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Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEDDY TRADITION…Eric Sullivan, left, and Justin Tavares join teddy bear,
“Starry” in a Mountainside public school tradition.

Rich Traditions Flourish
At Deerfield School in MS

By LINDA CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — One of the
things that make a school special is
celebrating traditions and sharing
experiences that uniquely unify the
student body and staff. Beyond the
flag salute, and aside from traditional
holiday parties, in the Mountainside
public school district, there are more
than a few.

Since 1972, elementary students in
grades K through 8 attended the
Deerfield School. Recently, the popu-
lation in Mountainside has risen, ne-
cessitating the reopening of the
Beechwood School, about a mile
away. At Beechwood, the “big kids”
are now the second graders, while the
third through eighth graders remain
at Deerfield.

However, a change of venue sepa-
rating the upper from the lower grades
hasn’t stopped the annual project of
matching up Kindergartners with a
“buddy” from the eighth grade.

The seemingly mismatched duos
participate in the longstanding tradi-
tion of creating together what eventu-
ally resembles a stuffed bear. The
pairs join together in two sessions
coordinated by the home economics
department and the kindergarten in-
structors.

A heartwarming experience all
around, the older students work pa-
tiently with the little ones, showing a
side of themselves rarely noticed in
their adolescent years. When the
project is complete, the event is cel-
ebrated with ceremony and song–and
on “Teddy Bear Day,” one is hard
pressed to tell which is the “real”
softie.

No one knows for sure when the
first birthday card was delivered, but
one thing is certain, at Deerfield
School, they’ve taken on a new form.
On the big day, the celebrant’s locker
is dutifully decorated by best buds in
the wee hours of the morning with
wrapping paper, ribbon, and yes, even
candy. Later in the day, mischievous
boys grab a sweet as they walk by in
between classes, while others tape
notes wishing their pals a really nice
day.

Students don’t limit their friend-
ships to their peers at Deerfield, as
often, favorite teachers’ doors are done
up as well – candy and gum allowed.

Deerfield graduates have a way of
leaving their mark. Walking down the
halls in the Middle School is a little
like walking through a time capsule.
The “kings and queens” of Deerfield
have been leaving remnants of pop
culture behind in graffiti like fashion
on whatever wall space happens to be
free for over a quarter of a century.

Bits and pieces of the past year are
chronicled with poster paint, with
each graduate signing their respec-
tive names on the wall, completing
one of Deerfield’s rites of passage
into high school. Names of bands
from the 1980s with their signature
logos, cartoon characters long for-
gotten, and favorite fast food insig-
nias are hand drawn with amazing
accuracy. Some years, the wall adopts
a theme, as in this year’s creation
“Deerfield-Opoly”.

Does your school have a unique
tradition to share in The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times? If so, please e-mail
edu@goleader.com.

College Woman’s Club
Awards Eight Scholarships
WESTFIELD – During its annual

meeting and scholarship dinner at
Echo Lake Country Club on May
10, the College Woman’s Club
(CWC) of Westfield awarded
$28,000 to eight students.

Scholarship winners are selected
based on their academic achieve-
ment, their financial need and their
community service. Member dues,
donations, memorials and
fundraising events fund the CWC
scholarships.

Organized in 1917, the CWC has
been granting scholarships since
1925.

After dinner, Scholarship Com-
mittee Chairwoman Cynthia Kravec
introduced the recipients. Each
young woman expressed her grati-
tude to the club and spoke about her
plans for the future.

Katelyn Hoens is described by her
guidance counselor as “ a woman
for all seasons.” She took challeng-

ing Advanced Placement (AP) and
honors courses, she was chosen for
the National Honor Society and the
French National Honor Society, she
dedicated her time to the Westfield
High School (WHS) Marching Band
as drill captain, she worked on the
yearbook, and played tenor sax for
the Concert Band.

At St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, Katelyn was a peer minister
and worked on many church projects,
as well. She enjoyed working as a
camp counselor for children with
physical and development al dis-
abilities. She plans to attend The
University of Maryland to major in
mathematics with the expressed goal
of teaching at WHS.

