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Westfield High School
Graduation June 23

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) will hold graduation
ceremonies at 6 p.m. on Thursday,
June 23 at the athletic field behind the
school. In the event of inclement
weather, graduation will be held at
the National Guard Armory, and a
notice will be posted on WHS-TV36
that afternoon.

The keynote speaker for the com-
mencement ceremony will be Rich
Lamb, a WCBS Radio news reporter.

According to a recent article in the
WHS weekly newspaper, Hi’s Eye,
Mr. Lamb “has procured a wealth of
knowledge through life and journal-
istic experience that he plans to share
with this year’s graduates.”

Approximately 365 seniors will
receive diplomas. Later that evening,
the BASH, an all-night substance-
free graduation party sponsored by
the Optimist Club of Westfield, will
be held at the Ricochet Health and
Racquet Club.
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Proposed Antennae on
Firehouse Before State
Historic Panel Today
WESTFIELD — Several

Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission (WHPC) members
will attend a 10 a.m. hearing at the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) of-
fice in Trenton when the state His-
toric Sites Council will review the
application of Verizon Wireless to
install wireless communications
antennae on the Westfield Fire De-
partment headquarters building on
North Avenue.

Because this building is a state
and national historic site, the
WHPC has raised concerns in-
stallation at this location.

Verizon also submitted its ap-
plication to the New Jersey His-
toric Preservation Office, whose
senior historic preservation spe-
cialist declared this project an
encroachment, thereby precipi-
tating this meeting of the New
Jersey historic sites commission,
Betty List, Chairwoman of the
Westfield commission.

“The outcome of this meeting
will determine the future direc-
tion of this application,” accord-
ing to Ms. List.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A BIRDSEYE VIEW…A hawk sits
atop the evergreen tree in the Westfield
train station parking lot in front of The
Westfield Leader office.

A FAMILY AFFAIR…John Cuoco and his wife Laurie served in Iraq and
returned home earlier this year. Although they were both in Fallujah, they only
saw each other four times.

Codey Not Moving on Bill As
Property Tax Issue Heats Up

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The subject of property
tax reform has been picking up steam
this week, becoming one of the key
issues defining the New Jersey Gu-
bernatorial campaign.

Pending legislation, which would
authorize the State to hold a Constitu-
tional Convention to reform the cur-
rent system of property taxation is
awaiting acting Governor Richard
Codey’s approval before it can reach

the Senate floor. The bill, A-5269,
was passed by the General Assembly
on May 16 and was sent to the State
Senate on May 19. The bill pending
before the State Senate, S-2585, will
be derailed if acting Governor Codey,
acting as Senate President, fails to
allow it to go before the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee before June 30, when
the legislature breaks for the summer.

Citizens for Property Tax Reform,
a coalition of civic organizations and
taxpayers, along with AARP and the
League of Municipalities held a press
conference last week announcing that
they will be sponsoring a rally to
encourage the governor to approve
the bill’s progress. The rally will be
held today, June 16 at 2 p.m. on the
State House steps.

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation (NJEA), along with many lo-
cal school boards, has come out in
opposition to the current bill. Objec-
tors claim that local control of the
funds will be lost and that money
from affluent districts would end up
being redistributed to less-affluent
districts, if revenue is switched to
some other tax source.

A spokesperson for acting Gover-
nor Codey’s office, Sean Darcy, told
The Westfield Leader that the acting
Governor still maintains his position

(as of press time) that “he wants a Consti-
tutional Convention to look at spending,
which the current bill does not address.”

Mr. Darcy said, “There is room for
negotiation with ongoing discussions
about changes that need to be made to
the current proposal.”

This is a modification from acting
Governor Codey’s staunch opposition
to a Constitutional Convention last week.

Cy Thannikary, a founding mem-
ber of Citizens for Property Tax Re-
form, said he attributes the acting
governor’s change in attitude to the
pressure being exerted by his Coali-
tion along with tremendous public
outrage over this issue.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
also a panelist in last week’s property
tax reform discussion, said, “Ulti-
mately, the control over this issue rests
in the hands of the people who have
the power to stop electing public offi-
cials who do not address this issue.”

Mayor Marks added that voters also
have the power to write to their legislators
and tell them they will not vote for them
if they do not represent their interests.

He said that there was somewhat of
a disconnect in that New Jersey resi-
dents wanted good schools and pub-
lic services and lower taxes, but were
not willing to cut spending.

“At some point, they will have to
make a compromise,” Mayor Marks
added. He said he hopes that the next
governor will have more courage than
Governor Codey to address this issue.

