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Benjamin Solomon for The Times
RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY…Junior Zachary Hvizdak keeps his date, Bethany
Zimmerman, a senior, protected from the rain, as they go inside to enjoy prom
festivities.

David B. Corbin for The Times
PANEL DISCUSSION…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, right, makes a point while
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks checks his notes and Assemblywoman Linda
Stender looks on.

David B. Corbin for The Times
AN INTERESTED AUDIENCE…Members of the community came to hear the
panelists speak at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building on Sunday afternoon.

David B. Corbin for The Times
COVERING THE EVENT…Michael Pollack, reporter for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, interviews Mayor Martin Marks after the discussion.
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workable.
“Property tax is the most unfair tax

on the books,” Mayor Marks said. “It
does not take into account the
taxpayer’s ability to pay.”

Mr. Corbin questioned why, “with
the state being $4 billion in debt in
this year’s budget and $25 billion in
debt just to cover the pension’s funds,
that all the actions considered by the
legislators have to deal with how to
collect taxes and not control expenses.
Now, Linda (Stender) and Jon
(Bramick)  – I’d like to hear, you’re
on the Assembly down there. I haven’t
seen a bill passed yet.”

Assemblywoman Stender broke
into the discussion by replying, “We
have passed a bill considering a Con-
stitutional Convention, and we are
talking about spending,  because we’re
talking about how we spend the money
raised to provide services.”

The antiquated system of basing a
tax on property values dates back to
medieval times, added former Mayor
Boothe. Other states have instituted
other taxes to fund schools. One of
the options discussed was raising the
income tax in order to fund public
schools.

A key issue debated by the panel-
ists was whether to solve the problem
by a special session of the legislature
or by a Constitutional Convention. A
Constitutional Convention would re-
quire voter approval to implement
and voter approval of any change in
the Constitution regarding the way in
which local services, such as schools,
are funded. A special session of the
legislature would not require voter
approval to be implemented. How-
ever, many of the panelists agreed
that the legislature has had ample
opportunities to discuss and vote on
this issue, but has failed to do so.

“Bills have been introduced to the
legislature on property tax many
times,” Senator Schluter said, “and
they were dead on arrival or voted
down. The legislature has said they
can’t address this issue, which is why
a Constitutional Convention is
needed.”

Senator Schluter was one of the
leading proponents and crafters of a
bill to convene a Constitutional Con-
vention, introduced to the legislature
in 2000.

Assemblywoman Stender said that,
although she supports either solu-
tion, a Constitutional Convention
would never work because the people
would not vote for any plan that im-
posed the Robin Hood method of tax
distribution to fund public schools. A
Constitutional Convention, she ex-
plained would redistribute taxes, such
as an income tax, more equitably,
taking money from affluent towns
and redistributing it to other districts.

Taxpayers in more affluent mu-
nicipalities would never approve such
a plan, she said. For this reason, she
believes a special session would be
the only way a new system would get
approved.

Mayor Marks said that the most
compelling reason to hold a Consti-
tutional Convention was because the
legislature has historically proven that
they are not willing to take up this
issue and resolve it.

Assemblyman Bramnick said that
the state legislature has never dis-
cussed the property tax issue. In fact,
he added, the legislature passed a bill
saying that they did not have the
political will to discuss the issue.

“Politicians are afraid of the me-
dia,” Assemblyman Bramnick added.
“The media, as the fourth arm of the
government, needs to say to the legis-
lature, you have to vote this up or
down. That’s their job.”

Scotch Plasins-Fanwood Board of
Education President Linda Nelson
thanked the other panelists for not
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blaming the school boards for the
escalating costs of property taxes.
She suggested that if the state would
pick up the tab for special education
and other mandates, property taxes
could be reduced significantly.

 Dr.  Foley stated that alternate
methods of funding in other states
have devastated their public schools,
such as Proposition 13 in California,
which reduced property taxes in the
early 1970s.

“A Constitutional Convention will
only make matters worse,” Dr. Foley
said.

“It is folly to think the legislature is
going to debate this,” Mayor Marks
said. “If you don’t support a conven-
tion, you are supporting the status
quo. History backs me up on this.”

“They (legislature) won’t vote for
it,” Senator Schluter responded.
“That’s not a reality in Trenton.”

Because a Constitutional Conven-
tion has to be approved by the public,
the delegates will have to come up
with a plan that is palatable to the
public, he said.

