc@verizon.net

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

PERFECT

908-272-4456
Residential • Commercial

PAINTING
&

POWER WASHING

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820
Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

HOHOHOHOHOT POT POT POT POT POWER WER WER WER WER WWWWWASHINGASHINGASHINGASHINGASHING

www.ajpcleaning.com

Professional Cleaning Service, Inc

Houses - Decks

Windows

Carpet - Tile & Grout - Cleaning

Truck Mounted Equipment

Hardwood Floor Specialists

Fully Insured / Bonded

908-754-0149

Viacon
 Construction L.L.C

Residential - Commercial

Sidewalks, Stairs andSidewalks, Stairs andSidewalks, Stairs andSidewalks, Stairs andSidewalks, Stairs and
Platforms, TerracesPlatforms, TerracesPlatforms, TerracesPlatforms, TerracesPlatforms, Terraces

Westfield, New Jersey

908-232-2762
cell: 908-403-5376

Fully Insured

Advertise Your Business or
Service In This Space.

For rates call
the Advertising Department:

T: 908.232.4407
F: 908.232.0473

sales@goleader.com

WF Coach Brewster
Heads Baseball Camp
Westfield High School varsity base-

ball Head Coach Bob Brewster will
head one of Union County’s premier
baseball camps. Two-day sessions for
campers entering first through third
grades will be held July 5 and 6 and
July 7 and 8 from 9 a.m. to noon. A
session for campers entering fourth
through ninth grades will be held July
11 through 15 from 9 a.m. to noon.

For more information, please call
Bob Brewster at (908) 232-8049 or e-
mail biobrew@comcast.net.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Mountainside . . . Situated on a picturesque tree-lined street on a large, private lot,
this spacious Ranch offers one-floor living at its finest.  Offering a flexible floor
plan that can accommodate an au pair or in-laws, this home boasts spacious rooms
including a family room, den, and large rec room.  Many recent improvements
including granite countertops in the eat-in kitchen, in addition, to updated baths
add style and functionality.  This home presents a rare opportunity to enjoy care-
free living in a great location for a savvy buyer.  (WSF0538) $725,000

Spacious Ranch

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Housing Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.  All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Susan M. Checchio
Direct Dial: 908-301-2014

www.MountainsideMoves.com
SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com

Faith A. Maricic
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029

FaithMaricic@coldwellbanker.com
www.NJTopHomes.com

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTAL BROKERAGE
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-5555

Nestled in a setting that exudes tranquility, this embracing center hall Colonial is 

situated on one of Westfield’s most desirable streets.  A mixture of grace and 

charm, this exceptional residence keeps company among the finest homes 

bordering Echo Lake Country Club.  Just steps from the walking path onto the golf 

course and situated in a quiet Wychwood neighborhood, this fine home combines 

traditional architecture with today’s modern amenities.  The exceptional quality of 

this charming home is evident at first glance.  It is a turn-key jewel awaiting a most 

discerning buyer.                             Offered for $1,395,000. 

EXCEPTIONAL HOME IN PREMIER NEIGHBORHOOD 

Susan M. Checchio 
Direct Line:  908.301.2014 
SueChecchio@coldwellbanker.com 
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com 

COLDWELL BANKER 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    (908) 233-5555     

Kimberley A. Haley 
Direct Line:  908.301.2004  

KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

SWIM INSTRUCTION

College Grad. certified in CPR
and WSI with seven years
experience will give private
swimming instruction to your child
in your own backyard pool.
Call Kristen at (908) 232-8029

ELDER CARE AND HELP

European woman looking for a job
as an elderly caregiver companion
for live out position only. 11 years
exper., great references and a car.
Please call: (908) 499-5124.

ELLIPTICAL CROSS TRAINER

LifeFitness Model X9i Cross Trainer;
hrt monitor; 18 wrkout programs;
20 resistance lvls; 2 yrs old; barely
used; MSRP $4,100; Call Carol
(908) 377-3224; Mtsde; $2,800

BRAND NEW GAS GRILL

Brand new “Professional Series”
stainless steel gas grill with
rotisserie and cover; never used;
paid $800; great deal at $400.

Call Carol (908) 377-3224

OAK DINING ROOM SET

Beautiful Thomasville solid “New
American Oak” dining room table
(with 2 leaves); 6 newly
upholstered chairs; leaded glass
hutch; paid $10,000; must sacrifice
at $2,500. Call Carol (908) 377-3224

1996 HARLEY-DAVIDSON

Heritage Softail Classic; 15K; real
beauty; custom work; lots of
extras; invested over $22,000; one
owner; always garaged; $12,500

Call Rich (201) 519-9506

PIANO FOR SALE

1994 Altenburg Baby Grand
Black satin, beautiful condition.

(908) 654-5664

PIANO FOR SALE

Charles Walter - hand made,
upright, oak, Queen Ann legs,

Like new. $4700
(732) 494-5967

TEACHERS P/T

HS Cert. Math or English
for SAT Prep in

Union/Essex/Middlesex Ctys.
(800) 762-8378

REGISTERED NURSE

Chemotherapy nurse for Edison
Hem/Onc practice. 2-3 days/week.
No evenings or weekends.

Call (732) 321-5177 or fax
resume to (732) 321-6525.

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

MATTRESS SET

New Pillow top. Name brand
with warranty in plastic.

Queen, $125, King $195
Can Deliver

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

Sleigh bed, dresser, mirror, chest
and nite stand. New in boxes.
Value $2400, sacrifice $975

Call (732) 259-6690

DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set, double
pedestal table, lighted hutch &
buffet, 8 padded chairs. Still in
boxes, list $5200, sell $2650.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

BED

Queen mattress set, Visco Elastic
Memory Foam, new in plastic,
10 yr. warranty, as seen on TV.

Value $1400,  sell $365.
(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

7 pcs. cherry wood sleigh bed,
dresser & mirror and 2 night

stands. New still in box.
Value $4500 sell $1575.

Can deliver (732) 259-6690

AUTO FOR SALE

Priced to Sell!
95 Pontiac Grand AM

4-Door, Green, Excellent
Condition. Best Offer
(908) 665-2527 eve

Day (908) 232-4407 (Fred)

AUTO FOR SALE

92 Toyota 4-Runner
Grey - Good Condition!

Best Offer
(908) 665-2527 eve

Day (908) 232-4407 (Fred)

SUMMER SPEECH SERVICES

Fully licensed and certified
Speech Language Pathologist
available for summer tutoring.

Please call Nicole at
(908) 420-9159

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover council,
county and other town
meetings. Must be able to
meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in their beats in order
to develop news stories.
Please email resume and clips
to: editor@goleader.com.

SUMMER TUTORING

Westfield public school teacher
ready to tutor in your home.

Reading, writing and math only.
 Call Mary at (908) 419-4365.

COMPUTER MONITORS

We’ve Upgraded
We now have several

 21” Monitors available cheap!
Good Condition
(908) 232-4407

MEDICAL OFFICE

Part-Time. Medical Assisting-
Clerical. Approximately 20-25
hrs per week. Busy Union &
Linden Office. No Saturdays or
evenings. Experienced Only.
Fax Resume (908) 964-7646

OFFICE OPPORTUNITY

Office Assistant - Small friendly
office environment needs a fourth
person to complement three
business professionals. Job
involves billing, data entry,
collections. Financially solid
private company. Salary, bonus,
medical and pension. Located in
Clark. Please fax resume to I.
Stern & Co. Inc (732) 382-0054 (F)

ONE BEDROOM APT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Very Clean 2nd Fl apt, new

stove, walk to town, very
private, on-street prkg, elderly
single woman only, $800+gas.
(908) 233-3069 ask for Vinnie

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Quiet, attrac-
tive duplex. Close to town & NYC
Trans. CAC, W/D, DW, HdWdFlrs.
$1600 + Utils. Avail. Sept 15.
Please reply to (908) 322-1238

OFFICE FOR RENT

Large attractive psychotherapy
office. Good parking. Available 3

days per week in Westfield.
$600/mo Contact Dr. Parsons

(908) 233-2626.

