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Cheri Rogowsky for The Times
SAVING LIVES…Relay For Life, sponsored by the Student Movement Against
Cancer (SMAC) at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, raised over $100,000
earlier this month, which was donated to the American Cancer Society. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Lorena Zamerelli, a Westfield High School student; Paul
Kobliska, a teacher from Park Middle School; Jeanette Baubles, Principal of Terrill
Middle School; Michelle Tobier, of Organized Club Pals from Terrill School, and
Megan Dyckman of Fanwood, a student at Union Catholic High School.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
IN THE SWING OF THINGS… Scotch Plains residents enjoy the smooth sounds of The Nostalgia Big Swing Band in front
of the Scotch Plains Music Center. The band played the sounds of Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, Harry James,
Count Basie, Benny Goodman and the great bands of the 1930s and 1940s.

Township Zoning Bd. Turns Down
Route 22 Gulf Gas Station Plan

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

In the face of widespread opposi-
tion from neighborhood residents, the
Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Ad-
justment last week rejected an appli-
cation for the expansion of a Route 22
gasoline station.

The board’s 7-0 vote was met with
loud applause from the dozens of
neighborhood residents attending the
more than three-hour meeting.

Cumberland Farms, the owner of
the Gulf gasoline station between
Route 22 and Mountain Avenue,
sought to expand the facility by add-
ing four additional gas pumps to the
existing two pumps, covering the
pumping area with a canopy and re-
placing three underground gas stor-
age tanks with three new ones that
will provide expanded capacity and
lessen the frequency of deliveries.

Earlier this month, at the board’s
first extensive hearing on the applica-
tion, several residents living near the
gas station voiced concerns about the
present condition of the property, say-
ing that an excessive number of cars
awaiting servicing are parked not only
on the site but also on Mountain Av-
enue.

At last Thursday’s special meet-
ing, attended by more than 50

homeowners, 22 residents spoke out
in opposition to the expansion plans,
citing a number of reasons including
a lack of faith that Cumberland Farms
would follow through on its promises
to clean up the site, concerns about
the effect of a more expansive gas
station on property values, an increase
in vehicular traffic in the area, the fact
that the property is located in a resi-
dential zone and the feeling that an
expanded station would offer no posi-
tive benefits for Scotch Plains.

James Flynn, an attorney repre-
senting one of the residents, criti-
cized Cumberland Farms for opting
not to ask the state Department of
Transportation for permission to close
off all access to the gas station from
Mountain Avenue. Opponents of the
application said restricting access to
Route 22 would have been beneficial
to a neighborhood that stretches be-
yond Mountain Avenue to Roberts
Lane, Rolling Knolls Road,
Fawnridge Drive, Gary Court and
Archer Lane.

When Mr. Flynn called the Gulf
station “a bad neighbor,” Gary
Rosensweig, an attorney represent-
ing Cumberland Farms, objected to
the characterization, saying that the
station had never been the subject of
any local violations or complaints.

Mike Beach, a Cumberland Farms
representatives who oversees the gas
station, said he would ensure that the
station no longer sold used cars from
its lot and that the site in general
would be cleaned up.

After residents spent more than
two hours offering their input, board
members appeared skeptical about
the application, with Chairman James
Fawcett noting that in the past, other
commercial businesses along Route
22 seeking to expand had engaged in
a dialogue with neighborhood resi-
dents during the application process.

“This application hasn’t proceeded
that way,” he said. He called the scope
of the application “a little out of line,”
asking how the station would ad-
equately and safely park the more
than 20 cars now at the site when the
site plans called for only 12 parking
spaces.

Board member James Pate agreed,
saying, “The plan exceeds the capa-
bility of the site.”

Ken Anderson and Chris Abeel both
questioned why the property had not
been cleaned up prior to the filing of
the application.

“The negatives clearly outweigh
the positives,” Mr. Abeel said.

 Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
REJECTION…The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment rejected an
application for the expansion of the Gulf gasoline station between Route 22 and
Mountain Avenue.

Fanwood DPW Director Ray Manfra
To Retire After 43 Years of Service

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD — After 43 years of
commanding the helm of Fanwood’s
Public Works Department (DPW),
Ray Manfra will be passing the baton
to another director. As of July 1, Mr.
Manfra will be stepping down and
Clinton Dicksen will take over as
Director of Public Works.

