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McDermott, Betancourt Bid
Farewell At GOP Fundraiser

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Town Republi-
cans paid tribute to the 23 years of
combined service by Mayor Greg
McDermott and Second Ward Coun-
cilman Rafael Betancourt on Friday
night.

Mayor McDermott, the son of
former State Senator Frank
McDermott, served two terms as first
ward councilman and was elected to
two terms as mayor. Although his
term does not expire until the end of
the year, Mayor McDermott will be
resigning and moving to Bernardsville
in a few weeks.

He was described by his uncle,
Richard Trabert, as a “compassionate
leader who has given generously of
his (time) while bringing integrity
and maturity to his judgment.”

Among the mayor’s accomplish-
ments, Mr. Trabert said Mayor
McDermott and his wife, Andrea,
reached out to the families of those
Westfield residents killed in the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and
offered assistance “in the most sensi-
tive ways imaginable.”

“In some ways Westfield’s impres-
sive 9/11 monument is as a much a
testament to the town’s compassion
as it is a memorial to the people we
remember,” said Mr. Trabert. “Greg
embodies that compassion and con-
cern. And we have seen it often as he
performed his duties.”

He said Mayor McDermott decided
to run for office because he was “de-
termined to give back to Westfield
what he believed he received by grow-
ing up here.”

“We will miss you Greg,” said Mr.
Trabert.

Frank Arena, Mayor McDermott’s
brother in law, said when he thinks of
Westfield he thinks of the long-estab-
lished McDermott family.

“It’s an incredible family and they
are going to be sorely missed,” Mr.
Arena said. “I am sad you are going,
I don’t want to see you go but it is the
right thing for your family.”

Mayor McDermott said to those in
attendance at the Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club event, “thank you to all of
you for giving me the opportunity
that you did to be your mayor.”

He thanked his first running-mates,

former council members Neil Sullivan
and Janis Weinstein.

During the eight years he served as
councilman and mayor, “we did eight
budgets. We did traffic calming, speed
bumps. We did parking. We did park-
ing. We did parking,” he said.

He joked that he should have lis-
tened to his father he told him “never
get involved locally because when
you do, all of your business becomes
everybody’s business.” The mayor
jokingly said that his wife has banned
him from going to the grocery store
for the past three years.

“Because when I came home, the
milk would be warm. The ice cream
would have melted. And I was always
fielding questions from people who
told me they would do things differ-
ently and that maybe I should think
about what I did before acting,” he
said.

In closing Mayor McDermott said,
“I want to thank you for allowing me
to be your mayor and I wish everyone
the best of luck and success in the
future.”

Karen Masciale, campaign man-
ager for Councilman Betancourt, de-
scribed the councilman as someone
“with an incredible amount of integ-
rity and conviction.”

“Rafael knows the importance of
civic responsibility and given back to
the community,” she said. “He stands
by who and what he believes in.”

Councilman Betancourt’s law part-
ner and chief speech writer, Tom
Walsh, said the councilman had “a
deep and abiding passion for our com-
munity” to bring to the town council.
He said to the councilman, “you al-
ways gave it your best.”

Prior to his four and half years on
the governing body, Councilman
Betancourt served as Westfield mu-
nicipal public defender and prosecu-
tor.

“Throughout these years I’ve forged
lasting relationships with some won-
derful people, many of them town
employees. Together we have worked
hard to make our community a better
place to live and work,” Councilman
Betancourt said.

Councilman Betancourt decided to
run for office “to preserve the same
level of responsible government our
town has always been known for.”

Cranford Resident Named
Deputy Ed. Commissioner

TRENTON — The New Jersey
State Board of Education approved
the appointment of Assistant Com-
missioner for Finance Richard
Rosenberg of Cranford to the posi-
tion of Deputy Commissioner last
week. The appointment is effective
as of July 1.

Rosenberg replaces Dr. Dwight R.
Pfennig, who has announced he will
resign effective June 30 to accept the
position of Superintendent of the
Pocono Mountain School District in
northeastern Pennsylvania.

Before joining DOE in 2002,
Rosenberg worked in the South Or-
ange-Maplewood School District for
38 years. He began his career as a
social studies teacher and later served
as the Assistant to the Superinten-
dent, Business Administrator and
Deputy Superintendent. He holds
Master’s degrees in Russian history
and educational administration.