Lindsay Seagull maintained honor
roll status all four years of high
school, and was inducted into the
National Honor Society. She pur-
sued her interest in the fine arts,
literature, the flute and the culinary
arts. Since childhood, Lindsay has
been interested in a career in the
food industry. She worked part-time
at local restaurants, and was a val-
ued employee in the kitchen at Chez
Catherine.

Lindsay will attend The Culinary
Institute of America in Hyde Park,
N.Y., pursuing a four-year bachelor’s
degree in baking and pastry arts man-
agement.

Leah Di Matteo has taken honors
and AP courses in every subject area.
She has been on the honor roll every
marking period in high school and is
a member of the National Honor
Society. Her interests include field
hockey, basketball, track and play-
ing the double bass in the WHS
Chamber Orchestra. She is a mem-
ber of several high school clubs and
is president of the Junior Optimist
Club. She has worked as a dog
walker, a babysitter and as a camp
counselor. She is also an assistant at
a local law office.

Leah has been accepted at the Uni-
versity of Delaware where she in-
tends to major in English and even-
tually study abroad.

Allison Feldman is a member of
the National Honor Society and the
French National Honor Society. She
writes for WHS’s award-winning
weekly newspaper, Hi’s Eye, serv-
ing as the graphics editor. She plays
for the field hockey team and runs
spring track. Her community in-
volvement includes the senior youth
group at Temple Emanu-El, volun-
teering at Children’s Specialized
Hospital, at a soup kitchen, and at
cancer fundraiser events.

Allison worked summers at Camp
Harmony and as an assistant physi-
cal therapist for an orthopedic medi-
cal center. Her artistic talent has
resulted in her artwork being fea-
tured in the Westfield Public School

District Art Show for the past three
years. She will attend The Univer-
sity of Michigan in the fall, major-
ing in communications.

She would like to write for a
woman’s magazine, or pursue a ca-
reer in advertising.

Michelle Kuppersmith’s language
skills won her awards at the William
Paterson University Foreign Lan-
guage Poetry Contest, and a very
high score on the National German
Exam. She has taken an active role
in the WHS Young Democrats, the
WHS Youth in Government Club,
and the Westfield Y Leaders Club,
where she was named Youth Volun-
teer of the Year for 2003 by both the
local and the state YMCAs.

Michelle is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and was named
National Hispanic Merit Scholar. She
was awarded the Edward Bloustein
Distinguished Scholar award. She
was features editor for Hi’s Eye, and

wrote for The Westfield Leader in
“The Student View” column.

She will major in political science
and German at Brown University in
the fall.

Suzanne Merkelson will attend
Colby College this fall as an environ-
mental science major. As chairper-
son of Project Green, the high school
environmental club, she organized
Earth Day activities and a school-
wide recycling program. She is a
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety, the French National Honor Soci-
ety, and was named a National Merit
Scholarship Commended Student.

Suzanne was an editor of the Arts
and Entertainment Page of Hi’s Eye,
and participated in the WHS cross
country and track and field teams.
She also participated in the youth
group of Temple Emanu-El as an
officer and peer leader. Suzanne
spent last summer on a service expe-
dition to the southwest, which in-
cluded volunteering on a Hopi In-
dian reservation in Arizona.

Although English is her second
language, Lisa Zhang scored a per-
fect 800 on the verbal portion of her
SAT. She received a National Merit
Commendation as well as the Ed-
ward Bloustein Distinguished
Scholar award and the AP Scholar
award. She is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society.

Lisa earned varsity letters in swim-
ming and competed in the State and
Junior Olympic Championships. She
has been principal violinist for the
WHS Symphony Orchestra. She has
also been a volunteer at Children’s
Specialized Hospital.

She plans to attend Cornell Uni-
versity in Ithaca, N.Y., where she
will major in biology.

Jacqueline DeLaFuente has
achieved excellence in one of the
most demanding academic programs
offered at WHS. She is a member of
the National Honor Society and is a
National Hispanic Merit Scholar. Her
swimming skills helped the WHS
swim team win the Union County
Championship for the past four years,
and advance to the state finals.

She was able to compete and train
at the Colorado Springs Olympic
Training Center, and earned the
honor of being named a U.S. Swim-
ming Scholastic All-American, the
first at WHS to receive this honor.
She also writes for Hi’s Eye and
serves as a peer minister at St.
Helen’s.