PUBLIC NOTICE
STORAGE POST, INC., Will Sell At

Public Auction Under New Jersey Lien
Laws For Cash Only On July 13,  2005 At
10:30 A.M. And On Such Succeeding Days
And Times As May Be Necessary At 1559
Route 22 West, Watchung, New Jersey
07069, The Property Described Herein As
Belonging To:

Irma Leon Hairston #2173: cartons,
totes, furniture; Terrence Mullen #1024: 6
copiers; Jenniffer Butler #3197: cartons,
lamp, furniture; Kyleesha Carter #3236:
cartons, chair, picture; Constance Colon
#1013: bags, cartons, furniture; Regina
Harley #2054: totes, bags, clothes; Monica
Johnson #3208: desks, cash register, car-
tons; Banza Kikudji #3185: monitors, car-
tons, trunks; Terri Slaughter-Cabbell
#2240: furniture, lamps, cartons; Terri
Slaughter-Cabbell #2274: furniture, car-
tons, clothes; Terri Slaughter-Cabbell
#2276: cartons, TV, furniture; Josie We-
ber #2083: cartons, furniture, bed; Tim
Basset #3248: TV, cartons, furniture; Adam
Boothby #3250: cartons, furniture, com-
puters; Herbert K. Brooks #2263: totes,
cartons, furniture; Latasha Brown #3231:
TV, microwave, cartons; Carolyn J. Cary
#3007: cartons, furniture, bags; Todd Free-
man, Sr. #3206: cartons, sofa, furniture;
Ray Horton #3164: cartons, bags, furni-
ture; Celeste Newcombe #3354: plastic
bags; Tabitha Pringley #3332: wall unit,
furniture; Tamica Quinones #3274: furni-
ture, cartons, TV; Shonte Simmons #1136:
furniture, toys, cartons; Kathy Tucker
#2195: cartons, chairs, furniture; Daniel J.
Wolf #3191: cartons, furniture, totes.

Daniel & Donald Bader, Auctioneers As
Agents.  Storage Post reserves the right to
refuse any bid or cancel the auction for any
reason.
2 T - 6/23/05 &
6/30/05, The Times Fee: $73.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
June 21, 2005.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1850

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE TOWN CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD CHAP-
TER 13 “MOTOR VEHICLES
AND TRAFFIC” BY AMEND-
ING CERTAIN PROVISIONS
THEREOF

1 T - 6/30/05, The Leader Fee: $16.32

HELP WANTED

Part-Time
Approx. 15-20 hrs per week.

Clear, articulate speaking voice.
$10/hr + Bonus

Call (908) 889-9500

Simply Wonderful

740 Stevens Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey

It’s the details that make this three bedroom, two and a half bath Colonial home

distinctive . . . spacious entry foyer, Formal Living Room with wood burning

fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Cherry Eat-in Kitchen which opens to a Family

Room and enclosed Porch, finished Rec Room.  Touches you’ll appreciate

whenever you entertain or just enjoy the quiet comforts of home!!

Offered at $749,000 • Call 908-232-3051

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF AWARD
Professional Services

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education met on May 3, 2005 and awarded the
following contracts for professional services pursuant to 18A:18A.5.a(1).  The resolution
of award and the contracts listed below are available for public inspection at the Office
of the Board Secretary located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street from 9:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday:

Name Nature of Award Contract Period Contract Amount
Casper P. Boehm, Jr., Esq. Legal Services 7/1/05-6/30/06 $114,230.00
Barre & Company Auditing Services 7/1/05-6/30/06 $25,956.00
Raymond A. Cassetta Negotiating Services 7/1/05-6/30/06 $28,171.00

Anthony Del Sordi
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 6/30/05, The Times Fee: $29.58

SUMMER RENTAL

North Beach, LBI - July 16 - 23
1 Family, 4 Bedroom, ocean side
sundeck & screened-in porch,
garden, 100 ft to beach, $2780
Call (908) 233-6751 after 6:00pm.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed Ordinance was introduced
and passed on the first reading at a REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of the County of Union, New Jersey held on the 23rd day of June, 2005, and
that said Ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at a
meeting of said Board to be held at its meeting room in the Administration Building,
Elizabeth, New Jersey, on the 28th of July, 2005, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be reached, at which time and place all persons who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning same.

A copy of this Ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Union County Administration Building of the County
of Union and a copy is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the
members of the general public of the County who shall request such copies, at the Office
of the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders in said Administration Building,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. Tedeschi, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

ORDINANCE 614-2005
INTRO: JUNE 23, 2005

PREAMBLE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED “AN ORDI-
NANCE ADOPTING A CODIFICATION OF THE LAW, ORDINANCES,
POLICIES AND RESOLUTIONS OF UNION COUNTY, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; PROVIDING FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF SAID CODE; AND
SAVING FROM REPEAL CERTAIN LEGISLATION NOT INCLUDED
THEREIN”, ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS OF
THE COUNTY OF UNION ON AUGUST 19, 1993

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE “LAWS OF UNION COUNTY”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that
there is hereby amends the “Laws of Union County” as outlined in the attached Appendix
A:

(See attached)

Note: All text that is underlined is inserted/new language.
All text that is struck through is deleted language.

APPENDIX A

CHAPTER 26, BENEFITS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union: Art.

I, 5-14-1987 as Res. No. 396-1987; Art. II, 4-12-1973 as Res. No. 299-1973; Art. III, 6-
28-1979 as Res. No. 516-1979; Art. IV, 8-26-1982 as Res. No. 419-1982; Art. V, 11-25-
1986 as Res. No. 845-1986; Art. VI, 4-11-2001 as Res. No. 391-2001; Art. VII, 2-13-2003
as Res. No. 153-2003. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES
Administrative Code — See Ch. 1.

Authorities — See Ch. 20.
Indemnification and defense — See Ch. 68.

ARTICLE I, Noncontractual Employees and Division & Department Heads
[Adopted 5-14-1987 as Res. No. 396-87]

§ 26-1. Adoption of benefit policy.
The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union does hereby adopt the

following attached policy regarding benefits for all noncontractural employees and
division and department heads.

A. Additional benefits for noncontractual employees.
(1) Temporary Disability Plan. All noncontractual employees, excluding elected

officials, shall be entitled to benefits under a contributory temporary disabil-
ity plan with such benefits and at such contributions as from time to time shall
be determined as appropriate by the County Manager through the Division
of Personnel Management and Labor Relations. Employee contributions
shall be deducted from payroll. The County reserves the right to modify or
terminate this benefit at any future date. [Amended 4-10-2003 by Ord. No.
569].

(2) Compensatory Time Policy. All noncontractual employees, excluding elected
officials, below the position of department and division head shall be entitled
to the benefits of a compensatory time program. For purposes of this policy,
“department head” shall include the County Manager, the Deputy County
Manager and the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders. All noncontrac-
tual such employees who are presently compensated for authorized over-
time work performed shall continue to receive such compensation in
accordance with existing policies and practices. All noncontractual such
employees who are not presently compensated for authorized overtime and
who are required to work beyond their normal working hours for a minimum
of at least one hour shall be entitled to receive compensatory time at the rate
of one and one half (1 ½) hours for every hour of eligible time in excess of
40 hours in a week. Said compensatory time must be taken within one year
of the occurrence of the overtime period. At the discretion of the County
Manager, the employee may be allowed to carry over compensatory time
into the next year. Any time carried over must be in an amount equal to or
less than the employee’s annual vacation time. The department head shall
have discretion in scheduling such time, with due consideration to the needs
of the department and the wishes of the employee. [Added by Res. No. 503-
87; Amended 5-8-2003 by Res. No. 507-2003; amended 7-28-2005 by Ord.
No. 614-2005].

(3) Overtime Policy. All noncontractual employees, excluding elected officials,
below the position of department and division head in the following depart-
ments and/or divisions shall be entitled to the benefits of an overtime
program as specified herein.  Overtime for certain designated noncontrac-
tual employees in the Department of Operational Services. [Added 6-22-
1995 by Res. No. 576-95; amended 4-25-1996 by Res. No. 463A-1996;
amended 2-10-2005 by Res. No. 188-2005; amended 7-28-2005 by Ord.
No. 614-2005].
(a) A policy for payment of authorized overtime worked under conditions

set forth herein is hereby established and shall be applicable to all
noncontractual supervisory employees below the position of depart-
ment head or division head in the following departments and/or divi-

sions: Department of Operational Services.
[1] Department of Engineering and Public Works;
[2] Department of Parks, Recreation, and Facilities;
[3] Division of Emergency Management (Department of Public Safety);
[4] Division of Motor Vehicles (Department of Administrative Services);
[5] Division of Hospital Maintenance (Department of Runnells Spec.

