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Mr. Schluter maintains his position
that adding the spending issue will get
this bill unnecessarily bogged down in
bipartisan debate.

“There’s no reason why a Constitu-
tional Convention must include (discuss-
ing) spending. It’s a red herring designed
to derail the bill,” Senator Schluter said.

He added that the bill now has a
sustainability clause, which puts discus-
sion of an alternative tax on the table and
puts a cap on future spending.

“The sustainability clause will force
municipalities to find other sources of
funding and cut waste,” Senator Schluter
said.

Jon Moran, president of the New Jer-
sey League of Municipalities, agreed that
adding spending to the bill “opens up a
Pandora’s Box that could get it bogged
down in Trenton.”

Former Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe,
also a panelist in last week’s discussion
on property tax reform, said that the
time has come for a Constitutional Con-
vention with or without a spending
clause. He said that it is unfortunate that
this bill does not address spending be-
cause there is tremendous waste and
excesses in government that should be
looked at.

“The system we have is totally broke,”
Mr. Boothe said. “A Constitutional Con-
vention will bring the process out where
the people can see it.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(Westfield, R-21), also a participant in
the panel discussion, told The Leader in a
follow-up interview that spending must
be considered along with any bill that
talks about property tax reform. Assem-
blyman Bramnick voted against the bill
when it was before the Assembly.

“It is not fair to switch the tax burden to
another group without saying where the
money is going to come from,” he told
The Leader.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(Fanwood, D-22) who was also a partici-
pant in last week’s panel discussion, said
in a follow-up interview, “It’s ridiculous
to say that you can talk about property tax
without talking about spending. We’re
talking about the way we fund services
with property tax. That is a discussion
about how we spend it. To pretend it isn’t,
is just rhetoric. It’s just a way for those
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Codey Not Moving on Bill As
Property Tax Issue Heats Up

opposed to the plan to derail it.”
On the other hand, Assemblywoman

Stender agreed with Senator Schluter,
stating, “Funding for specific expenses
and programs should not be tacked on to
the bill or it will get stalled.” She said,
“Whether we hold a Constitutional Con-
vention or a Special Session (of the Leg-
islature), there will be some people for it
and some against it, depending on how it
hits them financially.”

Mr. Thannikary said the legislature
created wasteful spending excesses and
they should be the ones to correct their
own spending issues.

“There’s nothing stopping the legis-
lature from looking at spending now.
They’re putting this on the backs of the
public,” Mr. Thannikary said. “The
public is angry,” Mr. Thannikay re-
marked. “It is outrageous. The whole
system of property tax is corrupt and
immoral.”

Senator Schluter, Mr. Boothe and Mr.
Thannikary all agreed that a Constitu-
tional Convention does not necessarily
have to re-assign money away from afflu-
ent districts. It could consider many meth-
ods of redistributing funds for schools
and local services, while maintaining re-
gional or local control, Mr. Thannikary
said.

Senator Schluter said that the legis-
lators will not vote this issue up or
down because they would have to
specify cuts which would threaten their
re-elections.

“The legislators are in the pockets of
special interest groups. They don’t have
the intestinal fortitude to resolve this is-
sue,” Mr. Thannikary remarked.

The sponsors of the rally are asking
that taxpayers in favor of holding a Con-
stitutional Convention come to Trenton
today, June 16, to show their support to
persuade acting Governor Codey to post
the legislation for a vote. Mr. Thannikary
also asked taxpayers to visit his
organization’s web site at
www.Citizens4PropertyTaxReform.org,
which contains articles both for and against
the bill.

Inspired by his high school’s head bas-
ketball coach, Mr. Carey focused on edu-
cation, and found his way to Edison Inter-
mediate School, where he taught physical
education and gained experience work-
ing in an intermediate school.

“I have a love of middle school kids,”
said Mr. Carey. “The impulsivity and spon-
taneity keep me alive, and the kids are so
resilient as they deal with adversity and
bounce back. Watching a child find his
identity through middle school is like watch-
ing a flower open up.”

Mr. Carey has his work cut out for him.
Last September, RIS was named a Blue
Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of
Education. The school’s student body is at
730 students and the number has been
steadily growing.

Mr. Carey plans to implement extensive
mentoring programs for both students and
faculty members, encouraging cooperation
between older and younger students, as
well as between veteran and less experi-
enced teachers.

“Every student and every teacher should feel
connected, part of the community,” he said.

“Our main focus continues to be aca-
demics,” said Mr. Carey. “The town wants
everything for its children. I’m committed
to make sure (RIS) does the best it can with
the money it is given, working closely with
parents to provide a first-class education.”

