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IDENTITY WANTED…Westfield police are seeking information on the iden-
tity of any of the above individuals filmed on videotape last Friday evening in
Westfield at Mindowaskin Park at 8:30 p.m. committing damage to the gazebo.
The group arrived at the park about an hour before kicking and damaging the
columns. They played frisbee for quite a while and returned to the gazebo where
one of the males, without a shirt, karate kicked the columns. They had a black
frisbee and some were using cell phones. They left the park on foot heading
toward the Mountain Avenue exit. Anyone with any information on the above
individuals is requested to call the Westfield Police main desk at (908) 789-4000,
option 0.
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DWC Announces Summer

Event Schedule in Westfield

WF Foundation Chooses
Trustees at Annual Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) will
sponsor a number of events this sum-
mer in downtown Westfield.

The ninth annual “Sweet Sounds
Downtown” Jazz Festival will be held
every Tuesday night from 7 to 9 p.m.
starting on July 5 and ending on Au-
gust 30.

Four different groups will be per-
forming each night on sidewalks and
street corners. In the event of rain, the
performances will move to the follow-
ing Wednesday at the same time.

The fourth annual Downtown
Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza
will take place on Wednesday, July 27,
at 7 p.m. The event will feature live
music by Michael Craig Band, along
with t-shirts to the first 1,500 entrants,
embroidered caps to the first 600 en-
trants, pizza, beverages and desserts.

The Downtown Harry Potter Scav-
enger Hunt will take place from Fri-
day, July 1 to Saturday, July 16, in
celebration of the new release of
“Harry Potter and the Half Blood

Prince.” Participants can pick up the
scavenger hunt forms at the Town
Book Store. After they are completed,
participants can enter to win free
prizes donated by downtown mer-
chants. The book will be available for
sale at midnight on July 16 at the
Town Book Store.

The summer Sidewalk Sales will
take place from Thursday, July 14,
until Sunday, July 17.

During the PGA Golf Champion-
ship at the Baltusrol Golf Club in
Springfield from Monday, August 8,
until Sunday, August 14, the DWC
will sponsor the 19 Holes of Westfield
featuring performances at the “Sweet
Sounds Downtown” Jazz Festival on
Tuesday, August 9, a 1950’s-themed
Car Show and Sock Hop at the North
Avenue Train Station on Wednesday,
August 10, and Sales on the Green
throughout downtown on Thursday,
August 11.

For further information visit
www.WestfieldToday.com or contact
the DWC at (908) 789-9444.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Foundation honored two retiring trust-
ees and welcomed two new ones at its
annual meeting on May 10. Founda-
tion President Gail Cassidy and trustee
Mitzi Federici received thanks for
their service on the board.

During her six-year tenure, Mrs.
Cassidy chaired the Grants Commit-
tee and served as vice-president and,
for the past two years, president.

Mrs. Federici was recognized for
an extraordinary term of service: she
began by filling the unexpired term of
a trustee who had relocated, and then
went on to serve two regular three-
year terms, serving as a member of
the Grants and Scholarship Commit-
tees and chairing Public Relations.

New trustees joining the board are
John O’Leary and Mary Ruotolo. Mr.
O’Leary is a ten-year resident of
Westfield and is the Managing Direc-
tor of Wachovia Securities LLC in
Mountainside. He and his wife Karen
have three children in the Westfield
school system. He has been a com-
missioner with the Westfield Recre-
ation Commission, a board member
of the Westfield Basketball Associa-
tion and a lacrosse and basketball
coach.

Mrs. Ruotolo, the development di-
rector for the Garden State Arts Foun-
dation, is also a long-time resident of
Westfield. Her three children attended
Westfield schools. Mrs. Ruotolo
served for several years as a Union
County Freeholder. Mrs. Ruotolo is
member of the Capital Campaign
Committee for the Center for Hope
Hospice.

This is the 30th-anniversary year
for the Westfield Foundation. Cre-
ated in 1975 by a group of area busi-
nessmen with an original stake of just
$5,000, the foundation parlayed its
investment into several million dol-
lars, which the founders intended to
benefit civic organizations and citi-
zens of the Westfield community.

The foundation holds an annual
public meeting in May each year to
showcase the results of its philan-
thropy. Over the past 12 months, it
dispensed over $200,000 in grants to
30 area organizations.

Three organizations spoke at the
meeting about how the grants last
year benefited their activities. Al Hein,
a trustee of Prevention Links, talked
about the organization’s efforts to
prevent alcohol and drug abuse. She
noted education efforts with children
about the dangers of tobacco use.

Mrs. Kassoundra Clemons, a staff
educator, introduced the Prehistoric
Pals puppets that populate the el-
ementary school program, helping
young children channel aggressive
behavior to prevent bullying.

Mrs. Nancy Otchy, of Mobile Meals
of Westfield, spoke about how the
new oven and range helped them pro-
vide healthy meals to senior citizens
and shut-ins throughout the area.

Mrs. Andrea Spencer of the YWCA
of Eastern Union County detailed
plans for its new transitional housing
program for battered women; the
foundation provided funds to furnish
a three-bedroom apartment in the new
facility.

Area residents interested in learn-
ing more about the activities of the
Westfield Foundation should call
Executive Director Betsy Chance for
more information at (908) 233-9787.

A STRONG FOUNDATION…Incoming Westfield Foundation Trustees John
O’Leary and Mary Ruotolo joined the board at the May 10 Annual meeting.

It’s all on the ‘Net at
goleader.com