Hospital).
(b) All such eligible noncontractual employees who have accumulated a

total of 50 hours of compensatory time in a calendar year and who are
required to perform overtime work beyond the first 50 hours in connec-
tion with emergent conditions, as defined by the department or division
head, shall be paid at the rate of 1 ½ times the hourly rate of such
employee for every hour actually worked in excess of 40 hours in a
week. All such noncontractual employees who perform non-emergent
overtime work shall continue to be entitled to receive compensatory
time in accordance with the existing compensatory time policy.

CHAPTER 49, FEES
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as

indicated in article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]
GENERAL REFERENCES

Records and document fees — See Ch. 104, Art. II.
Recreation fees — See Ch. 107, Art. IV.

Service charges for returned checks — See Ch. 118, Art. I.

ARTICLE I, Inmate Processing
[Adopted 4-10-2003 by Ord. No. 572; amended 7-28-2005 by Ord. No. 614-2005]

§ 49-1.  Inmate Processing Fee.
A fee of $50.00 per inmate is hereby established as the official Inmate Processing Fee

by the Department of Public Safety, Division of Corrections for the period April 20, 2003
through April 19, 2004.

§ 49-2.  (Reserved)

ARTICLE II, PARATRANSIT SERVICE
[Adopted 2-11-1993 as Res. No. 156-93]

§ 49-3. Purpose.
The Union County Paratransit Service is, on occasion, requested to provide transpor-

tation for elderly and/or disabled residents of the County of Union outside the normal
working hours or on weekends. This requires that the driver of the vehicle be paid at an
overtime rate or a special driver be employed and compensated. The County desires to
equitably offset such additional cost.

§ 49-4. Fee for service after normal working hours.
Be it resolved by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as policy that

the Union County Paratransit Service shall request and obtain from the sponsoring
agency or group the sum of $11 per vehicle, per hour, to offset such additional cost when
the vehicles are utilized after normal working hours or on weekends.

ARTICLE III, FIRE ACADEMY
[Adopted 4-10-2003 by Ord. No. 570; amended 7-28-2005 by Ord. No. 614-2005]

§ 49-5.  Fees for the Union County Fire Academy.
The schedule of fees for the Union County Fire Acedemy, for the period of June 1, 2003

through May 31, 2004, was established pursuant to Ordinance 570, adopted April 10,
2003.  A copy of the current this fee schedule is on file in the Office of the Clerk of the
Board.  A copy of the current fee schedule may be obtained from the Division of
Environmental Health and Emergency Management.

ARTICLE IV, PISTOL RANGE
[Adopted 4-10-2003 by Ord. No. 571; amended 7-28-2005 by Ord. No. 614-2005]

§ 49-6.  Fees for the Union County Pistol Range.
The fees for the use of the Union County Pistol Range for the period April 20, 2003

through April 19, 2004 are as follows:
In-County Officers - $5.00 per officer, per qualification.
Out-of-County Officers - $10.00 per officer, per qualification.

CHAPTER 104, RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as

indicated in article histories. Amendments noted where applicable.]

ARTICLE II, Fees
[Adopted 7-10-1980 by Res. No. 485-80; amended 3-26-1992 by Res. No. 293-92;

amended 4-10-2003 by Ord. No. 569]

§ 104-3. Copies of minutes and other government records.
[Amended 7-28-2005 by Ord. No. 614-2005]
A. The Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union hereby establishes the

cost for copies of minutes of this Board’s meetings and for all other government
records maintained by the County in accordance with the New Jersey “Open
Public Records Act” (OPRA) (N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq.) shall be as follows:

(1) First page to tenth page: $0.75 per page.
(2) Eleventh page to twentieth page: $0.50 per page.
(3) All pages over 20: $0.25 per page.

B. In accordance with the Open Public Records Act, whenever the nature, format,
manner of collation, or volume of a government record embodied in the form of
printed matter to be inspected, examined, or copied pursuant to this section is such
that the record cannot be reproduced by ordinary document copying equipment in
ordinary business size or involves an extraordinary expenditure of time and effort
to accommodate the request, the County may charge, in addition to the actual cost
of duplicating the record, a special service charge that shall be reasonable and
shall be based upon the actual direct cost of providing the copy or copies.

C. If an individual requestor seeks to have any government records delivered to them
via facsimile, the following special service charge shall apply:

(1) First page to tenth page: $0.75 per page.
(2) Eleventh page to twentieth page: $0.50 per page.
(3) Twentieth to Twenty-fifth page: $0.25 per page.

There shall be a limit of twenty-five (25) pages forwarded via facsimile to any
requestor, per request.
Copies of this section shall be forwarded to the County Manager, department
heads and all constitutional officers and agency chiefs of the County of Union.

1 T- 6/30/05, The Leader Fee: $314.16

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Mon-
day July 11, 2005 in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeal for variance from the require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance:

Teresa & Richard Joslyn, 755
Tamaques Way, 6-17-05, July, seeking
permission to construct a screened-in
porch contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.07E7 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard
of 35 feet. + 26 feet is proposed. Original
Application before Board 9-16-03 approved
10-20-03. Permit not obtained at that time.
Deemed complete June 21, 2005.

Jayashiel & Lalitha Kakileti, 1026
Grandview Ave, 6-3-05, July, seeking
permission to erect an addition contrary to
the requirements of Sections 12.04F1,
11.09E6 and 11.09E7of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires the maxi-
mum allowable building coverage of 20%.
24.8% is proposed. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet. +8
feet is proposed. Ordinance requires a
minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
34.6 feet is proposed. Deemed complete
June 21, 2005.

Tyrence Lamchek, 602 Mountain Ave,
5-6-05, July, Seeking permission to erect
a deck contrary to the requirements of
Sections 11.08E6 and 13.02C1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet. 6 feet is
proposed. Ordinance requires location of
decks in rear yard only. Side yard is pro-
posed. Deemed complete June 22, 2005.

Damian & Renata Handzy, 438 N.
Chestnut Street, 05-12-05, July, Seeking
permission to erect a deck contrary to the
requirements of Sections 11.09E5 and
11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum street side
yard setback for corner lots of 20 feet. 14.4
feet is present and proposed. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
10 feet. 9.3 feet is present and proposed.
Deemed complete June 22, 2005.

Gigi & Joe Tilocca, 75 N. Cottage
Place, 5-13-05, July, Seeking to erect a
front porch contrary to the requirements of
Section 12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires overall lot cov-
erage (with porch) of 20%. 25.3% is pro-
posed. Deemed complete June 22, 2005.

Marion & Donald Vanarelli, 740
Hanford Street, 5-13-05, July, Seeking
permission to erect new garage contrary
to the requirements of Section11.09E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires minimum side yard of 10 feet. 7.79
feet is proposed. Deemed complete June
22, 2005.

John & Faith Mulvanerty, 900 Talcott
Road, 5-16-05, July, Seeking permission
to erect a 2-story addition contrary to the
requirements of Section 11.06E6 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a side yard setback of 15 feet. 12.9 feet is
present and proposed. Deemed complete
June 22, 2005.

Natalia Penner, 205 Livingston Street,
5-18-05, July, Seeking permission to erect
a deck contrary to the requirements of
Section 11.21E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. 3.97 feet is
present and proposed. Deemed complete
June 22, 2005.

Mitch & Anita Beinhaker, 656 Norman
Place, 6-15-05, July, Seeking permission
to erect additions and a circular driveway
contrary to the requirements of Sections
12.03D, 12.04F and 17.05A of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front

yard setback of 38.6 feet. 27.33 feet is
proposed. Ordinance requires a maximum
allowable building coverage of 20%.
20.75%  is proposed. Ordinance does not
allow a circular driveway on corner lots.
Circular driveway on side street is pro-
posed. Deemed complete June 22, 2005.

David & Lisa Jackson, 560
Cumberland Street, 5-10-05, July, Seek-
ing permission to erect a deck contrary to
the requirements of Sections 12.04F2 and
13.02C1of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a maximum allowable cov-
erage of 22%. 22.8% is proposed. Ordi-
nance requires location of decks in rear
yard only. Side yard is proposed. Deemed
complete June 23, 2005.

