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Local Students Graduate
Wardlaw-Hartridge School

PROUD GRADUATES…Matt Dawin of Scotch Plains gives Melissa DuPont
Reyes of South Plainfield a reassuring squeeze of the hand before the commence-
ment activities at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison on June 13. Thirty-
one students were graduated with eight from Scotch Plains and Westfield. At left,
Lexi Correll of Scotch Plains plans to attend Baylor University in the fall.

EDISON — Eight area students
were graduated from the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison on June
13. Among the graduating class of 31
are seven students from Scotch Plains.

John Badalamenti, one of the stu-
dent-selected speakers of commence-
ment, will attend Miami University of
Ohio. Lexi Correll will attend Baylor
University. Matthew Darwin has been
accepted to Susquehanna University.

Ashley Harris, who won the Alumni
Association’s Award, will attend
Brown University.

Chandni Patel will attend New York
Institute of Technology in the fall.

Planning to major in journalism at

Northwestern University, Henry
Rosoff was honored with the Parents’
Association Award, the Wardlaw-
Hartridge Scholar Athlete Award, the
Lewis B. Timberlake Publications Award,
and was inducted into the Quill and Scroll
International Honorary Society for High
School Journalists at Honors Night.

Craig Torpey, who will attend
Lehigh University in September, won
the Patricia West Art Prize, the Pho-
tography Award, the Elaine W. Bart
Science Award, the Computer Award
and the Headmaster’s Cup.

From Westfield, Gregory Weissman
will attend Marshall University in the
fall.

Maskalys of S. Plains Earn
Doctoral Degrees from MIT
SCOTCH PLAINS – Karlene Rosera

Maskaly, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Maskaly of Scotch Plains, and
her husband, Garry Maskaly of Penn-
sylvania, were both awarded doctoral
degrees in materials science and engi-
neering on June 3 at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) gradua-
tion ceremonies in Cambridge, Mass.

Mrs. Maskaly’s doctoral thesis ex-
plored the effects of imperfections in
photonic crystals (materials used in
fiber optics, lasers and other optical

devices, which also occur naturally in
the form of opals) using computer simu-
lation.

Both Karlene and Garry are pursu-
ing post-graduate work in materials
science at Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory in New Mexico.

Mrs. Maskaly is working as part of a
group effort to improve the long-term
stability and efficacy of artificial reti-
nas, which may someday return sight
to people who have lost vision from
conditions such as macular degenera-
tion and retinitis pigmentosa.

She is specifically working on mak-
ing a high-resolution electrode array
that can also conform to the complex
surface of the retina without causing
cell damage.

Mrs. Maskaly is a graduate of St.
Agnes School in Clark. She is also a
graduate of Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy in Watchung.

Beckerman Placed
On Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains resident Sara Beckerman
was placed on the spring 2005
dean’s list at Syracuse University’s
College of Arts and Sciences. She
is a sophomore majoring in com-
munication sciences and disorders.

POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

Jessica Patterson Earns
Bachelor of Arts Degree

WESTFIELD – The College of
William & Mary in Williamsburg, Va.
reported that Westfield resident Jes-
sica Lauren Patterson received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Art History.

Hogarth Graduates
Ohio Wesleyan Univ.
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School graduate Ryan Michael
Hogarth has graduated Ohio
Wesleyan University in Delaware,
Ohio. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Hogarth of Westfield.
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The bickering, the ceaseless mind
games, the curious allegiance to one’s
gender and that unexplainable thing
called love. Such are the primary ele-
ments that conspire to offer a comical
treatise on marriage in Mr. & Mrs.
Smith, director Doug Liman’s smart-
alecky film about two assassins who
wed without making each other privy to
their professions.

Of course, it’s a black comedy, and, in
parts, frighteningly astute. Which is
why those who have never said “I do” at
least once in their lives may be at a loss
to understand this intermittently funny
movie’s subtler points, let alone the near
deranged determination of its princi-
pals to perpetually defy logic.

For instance, at the dinner table in
their suburban 10-room colonial, John
Smith, neatly portrayed by Brad Pitt,
continuously requests that wife Jane
pass the salt. To which Jane, played with
equal portions of whim and vinegar by
Angelina Jolie, always informs that the
salt is directly at the center of the table.

Single folk might not understand why
it’s so important for John to be thus
accommodated, or why Jane is just as
vehement in refusing to oblige. In fact,
most married people would be hard put
to explain it themselves. But whatever it
is that makes otherwise totally sensible
Homo sapiens irrational when they’re
mating, Mr. & Mrs. Smith tries to go it
one better by tossing its vocational
whimsy into the mix.

Sometimes it works. It is most zanily
eloquent when all the derring-do of
spying and counterspying is made to
seem like small potatoes compared to
the ruses and stratagems of matrimony.