Former State Senator William
Schluter, one of the original sponsors of
the Constitutional Convention bill, was
a participant in last week’s panel dis-
cussion held in Scotch Plains on prop-
erty tax reform. He told The Leader, in
a follow-up interview, that the bill sim-
ply looks at the way New Jersey taxes
itself and will reform an antiquated and
outdated system of taxation.

School Board Names Stewart Carey
Principal of Roosevelt Intermediate

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School (RIS) has a new prin-
cipal.

Mr. Carey, who has been a part of
the Westfield Public Schools for 36
years, currently holds the position of
interim principal at RIS, was named
principal by the Board of Education
at its meeting on June 7. Mr. Carey

previously served as assistant princi-
pal of Edison Intermediate School for
eight years and assistant principal at
Westfield High School for five years.

Mr. Carey has a background in
athletic education, starting his tenure
in the district as a physical education
teacher, as well as coaching basket-
ball at the intermediate and high
school levels for 29 years and fresh-
man baseball for 24 years.

He holds a masters degree from
Montclair State University, a certifi-
cate in administration from Kean
University in Union and a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Health and

Physical Education from Delaware
State University. Mr. Carey has served
on the district’s Strategic Planning
Committee and the Council of New
Jersey Principals and Supervisors.

Mr. Carey told The Westfield Leader
that he considers this appointment
“the apex” of his career.

Growing up in Charlottesville, Va.,
Mr. Carey pursued a love of journal-
ism, serving as sports editor for his
high school’s student newspaper. Un-
fortunately, he was discouraged by a
lack of career opportunities for an
aspiring black journalist in the 1960s.

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
NEW POST...Stewart Carey has been named the new Roosevelt Intermediate
School Principal.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PLAYING IN THE DIRT…Work has begun on improvements to Kehler Sta-
dium, which include a synthetic turf field and new track. The project is on
schedule to be completed time for the fall Westfield High School football season.

Young Couple Recalls
Experiences In Iraq

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
resident John Cuoco and his wife,
Laurie, recently returned from tours
of duty in Iraq and marched in the
Westfield Memorial Day Parade
alongside John’s father; Sal Cuoco, a
resident of Scotch Plains and Parade
Grand Marshal.

Mr. Cuoco followed in the foot-
steps of his father and three uncles by
joining the armed forces in 1992. In
June of 1992, he began his Marine
training at Parris Island Recruit De-
pot in South Carolina.

Six months later, he graduated from
Artillery School at Fort Sill in Okla-
homa and was stationed with the third
Battalion of the 14th Marines Re-
serve Unit in Trenton.

Mr. Cuoco was a member of the
reserve unit until last June, when he
was transferred to the Fourth Civil
Affairs Group in Washington, D.C.
Less than two months later, he re-
ceived word that he was to be de-
ployed to Fallujah, Iraq.

On August 23, 2004, he left for Iraq
as a member of a seven-man Civil

Affairs Team: the Third Battalion of
the Fifth Marines.

“It was six marines and one inter-
preter,” Mr. Cuoco said of his team.
“We had to interact with the Iraqis
whether it be local tribal Sheiks, reli-
gious leaders, military soldiers or
police officers to help improve the
lives of Iraqi citizens.”

With his training in civil affairs, it
was Mr. Cuoco and his “teammates”
who helped the Iraqi people adjust to
their new freedoms and try to avoid
further tyranny.

“Iraq had no freedom for many
years and therefore, no sense of col-
lectivism or trust,” he said. “The chil-
dren of Iraq must learn democracy in
order for it to be successful. They
want to be a democracy, but they still
have to worry about an insurgency.”

Not only did Mr. Cuoco work to
assimilate the Iraqi people to democ-
racy, but also organized labor forces
to help them adjust. Labor forces
developed infrastructure such as
roads, schools, hospitals and mosques.

Mr. Cuoco remembered the initial
evacuation of civilians out of Fallujah.
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     Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
METS MEET ONE OF THE GREATEST…Among the hundreds of enthusiastic
fans that came out to meet Hall-Of-Fame pitcher Tom Seaver during the Grand
Opening celebration of Signature Moments at 241 North Avenue, were the Mets
baseball team of the Westfield International League.

Boro Considers Charging
Library for DPW Services

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Mayor Robert Viglianti and the bor-
ough council are considering creat-
ing a policy that bills the borough’s
library for the services it receives
from the borough’s Department of
Public Works (DPW).

A state mandate has increased
Mountainside’s library’s budget and,
as the borough continues to expand its
capabilities with new funding, better
ways for the library to pay the borough
Department of Public Works must be
implemented, officials explained.