Gregory Hobson, 618 Cumberland
Street, 6-16-05, July, Seeking permission
to erect a deck contrary to the require-
ments of Sections 12.04F2 and 11.09E6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a maximum allowable coverage
of 22%. 24% is proposed. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet. +/- 8.2 feet is proposed. Deemed
complete June 23, 2005.

Nicholas & Janette Spiezio, 834 Ce-
dar Terrace, 5-10-05, July, seeking to
erect additions contrary to the require-
ments of Sections 11.08 E6 and 12.04F of
the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires a side yard setback of 10 feet. 5.42
feet is proposed. Ordinance requires maxi-
mum allowable coverage of 20%. 20.1% is
proposed. Deemed complete June 23,
2005.

Maria Barry, 1012 Irving Avenue, 5-
10-05, July, Seeking to erect a covered
porch and expand the third-floor living
space contrary to the requirements of
Sections 12.03D and 12.04E1 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a front
yard setback of 24.14 feet. 22.5 feet is
proposed. Ordinance requires maximum
allowable habitable floor area of 35%. +/-
39% is proposed. Deemed complete June
24, 2005.

Richard F. Spencer, 116 South Euclid
Avenue, Block 3109 Lot 5 seeking site
plan approval with a variance.  Applicant
seeks to convert approximately 1,300
square feet of professional office space to
a doctor’s office in a mixed-use building
that does not comply with the allowable
floor area requirements (D variance), no
site improvements are proposed.

Applicant seeks variance from the fol-
lowing:

List of New C40:55D-70c Variance
Requested:

Sections 17.02B(2) and 17.02C(5a) of
the Land Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires number of off street parking spaces
24 spaces.  Applicant proposes 16 off
street parking spaces.

List of Existing Non-Conforming Zon-
ing Conditions:

Section 11.20E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance.  Ordinance requires minimum side
yard set back of 12 feet.  Existing is + 7
feet.

Section 11.20E7 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance.  Ordinance requires minimum rear
yard set back of 50 feet.  Existing is + 48
feet.

Sections 11.20E and 12.04E of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance requires maxi-
mum allowable floor area devoted to pro-
fessional office space of 2,966 square
feet.  Existing is + 4,219 square feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

 Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Laura Keleher
Acting Board of Adjustment

Secretary
1 T- 6/30/05, The Leader Fee: $155.55

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUMMER SAFARI… Participants in Wesley Hall Nursery School’s “Summer
Fun” program enjoyed a safari adventure during Jungle Safari Week. The
children watched slides of an African Safari taken by teacher Louise Walsh, then
donned safari hats and visited sites throughout the school, learning about tigers,
zebras, giraffes, elephants and monkeys and collecting jungle “goodies” along the
way. Pictured, Ethan Gottlieb, Lauren Power and Hannah Seewald keep an eye
out for wild animals with their homemade telescopes.

St. Barts Interparochial
School Holds 51st Graduation

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School
celebrated its 51st graduating class in
exercises held on Friday evening, June
10 at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church in Scotch Plains.  Diplomas
were presented by Reverend John
Paladino, pastor, and Sister Louise
Lauretti, M.P.F., principal, to the fol-
lowing eighth-grade graduates:  Wesley
Banner, Steven Berger, Christina
Camarda, Melissa Carey, Gregory
Cassidy, Mathew Cena, Stephen Cena,
Angelo Cerimele, Danielle Giordanella,
Caryn Grabowski, Kevin Handsman,
Christopher Kocot, Laura Degnan,
Dana Krajcsik, Kelly Leahy, James
Livingstone, Christopher Lomiguen,
Cheryl Monteiro, Diana Searls, Mar-
garet Smith, Ryan Sokoloski, Jessica
Soorial and Jillian Wang.

General Excellence award gifts of
$100 were presented to Steven Berger
and Jillian Wang.  Awards of Excel-
lence gifts of $75 were presented to
Cheryl Monteiro, Dana Krajcsik and
Danielle Giordanella.   High Honors
gifts of $50 were awarded to:  Mel-
issa Carey, James Livingstone, Laura
Degnan and Gregory Cassidy.   The
Honors awards gifts of $25 were
awarded to:  Christina Camarda, Kelly
Leahy, Diana Searls and Kevin
Handsman.

Outstanding Achievement certifi-
cates in a Subject Area were awarded
to:  Cheryl Monteiro for Religion,
Melissa Carey for Language Arts,
James Livingstone for Social Stud-
ies, Danielle Giordanella for Math-
ematics and Dana Krajcsik for Sci-
ence.   The Christian Discipleship
Award was given to Cheryl Monteiro.
The Christian Discipleship Award, a
gift of $100 in memory of Father
Vincent Sprouls, was presented to
Christopher Kocot.  The Religious
Teachers Filippini Founders Award, a
gift of $25 each donated by the Home
School Association, was awarded to
Angelo Cerimele, Jessica Soorial,
Diana Searls and Dana Krajcsik.

Gregory Cassidy and Kelly Leahy
received the Emily Clark Scholar-
ship, a monetary gift of $500 each.
Jillian Wang was presented with the
Creative Writing Award, a gift of $100
given by Helen Boguszewski in
memory of Betsy and Tom Orr.  The
Helen Campbell Scholarship was
awarded to Christopher Lomiguen

and Margaret Smith.
The Kenneth Grabowski Science

Scholarship, a monetary gift of $250
each, was awarded to Steven Berger
and Melissa Carey.

Certificates were awarded in rec-
ognition for service in Technology
Support to the school to Mathew Cena,
Stephen Cena and Christopher
Lomiguen.  Steven Berger, Melissa
Carey, Angelo Cerimele, Laura
Degnan, Kevin Handsman, Christo-
pher Kocot, Christopher Lomiguen
and Cheryl Monteiro were acknowl-
edged with certificates for service to
St. Bartholomew and Immaculate
Heart of Mary parishes as altar serv-
ers.  Wesley Banner, Steven Berger,
Angelo Cerimele, Laura Degnan,
Danielle Giordanella, Caryn
Grabowski, Christopher Kocot, Kelly
Leahy, Christopher Lomiguen, Cheryl
Monteiro, Margaret Smith and Ryan
Sokoloski received certificates for
service to St. Bartholomew
Interparochial School.

The St. Bartholomew Athletic
Committee presented Steven Berger
and Diana Searls with St.
Bartholomew Athletic Award, an
award of $500 each, at the school’s
athletic banquet on June 2.

A total in excess of  $65,000 in
scholarships to high schools were
offered to members of the graduating
class of 2005.

Rodger Curlik Gets Degree
From St. Lawrence U.

WESTFIELD – Rodger Curlik was
among the 516 students who received
a degree at St. Lawrence University’s
Commencement ceremony, held May
15 on campus in Canton, New York.

Curlik graduated from Westfield
High School in Westfield and received
a degree (cum laude) in Economics.

MURAL DONATION…Fourth grade students at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield created two tile murals and donated one to their school and the other
to the ARC Kohler School in Mountainside on June 6, 2005.  Under the direction
of their art teacher, Ms. Marylee Massenzio, students used paint and pastels to
create colorful leaf designs that were reproduced on ceramic tile and assembled
into two murals.  One mural was placed on permanent display in the entranceway
of Franklin School.  The students presented the second mural to the ARC Kohler
School, a special needs school in Mountainside. Pictured are fourth grade students
standing in front of their mural in the Franklin School entranceway.

PEN PALS…On June 6, 2005, second-grade students from Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield, New Jersey hosted a day of activities for their pen pals from
Franklin Elementary School in Newark, NJ.  Students in Arlene Vezza’s and
Lindsey Huston’s second-grade classes at Franklin School in Westfield became
pen pals this year with children from Franklin School in Newark.  After exchang-
ing three letters each since February, the pen pals finally met each other in June.
The children played games with their pen pals, ate pizza and had their pictures
taken together and put in frames as keepsakes.  Pictured are second grade
students from Westfield posing in the Franklin School gym with their pen pals
from Franklin School, Newark.