As a metaphor, the fireworks that
ensue once John and Jane learn that
each has been assigned to kill the other
have their moments. The already com-
petitive relationship goes into
hyperdrive. You imagine how Carole
Lombard and Cary Grant might have
etched a classic screwball comedy out of
similar doings.

But now, before moving on, it be-
hooves to momentarily address all that
marriage-destroying chemistry between
Angelina and Brad that the tabloids have
been spewing about. Truth is, I haven’t
been up to Jen and Brad’s place in quite
a while. So it’d be difficult to tell you
what really went down. However, there’s
no doubt that Miss Jolie and Mr. Pitt sure
can make the sparks fly on screen.

They prove an excellent team. And
it’s none of my business. But let’s be
realists. Hollywood being what it is,

odds are, the film partnership will out-
live any other association that may
evolve. We can only hope their next
pairing sports a better screenplay.

This one had potential. Early in the
doings, when Jane shimmies down the
side of a skyscraper Catwoman style, we
take it all in good fun. It’s a stretch, but
not without its pizzazz quotient. But
then director Liman, whether hounded
into compliance by the special effects
lobby or simply a victim of fashion, goes
overboard.

Endless shoot-em-ups with unknown
armies of faceless SWAT types who’ve
come to do the job Jane and John haven’t
yet been able to carry out put things in
reverse. What should be the battle be-
tween the sexes begins to grind on like
the Hundred Years War.

Glib, witty and acerbic give way to
noisy, anarchical and violent. Suddenly
the incessant shattering of glass and other
modes of cacophony-creating chaos are a
priority. It’s as if the script loses confi-
dence in itself. What started off intellec-
tually edgy now veers toward the trite
and visually superfluous in search of the
easy laugh and the cheap thrill.

Eventually, the magnetism of the du-
eling double agents can no longer hold
up the increasingly illogical plot. The
viewer tends to be less forgiving of the
multifarious flaws that soon rush to the
surface. We begin to question.

How could they actually live together
for several years without once suspect-
ing what their employers will come to
call a conflict of interest? What compet-
ing agencies do they work for anyway?
They sure kill a lot of people. And how
come Jane’s company is almost entirely
comprised of women? Is it supposed to
be some offshoot of Charlie’s Angels?

So there’s another metaphor at work
here, one certainly not intended. When
things go bad in a film, as with a mar-
riage, intolerance of the little faults begets
larger dissatisfaction. It becomes in-
creasingly difficult to remember the
good times.

OK, so it’s cynical. However, while
film producers can’t bottle love for profit,
they generally know how to capitalize
on chemistry. And as a Tinseltown ty-
coon may have once opined, “Credibil-
ity shmedibility, it’s money that’ll keep
this onscreen marriage together.”

* * * * * * *
Mr. & Mrs. Smith, rated PG-13, is a

20th Century Fox release directed by
Doug Liman and stars Angelina Jolie,
Brad Pitt and Vince Vaughn. Running
time: 120 minutes.

Why not take a trip to Coney Island
for the 23rd Annual Mermaid Parade?
The rain or shine event begins at 2
p.m., and pays homage to Coney
Island’s forgotten Mardi Gras which
lasted from 1903 to 1954. Participants
dress as mermaids, neptunes, and other
sea creatures, marching alongside a wan-
dering lighthouse, Coney Island post
card or amusement ride, antique cars,
marching bands, drill teams, and the
odd yacht pulled on flatbed. Last year’s
winners preside. Celebrities have been
known to show up. There will be a
post-parade celebration with music and
burlesque. For information, visit http:/
/ w w w . c o n e y i s l a n d . c o m /
mermaid_2005.shtml.
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LOCAL GRADUATES…Residents of Westfield graduated Newark Academy
during commencement exercises on June 12. Pictured, left to right, are: Julien
Cobert, Arielle Alter Confino, Daniel Forman and Adam Subhas. Julien will
attend Duke University. He received an International Baccalaureate Diploma and
was a member of the Cum Laude Society. Arielle will attend Washington
University in St. Louis. Daniel will attend George Washington University. Adam,
who will study at Haverford College, received the Carol J. Heaney Biology Book
Award and was a member of the Cum Laude Society.

Send Your A&E News

To: ae@goleader.com

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER…Michael
Whitney, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Whitney of Fanwood, has been
awarded a Colonel Fairleigh Dickinson
Scholarship and will attend Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s College at
Florham campus in Madison this fall.
He is a June 2005 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

County High School Seniors
Awarded by Historical Society

COUNTY – Six outstanding high
school seniors have been presented
framed certificates and a stipend for
their achievements while in high
school from the Union County His-
torical Society.