The search for a permanent principal at
RIS began last March with 50 applicants
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BOE Names Stewart Carey
Principal of Roosevelt School

and 11 initial candidates, according to BOE
President Anne Riegel. Three candidates
were brought before an advisory committee
made up of parents, teachers and a board
member. Two final candidates were inter-
viewed by the BOE the last week of May
before the final decision was made.

“We were looking for someone with ex-
perience in school administration,” said Ms.
Riegel. “We looked for knowledge of or
experience in curriculum and instruction,
supervision of staff, student expectations,
administrative skills and interpersonal skills.”

The position was previously held by Dr.
Ken Shulack, who left RIS after the 2003-
2004 school year to become Director of Hu-
man Resources for Summit Public Schools.

In a press release from the BOE, Westfield
Superintendent of Schools Dr. William
Foley said, “(Mr. Carey) demonstrated his
superiority as a candidate both as the acting
principal at Roosevelt, as well as in his clear
vision of how he can make Roosevelt even
a better school.”

The Principal’s Search Committee in-
cluded Dr. Foley; Assistant Superintendent
of Human Resources Margaret Dolan; BOE
member Beth Cassie; Foreign Language
Supervisor Bob Roth; teachers Kira Brady,
Brice Freeman and Lynne  Gerber; and
parents Cindy Gallagher, Deirdre Gelinne
and Gloria Russo.

On his experience as a teacher and admin-
istrator, Mr. Carey said, “If I had to do it over
again, I would do it the exact same way.”

Elderly Couple Found Dead
In Apparent Murder-Suicide

FANWOOD — The bodies of a hus-
band and wife who lived a quiet life in
a quiet neighborhood in Fanwood were
discovered in what authorities described
Tuesday as an apparent murder-sui-
cide.

Union County Prosecutor Theodore
J. Romankow said officers responding
to a 911 call from a family friend at
around 5:20 p.m. Monday discovered
Carolyn Sweeney, 76, sitting in a re-
cliner in the family room of a well-kept
split level house on Coriell Avenue
several blocks off Terrill Road with a
single gunshot wound to her head and
her husband, Thomas Sweeney, 81, ly-
ing nearby on a hospital bed with an
apparent self-inflicted gunshot wound
to his head.

“This is a sad, tragic ending to two
lives and our investigation has turned
up evidence that a well-liked couple
who were devoted to each other are
gone from our community,” said
Fanwood Police Chief Donald
Domanoski, who said Fanwood Patrol
Officer Robert Sanchez and his partner,
Philip Ugone, spotted the bodies and a
.38 caliber handgun with two spent shells
inside nearby.

Authorities declined to disclose the
contents of a note found at the scene but
an investigation by Fanwoood Detec-
tive Lieutenant Richard Trigo and Cap-
tain Edward White determined that the
wife had been suffering from severe
health problems over the last year in-
cluding diabetes, a total hip replace-
ment surgery about six months ago and
more recently a blood disorder and se-

vere arthritis.
“It is beyond my comprehension to

understand how anyone under these
circumstances could take the life of
someone he purports to love,” Mr.
Romankow said. “He obviously needed
help and didn’t get it.”

Mr. Thomas, who had worked as an
executive in a cosmetics company up
until the 1990’s, took his wife to church
frequently and helped her get around
using a wheelchair and a walker. Those
close to him noticed he had been de-
pressed over the loss of a lifetime friend.

“Family members, including a daugh-
ter who lives in Scotch Plains, said the
couple had lived in the same house for
many years, kept to themselves and
were well-liked in the neighborhood,”
said Chief Domanoski, who said police
were told the husband was an avid
fisherman, took care of his lawn and
garden, and was extremely attentive to
the needs of his wife.

An autopsy is in the process of being
completed this afternoon at the office
of the State Medical Examiner and Uni-
versity of Medicine and Dentistry Hos-
pital in Newark, Mr. Romankow said.

The investigative team handling the
murder, the first in the mile-square
borough in more than 25 years, in-
cluded Detective Sergeant Carl Riley
of the Prosecutor’s Office Homicide
Unit and Sheriff’s Officers Frank Coon
and Lauren Sakala of the Forensics
Unit.

Mr. Sweeney had been arrested and
charged with shoplifting in the borough
on May 6.

Most of the city was barren, but some
people remained in Fallujah until humani-
tarian aid came.

“My unit went in to get the civilians out,”
said Mr. Cuoco. “We evacuated people and
secured the city often to our own detriment.
Once the people were out, we organized
locals to pick up bodies for last rites. We
were very religiously and culturally sensi-
tive to the situation.”