MISSION WALK…Redeemer Lutheran School students recently held a Mission
Walk to raise funds for a therapeutic climbing wall, and other items for Children’s
Specialized hospital in Fanwood.  Development Associate Sarah Scardilli is pictured
(far left) with a “check” for $1073.45 given by the children of Redeemer School.

Bena Reiter Awarded
By Jewish Studies School
WESTFIELD – The Bergen County

High School of Jewish Studies re-
cently held its 28th Annual Gradua-
tion at Temple Emanu-El in Closter.

Bena Reiter of Westfield was among
one of the students who received awards.

Closing exercises for all other stu-
dents were held on the last day of school.

Arbitsman Named To
Drew Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Gil Arbitsman, a
2003 graduate of Westfield High
School, has been named to the Dean’s
List at Drew University in Madison,
NJ for the Spring 2005 semester, earn-
ing a cumulative GPA of 3.9. Gil is a
junior majoring in economics. He is
also a midfielder on the Rangers
Men’s Lacrosse Team, where he
served as team captain and led the
team in goals during the past season.
Gil received All-Academic player
honors for the Middle Atlantic Con-
ference for 2005. He participated in a
Drew International Seminar in Ice-
land for three weeks in June. This
summer, Gil will be working for Na-
tional Retail Systems, Inc. in North
Bergen and coaching for Patriot La-
crosse. Gil is the son of Sheraine and
Yossi Arbitsman.

Education News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Union County Vo-Tech Students Win
International Think Quest Competition

SCOTCH PLAINS – Four stu-
dents from Union County Voca-
tional-Technical High School’s
Academy for Information Technol-
ogy in Scotch Plains will be head-
ing to San Francisco this coming
September to attend an educational
conference and awards event. The
trip is their reward for receiving top
honors in ThinkQuest, a program
of the Oracle Education Founda-
tion. The title of their winning
website is Cultural Fashion. The
international competition is com-

prised of teams of three to six stu-
dents and up to two adult coaches
who work together to create the
best educational web sites.

The team members include
Eddie Fernandez of Rahway,
Ingrid Pangandoyon of Union
Township, Miroslaw Rogowski of
Linden and Kate Walsh of Rahway.
Their team advisor and coach is
Scott Rubin.

The award winning Web sites
can be viewed at thinkquest.org/
winners.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 30, 2005 Page 17

WWWWWestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Sestfield Summer ummer ummer ummer ummer WWWWWorororororkshopkshopkshopkshopkshop
WWWWWelcomes Nelcomes Nelcomes Nelcomes Nelcomes Neeeeew Sw Sw Sw Sw Staff Mtaff Mtaff Mtaff Mtaff Membersembersembersembersembers

WESTFIELD —     The Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW), a divi-
sion of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA), has welcomed 14
new staff members to its 2005 pro-
gram.

“The instructors whom we have hired
for this season were outstanding candi-
dates in their individual fields,” noted
Dr. Ted Schlosberg, NJWA founder
and executive director.

“Each candidate was evaluated for
his or her expertise and selected to meet
the needs of our program and of the
children who attend it. Some teachers
have been previous staff members and
are returning after a brief hiatus, often
after obtaining an advanced degree or
starting a family. The fact they return
to us confirms their belief in the value
of our program,” he added.

Returning to the Art Department as
chairman of Arts and Crafts II is Ian
Dorian. Other art instructors include
Jennifer Sarracino, Debra Gulino,
Leonard Gabriel, Tracy Pushko and
Jeff Gutterman. Rejoining this depart-
ment are Linda Pelaez Dorian and Sa-
rah Davis.

“Seventy-five percent of the new in-
structors on our art staff have a master’s
degree. We are dealing with highly
qualified and professionally trained
people,” Dr. Schlosberg said. “We want
the parents of our students to feel com-
fortable knowing that those who in-
struct their children are experienced
and knowledgeable.”

New to the Communications De-
partment is Robyn Schiff, who will be
teaching television production courses,
while Alana Lamianaskaya joins the

dance and movement department as
the fencing instructor.

Professional magician Beverly Suzan
returns this year to the drama depart-
ment.

Other new employees in this area are
Patricia Pineda, who will also be in-
volved with the music department, and
professional actor Fausto Pineda. Both
are staff members of the two WSW
musical theater productions.

Completing the list of new employ-
ees is Eileen Moran, who will be the
school nurse for the pre-kindergarten
and kindergarten classes.

The WSW will be held at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, Westfield, from
June 29 to July 29, from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. daily. The program offers
classes in arts, crafts, communication,
dance, drama, music, musical theater
and special interests.

Most classes are geared to students in
grades 1 through 8. However, among
the 80 course selections are separate
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten pro-
grams, which will be held at The Re-
deemer Lutheran School.

There are musical theater classes for
grades 6 to 9, which will present My
Fair Lady, and for grades 9 to 12, which
will stage Into the Woods. A full day of
activity is also offered in conjunction
with the Westfield Y.

For more information on the
Westfield Summer Workshop, call (908)
518-1551. Information on other pro-
grams of the NJWA can be obtained by
calling (908) 789-9696, by visiting the
office at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield, or by logging on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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WESTFIELD – The NJWA Con-
cert Band performed its first musical
series program at the Westfield Area Y
on Sunday, June 12.  Director Howard
Toplansky, during the concert, gave a
history of the background and tumul-
tuous events surrounding many of the
Russian composers featured in the con-
cert repertoire.

“Our Waltz” is the only piece of
music composed by Soviet Colonel
Lev Sergeev who, at the age of 17,
enlisted in Vladivostok as a baritone
horn player.  After a number of mili-
tary promotions, he became opera-
tions officer of the Ukrainian Front
during WWII.  Sergeev was given the
Order of the White Lion by the Czecho-
slovak government, the highest deco-
ration that the Czech government
awards anyone.  Many in the audience
later explained how emotionally af-

fected they were by the harmonies in
this piece.

This concert helped raise money for
the new Westfield Area Y building cur-
rently under construction on Broad
Street in Westfield which, when com-
pleted, will feature a showcase audito-
rium.  The NJWA Concert Band is
scheduled to perform in September as
well in December of 2005.

“We will have an entirely new reper-
toire for each concert,” said Mr.
Toplansky, who is already introducing
new material to his group of instru-
mentalists of all ages.

The NJWA Concert Band practices
at the Westfield Area Y, 120 Clarkson
Street, on Saturdays from noon- 1:30
p.m.  To join the group or for further
information about having the NJWA
Concert Band perform, please e-mail
njwaband@att.net.
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WESTFIELD – The Music Studio,

a division of the non-profit New Jer-
sey Workshop for the Arts, has de-
signed a summer music course specifi-
cally for young children and their
parents to learn the violin together.

 “Parent and Me Suzuki Violin” be-
gins on June 28 and continues to July
26, on Tuesday and Thursday morn-
ings from 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Chil-
dren as young as three-and-a-half years
old may enroll with a parent, another
relative or caregiver.  The program is
also appropriate for children up to the
age of seven.

This 45-minute class will employ
the methods of Dr. Shinichi Suzuki,
the renowned musician who believed
that children can play an instrument
before they can learn to read. The
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WESTFIELD – Members of
Westfield High School’s (WHS) class of
2005 celebrated their graduation at the
16th annual BASH on Thursday, June
23 from 10:30 p.m. to
5 a.m. The BASH is
sponsored by the
Westfield Optimists
Club, the WHS Par-
ent Teacher Student
Organization (PTSO)
and the Westfield Rec-
reation Commission.
The Bash provides a
safe, substance-free en-
vironment for gradu-
ates to spend gradua-
tion night together.
WHS staff and Opti-
mist Club members
typically chaperone
the event. This year’s
festivities took place at
The Ricochet Health
and Racquet Club in
South Plainfield.

From the moment
the busses pulled up to
the club, WHS gradu-
ates were able to par-
take in a number of
activities. Some of the
more popular ones in-
cluded sumo wrestling
and jousting, swim-
ming, racquetball, a
make-your-own music
video station and for-
tune telling. There was
also a room where
manicures, caricatures
and photo buttons were offered to stu-
dents. Balloon animals were made in the
lobby area. A magician put on a show at
around 3 a.m.

The success of the evening came from
the constant activity; there was never a
lull or a moment with nothing to do.

“It was an amazing way to end an
amazing high school career,” said se-
nior Jenna Federgreen.