The recipients included students
who said they studied to achieve
high marks. They include: Alexis
Gonzalez of Benedictine Academy,
and Daniel Osorio of Elizabeth High
School, both in Elizabeth; Maggie
Ebinger of Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights;
Kena Mena of Jonathan Dayton High
School in Springfield; Magenta
Ranero of Union High School and
Jacqueline Burns of Westfield High
School.

Each student spoke briefly in re-
sponse to questions by Michael

Yesenko, chairman of the program.
Chief Lester Sergeant of the Union
County Sheriff’s Office, President,
welcomed the guests and conducted
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Jean-Rae Turner, society secre-
tary, outlined the society’s purpose
to write, collect and preserve local
history, while William Frolich, act-
ing treasurer, assisted.

The awards are presented annu-
ally to students who are selected by
their teachers, guidance counselors
or principals on a countywide basis.

Each February, the names of the
schools are selected, including pub-
lic, parochial and private. The
schools are chosen by the number of
students in each. When the selection
of all schools is complete, the draw-
ings begin again.

The Union County Historical So-
ciety, which sponsors the awards,
includes members from the county.

James Donovan Named
To VMI Dean’s Roster
WESTFIELD – James Donovan,

a rising senior from Westfield, was
named to the dean’s list for the
spring semester of the 2004-2005
academic year at Virginia Mili-
tary Institute in Lexington, Va.
The son of Dr. James Donovan,
James is majoring in biology.
James was also inducted recently
into Psi Omicron chapter of Beta
Beta Beta, the national biology
honor society at VMI.
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KalellisKalellisKalellisKalellisKalellis
world you will have trials and tribula-
tions, but be of good cheer, for I have
overcome the world.” Jesus promises a
life after death that our minds cannot
possibly perceive, but our faith envisions
a new and different life, far and above the
present one.

Leader/Times: Dr. Kalellis could you
briefly tell us about the book of healing?

Dr. Kalellis: It would be difficult to
summarize the “Twenty Secrets for Heal-
ing Thoughts, Feelings and Relationships.”
Readers of this book may find giving
themselves two years of individual psy-
chotherapy. It can be a life companion.

Leader/Times: In a small paragraph,
what would you say is the message?

Dr. Kalellis: My message is based in an
ancient axiom: “Get deeper into yourself
and learn from yourself what you must
do.” Philosophers and teachers of all
time seem to agree that we cannot de-
pend on someone else for our own
wellness. Nobody can give us that inner
feeling of contentment and peace. The
answers lie within our own reach and in
our own endowments.

The book centers on guiding people
in how to guide themselves. It focuses on
practical ways in how to tap into the
powerful emotional and spiritual re-
sources within you.

On behalf of Leader/Times Publisher,
Horace Corbin, thank you Dr. Kalellis for
your time and your helpful contributions
to our town and its neighbors.

Both book are written in easy, flowing
language for the average reader. They are
not meant to be for theologians or psy-
chologists, although, everyone even stu-
dents of religion or psychology may find
them of some benefit. The books are
reasonably priced and can be purchased
at the Town Bookstore or Barnes &
Noble.

Carow, Shorrock Receive
Corporate Scholarships

AREA – C.R. Bard has awarded
Samantha Carow of Scotch Plains a
scholarship for a summer experience
in Australia through Youth For Un-
derstanding USA (YFU-USA) as an
international exchange student.

She will live with a family in Aus-
tralia on the YFU Summer program.
Samantha currently attends Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Panasonic awarded Westfield resi-
dent Daniel Shorrock a scholarship

for a summer experience in Japan
through YFU-USA as an international
exchange student.

Daniel will live with a family in
Japan on the YFU 2005 Summer pro-
gram. He currently attends Westfield
High School.

YFU-USA offers summer, semester
and year exchange programs designed
to prepare young people for their re-
sponsibilities and opportunities in a
changing, inter-dependent world.

Town Unveils Monument
To Dr. Martin Luther King

By SARAH MASEL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield held a ceremony last Sun-
day to celebrate the unveiling of a
monument in memory of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

The granite fixture, which boasts
an inscription honoring the civil rights
leader, is located adjacent to the South
Avenue circle and stands beside the
Town Bank of Westfield.

The afternoon began with St. Luke
African Methodist Episcopal
(A.M.E.) Zion Church’s Reverend
Leon Randall, the president of the
association. The service continued
with the Senior Minister of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield, the Rev-
erend Dr. Darla Dee Turlington, lead-
ing the crowd in a brief prayer re-
garding the morals and dignity repre-
sentative of Dr. King.

The Warriors of God, a choral
group from the Bethel Baptist Church,
then chanted a gospel song to com-
memorate Dr. King. Following this
tribute, Patricia Faggins, the trea-
surer of the association, discussed
not only the purpose of the monu-
ment, but also the history of the orga-
nization. Ms. Faggins’ words brought
to light the monument’s real signifi-
cance, as attendees grasped the
amount of time and effort taken in
order to finally uncover the monu-
ment.

