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Benjamin Solomon for The Times
THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES…Students traveled through gloomy Friday
weather to dance the night away at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Senior
Prom on June 3 at the Pine Manor in Edison. Pictured, left to right, are: Alex
Resnick, Melissa Franks, Kristen Barry, Abraham Hiatt, James McNamara,
Christine Deluca, Elizabeth Elko, and Corey Finemann.

Don Williams for The Times
RALLY AT THE ISLAND…Neighbors and supporters of the Save The Cooper Road Island
Committee participated at a rally Saturday to oppose construction of a house on the wooded
portion of the island. The committee has a website, www.cooperroad.org, and has put up
posters around Cooper Road, such as the sign shown in the inset.

Gas Station Expansion
Draws Some Opposition

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An appli-
cation before the Scotch Plains Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment for expan-
sion of a gasoline station drew pro-
tests from neighborhood residents
last Thursday night.

Cumberland Farms, the owner of
the Gulf gasoline station between
Route 22 and Mountain Avenue,
wants to expand the facilities by add-
ing four additional gas pumps to the
existing two pumps, covering the
pumping area with a canopy and
replacing three underground gas stor-
age tanks with three new ones that
will provide expanded capacity and
lessen the frequency of deliveries.

Site plans shown to the board
showed that delivery trucks enter-
ing the property from Route 22
would be able to exit the site and re-
enter the highway by  looping sharply
around or through the new pumps,
but board members and some Moun-
tain Avenue residents were skepti-
cal that such a maneuver could be
easily accomplished.

Residents expressed concern that
trucks, unable to directly re-enter
Route 22, would instead drive onto
Mountain Avenue and then access
westbound Route 22. There was also
some concern about whether there
will be adequate parking on the prop-
erty for cars awaiting servicing; the
site plans submitted called for about
12 spaces but some residents claimed
that there are often far more cars
parked on the site, including used
cars that are advertised for sale,

making the area an eyesore.
Because the hearing ran late into

the evening, the board decided to con-
tinue the hearing at a special meeting
on Wednesday, June 15. Originally,
that date was set for the continuation
of the hearing on the application by a
developer to build a home on the
Cooper Road island, but with an attor-
ney representing residents from that
neighborhood unable to attend next
week’s meeting, the zoning board will
put off the Cooper Road application.

Board Chairman Jim Fawcett said
he does not know when the Cooper
Road application will resume, since
he had promised earlier this spring
not to have hearings during the sum-
mer months.

In other business, the board approved
an application by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association
to build a second-story addition to the
concession booth at its Booth Field
facility on Valley Avenue.

Association President Joseph
Sebalao told the board the addi-
tional floor space, measuring about
27 feet by 20 feet, would be used to
house equipment that is presently
stored in two temporary storage con-
tainers adjacent to the field.

The board also approved a side yard
setback variance application by Joel
and Lela Redmount for a garage addi-
tion to their home at 3 Kevin Road, a
side yard setback variance application
by Ronald and Dorothy Lusk for an
addition to their home at 1700 Mohawk
Lane and a setback variance applica-
tion by Stephen Sheppard for an addi-
tion to his home at 1720 Raritan Road.

DCA Representative Explains TDR
Program to Borough Homeowners
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Times

FANWOOD – Borough Mayor
Colleen Mahr said at an information
meeting last week that a lot more
education by residents would be
needed in order to convey the benefits
of the Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) program in Fanwood.

The borough held the special infor-
mational meeting with homeowners
in the borough’s historic district last
Thursday to explain and discuss the
proposed implementation of a TDR
in their neighborhood.

More than 25 residents from the
borough’s historic district gathered
at the Forest Park building to hear a
presentation made by representatives
from the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs, Office of Smart
Growth and to view a slide show
describing how a TDR would operate
and how it might benefit them.

The chairman and vice chairman
of the Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission, Dee O’Brien and Joe
Nagy, also attended the meeting as
well as George Chidley from the New
Jersey Office of Historic Preserva-
tion. Mayor Mahr and several mem-
bers of the council and planning board
were also in attendance.

Mayor Mahr said the purpose of
the meetings was to see if there was
enough support for the program by
the homeowners who had contribut-
ing homes in the historic district to
warrant proceeding to the next step.