Food and drinks were available
throughout the evening to keep the
students nourished. Masseurs were on
hand to provide massages for students,
which helped them feel relaxed and
comfortable during the long evening.

“Even though it’s going to be a long
night, I’m feeling good,” said senior
Annie Onishi after receiving a massage.

WHS bands The Bus, featuring
sophomores Will Harbaugh, Gabe
Yukon, Jon Fichter and Mike Risberg,

and The Pikers, comprised of seniors
Sam Brenner, Henry Koehler, Nick
Malaspina and Justin Goncalves, pro-
vided live music towards the end of the
night, which started a dance party.

A DJ played music in the lobby
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SUMMIT -- The artistic endeav-
ors of members of the New Jersey
Center for Visual Arts (NJCVA) in
Summit will be showcased at the
Annual Members Show and Sale be-
ing held through July 22, at the
Center’s temporary gallery at 34-36
Maple Street in downtown Summit.

This year’s Members Show and
Sale includes the work of 184 stu-
dent and professional artists affili-
ated with the Center, and high-
lights a wide range of media from
painting and drawing to sculpture
and photography.

Asdrubal Franco, the owner of
domogallery in Summit, who served
as curator, found the exhibit very
impressive.

“The quality of the work of this
show gives NJCVA credibility. I
found many of the works to be
beyond student-quality,” he said.

On Friday, June 17,  at the Show
and Sale’s  opening reception,
NJCVA presented 18 awards, total-
ing $1,700, to members whose art-
work was part of the exhibit. Jeanne
Smith of Fanwood received the Por-
traiture Award for her “Leaving
Childhood,” and Judy Musicant of
Mountainside was awarded the Ce-
ramics Award for “Platter with
Handels.” Overall Best in Show
went to Lisa Harrington of Chester,
for her sculpture,” Celeste.”

Sculpture and ceramics appeared

to be heavily represented this year,
according to Mari D’Alessandro,
NJCVA Exhibits Manager. “Several
artists have sold exhibited pieces since
opening night,” she said, adding that
for anyone looking to purchase origi-
nal art of high quality at reasonable
prices would do well to visit this
year’s Members Show and Sale.

NJCVA has been holding Mem-
bers Shows and Sales in one form or

another since the Center’s incep-
tion in 1932. During NJCVA’s ex-
pansion and renovation project,
“Access to Art,” exhibits are being
held at the Maple Street Gallery.
Hours for the Members Show and
Sale are: Monday through Friday 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday Sunday. For more in-
formation, contact NJCVA at
(908)-273-9121.
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WESTFIELD – Lauren Coltrera was
named to Kappa Delta Pi, an interna-
tional honor society in education. She
is the daughter of Richard and Marjorie
Coltrera of Westfield.

Lehigh ULehigh ULehigh ULehigh ULehigh Univnivnivnivniversityersityersityersityersity
HHHHHonors Donors Donors Donors Donors David Havid Havid Havid Havid Heeeeewit, Jrwit, Jrwit, Jrwit, Jrwit, Jr.....

WESTFIELD – David Hewit, Jr., son
of Mr. and Mrs. David Hewit of Westfield,
has been placed on the Dean’s List at
Lehigh University for the 2005 spring
semester. David is a finance major in the
business school and a 2004 graduate of
Westfield High School.
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WESTFIELD – Bucknell Univer-
sity has released the dean’s list for
outstanding academic achievement
during the spring semester of the 2004-
05 academic year. A student must earn
a grade point average of 3.5 or higher
on a scale of 4.0 to receive dean’s list
recognition. The following Westfield
students earned recognition:

Brent Bramnick, son of Jon and
Patricia Bramnick, and a 2001 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School; Erin
O’Brien, daughter of JoAnn O’Brien,
and a 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School.

The following Scotch Plains students
earned recognition:

Nina Baker, daughter of Stephen
and Marjorie Baker, and a 2004 gradu-
ate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School; Steven Doremus, son of Bruce
and Donna Doremus, and a 2003
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School; Renee Souris, daughter
of Nickolaus and Eileen Souris, and a
2002 graduate of Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung.
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HOLMDEL – The Garden State
Arts Foundation presents “A Salute
to Hollywood,” performed by the
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra.
This free concert is the first of three
sponsored by the Arts Foundation.
Other classical performances in-
clude The New York Philharmonic
on Tuesday,  July  18 and the
Westfield Symphony with the New
York City Opera on Wednesday,
September 28.

All classical events begin at 8
p . m .  a n d  a r e  h e l d  a t  t h e
PNCBank Arts Center, located
at Exit 116 on the Garden State
Parkway in Holmdel. To request
tickets, contact the Garden State
Arts Foundation at (732) 442-
9 2 0 0  o r  l o g  o n  t o
www.gsafoundation.org.
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the child continues to develop.
The Music Studio is offering a spe-

cial summer class in the Suzuki method
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings in
July, for ages 3 ½ to 7.   In the fall,
students will be able to begin or to
continue with music lessons when The
Music Studio starts its new semester in
September.

For information on The Music Stu-
dio, The Westfield Summer Workshop,
The Little Opera Company of New
Jersey, Kids ‘n’ Arts, Westfield Fencing
Club, Kids on Keys, Creative Arts
Workshops, or the Musical Theater
Workshop, call 908-789-9696 or visit
the NJWA office at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield.  Additional infor-
mation on all programs of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts  “where
talents develops and creativity thrives”
is available on the web at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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Suzuki method uses listening and imi-
tation to develop a child’s musical
ability. NJWA co-founder and execu-
tive director Dr. Ted Schlosberg will
teach the course.

The class will be held at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Tuition for the program is $200, which
includes both the child and the par-
ent.  Violin rentals, at $15 per instru-
ment, can be arranged through The
Music Studio.

For more information on The Mu-
sic Studio, or any division of The New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, call
(908)-789-9696 or visit the NJWA
office Additional information can be
found on the web site at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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WESTFIELD – The “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival, sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), kicks off their 9th annual
season in downtown Westfield this
Tuesday, July 5 with performances by
include performances by The Tone
Masters, Chuck Lambert Band, The
Rick Fiore Jazz Quartet, and The
Groove Quartet.

Performances take place on sidewalks
and street corners every Tuesday in July
and August from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Rain
dates will be the following Wednesday
evenings at the same time.

“Sweet Sounds Downtown is ex-
tremely popular for all ages. From con-
temporary or traditional jazz to blues
to big band, there are live performances
to please everyone,” said DWC Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin. “The event
is great for businesses downtown on
Tuesday night.”

According to Courtney Nemec,
DWC Events Coordinator, “We have a
mix of great bands who played in past
festivals as well as new bands this year.
Sweet Sounds has become so popular

that we have to turn away many tal-
ented groups.”

Tuesday’s performances will include
The Tone Masters, Chuck Lambert
Band, The Rick Fiore Jazz Quartet,
and The Groove Quartet.

While enjoying the musical perfor-
mances of “Sweet Sounds Downtown,”
enjoy dining at one of Westfield’s fine
restaurants or shop and stroll through
downtown.

For more information about
Westfield and other downtown events
taking place, call the DWC at (908)
789-9444 for free a Destination
Westfield brochure including a shop-
ping, dining and service directory as
well as a 2005 events calendar and Jazz
Brochure or visit their web site at
www.WestfieldToday.com for further
details.

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The TimesCassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The TimesCassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The TimesCassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The TimesCassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DUKING IT OUT… WHS seniors Sam Kramer, left, and Brian Skorge participateDUKING IT OUT… WHS seniors Sam Kramer, left, and Brian Skorge participateDUKING IT OUT… WHS seniors Sam Kramer, left, and Brian Skorge participateDUKING IT OUT… WHS seniors Sam Kramer, left, and Brian Skorge participateDUKING IT OUT… WHS seniors Sam Kramer, left, and Brian Skorge participate
in pedestal jousting at the BASH on Thursday night.in pedestal jousting at the BASH on Thursday night.in pedestal jousting at the BASH on Thursday night.in pedestal jousting at the BASH on Thursday night.in pedestal jousting at the BASH on Thursday night.

during the event and held a dance
contest, where winners won free movie
passes. He also announced the winners
of the raffle prizes that were awarded
before students left. Some of the prizes
included a laptop, iPod shuffles, movie

passes, a cam-
era phone and
a television.