During Tuesday’s work session,
Mayor Viglianti stressed the impor-
tance of the Department of Public Works
to the library, and used the library’s
recent garage sale as an example of
when the department was called upon.

“We need to bill the library at an
hourly rate,” Mayor Viglianti said. “I
don’t want to have to put a meter on
the vehicles the department uses to

determine the costs.”
Mayor Viglianti proposed to the

council that the library fee be $40 to
$45, and that they increase it in the
upcoming years if the library requires
new services.

Other recent costs that the library
has come upon are heating, ventila-
tion and landscaping. Due to these
new projects that required help from
the DPW, the borough council wants
to be prepared to raise the library fee
if the number of projects per year
begins to increases.

Council President Paul Mirabelli
focused on the vast benefits to the
library and borough if it opened on
Sundays. According to Councilman
Mirabelli, it would only be a slight

Mr. Skibitsky Among
Three Names for Mayor

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Repub-
lican Committee Chairman Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick (R-21) told
The Westfield Leader Tuesday that
the committee has submitted three
candidates to the town council as
replacements for departing Mayor
Greg McDermott as required under
the town’s municipal code.

The names are current Third Ward
Councilman Andy Skibitsky, Frank
Quinn and Matt Nilsen.

“Frank is the longest serving per-
son on the Republican Committee at
close to 20 years, and Matt is an
active, local Republican,” Assembly-
man Bramnick said.

Mayor McDermott will formally
resign at the June 21 council meeting.
Once a new mayor is voted upon by
the members of the council, Mayor
McDermott will step off the dais. Mr.
Skibitsky will then close the meeting
in his new role of acting Mayor.

Similarly, if Councilman Skibitisky
takes over as mayor, the local Repub-
lican Party will suggest three names
for his open third ward council seat.

Assemblyman Bramnick said
Darielle Walsh, a 20-year member of
the Rotary Club and former three-
year president of the Westfield Board
of Education, would likely take over
that seat. Mrs. Walsh is the Republi-

can candidate for the seat this No-
vember.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the
council discussed a request from La
Famiglia Sorrento Restaurant on Cen-
tral Avenue to expand the sidewalk
café ordinance to include the district
where the establishment is located,
and offer outside seating.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
a zoning officer issued Sorrento’s a
violation notice because of improper
signage, resulting from the inflatable
objects and freestanding signs on the
premise. Also, without a sidewalk
café request, the town prohibits con-
sumption of food outside the con-
fines of a building.

The council agreed to grant the
sidewalk café request with the safety
issue properly addressed and to deal
with outdoor cafés across the town,
and not adopt a new policy or stan-
dard to approach Sorrento’s.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said that the Recreation
Commission met with the council’s
Finance Policy Committee to discuss
the Houlihan/Sid Faye Field projects.

The finance committee recom-
mended the town fund $370,000 to
turf Sid Faye Field. The council
awarded a bid last month to turf
Houlihan Field and to install lights on
both fields and expand parking capac-

BOE Adopts
Curriculum
For Math
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
borough’s Board of Education
(BOE) members approved the rec-
ommendation of Chief School Ad-
ministrator Dr. Richard O’Malley
Tuesday night to adopt the Every-
day Math and Connected Math-
ematics 2 curriculum starting in
September.

Students in grades kindergarten
through grade five will be taught
Everyday Math, while students in
grades six through eight will learn
Connected Math.

In his presentation to BOE mem-
bers and the audience, Dr.
O’Malley said, “The intention of
the new program is research and
standard based.” He stated that the
current math curriculum is not re-
search based “or rich in mathemati-
cal understanding.”

Dr. O’Malley reported that the
new curriculum would start with
the student and “build the curricu-
lum around the student.” His pre-
sentation indicated that the imple-
mentation of the program is based
on a three-year plan to develop a
solid mathematical understand-
ing.”

The first year the curriculum is
introduced would be the imple-
mentation and learning phase. The
second year will focus on devel-
oping understanding, while the
third year will be the year that
results would begin to be observed.
Dr. O’Malley said the program
will result in “long academic and
sustained academic success.”

It was reported that Westfield,
Berkeley Heights, Summit and
New Providence have imple-
mented the program and have re-
ported success.

“Use of these curricula results
in higher test scores,” Dr. O’Malley
said.

“No math program – no content
area - works without a good
teacher,” Dr. O’Malley continued.

He stated that he would be imple-
menting a training plan for teach-
ers.

“There is a lot of motivation and
enthusiasm. Teachers are behind
me,” he said.

BOE member Carmine Venes
questioned Dr. O’Malley on the
implementation of the program.

“There is controversy in how to
implement. Do you do it gradually
or dive right in?” he asked.