However, Mr. Manfra’s expertise
and extensive knowledge of the bor-
ough will not be lost. He will be
retained by the borough on a consult-

ing basis to co-direct the department
alongside Mr. Dicksen for one year.

Mr. Dicksen, who comes to the
borough with a strong background in
public works, said that he is very
pleased that the borough decided to
retain Mr. Manfra to ease the transi-
tion.

Mr. Dicksen was previously Public
Works Superintendent in Garwood
for a year and a half and, prior to that,
he was a Project Engineer with the
Engineering Department in Princeton
Township. He implemented a $5 mil-
lion road reconstruction project dur-
ing his six years with Princeton. He
told The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he is very excited about
meeting the challenge of maintaining
the quality of service provided by the
DPW under Mr. Manfra.

He equated Fanwood with
Princeton, saying, “They are both
pristine communities and I look for-
ward to maintaining and improving
on that quality of excellence in
Fanwood.”

Several new projects are in the
works, which the department will be
carrying out, Mr. Dicksen said. Sev-
eral roads will be redone and some
will be resurfaced. The tennis courts
at LaGrande Park will also be refur-
bished and the ball fields at Forest
Road and LaGrande will be irrigated.
Renovations to add a kitchen to the
Forest Road building will be going
out to bid at the end of June, Mr.
Manfra added.

Mr. Dicksen said he is looking for-
ward to meeting the residents of
Fanwood as he carries out his duties,
and hopes to implement a strong com-
munication between the department
and borough residents. Mr. Dicksen

and his wife, Denise, live in
Changewater and are expecting their
first child.

Mr. Manfra told the newspaper that
the borough council budgeted to re-
tain him as a consultant for a total of
40 hours for the next six months and
40 hours for another six months next
year. He will be paid on an hourly
basis as needed by the department.

He said that he would also continue
to teach DPW certification classes
and work with shared services for the
borough.

Mr. Manfra said he would miss
working with all of the residents and
staff of the DPW. He said he greatly
appreciates all of the cooperation he
received from the borough council
and all of the department’s employ-
ees over the years. He credits every-
one in the department with being able
to accomplish the quality of service
he was able to provide in the borough.

In 43 years, Mr. Manfra said he has
witnessed the field of public works
gain much respect and recognition.
He said that 40 years ago, public
works did not have a good reputation.
However, now public works employ-
ees are required to be certified and
licensed, with a tremendous amount
of training and class hours to become
qualified. Mr. Manfra was one of the
co-founders of the state’s Public
Works Association.

On his semi-retirement, Mr. Manfra
said, “I will miss the camaraderie the
most.” He said that he is confident
that the borough’s DPW is in capable
hands.

In addition to improving his golf
swing, Mr. Manfra said he hopes to
be able to spend more time with his
six grandchildren.

SP Officials Await Decision
On Ashbrook Deer Plan

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Three
months after state officials decided
not to consider a deer management
permit application from Scotch
Plains, township officials are hop-
ing to hear from Trenton soon about
implementing such a program in
the Ashbrook Reservation.

At the township council’s con-
ference meeting on Tuesday
evening, members discussed a re-
port from Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins describing his June 6
tour of the reservation with Dan
Bernier of the Union County Parks,
Recreation and Facilities Depart-
ment and three officials from the
state Fish and Game Division of
the Department of Environmental
Protection.

“One thing that jumped out at
the state officials that was quite
visible to them pertained to shrubs,
bushes and some types of trees that
had been ravenously attacked by
the deer population,” Mr. Atkins’
report stated. Scotch Plains offi-
cials are asking the state to recon-
sider the township’s deer control
application.

Local officials had expected a
deer hunt to take place in the
Ashbrook Reservation earlier this
year as part of an effort to reduce
the burgeoning deer population
there, but state officials wanted a
more thorough review of Scotch
Plains’ application and wanted to
consider whether the deer herd in
the reservation could be reduced
by hunters instead of a formal con-
trol program.

