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Erratum
A front page Westfield High School

Prom photograph in last week’s Westfield
Leader was credited to Cassie Lo, but it
was actually taken by Greg Ryan.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PANEL DISCUSSION…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, right, makes a point while
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks checks his notes and Assemblywoman Linda
Stender looks on.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
AN INTERESTED AUDIENCE…Members of the community came to hear the
panelists speak at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building on Sunday afternoon.
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Constitutional Convention
Merits Discussed at Forum

schools.
A key issue debated by the panel-

ists was whether to solve the problem
by a special session of the legislature
or by a Constitutional Convention. A
Constitutional Convention would re-
quire voter approval to implement
and voter approval of any change in
the Constitution regarding the way in
which local services, such as schools,
are funded. A special session of the
legislature would not require voter
approval to implement. However,
many of the panelists agreed that the
legislature has had ample opportuni-
ties to discuss and vote on this issue,
but has failed to do so.

“Bills have been introduced to the
legislature on property tax many
times,” Senator Schluter said, “and
they were dead on arrival or voted
down. The legislature has said they
can’t address this issue, which is why
a Constitutional Convention is
needed.”

Senator Schluter was one of the
leading proponents and crafters of a
bill to convene a Constitutional Con-
vention, introduced to the legislature
in 2000.

Assemblywoman Stender said
that, although she supports either
solution, a Constitutional Conven-
tion would never work because the
people would not vote for any plan
that imposed the Robin Hood
method of tax distribution to fund
public schools. A Constitutional
Convention, she explained would
redistribute taxes, such as an in-
come tax, more equitably, taking
money from affluent towns and re-
distributing it to other districts.

Taxpayers in more affluent mu-
nicipalities would never approve
such a plan, she said. For this rea-
son, she believes a special session
would be the only way a new sys-
tem would get approved.

Mayor Marks said that the most
compelling reason to hold a Con-
stitutional Convention was because
the legislature has historically
proven that they are not willing to
take up this issue and resolve it.

Assemblyman Bramnick said that
the state legislature has never dis-
cussed the property tax issue. In
fact, he added, the legislature passed
a bill saying that they did not have
the political will to discuss the is-
sue.

“Politicians are afraid of the me-
dia,” Assemblyman Bramnick
added. “The media, as the fourth
arm of the government, needs to
say to the legislature, you have to
vote this up or down. That’s their
job.”

Scotch Plains - Fanwood Board
of Education President Linda
Nelson thanked the other panelists
for not blaming the school boards
for the escalating costs of property
taxes. She suggested that if the state
would pick up the tab for special
education and other mandates,
property taxes could be reduced
significantly.

Westfield Superintendent of
Schools Foley stated that alternate
methods of funding in other states
have devastated their public
schools, such as Proposition 13 in
California, which reduced property
taxes in the early 1970s.

“A Constitutional Convention will
only make matters worse,” Dr. Foley
said.

“It is folly to think the legislature is
going to debate this,” Mayor Marks
opined. “If you don’t support a con-
vention, you are supporting the status
quo. History backs me up on this.”

“They (legislature) won’t vote for
it,” Senator Schluter responded.
“That’s not a reality in Trenton.”

Because a Constitutional Conven-
tion has to be approved by the public,
the delegates will have to come up
with a plan that is palatable to the
public, he said.

“However, if the Abbot Districts
are put on the agenda, it’s too divi-
sive,” said Senator Schluter. “And
will a plan by a Constitutional Con-
vention say that school districts
should be regionalized? No, they
will have to mandate it.”

Mayor Marks suggested that be-
cause the legislature is politically
motivated, the issue would be too
partisan. A Constitutional Conven-
tion, on the other hand, would be
convened by 80 delegates, elected
by the people having no political
affiliations, in addition to 40 del-
egates selected by the legislature.

Mayor Marks said that the bill cur-
rently on the floor of the Senate was
dead because acting Governor and
Senate President Richard Codey did
not post the bill.

“His legacy will be that he was the
biggest roadblock to property tax re-

form. I hope that the next governor
has more spine,” Mayor Marks added.

Other options discussed included
shared services, regionalization of
school districts and the duplication of
services and waste by local, county
and state governments.

“There is a tremendous amount of
redundancy in government and
schools,” Mayor Mahr said, “but then
everyone wants home rule.” She
added, “We need to have intolerance
for those legislators who don’t vote.”

Mr. Boothe said that he is appalled
by how the gubernatorial candidates
have dropped the ball in not explain-
ing where the money is going to come
from after they cut property taxes.

Mayor Morgan decried the legisla-
tors who pass mandates with no un-
derstanding or concern for how it
affects local spending.

Mayor Marks proposed a challenge
to his fellow lawmakers and asked
Assemblywoman Stender and Assem-
blyman Bramnick to craft a biparti-
san bill with him.

