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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They Came to Celebrate
A Life Well-Lived

There were license plates from Geor-
gia, North Carolina, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, New York, Vermont,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey. There
were so many cars, it could’ve been a
Grateful Dead concert. In a way, it was.

Last Saturday at the 910 Tice Place
home of Karen Clarkson, hundreds of
his former athletes, coaches, friends
and family came to pay their last re-
spects to her father, Walt Clarkson, the
former WHS athlete/teacher/coach who
passed away two weeks earlier.

There were lots of snapshot pictures of
Coach, talking with his athletes or, more
likely, running. Old black and white pho-
tos. Say what you want, but black and
white photos bring back better memories
than color photos for me. And the one
with Coach talking to his state champi-
onship swimming relay, including the
late Danny Nichols, was particularly mov-
ing for at least one person there.

The best story of the day came from
a source we’ll just call “Uncle Joe”. He
remembered an indoor track meet at
the Jersey City Armory, or New York
Armory, back in the early 1960s.
Westfield had a loaded 4x800 relay.
The runners’ names might have been
Gerry McGowan, Dave Coleman, Steve
Atwood and Steve Calvert, he couldn’t
remember. But Coach felt his team had
a great shot at the national record. And
they were on pace to do exactly that
when the official gave the runners the
gun lap … one lap too soon. The race
ended one lap too soon and so there
would be no national record.

“Walt was fuming. He kicked a chair
clear across the armory,” the source
recalled. “Like Bobby Knight.”

Frank Kelly, a member of the great
4x100 relay team of 1978 along with
Butch Woolfolk, Allen Smith and Brion
Gray, was there, returning plaques that
Coach had given each of the relay mem-
bers for winning the 4x100 at the New
York and Penn Relays.

“I’ve had it up in my living room for
years,” Kelly said. “But I just felt it
belonged here, with him.”

It was a joyous occasion. A lot of
people who hadn’t seen each other in
years, maybe decades, getting together
one last time, for the Coach. But it was
sad, too, knowing there would never be
another time when Coach would get to
touch their lives.

Then again, he probably always will.
DEN TRIVIA

Lisa Sweeney of Rancocas Valley
Regional in Mount Holly recently
smashed the state’s all-time career
strikeout record with over 1,200 K’s.
Who holds the WHS record for career
strikeouts by a softball pitcher?

ANOTHER YEAR
And so the drought continues. An-

other year and another strong WHS
baseball team doesn’t bring home a
sectional championship. In its storied
baseball history, WHS has won a grand

total of two sectional baseball titles.
And one of them was back in 1949,
when the NJSIAA awarded the titles.

The only “on the field” sectional title
for WHS came in 1988, when the Kevin
Stock-Clint Factor-led team rebounded
from an opening round loss in the county
tournament to A.L. Johnson to beat a
tough field in North Jersey Section 2
Group 4.

In the opening round they knocked
off Morristown 4-2, followed by wins
over Livingston (13-3) and Elizabeth
(15-8) that set up a sectional title game
against Bloomfield. WHS won 7-2 and
faced No. 1-ranked Memorial of West
New York in the state semifinals. Me-
morial notched a 2-1 victory and went
on to win Group 4.

The 1994 Devils won 24 games, but
lost to Elizabeth 11-7 in the sectional
final. A year later, WHS reset the school
record with 27 victories, but lost to
Morristown 5-3 in the sectional final.

An irony of this year’s sectional final
was that both the baseball and softball
teams were playing at Hunterdon Cen-
tral, and both games were scoreless until
the bottom of the sixth inning, when the
hosts scored the winning runs. And both
WHS teams concluded 17-10 seasons.

‘RECORD’ YEAR AT Y
The swimming program at the

Westfield Y continues to just get better
and better. This past year, the team
broke 25 team records, including some
that went as far back as 1973.

The majority of record-breaking was
set by the 11-12 swimmers, led by Kyle
Higgins and Elaine Anderson on the
girls’ side and Mike Oster and Matt
Meserole on the boys’ side.

Higgins set five 11-12 girls records,
in the 50, 100, 1000 and 1650 free and
50 butterfly. Anderson set 11-12 marks
in the 50, 100 and 200 breast. They
were joined by Lindsay Anderson and
Meredith Smith (who set an 11-12 100
IM record) on a record-breaking med-
ley relay. Other record-breaking girls
were Brooke Sweeney (9-10 500 free)
and Erika Daniel (8-and-under 100 fly).