In other business, Township At-
torney Douglas Hansen, acting as
township manager in Mr. Atkins’
absence, reported that the bulky
waste cleanup has been “going
smoothly” in the first two weeks of
the modified program. This year is
the first that residents wishing to
dispose of large household items
had to purchase a permit, and coun-
cil members on Tuesday night said
they had not received any com-
plaints from residents about the
program, which is about halfway
completed.

At next Tuesday’s regular meet-
ing, the council is expected to ex-
tend the township’s lease at
Jerseyland Park Community Center
until the end of the year to enable
Scotch Plains and Westfield to store
leaves there this fall as part of the
two towns’ leaf pick-up programs.

The council is also expected to
pass a resolution next week calling
for state legislation to impose lim-
its on annual state budget increases
similar to the caps currently man-
dated for municipal governments
and school districts.

David Riggs for The Times
BUSINESS BARBECUE…Business professionals in Fanwood enjoy the oppor-
tunity to meet with their peers on Tuesday night at the First Annual Picnic at the
Park hosted by the Fanwood Business and Professional Association. The picnic
was held at LaGrande Park, located on LaGrande Avenue.

BROWNIE OUTING…On June 17, Brownie Troop No. 829 from McGinn
Elementary School in Scotch Plains visited the Fanwood Nature Center. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Top row, Ayanna Casterlow, Caitlyn Dayton, Karly
Abraham and Emma Jaczko, and bottom row, Caroline Cooke, Sarah Ianaccone,
Julia Napolitano and Elise Mann. Scout leaders joining the group were Lorri
Cooke, Dina Abraham, Sharon Mann and Michele Dayton.
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Andrew Skibitsky Takes Over
As Acting Westfield Mayor

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — Mayor Greg
McDermott resigned this Tuesday,
after close to eight years as a Westfield
public servant. Mayor McDermott
ended his tenure prematurely and is
moving to Bernardsville, necessitat-
ing his resignation prior to the end of
his term on December 31, 2005.

Following the mayor’s resignation
and farewell speech, under the direc-
tion of acting Mayor and Second Ward
Councilman Rafael Betancourt, the
council elected Third Ward Council-
man Andrew Skibitsky as interim
mayor. Upon his resignation, former
Mayor McDermott stepped off the
dais and sat with his wife, Andrea,
and four children seated in the audi-
ence.

“I want to thank my wife Andrea as
much as any part of the town or mem-
ber of the staff. My love and admira-
tion for you are endless,” Mayor
McDermott said. “To my four chil-
dren, thanks for keeping up your end
of the bargain. I know you are in the
eye of the public, and you made us
proud.”

“All of us have dreams. I am one of
the fortunate people to fulfill the
dream. And it is the powerful sense of
honor I still feel from when I first
came on here. I’ve been blessed to
have the chance and challenge to do
what only 31 other mayors before me
have done. Luckily, they left the park-
ing deck situation for me to handle,”
the former mayor joked.

A supporter of the failed parking
deck plan, Fourth Ward Councilman
Larry Goldman, in a sign of biparti-

sanship, admitted to “knocking heads
on a few issues” with the former
mayor, “but we always walked out of
here as friends and looked beside it.”
Speaking on election night Novem-
ber 2004 when the two were support-
ive of the defeated parking deck pro-
posal, Councilman Goldman said,
“We almost became kindred spirits.”

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse, who wiped away tears as
he finished his speech, said he was
“blessed to know” the former mayor.
“I wouldn’t be on the dais if it wasn’t
for you. You’re a great mentor. Your
personality and determination are in-
fectious. Hold your head high, Mr.
Mayor.”

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt acknowledged the grow-
ing resentment that manifested last
year concerning the proposed park-
ing deck.

“We witnessed a lot of rancor. There
were times when I said- ‘Do I want to
do this?’ And the reason I stood by
was because of Greg (McDermott)
and his positivism. Sometimes, with
his show of patience and dedication
in the face of these issues, I thought,
‘this guy’s not from New Jersey.’”

After taking the oath, interim Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, joined by his wife,
Debbie, and four children Drew,
Hope, Shane and Troy, read a resolu-
tion honoring Mayor McDermott’s
service and presented him with a com-
memorative bowl and stand.

Mayor Skibitsky thanked the coun-
cil for having faith in him and giving
their unanimous support. Mayor
Skibitsky said he wants the town to