“However, if the Abbot Districts
are put on the agenda, it’s too divi-
sive,” said Senator Schluter. “And
will a plan by a Constitutional Con-
vention say that school districts should
be regionalized? No, they will have to
mandate it.”

Mayor Marks suggested that, be-
cause the legislature is politically
motivated, the issue would be too
partisan. A Constitutional Conven-
tion, on the other hand, would be
convened by 80 delegates, elected by
the people having no political affilia-
tions, in addition to 40 delegates se-
lected by the legislature.

Mayor Marks said that the bill cur-
rently on the floor of the Senate was
dead because acting Governor and
Senate President Richard Codey did
not post the bill.

“His legacy will be that he was the
biggest roadblock to property tax re-
form. I hope that the next Governor
has more spine,” Mayor Marks added.

Other options discussed included
shared services, regionalization of
school districts and the duplication of
services and waste by local, county
and state governments.

“There is a tremendous amount of
redundancy in government and
schools,” Mayor Mahr said, “but then
everyone wants home rule.” She
added, “We need to have intolerance
for those legislators who don’t vote.”

Mr. Boothe said that he is appalled
by how the gubernatorial candidates
have dropped the ball in not explain-
ing where the money is going to come
from after they cut property taxes.

Mayor Morgan decried legislators
who pass mandates with no under-
standing or concern for how it affects
local spending.

Mayor Marks proposed a challenge
to his fellow lawmakers and asked
Assemblywoman Stender and Assem-
blyman Bramnick to craft a bi-parti-
san bill with him .

When asked what he thought of the
panel discussion, Senator Schluter
told The Leader and The Times that it
was a good discussion, but that his-
tory has told us that a special session
of the legislature will not work.

“It’s a waste of time; it’s a stall,” he
said.

Assemblywoman Stender said that
the legislature has discussed this is-
sue and that she’s heard all of the
ideas expressed on the panel before.

“The legislature has debated this
before. I don’t see this as adding
anything new, but I am willing to
work with my colleagues on a resolu-
tion,” she said.

Scotch Plains resident Bruce Yaker,
who was in the audience along with
approximately 30 other citizens said,
“A plan is a plan; some are pragmatic
and some are idealistic, but what re-
ally matters is the character of the
man behind the plan.”

He said that the real difference
would come depending on who is
elected the next governor. Gloria
Yaker, his wife, said that the discus-
sion was helpful in getting all of the
different ideas on the table to educate
the public about the options.

The discussion was filmed and will
be aired by Comcast Channel 34 and
distributed to other local TV stations
and is available for viewing on the
Times Internet site at
www.goleader.com. For more infor-
mation, the e-mail address is
editor@goleader.com.

Smith, referring to the new place-
ment of the proposed driveway, at a
point where the road curves down a
hill, next to a bridge with a guardrail
that has repeatedly been mangled by
accidents.

The board’s decision had been post-
poned after another meeting in May
to give opponents time to prepare
their argument.

Over the course of the rally, more
and more residents turned out with
homemade signs and stood on the
island. Passing motorists on the busy
road honked their horns or shouted
“no houses” in response to some of
the rallying residents’ signs.

Fran Cardiff, Mr. Cardiff’s wife
said, “The island should be consid-
ered a landmark for this old farm
road. Building on it is a scary propo-
sition.”

“This is inappropriate develop-
ment,” resident Lisa Lang told The
Times. “(Mr. Lustbader and his sup-
porters) speak of improving the neigh-
borhood, but that’s exactly what
they’ll be destroying.”

“It’s not that we’re against devel-
opment,” Mrs. Cardiff added. “But
this plan will have large negative
effects on the environment and traf-
fic.”

Resident Art Lieberman discussed
his view about the quality of life for
a family living on the island: “Who
wants to live in the middle of a busy
street? The first thing (the people
who move in) will do is put up a huge
fence, wrecking the neighborhood
and isolating themselves.”

The “Save the Cooper Road is-
land” committee has a website at
www.cooperroad.org that outlines the
group’s argument and discusses the
natural environment and history of
the neighborhood, as well as making

        Photo courtesy of the Westfield Police Department
RESCUED…A 20-pound snapping turtle fell into one of the window wells at the
Westfield Police Station after leaving Mindowaskin Park pond. He was knocking
on Captain John Parizeau’s window at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday morning.