When asked what he thought of the
panel discussion, Senator Schluter
told The Leader and The Times that it
was a good discussion, but that his-
tory has told us that a special session
of the legislature will not work.

“It’s a waste of time; it’s a stall,” he
said.

Assemblywoman Stender said
that the legislature has discussed
this issue and that she’s heard all of
the ideas expressed on the panel
before.

“The legislature has debated this
before. I don’t see this as adding
anything new, but I am willing to
work with my colleagues on a reso-
lution,” she said.

Scotch Plains resident Bruce
Yaker, who was in the audience
along with approximately 30 other
citizens said, “A plan is a plan;
some are pragmatic and some are
idealistic, but what really matters
is the character of the man behind
the plan.”

He said that the real difference
would come depending on who is
elected the next governor. Gloria
Yaker, his wife, said that the dis-
cussion was helpful in getting all of
the different ideas on the table to
educate the public about the op-
tions.

The discussion was filmed and will
be aired by Channels 34 and 35 and
distributed to other local TV stations
and is available for viewing on the
Leader/Times Internet site at
www.goleader.com. For more infor-
mation, the email address is
editor@goleader.com.

Senator Corzine has also prom-
ised also to reduce property taxes
and supports an elected stare comp-
troller.

In the race for the State House,
incumbents District 22 State As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood, 6,174 (36 percent), and
Assemblyman Jerry Green of
Plainfield, 6,190 (37 percent),
turned back a challenge by
Plainfield residents Barbara Todd
Kerr, 2,048 (12 percent), and
Charles Booker, 2,321 (14 percent),
according to www.wnbc.com.

Ms. Kerr and Mr. Booker ran on
the line with Plainfield Mayor
Albert McWilliams, who was
bounced earlier this year by the
Union County Democratic Com-
mittee. Mayor McWilliams was
defeated by Plainfield Board of
Education President Sharon
Robinson, 2,657 to 2,352. Tallies
were with 100 of the precincts re-
porting.

Assemblywoman Stender and As-
semblyman Green will now take on
Republicans Nancy Malool, a
Scotch Plains Councilwoman, and
Elyse Bochicchio Medved of
Rahway, a former Rahway City
Councilwoman.

The 22nd district includes Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Clark Winfield
and Plainfield in Union County and
several Middlesex County towns.

According to the Union County
Clerk’s Office, incumbent Demo-
cratic Freeholders Angel Estrada
of Elizabeth, 12,643; Nancy Ward
of Linden, 12,730, and Board Chair-
man Rick Proctor of Rahway,
12,119, turned back a challenge
from George O’Grady, 2,371, and
Marlene Abitano, 2,202, of Eliza-
beth, and Becky McHugh of Lin-
den, 2,245, and Robert Bender,
2,275, and Rebecca Williams,
2,435, both of Plainfield who ran
with Mayor McWilliams.

Republican freeholder candi-
dates, Fanwood Councilman Stuart
Kline, 5,823; Garwood resident
Patricia Quattrocchi, 5,992, and Al
Dill of Summit, 6,540, defeated
Pete Peterson of Summit, 3,735,
and Jeff Katz of Springfield, 3,435.
Mr. Peterson and Mr. Katz ran on a
line with Mr. Schundler. All free-
holder tallies were with 99.55 per-
cent of the vote counted.

College Acceptances
Noted at Mo-Beard

MORRISTOWN – Morristown-
Beard School’s college counselors
have reported that the school’s 76
graduates from the Class of 2005 will
attend 46 different colleges and uni-
versities around the country.

Westfield residents Christopher
Adams will attend Elon University,
Mark Molowa will study at Dickinson
College, and Roshan Nozari will at-
tend Mount Holyoke College.

Christopher Meehan of Scotch
Plains will study at Wagner Col-
lege.

Sarah Rosenberg of Berkeley
Heights will attend Lafayette College.
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Primary
Election

was reported stolen out of Caldwell
earlier that morning. At 4:27 p.m.,
two Garwood police cars were dis-
patched to pursue the stolen vehicle
down South Avenue. Westfield dis-
patched one cruiser. Captain Legg
confirmed that the arrest was made
without incident, but that the man
would not exit the vehicle at the offic-
ers’ insistence.

Sergeant Rodger said the officer’s
intentions were to turn down on a side
street, possibly Tuttle Parkway or by the
Monument to Veterans of World War 1.

Unbeknownst to the officer, Ser-
geant Rodger said, Colon turned down
a side street and struck Patrolman
Greg Kasko’s car from behind in front
of 959 North Avenue near the
Westfield Department of Public
Works building.

Sergeant Rodger explained, “This
was not our intent to box him in.”