Oster was arguably the state’s pre-
mier 11-12 boy, and he set team marks
in the 200, 500, 1000, 1650 free and
200 breast. Meserole’s banner year in-
cluded breaking 32-year-old records in
the 50 back and 50 fly, and also getting
his name on the big record board in the
100 and 200 back and 200 and 400 IM.

Oster and Meserole were joined by
Larry Zhang and Andrew Cordeiro on
200 medley and 200 free relays that set
the final records.

Among the other highlights for coach
Paul Casazza and his staff – Brian
Guidera, Jen Mack, Bart Thomas, Jim
Thomas, Walt Kempner and Janet
Jungmann – were five Y National quali-
fiers, 64 Y State qualifiers, 120 Y Silver
qualifiers and 90 Y Bronze qualifiers.

The Y swim team is the major sup-
plier of talent to the Westfield High

School swim teams that have won more
state championships (29, including 20
by the boys) than any school in the state.

ALUMNI SWIM MEET
Here’s the updated rosters for the

Alumni Swim Meet to be held this
Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m. at the Westfield
Y’s Wallace Pool. The meet is the Se-
nior Project for swim team co-captain
Lauren Winchester.

ALUMNI MEN (15): Peter Heesch,
Don Mutz, Joe Wilson, Peter Harley,
Dan Morgan, Chris Banta, Ted Ritter,
Seth Burstein, Matt Vidovich, Ray
Encarnacion, Chris Heinen, Kyle and
Keith McCloskey, Vinny Shen, John
Chiesa. Coach: George Kapner.

ALUMNI WOMEN (13): Kerry
Ritter, Bethany Dresely, Cassie Lo,
Becky Fallon, Suzanna Fowler, Tovah
Tripp, Alexis (Hay) Bradley, Karen
Kurtz, Jessalyn (Kunicky) Brodie,
Allison Korner, Melissa Wells, Alyson
Goodman, Danielle Heffernan. Coach:
Bev Torok.

VARSITY WOMEN (13): Amanda
Dickson, Lisa Zhang, Kirsten Selert,
Jackie DeLaFuente, Neda Simaika,
Danielle Partenope, Callie Meserole,
Emily Bregman, Katie Morgan, Caitlyn
Oster, Lauren McCurdy, Alexi Kuska,
Cat Winchester. Coach: Jaime Ruszala.

VARSITY MEN (18): Jeff Dresely,
Brandon Cuba, Evan Vanarelli, Kyle
Murray, P.J. Harley, Pat Daurio, Ben
Holt, Phil Anton, Greg Blanton, Brian
Corea, Colin Sullivan, Matt Green, Matt
Blutfield, Matt Gelmetti, Matt Haddad,
Mike Rediker, Mike Kane, Jon Holt.
Coach: Bruce Johnson.

The Alumni team has been installed
as a slight favorite, although the
Varsity’s depth could make the differ-
ence. And with day-of-the-meet en-
tries allowed, either team could be-
come stronger.

Admission to the event is free and
everyone is invited to Lauren
Winchester’s house on Knollwood Ter-
race for a post-meet party.

JUST WONDERING …
Since there are no houses that front

onto Dorian Road between Rahway Ave.
and Trinity Place, how hard would it be
to change the name of that section of the
road to Blue Devils Way or Devils Drive
or Blue Devils Boulevard?

A FAMILIAR FACE
Playing center field for the Governor

Livingston Regional softball team is
Kerry Havas, daughter of former WHS
baseball and soccer standout John
Havas, Class of 1972. The junior tripled
and scored the lone run on May 31 as
the Highlanders (23-6) advanced to the
sectional championship game.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Nancy Kasko struck out 473 during

her illustrious career from 1982-85.
Devil’s Den appears Thursday in

The Westfield Leader. Contact us with
comments or suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com

Softball Raiders Finish, 16-10,
Look to be Stronger Next Year

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fielding just three seniors and fin-
ishing with a fine 16-10 record, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls softball team’s season could not
be called a disappointment. A posi-
tive outlook could be contributed pri-
marily to the togetherness of the team.
Everyone was involved in every game
whether on the field or on the bench.

“We have talent all throughout the
line up and the girls played well to-
gether and enjoy the game, said Raider
Head Coach Kelly Covert.

Junior pitcher Elaine Piniat, who
has been known for her consistency
and discipline, compiled a 12-8 record
with a 1.04 ERA. She faced 518 bat-
ters, allowed 100 hits, sat down 122
batters and walked 19.