In selling these credits, homeowners
would be paid for placing permanent
deed restrictions on their properties,
limiting future changes. Each transac-
tion and the subsequent deed restric-
tions would be individually tailored in
accordance with the homeowners’
preferences, Ms. Mercer said.

Developers would seek to purchase
these credits in order to receive con-
cessions in density, square-footage,
building height and possibly other
construction advantages in the re-
ceiving zone. The program would
establish a base-line for the value of
the credits, but homeowners and de-
velopers would be free to privately
negotiate the sale of those rights.

Mr. Chidley explained that the de-
velopment rights could be disaggre-
gated, selling some restrictions and
not others, on an individual, house-
by-house basis.

Stan Slachetka, of T&M Associ-
ates, a consultant hired with TDR
grant money, outlined some of the
project’s other components and re-
quirements. Mr. Slachetka stated that
the advantages of the TDR was to
give developers less risk, less cost,
more certainty and profit regarding
the concessions they sought, while
insuring historic preservation and re-
taining home values for the borough.

Mr. Slachetka and Ms. Mercer em-
phasized that the program was com-
pletely voluntary and that individual
homeowners could opt-out even if
the program was implemented as an
option for their neighbors.

Mrs. O’Brien told The Times that
she and the Commission felt that addi-
tional consultants, such as real-estate
analysts and architects should be con-
sulted in order to properly evaluate all
of the potential detriments this pro-
gram could impose on the borough.

Ms. Mercer explained that devel-
opers would not be able to purchase
carte blanche to do whatever they
wanted because the Borough would
establish design standards and limi-
tations on what developers could do.

“There are serious concerns that
will be addressed at future hearings
and nothing has been decided yet,”
Mayor Mahr reassured those who ex-
pressed skepticism about the project.

Several residents who have con-
tributing homes in the historic dis-
trict asked the consultants to explain
various aspects of the program.

Ms. Mercer said that some of the
money collected from developers
could be put into a trust fund made
available to participating homeowners
for maintenance and renovation costs
in the future, thereby offsetting any
devaluation of their homes due to the
deed restrictions.

She added that some mortgage com-
panies might require participating
homeowners to re-mortgage their
loans, referred to as subordinating
the mortgage to the easement, de-
pending on how much of their home
was mortgaged out, if the deed re-
strictions placed on the home, sig-
nificantly changed the re-sale value.

Mayor Mahr asked homeowners in
the historic district to contact her
with their questions and comments.
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a comparison between the island on
Cooper Road and one on U.S. High-
way 22 in Union.

Bochicchio Medved of Rahway, a
former Rahway City Councilwoman.

The 22nd district includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Clark, Winfield and
Plainfield in Union County and sev-
eral Middlesex County towns.

According to the Union County
Clerk’s Office, incumbent Democratic
Freeholders Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth, 12,643; Nancy Ward of Linden,
12,730, and Board Chairman Rick
Proctor of Rahway, 12,119, turned
back a challenge from George
O’Grady, 2,371, and Marlene
Abitano, 2,202, of Elizabeth, and
Becky McHugh of Linden, 2,245,
and Robert Bender, 2,275, and
Rebecca Williams, 2,435, both of
Plainfield who ran with Mayor
McWilliams.

Republican freeholder candidates,
Fanwood Councilman Stuart Kline,
5,823; Garwood resident Patricia
Quattrocchi, 5,992, and Al Dill of Sum-
mit, 6,540, defeated Pete Peterson of
Summit, 3,735, and Jeff Katz of Spring-
field, 3,435. Mr. Peterson and Mr.
Katz ran on a line with Mr. Schundler.
All freeholder tallies were with 99.55
percent of the vote counted.
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Ohio Wesleyan Places
Keeton on Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Carolyn

Murielle Keeton, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. David Keeton of
Scotch Plains, has been named to
the Dean’s List at Ohio Wesleyan
University in Delaware, Ohio for
the spring 2005 semester. She is
a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

College Acceptances
Noted at Mo-Beard

MORRISTOWN – Morristown-
Beard School’s college counselors
have reported that the school’s 76
graduates from the Class of 2005 will
attend 46 different colleges and uni-
versities around the country.

Westfield residents Christopher
Adams will attend Elon University,
Mark Molowa will study at Dickinson
College, and Roshan Nozari will at-
tend Mount Holyoke College.

Christopher Meehan of Scotch
Plains will study at Wagner College.

Sarah Rosenberg of Berkeley
Heights will attend Lafayette College.
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