This fall, Jackie will major in En-
glish or psychology at Amherst Col-
lege, where she plans to join the
college swim team.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT...The winners of the College Woman’s Club
(CWC) scholarships include, pictured, left to right: top row, Allison Feldman,
Michelle Kuppersmith, CWC President Carolyn Daurio, Suzanne Merkelson,
Katelyn Hoens, Lyndsay Seagull; bottom row, Lisa Zhang, Leah Di Matteo and
Jacqueline De La Fuente.

WESTFIELD GRADUATES…Morgan Scully, left, and Shea MacDonald, both
Westfield residents, graduated Kent Place School in Summit on June 4.

WF Residents Graduate
From Kent Place School

WESTFIELD – On June 4, the
Class of 2005 graduated at the 111th
Kent Place School Commencement.
Among the 68 members of the gradu-
ating class are Westfield residents
Morgan Scully and Shea MacDonald.

Shea won the Pat Conley Varsity
Athletic Award during commence-
ment for outstanding athletic ability
and unwavering sportsmanship. She
played filed hockey and lacrosse, and
served as captain for both teams dur-
ing her senior year.

Shea also played the flute and was
president of Ensemble at Kent Place.

She graduated with departmental

honors in music and received per-
forming arts recognition during Class
Night.

Morgan graduated cum laude with
departmental honors in English, Latin,
mathematics, music and science. A Na-
tional Commended and Edward J.
Bloustein Scholar, she won numerous
awards during Class Night, including the
Jane Patterson Science Award and the
Outstanding Student of Classics Award
from the New Jersey Classical League.

She was editor of the school news-
paper, vice president of Junior States-
men of America, and participated in
several choral groups.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Special Scholars Awards
Granted to Area Pupils

WESTFIELD – Emilie Cobert,
Daniel Egan and Sherry Wells Hines,
all  of Westfield graduated from New
York University’s College of Arts
and Science as Founders Day Honors
Scholars. They accumulated a 3.5
grade point average or higher.

Remarkable Art EducationRemarkable Art EducationRemarkable Art EducationRemarkable Art Education    

Abrakadoodle
®
, the popular art education program 

is now available in your area!  Kids explore, create, 
and learn in action-packed classes filled with color, 
texture, shape and fun.  Our classes are carefully 

crafted to promote creativity and imaginative 
thinking.  In Abrakadoodle, children learn about and 

through art...all while having a blast! 

Don’t miss out!  Summer  
Classes start June 27!  Limited 

space is available. 
 

For Information: 

908-232-4055 
lgoldenberg@abrakadoodle.com 

 
Please visit our website: 

www.abrakadoodle.com 

 We also do: 
• Birthday Parties 
• Fundraisers 
• Corporate Events 

all-natural foods     gourmet treats     unique toys
collars & leads     apparel & accessories     gifts for pet lovers

supplements     holistic remedies     aromatherapy

10%
OFF

with this ad
offer not valid on food
Expires 6/30/05

Wyckoff Graduates
Lynchburg College
WESTFIELD – Taryn Samantha

Wyckoff, the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Douglas Wyckoff of Westfield,
recently graduated from Lynchburg
College in Lynchburg, Va. She re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Sports Management.

Pediatric Advantage
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

Summer Handwriting

Fine Motor Club

July & August

All Groups are led by Occupational Therapists

REGISTER NOW!
908-654-4252

414 Westfield Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

THE FINANCIAL SEMINAR FOR

SERIOUS WOMEN INVESTORS

Hosted By:

When:

Where:

Stewart A. Ritter
Senior Vice President-Investments

Wednesday, June 29th, 2005
at 7:00 p.m.

The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, NJ 07027

Admission is free but space is limited.

For tickets please call Rosie DeSimone

at (908)-789-7827 or (800)-265-5736

THE BIGGEST MISTAKES

WOMEN INVESTORS MAKE

AND HOW TO IDENTIFY THEM

WACHOVIA SECURITIES, LLC
Wachovia Securities, LLC member NYSE & SIPC

More Education
on Pages 19 & 20