Laurie also comes from a military family
and joined the Naval Reserve in 1997. Her
family served in the Vietnam War and
World War II.

Mrs. Cuoco began her tour of duty in
Kuwait in March of 2003 with the Fourth
Medical Battalion. Shortly after, she was
returned to the United States but was still on
active duty, this time in California. She was
re-deployed last July to Fallujah with the
Sixth Motor Transport Marine Unit of Red
Bank. Her unit gave medical support for
close to 90 convoys.

Even though Mrs. Cuoco and her hus-
band were both in Fallujah at the same time,
their bases were on opposite sides of the city
and they did not see each other often.

“At first, we didn’t know we were both in
Fallujah until we ran into each other on his
base,” Mrs. Cuoco said. “Overall, we did
not have much contact as we only met four
times and three were by chance.”

It was also very hard for them to stay in

contact because the communications be-
tween the bases got cut off during the Battle
for Fallujah and took a while to repair.

Upon returning home this year, both Mr.
and Mrs. Cuoco had strong words regarding
the war in Iraq and much of the cynicism
surrounding it.

“American soldiers are eliminating an
extreme threat, while establishing a posi-
tive democratic government,” Mr. Cuoco.

“Many of those fighting are 19 and 20
year old kids, making judgment calls in a
highly complicated situation,” Mrs. Cuoco
added. “For the most part, they make very
good decisions and they don’t get enough
credit back home.”

Mr. Cuoco also said that these judgment
calls could affect the entire Iraq campaign,
either for better or worse. When a young
soldier, who has made all the right moves
prior to making one mistake, makes a poor
decision, he or she becomes the scapegoat.

Mr. Cuoco concluded, “All Americans
should be proud of how we are functioning
in Iraq.”

Olympia Trails Bus Service
To Manhattan Continuing
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Olympia Trails Op-
erations Manager Jim Rutherford told
The Westfield Leader that the bus com-
pany, which runs a commuter service
between Plainfield and Manhattan and
stops in Plainfield, Westfield, Cranford
and Fanwood, will continue serving
Westfield riders after speculation of
eliminating Westfield morning service.

Earlier this month, Olympia Trails, a
division of Coach USA, distributed fly-
ers to its Westfield riders of impending
cancellation of the Westfield service.
Mr. Rutherford told The Leader “We had
initially sent notice to passengers on the
bus that regrettably, because we were
losing money, we would have to discon-
tinue service.”

“But because of an overwhelming re-
sponse from morning riders that we do
fewer buses, as long as they were avail-
able, we decided to keep the morning
service. Based on our feedback, we took
people’s concerns into great consider-
ation,” Mr. Rutherford added.

Mr. Rutherford said that Olympia
Trails will again place notices on bus
seats, informing passengers of the deci-

sion to revise the service schedule. Two
buses will run in the morning and no
afternoon service will be provided. Mr.
Rutherford said the concern was the
morning commute and that people would
take the train or NJ Transit to return
home.

“The consensus from the people I’ve
spoken to, and I’ve probably spoken to
30 people about this issue alone, is that
stopping at 6:30 a.m. and 7 a.m. will
work,” Mr. Rutherford said.

On June 3, the company informed
patrons through a memo that service
would be terminated effective July 1,
citing “rising fuel, insurance and labor
costs” and “the significant decrease in
riders as a result of the re-opening of the
Path Service and the lifting of the restric-
tions of the Holland Tunnel.”

Riders raised concerns and alerted The
Leader to the apparent cancellation of
the bus service. The company runs four
buses from three separate Westfield lo-
cations every morning. Olympia Trails
buses start in Plainfield on South Av-
enue and continue through Fanwood,
Westfield and Cranford.

The bus picks up residents at South
Avenue and West Broad Street, South
Avenue and Watterson Street, South Av-
enue and Summit Avenue in Westfield
between 6:25 a.m. and 7:15 a.m. The bus
also makes four stops in Fanwood at
South Avenue and Martine Avenue. It
picks up passengers between 6:20 a.m.
and 7:05 a.m.

The bus goes through the Lincoln Tun-
nel and drops passengers off in the Park
Avenue district in the center of Midtown.
According to www.coachusa.com/
olympia, the bus stops on 5th Avenue,
between the cross streets of 42nd and 57th
Street.

Olympia Trails is a division of Coach
USA, a North American subsidiary of
StageCoach Group based in Scotland.
For further information, please contact
Olympia Trails at (908) 354-3330.
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Young Couple Recalls
Experiences In Iraq

BOE Officials Mourn
Retired Teacher, Husband

After Murder-Suicide
By CASSIE LO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

NEW PROVIDENCE — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district and New
Providence communities mourned the loss
of Ruth Sessler, 69, and her husband Rob-
ert, 75, this week after the couple was found
in their New Providence home on June 7 of
an apparent murder-suicide.