“The man drove on a lawn to get
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Local Police Arrest Man After
Pursuit Ends In Front of DPW

around the traffic and then hit a light
post trying to get around the car he
just hit,” Sergeant Rodger told The
Leader.

Mr. Colon then reportedly put the
vehicle in reverse and accelerated,
but the vehicle was inoperable, said
Sergeant Rodger.

Sergeant Rodger said Mr. Colon
would not turn off the engine and exit
the vehicle, forcing officers to break
into the Blazer and shut it off.

Mr. Colon is reportedly being held
on $65,000 bail at the Union County
jail in Elizabeth. Captain Legg said
Garwood bail was listed at $50,000
and Westfield added another $15,000.

Captain Legg said Garwood police
charged Mr. Colon with possession
of a stolen vehicle, eluding police,
possession of drug paraphernalia and
resisting arrest. In addition, the cap-
tain said Garwood police charged him
with 11 motor vehicle violations.

After hearing Mrs. Sanzalone’s testi-
mony, Board Chairman Jay Boyle asked
if she and her husband had a home
inspection before buying the home a
year ago and if any of the problems she
had previously mentioned came up
during the inspector’s report.

Mrs. Sanzalone then testified that
some of them were mentioned, but
that she had no idea that the prices to
fix or update would be so high noting,
“We didn’t fully appreciate how much
they would be.” She stated that a
contractor had given her a quote of
$56,000 just to open up walls because
they were terracotta.

In her testimony, she noted that so
far they put in a new water line to the
street, replaced a sink, bathtub and a
bathroom floor and did some painting.

Neighbor Mike Bobertz testified
stating, “While I understand the fi-
nancial burden of a house that age, I
would have thought that would have
been thought of when entering a bid-
ding war to buy the house.”

He further stated that he didn’t think
“shoe-horning” another house on the
street would enhance the neighborhood.

Another neighbor, Mike Connelly,
testified in support of the application.
He said that he lived 200 feet away
and that he did receive notice of the
Sanzalone’s application. He noted that
although his neighbors might have
made a bad financial decision, he felt
the plans were good because it pre-
served the existing house.

Planning board member and town
councilman, James Foerst, asked Mr.
Connelly if he would change his sup-
port for the project if he knew that
once the existing house goes on the
market, the planning board has no
authority to preserve that house if a
developer buys it and wants to knock

it down.
Neighbor Terry Livesui said that he

was concerned about subdividing the
largest property in the neighborhood
to make another lot. He felt it was a
bad precedent to set and was con-
cerned that other homeowners with
even smaller lots would want to try to
subdivide, too.

During the voting process, Mr.
Boyle said that he felt it was impor-
tant to focus on the application before
the board and noted that all neighbor-
hoods are different. He stated that he
felt the house that will be built on the
new lot “will conform to the neigh-
borhood.”

The board approved the applica-
tion with conditions from the Site
Plan Review Committee, the Archi-
tectural Review Board and from Blais
Branchau, the professional planner
for the town.

Planning board members William
Ziff and Mr. Foerst voted against the
application.

Before the conclusion of the meet-
ing, board members heard testimony
from Adam Sapp, a professional engi-
neer licensed in Pennsylvania, from
Storm Water Management Inc. Mr.
Sapp was a witness for Carl and Olga
Teschke of 1532 and 1538 Rahway
Avenue, who are seeking a major sub-
division approval with no variances.

The applicants are looking to cre-
ate three lots from two existing lots.
They also want to demolish two ex-
isting houses and build three single-
family homes.

Mr. Sapp gave a presentation re-
garding a storm water filter that he
says must be addressed in future tes-
timony because of the new storm
water regulations from the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP).

He stated that the NJDEP has made
these new regulations because New
Jersey is the most densely populated
state. It was noted that testimony re-
garding the application would con-
tinue at the Thursday, July 7 meeting,
which is set to begin at 8 p.m.
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Minor Subdivision Approved As
Owner Claims Financial Burden

Ciarrocca said that the traffic safety
committee will investigate similar safety
methods at Franklin and McKinley
schools. Also, the committee will be
handling a review of the town’s cross-
ing guards and reexamining walking
routes throughout Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

McDermott

Court Trinity Awards
Grant to Alexander

WESTFIELD – Court Trinity of
the Catholic Daughters of America,
which awarded an annual scholar-
ship to a student at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, has given this
year’s grant to Kinya Shelby
Alexander of Plainfield.

Anna Checchio, Regent of Court
Trinity, made the announcement. Mrs.
Checchio presented the scholarship
during Holy Trinity’s graduation cer-
emonies on June 10.