The State Board also approved two
other changes among DOE senior
staff:

Assistant to the Commissioner for
the Central Region Penelope E.
Lattimer, Ph.D., will assume
Rosenberg’s Assistant Commissioner
title and Yut’se Thomas, currently

County’s Role In Revolution
To Be Detailed At Program

the Director of School Funding, will
be named Assistant to the Commis-
sioner for Finance and will oversee
that division within DOE.

Dr. Lattimer, who currently over-
sees DOE operations in the six cen-
tral New Jersey counties, serves as
Acting Mercer County Superinten-
dent and leads DOE’s high school
“small learning communities” pilot
project, joined the department in
2003.

A resident of New Brunswick, she
was the New Brunswick Assistant
Superintendent for Curriculum and
Instruction prior to accepting her
current position. She had also served
as Principal of the Gibbons School, a
demonstration high school located
on the campus of Rutgers University.

Thomas, who resides in Plainsboro,
joined the department in 1991 as a
planning associate. She became Di-
rector of the former Office of Fiscal
Standards and Efficiencies in 1999
and was appointed to her current post
in 2001. She holds a Master’s degree
in economics.

Note: DOE is the only department
in New Jersey state government in
which the number of Assitant Com-
missioners is set by statute.

UNION – “The American Revolu-
tion: Its Legacy in Union County”
will be the subject of a conference on
Friday, June 17 in Downs Hall at
Kean University, 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union.

The program, which runs from 9
a.m. to noon, is being sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the Union County De-
partment of Economic Development,
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, Kean University and the Lib-
erty Hall Museum.

An optional box lunch will be avail-
able at noon and followed by tours of
Liberty Hall Museum, located across
Morris Avenue from Kean Univer-
sity.

“We are pleased to have four dis-
tinguished speakers who will discuss
the vital role of the Union County
area during the American Revolu-
tion,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union
County Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board.

“The conference will explain the
condition of the local terrain and
natural resources, the historical im-
portance of towns and battle sites,
and the increasing interest in the War
for Independence that will attract
more visitors to these sites,” she said.

The period farmhouses, white-
clapboard churches, stone bridges
and granite monuments scattered
from Elizabeth and Rahway to
Springfield and Scotch Plains are
visible reminders of the crucial role
that Union County played in the
American Revolution.

Two hundred twenty-five years
ago, the Battle of Springfield changed
the course of the War for Indepen-
dence. It was the last major engage-
ment fought in the northern states
during the American Revolution and

it ended with the retreat of the British
forces.

Dr. Mark Lender, Chairman of
Kean University’s History Depart-
ment, will describe how the terrain
and local resources affected the move-
ment and sustenance of both colonial
and British troops. Steven Hardegen,
Senior Historic Preservation Special-
ist for the Historic Preservation Of-
fice in the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, with the
aid of a short video, will talk about
the structures and features that still
exist.

Marguerite Chandler, President of
the Crossroads of the American Revo-
lution Association, will speak about
the Union County sites that are in-
cluded in the proposed Crossroads
National Heritage Area. Dr. Marc
Mappen, Executive Director of the
New Jersey Historical Commission,
will discuss the economic impact of
public history.

The conference is funded in part
by the New Jersey Historical Com-
mission, a Division of Cultural Af-
fairs in the Department of State. Reg-
istration to attend is $10 per person,
$5 for students with a school ID. A
box lunch is available for $8.

For more information or to request
a conference brochure, contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202 or call (908)
558-2550. New Jersey relay users
can dial 7-1-1. Please send e-mails to
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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Betsey  Burgdorf  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAYING GOODBYE…Westfield Mayor Greg McDermott, left, shakes hands
with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (Westfield, R-21) at a farewell party in his
honor as his wife, Andrea,  and children look on.

Horace R. Corbin  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FRIENDS AND MEMORIES…Westfield Councilman Rafael Betancourt poses
with former State Senator Richard Bagger during the mayoral campaign kickoff
party held last Saturday for Councilman Andy Skibitsky at the home of Mary
Alice and Christopher Ryan. Mr. Bagger was also former mayor of Westfield and
now holds an important executive position with Pfizer. Councilman Betancourt
is not seeking another term on the town council.