The consultants who gave the pre-
sentation were paid for through a
$120,000 grant from the DCA.
Fanwood was one of only five mu-
nicipalities chosen by the DCA to
receive the grant to implement the
program. The consultants are assist-
ing borough officials in disseminat-

ing information about the proposed
TDR to the public.

This is the third public presenta-
tion given by the Smart Growth con-
sultants in the borough. A second
grant of $40,000 will also be made
available to the borough if the pro-
gram goes forward.

Courtney Mercer, a representative
from the Office of Smart Growth,
showed a slide presentation explain-
ing some of the components of imple-
menting a TDR. The program would
assign credits for deed restrictions
placed on selected properties, in a
sending zone, an area deemed to be in
need of preservation, and sell those
credits to developers who wish to
develop properties in a receiving zone,

an area in need of redevelopment.
In a customary TDR, the purpose of

the deed restrictions in the sending
zone is to preserve open space or envi-
ronmentally-sensitive properties from
future development. However, in this
case, the TDR would be applied to
preserve homes in the borough’s his-
toric district. This application of a TDR
to a historic district would be the first of
its kind in the state, officials said.

Ms. Mercer explained that develop-
ers would purchase credits from home
owners in private transactions, facili-
tated by a professional real estate mar-
ket analyst, whose responsibility it
would be to determine the value of each
credit.

Panel Discusses Merits of Constitutional
Convention on Prop. Tax Reform at Forum

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks, who has
been outspoken on the need for a
property tax convention, called for a
forum, last month, to discuss the is-
sue of property tax reform. The
Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times newspapers agreed
to facilitate the event and invited rep-
resentatives from all levels of gov-

ernment for a discussion about prop-
erty tax reform and the merits of
holding a Constitutional Convention.

The format of the forum was a
panel discussion, held at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building on Sun-
day, June 5. The participants were
divided into two panels and questions
were directed to the panelists by mod-
erators from the staff of The Leader
and The Times. The panelists included:
Former State Senator Bill Schluter,

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick, Union
County Freeholder Dan Sullivan,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education President Linda Nelson,
Times reporter Fred Rossi and
publisherHorace Corbin on the  first
panel.

The second panel included: Union
County Finance Director Larry
Caroselli, New Providence Mayor and

Chairman of the League of Munici-
palities, Al Morgan, Westfield Super-
intendent of Schools William Foley,
former Mayor of Westfield Bud
Boothe, Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Times editor Paul Peyton, Sena-
tor Schluter and Mr.  Rossi.

At the top of the first panel discus-
sion, it was noted that  New Jersey has
the highest property tax in the nation;
in the last 10 years, New Jersey prop-
erty taxes have doubled, rising 7 per-
cent a year; the state’s property tax
has quadrupled in the last 20 years;
and in the last four years, the state has
raised property tax faster than any
other state.

Property taxes in New Jersey are
composed of funding for public
schools, municipal services, county
government, authorities, such as the
sewer tax, debt service and bonds for
projects such as parks and open space.

Most of the panelists agreed that
rising property taxes were a serious
problem and that the current system
of funding local services with prop-
erty taxes was not working.

Several panelists stated that basing
taxes on property values was unfair
and antiquated. How this problem
should be fixed was the chief focus of
the discussion with many options and
different opinions voiced by the
participants. They also agreed that
the issue of spending must be ad-
dressed. The current legislation be-
fore the State Senate addresses the
revenue side only and the Senate is
not authorized to discuss spending,
which many lawmakers feel is not

            David B. Corbin for The Times
DISCUSSING PROPERTY TAXES… Reporter Fred Rossi, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education President Linda Nelson, Union County Freeholder Dan Sullivan, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks, Assemblywoman Linda Stender,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, Former State Senator Bill Schluter and Horace Corbin, publisher of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, debated Sunday at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building; former Westfield Mayor Bud
Boothe and Senator Schluter listen as Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr makes a point; panelists Mayor Marks, Assemblywoman Stender, Assemblyman Bramnick and Mr. Schluter.

‘Save the Cooper Road Island’
Committee Holds Second Rally

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A group of
local residents gathered at the Cooper
Road island Saturday morning to rally
support against a bid to build a house
on the wooded half of the island.

The rally, sponsored by the grass
roots “Save The Cooper Road island”
committee, is the second the group
has held on the island since the vari-
ance was first presented to the
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment last November.