“We depended a lot on Elaine and
she got the job done, said coach Co-
vert. “She truly enjoys the game. I
have not seen someone with this love
for softball in a very long time.”

According to Covert, the most
memorable games the Raiders came
up against were Cranford, Union and
Westfield. “We had to battle back in
all of these games,” she explained.
“After losing to Cranford and
Westfield early in the season, the girls
knew we had to focus and play our
game. The second time we played
them, we did just that. However, it
doesn’t matter who you play, but how
you play.”

The team finished with a .298 bat-
ting average (BA) with 216 hits, 16
homeruns, 16 triples, 28 doubles and
87 walks. A very pleasant surprise in
the lineup was sophomore catcher
Lauren Mains who led the team with
a .365 BA. She had 31 hits, including
seven doubles in 85 at bats, scored 20
runs and had 21 RBI.

“She is an amazing catcher and all-
around player,” said Covert.

Senior captain and second baseman
Taylor Cianciotta, batted .329 with
28 hits, including two home runs, five
triples and two doubles, scored 23
runs and had 19 RBI. Senior pitcher
Jess Moore accumulated and ERA of
0.64, in six games. She allowed 26
hits, struck 41 and walked 24.

“Jess is a great pitcher. She throws
hard and that is something you can’t
teach,” said Covert

Senior leftfielder Janee Easley had
a tremendous year. “She came out

and showed us what she was all about,”
said Covert. “She moved from the
ninth position in the lineup to be our
leadoff hitter. She brought experi-
ence and heart to the plate. We will
miss those seniors next year, not only
as players, but as friends.”

Junior shortstop Melissa Sette com-
piled a .318 BA with 27 hits, five

homeruns, five triples, three doubles
and 30 runs scored. Defensively, Sette
was key.

“She is a solid shortstop and has the
fire that is needed to play that posi-
tion,” said Covert.

Juniors, right fielder Lauren
Benovengo and centerfielder Kelli
Kaskiw compiled a solid wall in the
outfield.

“Defensively, Kelli had a mind of
her own. She has a great eye for the
ball and knows where to go when she

gets it,” said Covert.
Mains was solid behind the plate.

She threw out six runners trying to
steal and had only two passed balls.
According to Covert she and Piniat
worked very well together.

“Pitching and communication be-
tween pitcher and catcher is very
important in softball,” explained Co-
vert. “She has to be open at all times.
After every inning the three of us
always regrouped.”

Sophomore Jillian Lusk did a good
job at first. “She came up with key hits
in do-or-die situations,” said Covert.

Freshman Nicole Colineri who
played third base for the first time in
her career, demonstrated tremendous
talent.

“We will work on using her more
on the left side of the plate next year.
She has speed that we need to utilize,”
said Covert.

The Raiders will return 10 experi-
enced players next year and have goals
to win the conference, county and
sectional championships.

“Pitching will be very important as
usual,” said Covert. “Offensively,
speed and offensive maturity will put
is in the hunt.”

 

   

      

    

      
       

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE BEST OF 2005…The Raider softball team finished with a, 16-10 season.
Pictured left to right, are: front row; Jillian Lusk, Elaine Piniat, Jess Moore and
Tayler Cianciotta; second row, Janee Easley, Allie Brown, Caitlin Driscoll and
Lauren Benovengo; third row, Assistant Coach Groetsch, Kelli Kaskiw, Nicole
Colineri, Melissa Sette, Lauren Mains and Head Coach Kelly Covert.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

FANWOOD $375,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $524,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $695,000 WESTFIELD          $1,325,000

Keep cool!  Central Air and above-ground pool.  Stay cool in or out.  New Kitchen
and appliances.  Walk to town and train.  A commuter’s dream.

Welcome home to this beautiful Cape Cod.  The Formal Living Room and
Dining Room invite you in to this charming home with 4 Bedrooms, 2 updated
baths and updated Kitchen.  Enjoy evenings on the beautiful patio all just steps
to NYC bus.

In the swim!  Move right into this 4 Bedroom Split Level.  The Sylvan/Anthony
pool is ready for a swim.

Center hall Colonial offers 9 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, state-
of-the-art Kitchen with eating island and much cabinet space, separate dining
area, Family Room with fireplace and access to patio, excellent closet space, built-
in corner cabinet in Dining Room and professionally landscaped property.