“I thought
that the
BASH was a
lot of fun. It
was a great
way to end the
year and see
our class to-
gether for the
last time. It
was a good
way to start
the summer,”
said senior
A d r i e n n e
O’Rourke.

“The Bash
has become
one of WHS’
most valued
traditions – it
brings the
class together
one last tie to
have fun and
celebrate. The
Op t i m i s t s ,
PTSO and the
Rec r e a t i on
Commission
put a lot of
work into
planning and

funding the BASH, but all of us who
work on the BASH agree that it’s worth
it to provide a safe, fun farewell for our
graduates,” said coordinator and WHS
Student Assistance Counselor  Maureen
Mazzarese.

See it all on the Web!
See it all in Color!

www.goleader.com
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Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Through July 24, the 10th An-10th An-10th An-10th An-10th An-
nual Nnual Nnual Nnual Nnual Neeeeew Jw Jw Jw Jw Jersey Iersey Iersey Iersey Iersey Internationalnternationalnternationalnternationalnternational
FFFFFilm Film Film Film Film Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal is featuring screen-
ings of independent, classic, inter-
national, and experimental films and
videos, as well as film/video work-
shops, visiting directors and the din-
ner and a movie series. For a com-
plete schedule, directions, and ad-
mission fees, call (732) 932-8482 or
visit http://www.njfilmfest.com/.

* * * * * * *
The CThe CThe CThe CThe Cyyyyycle Mcle Mcle Mcle Mcle Messenger essenger essenger essenger essenger WWWWWorldorldorldorldorld

Championships 2005Championships 2005Championships 2005Championships 2005Championships 2005 are coming
to New York and New Jersey this
weekend, from Thursday, June 30
through Monday, July 4. The main
race with 200 bikers takes place in
Jersey City on July 3, when couriers-
on-wheels from all over the globe
show off their skills. There are many
other competitions, activities, and
demonstrations throughout the four-
day event. For details, visit http://
www.nybma.com/cmwc2005/.

* * * * * * *
For fireworks fans, there are plenty

of choices this IIIIIndependence Dndependence Dndependence Dndependence Dndependence Dayayayayay.
Among the most popular are: Red
Bank, Long Branch, Seaside
Heights, Caldwell, Little Falls,
Barnegat, East Brunswick, and
Lavalette. More towns are getting in
on the festivities, so watch for local
announcements where you live.

* * * * * * *
On Independence Day, you might

want to check out the Solar Folar Folar Folar Folar Fiririririre-e-e-e-e-
worworworworworksksksksks exhibit at the Newark Mu-
seum. This family-friendly exhibit fea-
tures basic solar facts, a scale model,
hands-on demonstrations, informa-
tion on the sun’s structure and com-
position, images and movies of the
incredible features visible on its sur-
face, and the effect of solar activity on
the Earth. The exhibit is free with
museum admission, and will be there
through April 6, 2006. For more in-
formation, visit http://
www.newarkmuseum.org/pages/
toc2.html.

* * * * * * *
GGGGGrrrrrounds for Sculpturounds for Sculpturounds for Sculpturounds for Sculpturounds for Sculptureeeee     in Hamilton

is a serious place for art lovers. Right now,
internationally acclaimed sculptor
Patrick Dougherty is in the midst of a
nine-week residency, creating exciting
site-specific sculptures of monumental
scale. TTTTTwisted Logicwisted Logicwisted Logicwisted Logicwisted Logic is made by weaving
tree saplings into large organic construc-
tions with the help of volunteers from
the community. Admission is $5, which
includes the permanent collection on
the 35-acre grounds. For directions or
hours, call (609) 586-0616 or visit http:/
/www.groundsforsculpture.org/
park.htm.

* * * * * * *
MMMMMiss Siss Siss Siss Siss Saigonaigonaigonaigonaigon will be presented

outdoors at Roosevelt Park’s PPPPPlays-lays-lays-lays-lays-
in-the-Pin-the-Pin-the-Pin-the-Pin-the-Pararararark k k k k in Edison through July
9. This classic love story is an update
of Puccini’s MMMMMadame Badame Badame Badame Badame Butterutterutterutterutterflyflyflyflyfly, set
during the time of the Vietnam
War. There’s a show every night at
8:30 p.m., except on Sundays and
on July 4. The park is adjacent to the
Menlo Park Mall, near Routes 1 and
27. Bring a low-backed lawn chair
or blanket. Tickets are available be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. on the day of
the performance. Most questions
are answered at http://
w w w. p l a y s i n t h e p a r k . c o m /
faqs.html, or you may call the park
office at (732) 548-2884.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & 1/2 popcorns

This isn’t your father’s Batman. It’s
more like the Goth neighbor kid’s
Batman. Certainly the darkest, most
meditative of the brood, director
Christopher Nolan’s take on the
hooded hero is more often intriguing
than entertaining.

In “Batman Begins,” wherein we
are told the lore from inception
through coming out of Gotham’s caped
crusader, the dedication to style and
technique translates decidedly noir.
It’s as if the filmmaker wished to grimly
impress that saving the planet from its
evils is first and foremost a harsh busi-
ness.

Purists could make a case for the
director’s vision. When artist Bob
Kane’s now famed comic book char-
acter made his debut, the Depression
was still very much a reality. It was
Batman’s job to save the day, symboli-
cally at least. It’s a cornerstone in this
tale. A very well advantaged Bruce
Wayne is repeatedly told to what great
lengths his patrician Dad went during
the Depression in his noblesse oblige
attempts to alleviate suffering.

Of course it’s difficult to reconcile
our timeline with Gotham’s. Its chro-
nology doesn’t run exactly parallel with
ours. You’d think a previous genera-
tion Ford Taurus one detective drives
would give it away. But then the futur-
istic elevated train system throws us a
curve. In other words, it’s just a place
in time, and a troubled one at that.  

Crime is rampant; moral decay has
set in. And whether or not you agree
that its message is apt to our own
plight, the fictional legend’s emotional
roots can certainly be felt.

One story has it that director Nolan
treated his entire cast to a screening of
“Blade Runner” (1982) before pro-
ceeding, informing that this was the
look and feel he wished to achieve. If
such is the case, he has succeeded.

This Gotham is a lonely, dank place.
Few scenes show the sun shining. A
sense of alienation pervades. Civiliza-
tion has been steamrollered by its own
devices, and fraternity outwitted by
corruption. 

In other words, the current crisis
may not be economic, as in The Great
Depression. But the wickedness that
comes with a disregard for democracy,
justice and charity sure is depressing.
This calls for a superhero.

Flashbacks and fast-forwards docu-
ment the making of such a being, and
introduce us to the first in a series of
rather superb supporting perfor-
mances. It’s Liam Neeson as Ducard,
a paradoxical mentor with a rather
controversial view of current events.

Bruce meets the authoritarian mas-
ter while testing himself against the
cruelties of the local penal system in
the mountainous wilds of what seems
to be Outer Mongolia. Apparently, a
half hour or so each day on the tread-
mill won’t prepare one for a career in
super heroics. The scenery is
haunting…and again, isolating.

His self-imposed, ascetic travail
complete, Bruce Wayne, portrayed
well for this film’s purposes by Chris-
tian Bale, returns to the scene of the
crime with all sorts of psychological
baggage. By this time we’ve been ap-
prised of how the young heir to the
Wayne fortune witnessed the murder
of his Mumsy and Pops at the hands of
a desperate drifter.

Once the savior-to-be reestablishes
himself within the luxurious confines
of Wayne Manor, we meet another of
the film’s fine supporting performers.
Providing the comedy relief in a moody
film that certainly needs it from time
to time is Michael Caine as Alfred, the
faithful retainer and father figure.

The humorous and all-wise butler
is also the young man’s cultural advi-
sor. Single-mindedly driven by his
goal to put things right, Mr. Wayne is
like the dedicated do-gooder who isn’t
very successful in one-to-one relation-
ships, his mind always on the bigger

picture.
But Alfred won’t have it…at least

not all of it. He’s more than willing to
aid and abet his charge’s campaign
against evil, but only if the young
master also takes his rightful place in
the social order. Tradition, you know.