Committee Chairman
Don Cardiff of Wellington
Downs organized the event
in hopes of bringing more
supporters out against the
development. The hearing
for the application was to
have continued at the
board’s meeting on June 15
where the fate of the island
was to have been deter-
mined. Board Chairman Jim
Fawcett said last Thursday
that the Cooper Road appli-
cation would be resched-
uled, although a date has
not been selected.

“We want people to know
that their voices do make a
difference,” Mr. Cardiff told
The Times. “We have a civil
engineer, a planner and a
lawyer working with us, and
we’ll be giving our argu-
ment.”

The applicant, Mark

Lustbader of West Orange, wants to
develop property on the island cur-
rently owned by AT&T. Mr. Lustbader
first appeared before the board on
November 4, but residents opposing
the variance influenced the board to
delay a decision.

In January, expert witnesses hired
by Mr. Lustbader, including an attor-
ney, an engineer and a traffic consult-
ant, supported the application, but the
omission of a rights-of-way zone
along the westbound portion of Coo-

per Road for road expansion meant that
the property was smaller than origi-
nally anticipated, not up to the 40,000
square foot lot size mandated by the
residential zoning of the neighborhood.
Another change that developed was the
moving of the proposed driveway from
the western end of the island to a point
opposite Wellington Downs on the east-
bound side of Cooper Road.

“I think it’s going to be unsafe to
have a driveway there,” said Eric

Doug Forrester Defeats Bret Schundler
By 13,000; Faces Corzine in Gov. Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Times

AREA – Doug Forrester won the
Republican nomination for Governor
Tuesday over Bret Schundler and five
other candidates. Mr. Schundler, the
former Jersey City mayor and
Westfield High School football star,
fell short by 13,000 votes. He was
also defeated by Jim McGreevey in
the 2001 Gubernatorial race.

According to www.wnbc.com, with
98 percent of the vote counted, Mr.
Forrester, who lost to Frank
Lautenberg (D-NJ) in the 2002 U.S.
Senate race, held a commanding
105,067 to 92,156 or 5 percent lead
over Mr. Schundler.

Mr. Forrester will face U.S. Sena-
tor Jon Corzine (D-NJ) in November.
With 88 percent of the total vote and
193,208 tallies, Senator Corzine eas-
ily defeated two token challengers,
James Kelly, Jr. of Chester, 18,499
and 9 percent of the vote, and Francis

Tenaglio of Haddon Township, 8,268
votes and 4 percent of the total vote
cast.

Finishing out the field were Morris
County Freeholder John Murphy of
Morristown, 33,382 (11 percent),
Bogota (Bergen County) Mayor Steve
Lonegan, 24,007 (8 percent), Wash-
ington Township (Bergen County)
Councilman Robert Schroeder,
16,480 (6 percent), Bergen County
Assemblyman Paul Di Gaetano
(Nutley, R-36), 16,388 (6 percent),
and former Bergen County Freeholder
Todd Caliguire of Ridgewood, 7,366
(2 percent).

Eliminating and controlling esca-
lating property taxes and corruption
dominated this year’s GOP campaign.

Mr. Forrester has proposed an
elected independent auditor general
to eliminate wasteful state spending.
He has also vowed to end no-bid state
contracts as well as the pay-to-play
system in which lucrative state con-

tracts are awarded in exchange for
political donations.

Senator Corzine has also promised
also to reduce property taxes and sup-
ports an elected state comptroller.

In the race for the State House,
incumbents District 22 State Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood,
6,174 (36 percent), and Assembly-
man Jerry Green of Plainfield, 6,190
(37 percent), turned back a challenge
by Plainfield residents Barbara Todd
Kerr, 2,048 (12 percent), and Charles
Booker, 2,321 (14 percent), accord-
ing to www.wnbc.com.

Ms. Kerr and Mr. Booker ran on the
line with Plainfield Mayor Albert
McWilliams, who was bounced ear-
lier this year by the Union County
Democratic Committee. Mayor
McWilliams was defeated by
Plainfield Board of Education Presi-
dent Sharon Robinson, 2,657 to 2,352.
Tallies were with 100 percent of the
precincts reporting.

Assemblywoman Stender and As-
semblyman Green will now take on
Republicans Nancy Malool, a Scotch
Plains Councilwoman, and Elyse