Kinya is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Wilcox Alexander. She will at-
tend Mother Seton Regional High
School in Clark.
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BOE Honors Teachers of Year;
District Website to be Upgraded

Gillyard and Manetti Win
SNAC Logo Competition

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School (WHS) junior Samantha Manetti
and Edison Intermediate School eighth
grader Dominique Gillyard are the
grand prize winners of the SNAC
(School Nutritional Awareness Coun-
cil) logo contest held in April.

“We were overwhelmed with
the response,” said SNAC Co-
Chairperson Lisa Bleich. “We had
over 100 entries from the high
school and two middle schools.
Each of the entries was wonderful
— we had a hard time narrowing
down the finalists.”

The initial 100 entries were
whittled down to 20 finalists.
The students and staff at the
middle and high schools voted
on their favorites during lunch
period.

The SNAC logo will be based
on Samantha’s entry and the
“SNAC Heroes” designed by
Dominique will be used to com-
municate fun, quick nutritional
tips to Westfield students. Both
winners will receive dinner for two at
the Northside Trattoria.

The five runners up included Alexa
Zepka, a seventh grader at Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS), Lauren
Sullivan, an eighth grader at RIS, Liz
LiSooey, an eighth grader at RIS, Gab
Cerami, a seventh grader at RIS, and
Kathleen Solan, an 11th grader at WHS.

All of the runners up will receive a
gift certificate for Planet Smoothie.

SNAC was formed after a showing of
the movie, Super Size Me at the Rialto
Theatre in December of 2004.

Approximately 100 concerned parents,
local merchants, students, teach-
ers, principals, nurses, physicians
and dieticians joined together to
create this grassroots council.
SNAC’s mission is to foster a
positive nutritional environment
in the Westfield Public Schools,
empowering students and fami-
lies to make healthy food choices.

SNAC will provide tips on
healthy eating choices, with
illustrations provided by
Samantha and Dominique.

“What we really want to do is
to educate students as to how to
make good nutritional choices,
and make sure healthy options
are available in the school envi-
ronment,” stated Sara
McKeown, SNAC Co-Chair-
person.

SNAC is under the auspices of the
Westfield Parent-Teacher Council.

“Westfield is a leader in this state-
wide nutritional awareness effort,”
stated Ms. McKeown. “The New Jer-
sey State Senate panel recently approved
a package of measures to prohibit pub-
lic elementary and middle schools from
selling soda and junk food,” she added.

Dominique Gillyard

Samantha Manetti

Roosevelt, Edison Math Pupils
Take Regional Championships

WESTFIELD — Roosevelt (RIS)
and Edison Intermediate Schools (EIS)
in Westfield were named regional cham-
pions by the New Jersey Mathematics
League.

The league recently announced that
RIS’s seventh and eighth grade teams
were both ranked first in Union County.
Edison’s seventh grade team received
second place in the county.

Based on the New Jersey Mathemat-
ics League scores from the top 25
schools, RIS’s eighth grade team ranked
15th in the state out of 222 competing
schools. RIS’s seventh graders placed
19th and EIS’s seventh grade team placed
24th out of 226 participating schools.

The schools participated in the an-
nual competition on February 15, with
the contest results recently released by

the league.
Individual students also placed high

in the competition. Michael Zhu of RIS
was ranked fourth in the state and first
in the region. EIS eighth grader David
Chen and RIS eighth grader Ed Purcell
tied for second in the region.

RIS eighth grader Philip Queller was
named fourth in the region. RIS sev-
enth grader Yixiao Wang scored first in
the region and 21st in the state. EIS
seventh grader Zach Helfand scored
second in the region, with Michael
Eilbacher and Dalton Mack tying for
fourth in the region.

The site will also contain contact
information for the administrative sec-
tion of the department and informa-
tion pertaining to the BOE, including
agendas for upcoming meetings and
minutes from previous meetings.

Each school will also have its own
website. A school can post dates and
times for events on its page, and each
school’s page will contain links to the
school’s departments. While each
school’s web page will be subject to its
own unique design, a number of links
on the left side of the page will remain
standard throughout each school.

Finally, each teacher will eventu-
ally have his or her own web page.
This process should be complete by
June of 2006, with 30 district teach-
ers attending workshops on web de-
sign this summer in hopes that they
will then be able to bring what they

learn back to their peers. These 30
teachers will have web pages starting
in the fall.

Ms. Mammen was followed by Hal
Johnson, Westfield’s chief technol-
ogy officer. Mr. Johnson told the board
a proposal for laying a network of
fiber-optic cable between the district’s
buildings is “in place.”

The proposal will be further dis-
cussed with Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley and BOE
Secretary Robert Berman before any
action is taken.

Mr. Johnson went on to detail a mul-
titude of projects being completed this
summer, including the re-tasking of some
computers from the administrative net-
work as computers for the district’s vari-
ous libraries. In addition, a new proxy
server used to monitor student online
activity will be installed at WHS.
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