Bruce begrudgingly agrees, which
means throwing a lot of posh parties
populated with guests named Todd
and Bunny. You know the sort…they
show up in their Lamborghinis. It’s
not much to put up with if you really
want to save humankind.

Which brings us to yet another peer-
less supportive stint. It’s Morgan Free-
man as the invaluable Lucius Fox,
tech geek supreme at Wayne Indus-
tries. He’s a good guy, so naturally he’s
fallen out of favor with Earle (Rutger
Hauer), the smile-in-your face, back-
stabbing CEO out to grab all the
marbles for himself. Well, we’ll just
see about that.

Relegated to a forgotten corner of
the plant, Freeman’s curator of things
cutting edge is left to his own devices.
It’s kind of cozy down there, a veri-
table warehouse of great inventions
just waiting to be used for man’s good.
Bruce visits often. There’s the Kevlar
suit, the mask, all the fancy grappling
hooks.

And then, of course, there is the
Batmobile, the ultimate SUV, the
road-raging driver’s dream come true.
Careen through, over or around any-
thing without regard to propriety or
consequences. The chase scenes, obvi-
ously inspired by our local highways,
are scintillating. In fact, unlike the
typical special effects-laden products
regularly paraded before us at the
Cineplex, the excitement here is quite
compelling.

Also a welcome departure from the
usual fare, “Batman Begins” is loaded
with contemplation, complexity and
gray areas. The film rhetorically asks:
Should we forgive Mr. and Mrs.
Wayne’s murderer, a victim of society’s
ills? Is it really necessary for Bruce to
rejoin his old crowd? What does it
matter as long as he serves his pur-
pose? And then Liam Neeson’s self-
appointed guardian of the
commonweal really lowers the ethical
boom by completely throwing into
question what the world needs now.
No details…but you’ll see.

Less important and more in line
with the film’s perfunctory assets is
Katie Holmes as Rachel Dawes, the
childhood friend who grows up to be
prosecuting attorney, moral conscience
and love interest, in that order. Too
bad it doesn’t work.

Granted, Nolan, whose otherwise stel-
lar judgment amazed us with something
as wildly creative as “Memento” (2000),
had something in mind. The film is
dark, so the gal is appropriately somber,
and there isn’t much of a love story. But
he’s wrong. In several noirish classics,
Bogart’s characters were involved in some
awfully serious derring-do. Still, there
was room for romance, room for Lauren
Bacall, a bright spot amidst the over-
whelming odds against happiness.

Commendably, Nolan didn’t want
to roll out the usual formula. But in so
strenuously trying the opposite, in
doggedly scouring for altruistic pre-
cepts, he has overly associated himself
with his enigmatic title character.

On one level, “Batman Begins” is
quite a piece of filmmaking. Unfortu-
nately, it reminds of the surgeon who
informs that the operation was suc-
cessful but the patient died.

Artistic relevance isn’t always
enough to recommend a movie. Per-
haps one more philosophy course back
in college would have done it for this
thirty-four-year-old wunderkind. The
one where you learn that truth is beauty,
no darkness.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *
   “Batman Begins,” rated PG-13, is a
Warner Bros. release directed by Chris-
topher Nolan and stars Christian Bale,
Michael Caine and Katie Holmes.
Running time: 141 minutes.
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 WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Thomas Connors, contin-
ues to serenade the citizens of Westfield
and the surrounding towns as part of
their 93rd season of summer concerts
in Mindowaskin Park on Thursday,
July 7 at 7:30 p.m.   

The concert brings musical selec-
tions from several time periods and
genres within musical history.  A fea-
tured selection for the evening is
“Koncertni Predehra” by noted Czech
composer Jundith Pravecek (1999-
2000).  This selection was the last work
for band composed by Pravecek and
takes place in the form of an overture
with short solos in the middle section
from the flute and trumpet. 

A more familiar feature to many
concertgoers will be the “Overture to
‘Candide.’”  History has credited
Francois-Marie Arouet de Voltaire as
being the most influential crusader of the
18th century Age of Enlightenment, with
his best-known work being the satirical
short story, Candide (1759).  Through
the story of Candide, Voltaire demon-
strated the injustices of life and mistrust
that we should all have for authority, be
it in government or otherwise. 

The events of McCarthyism in the
1950s led playwright Lillian Hellman
and composer Leonard Bernstein to
recreate Candide for the Broadway stage

in 1956.  Although the musical had a
short life on Broadway, the overture
continues to be very popular.

Additional selections for the evening
include “Handel in the Strand” by
Percy Grainer, “Highlights from
‘Camelot’” by Frederick Loewe, and
“Belle of the Ball” by Leroy Ander-
son. 

The band will continue their con-
cert season on July 14  and 21, followed
by the Westfield Community Swing
Band, “Nostalgia” on July 28.

The event is free to the public; audi-
ence members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs.  In the event of
inclement weather, the concert will be
held in the Presbyterian Church on the
corner of East Broad Street and Moun-
tain Avenue.

The Westfield Community Band
is sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department. For further infor-
mation, please contact (908) 789-
4080 or go to the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.
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WESTFIELD -- Some were giggly
and others were serious, but all of the
Westfield teenagers who came to
Westfield Memorial Library on Friday
to interview for an appearance on the
MTV hit series, “MADE,” admitted
to being at least a little nervous. 

“MADE” is a show about making
dreams come true.  Those chosen must
have a goal, be willing to overcome
obstacles, and, with a little help from
MTV, promise to work towards achiev-
ing their goal.  

Leanne Cecchini, MTV’s casting
assistant for “MADE,” visited Westfield
Memorial Library at the invitation of
Kathy Muhm, Children’s Librarian. 
“The library wants to increase its ser-
vices to teens,” Ms. Muhm explained. 

After completing their interviews
with Ms. Cecchini, Ms. Muhm asked
the teens to fill out a survey that will
assist the library in determining how to
better serve their needs. One of the
ideas Ms. Muhm would like to pro-
mote is an online reading club specific
for teens, and she sought the opinions
of the young contestants.

As for their “MADE” interviews, the
teens waiting on line brought with
them a variety of goals, which they
hoped would fit the requirements of
the television show.  Danielle Soback,

a tenth grader at Westfield High School
would like “MADE” to select her so
that she could learn to dance.  “I don’t
have an after-school activity at the
present time,” she said, adding that
learning to dance would help her in-
crease her self-confidence.

Melissa Virzi is hoping “MADE”
will agree to help her achieve her goal
of acting her age of 15.  “All I do is
watch cartoons.  I’ve never been to a
party or a concert.  I also act and speak
like a child,” explained the Westfield
High student.

Molly Hudelson, a freshman at New-
ark Academy this September, wants to
learn how to write songs and music,
and she is willing to let the crew of
“MADE” come up with a plan to turn
her into a songwriter and musician.

It will be several weeks before the
Westfield teens learn whether or not
they have been accepted to appear on
“MADE.” And then, who knows?  We
might just be seeing some familiar
Westfield faces on MTV.
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WESTFIELD -- Seven young violin
students from The Music Studio, a
division of the non-profit New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), par-
ticipated in the Annual New York Re-
gional Suzuki Festival on June 12.
Sponsored by The School for Strings at
the Manhattan School of Music, the
performance of the NJWA students
was arranged by Dr. Ted Schlosberg,
NJWA founder and executive director,

who is an alumnus of The School for
Strings.

The following students, residents of
Union, Essex and Middlesex counties,
showed expertise in Book I: Brandon
Eng, 10; Michael Anand, 6; Charlie
Butrico, 9; Aiden Ahamparam, 8, and
Sabrina Ahamparam, 9.

Hugo Demps,  9, showed proficiency
in Book II, while Evan Pasternak, 7,
showed skill in Book III.

The Annual New York Regional
Suzuki Festival gives students an op-
portunity to display the skills they have
learned by following the methods of
Shinichi Suzuki, the world-renowned
violin pedagogue, who believed that
young children can learn to play an
instrument before they can learn to
read.  In this method, musical ability is
developed first through listening and
imitation, and then through reading as
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Alison Bennett, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Bennett of Westfield,
was named to the Dean’s List at
Northwestern University for the
Spring 2005 quarter, achieving a
minimum 3.75 grade point aver-
age.  Alison, a 2003 graduate of
Westfield High School, is majoring
in Communication Studies.

More Education News
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