The couple’s 43-year-old daughter, who
stopped to visit her parents a little before 8
a.m. on June 7, discovered the bodies.

According to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, Mrs. Sessler allegedly
smothered and suffocated her husband, who
was a quadriplegic due to a severe back
injury and had just returned from receiving
treatment at the Kessler Institute in West
Orange, and then committed suicide by over-
dosing on a bottle of prescription sleeping
pills. She collapsed next to him in a special
hospital bed set up inside their bedroom.

“I would say only that this was a terrible
human tragedy,” said New Providence Po-
lice Chief Douglas Marvin, in a press re-
lease issued by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

“Mrs. Sessler was taking care of her hus-
band, along with help from her children,
since he returned home June 28 from Kessler,”
said Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow. Both Mr. and Mrs. Sessler had
no previous charges against them and had
never been characterized as unhappy.

The murder-suicide was the first homi-
cide to occur in New Providence in 15
years, according to Chief Marvin.

Mrs. Sessler had taught for 26 years in the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district, and
18 of those years were spent at Brunner
Elementary School before retiring seven
years ago.

Mrs. Sessler was nominated for the Currie
Award in 1998, which is an award given to
outstanding teachers who are nominated by
parents, teachers and colleagues.

“Mrs. Sessler was a tremendous, loving,
and caring person and a very good teacher.
She loved her family, especially her chil-
dren and grandchildren, very much,” Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District spokes-
woman Kathy Meyers told The Times.

Superintendent of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Schools, Dr. Carol Choye, said
Mrs. Sessler was dedicated to her profes-
sion and loved by her students.

“She enjoyed family, friends and travel,”
said Dr. Choye.

Dr. Choye said she can still remember
the many photos of friends and family that
Mrs. Sessler kept on her desk.

“We are all very shocked by this tragedy;
I have a very saddened staff. I was lucky to
have the privilege of working with Ruth,”
said Dr. Choye.

In New Providence, Mr. Sessler had spent
some time working with the local recreation
department.

“The community as a whole thinks it is a
tragic loss. It is very saddening to think that
something like this could happen,” said Mayor
Allen Morgan. “We are a tight knit commu-
nity, so it has been hard on everyone.”

A service was held for Mr. and Mrs.
Sessler at Menorah Chapels in Millburn,
2950 Vaux Hall Rd., Union on June 9.

increase in the library’s financial costs,
while increasing the number of late fees
administered.

“The library will not open on Sundays
as of now, but it is needed,” he said. “I
can’t believe they are not doing so due to
financial costs. It’s an embarrassment for
our community.”

In other borough council news, the
dedication of the new clock at Valley
National Bank on Mountain Avenue is
scheduled for Saturday, July 2 at 2 p.m.
The bank is donating the land for the
clock, along with $5,000.

The borough needed to raise $35,000
for the clock project to become a reality
and received it all from private citizens.
According to Council President Glenn
Mortimer, the names of those who do-
nated at least $250 will be on the clock.

The borough council also approved the
appointment of Chrissy McCurdy as As-
sistant Supervisor for the Summer Play-
ground Program and Anthony Pecorelli to
the Mountainside Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Both are Mountainside residents,
and Ms. McCurdy is scheduled to graduate
from Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights later this month.
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
PLAY BALL…New York Mets super-legend Tom Seaver helps with the grand
opening of Signature Moments memorabilia store in Westfield last Saturday.
Pictured above, from the left, are: front row; DWC Director Sherry Cronin, DWC
Chairman David Martone, Councilman Andy Skibitsky, Tom Seaver, Andrew
Katz of Signature Moments and Codey Moore; back row; DWC Board member
Lee Hale and Hans Winberg of the Chamber of Commerce.

ity. Officials noted that there were not
sufficient monies for the Sid Faye portion
of the project.

The money, Councilman Echausse ex-
plained, will be taken out of the sale of
assets account and the capital projects ac-
count.

Councilman Echausse said that a youth
organization user fee, $10 per child per
season per sport, would be implemented to
support the project.

“We estimate 6,000 participants. That’s
$60,000 annually, and that money goes into
the recreation account,” Councilman
Echausse said. “The advantages are that the
project can be done this year at a competi-
tive bid price. It’s a good use for the sale of
assets, and it limits taxpayer support.”
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Westfield BOE Meeting
Scheduled on June 21
WESTFIELD — The Westfield Board

of Education will meet on Tuesday, June
21, in Room 105 at 302 Elm Street. The 8
p.m. business meeting will include an up-
date on the elementary school class size
projections for 2005-2006.