Next, Co-Founder Dr. Miles Aus-
tin, directed the gathering in a litany
of dedication, followed by an unveil-
ing and dedication prayer led by
Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple
Emanu-El. Dorothy Hill of the St.
Luke’s A.M.E. Zion Church also sang
“If I Can Help Somebody,” a per-
sonal favorite of Dr. King, played at
his funeral.

Director of the Afro-American His-
tory Program Giles Wright discussed
an ensuing project planned for the
New Jersey Historical Commission,
which hopes to explore various monu-
ments and dedications for Dr. King
across New Jersey, as well as the docu-
mentation of appearances made by
Dr. King in the state.

Dolores Graves, a longtime member
of the association, expressed the
association’s appreciation to those who
aided in the construction of the fixture.

Donnell Carr, the vice president of
the association, gave some closing
remarks, and Minister James Turpin
of the Bethel Baptist Church led a

benediction.
Mayor Gregory McDermott com-

mented on the monument, saying,
“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a
man who had a big effect on a lot of
people and the timing couldn’t be
better. With all that’s going on in the
world, this monument gives Westfield
optimism.”

Dr. King, it was noted, was once
scheduled to speak at Westfield High
School in February of 1958. Due to
poor health, Dr. King could not make
the trip, but instead wrote a personal
letter to the Baptist Church, which was
also read at the ceremony.

The association was started 18
years ago, nearly 19 years after Dr.
King’s death. Shortly after the asso-
ciation was established, a diverse
assembly of religious and commu-
nity leaders met and planned an in-
terfaith service to commemorate Dr.
King in 1988.

When roughly 300 people showed
up for the ceremony, the association
realized what a strong connection they
were providing for all races, ethnicities
and religions. Along with bringing
the community together, the associa-
tion also sponsored art and essay con-
tests; subsidized student fees at the
Enrichment Center, an SAT prep lo-
cation, distributed scholarships to
African-American students and much
more.

It was not until 2005, however, that
the association decided to dedicate its
next feat to constructing a memorial
in Dr. King’s name. When Judge Wil-
liam Jeremiah thought of celebrating
Dr. King through a fixture in town, it
did not take long until William Shafer
brought this idea to the town council
and the Westfield Foundation. Less
than a year later, and with the help of
countless others, the association’s vi-
sion became a reality.

Reverend Randall said, “This
monument is here to show that
Westfield is still working together to
keep the dream alive. This is a healing
movement and it offers some peace
and calmness to our lives.”

Regardless of its accomplishment,
the association still hopes to expand
the project through the construction of
a small park surrounding the monu-
ment with benches. Members antici-
pate that this will give citizens a chance
to sit and reflect upon the Civil Rights
Movement, Dr. King, and justice and
morality.

“Our vision extends beyond this
monument,” added Mr. Carr.

TEAM SPIRIT...Students from Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains enjoyed
their annual Field Day despite 94-degree weather. Students and faculty participated in
several activities while beating the heat. The day was coordinated by Ray Ciecwisz, one
of the school’s physical education teachers. Pictured, above, fourth graders are cheered
on by their teacher, Pam Cheatham during a spirited game of tug-o-war.
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Arts Foundation will host a free con-
cert, “A Salute to Hollywood” per-
formed by the New Jersey Symphony
Orchestra.

The first of three concerts sponsored
by the foundation, other classical per-
formances will include The New York
Philharmonic on Tuesday, July 18, and
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
with the New York City Opera on
Wednesday, September 28.

All classical events begin at 8 p.m.
and are held at the PNCBank Arts
Center, located at Exit 116 on the
Garden State Parkway in Holmdel.

For tickets, please call the Garden
State Arts Foundation at (732) 442-
9200 or visit www.gsafoundation.org.

NJ

‘COCK-A-DOODLE’ GOOD TIME…Kindergarteners at Evergreen Elementary
School in Scotch Plains spent two weeks caring for and hatching baby chicks. The
project came from a farm in Pennsylvania and was funded by the volunteers efforts
of Debbie Narzone and Verizon. The students turned eggs in the incubator, monitored
the temperature, graphed the days until hatching, predicted which egg would hatch
first and viewed 11 hatchings. After being placed in the brooder, the children fed and
cared for the chicks during the remaining five days of the project, after which the
chicks were returned to the farm. Journals were written to document the experience.....

Scotch Plains Residents
Graduate Boston Univ.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Boston Uni-

versity awarded  degrees to Scotch
Plains residents Diane Mavilla,
M.C.J. in Criminal Justice; Amy
Swenson, M.S.W. in Social Work.