There will also be a report from SNAC
(School Nutritional Awareness Council), a
group that was formed under the auspices
of the Westfield Public Schools Parent
Teacher Council to foster a positive nutri-
tional environment in the schools and em-
power students and families to make healthy
food choices.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SATURDAY, MAY 28
A resident of Cacciola Place reported

being assaulted in his home by a male
individual known to him, who jumped on
the victim, striking him in the face and
shoulders. No one was charged in con-
nection with the incident and the victim
did not require medical attention, police
said.

After being stopped for motor vehicle
violations, Raed Alasmar, 24, of Hillside
was arrested at North and Dudley Av-
enues and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana. He
was released with a summons.

SUNDAY, MAY 29
Jason Dixon, 25, of Westfield was ar-

rested at the intersection of Ripley Place
and Windsor Avenue and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-

Garwood Council
To Hold Meeting

On Community Ctr.

stance and possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance with intent to distribute
suspected cocaine. Dixon was released
with a summons.

A Ripley Avenue resident reported be-
ing assaulted behind the 200 block of
Cacciola Place by an unknown suspect.
The victim suffered an injury to her left
eye, for which Westfield Rescue Squad
personnel treated her at the scene.

TUESDAY, MAY 31
Rising Way residents reported the bur-

glary of their home after they had retired
for the evening. The following morning,
they discovered a television, a radio and
a Web TV console, along with $65 in
cash, missing from the premises.

A Columbus Avenue resident reported
the theft of his wallet, containing $350 in
cash, as well as some personal papers,
missing from a kitchen drawer.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1
A Mountainside building contractor

reported the theft of a GE Profile micro-
wave oven, a Bosch dishwasher and a
trim kit to a Viking stove from a house he
is renovating in the 1800 block of Boynton
Avenue.

James M. Weinberg, 50, of Spring-
field was arrested and charged with two
counts of forgery, one count of criminal
attempt and possession of drug para-
phernalia, following an investigation at
an East Broad Street business involving
a fraudulent prescription for Fiorinal with
Codeine.

Weinberg also was found to have an
outstanding contempt of court warrant
out of Newark for $250. Weinberg was
released after posting bail.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2
Marquis Relf, 20, of Plainfield was

arrested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana after police responded to a distur-
bance call in the 200 block of Cacciola
Place. Relf was released with a sum-
mons.

SUNDAY,  JUNE 5
Rosa Martins, 54, of Newark was ar-

rested and charged with shoplifting women’s
pants, valued at $45, from a business on
North Avenue. She was released with a
summons.

MONDAY, JUNE 6
A Sunnywood Drive resident reported

various items missing from her home,
which had undergone major renovations
during the winter. The missing items in-
cluded a water jug containing approxi-
mately $2,000 in coins, as well as several
pieces of jewelry that had been kept in the
master bedroom.

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
Annette M. Caraballo, 23, of Garwood

was arrested at Central and Ayliffe Av-
enues and charged with driving while
intoxicated. She was later released to a
responsible adult.

“There is always concern going into a
new program. The spiraling approach
gives us an advantage because we con-
tinue to revisit subject matter,” Dr.
O’Malley replied. “Every teacher, K
through seven agreed they would like to
go forward with this.”

The board appointed Roderic
McLaughlin as the business/board secre-
tary effective July 1, 2005 through June
30, 2006 at a salary of $110,000. Mr.
Venes and Pat Knodel voted against ap-
pointment due to the salary.
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By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD— Mayor Dennis
McCarthy informed the governing body
of a newsletter survey that was sent to
all borough residents concerning the
construction of a community center.
Only 20 residents responded to the
newsletter survey, according to Mayor
McCarthy. Fourteen were against con-
struction and only six were in favor of
it.

The Community Center Construc-
tion Committee held a meeting on June
1st to discuss the results of the survey
and the question of constructing a com-
munity center.

The committee concluded that the
construction and furnishings would cost
approximately $1.9 million, according
to information obtained from Mayor
McCarthy, and the annual operating
costs for the center would be approxi-
mately $100,000.

The committee is concerned about
the cost on the borough’s taxpayers;
however, they also felt that not enough
feedback from the community has been
received on these issues to make a final
decision.

The committee recommends that the
governing body hold a special meeting
on Thursday, June 30 at 7:30 p.m., at
the Lincoln School gymnasium to ad-
vise the public of the committee’s rec-
ommendations and receive feedback.

“Hopefully enough people will at-
tend so we can come to a conclusion on
the community center,” said Mayor
McCarthy.
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