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By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SSSSShubanjali School of Phubanjali School of Phubanjali School of Phubanjali School of Phubanjali School of Perererererformingformingformingformingforming
ArArArArArtststststs, a Scotch Plains-based dance or-
ganization, will stage SSSSSplash the plash the plash the plash the plash the WWWWWon-on-on-on-on-
derderderderder on SSSSSaturaturaturaturaturdaydaydaydayday, J, J, J, J, June 4,une 4,une 4,une 4,une 4,     at 5 pat 5 pat 5 pat 5 pat 5 p.m. at.m. at.m. at.m. at.m. at
the the the the the TTTTTerrill Merrill Merrill Merrill Merrill Middle School audito-iddle School audito-iddle School audito-iddle School audito-iddle School audito-
rium. rium. rium. rium. rium. ThisThisThisThisThis colorful two-hour perfor-
mance will feature 11 classical and folk
dances choreographed by the school’s
artistic director Suba Ramesh Parmar,
who will perform a dramatic piece that
praises the flute-wielding Lord Krishna.
Call (908) 490-0732 to purchase tick-
ets or for directions. Admission is $10
and includes a selection of Indian re-
freshments. Grand Sponsor tickets are
available in $25, $50 and $100 de-
nominations for the first four rows. A
portion of the proceeds will go toward
tsunami relief efforts.

* * * * * * *
There will be two sessions of the

Watchung Arts Center’s SSSSSummer 2005ummer 2005ummer 2005ummer 2005ummer 2005
Life DLife DLife DLife DLife Drawing Srawing Srawing Srawing Srawing Studio Gtudio Gtudio Gtudio Gtudio Grrrrroupoupoupoupoup, both
beginning in mid-June. The first, start-
ing on Wednesday, June 8, will meet
every two weeks from 7 to 10 p.m. The
Saturday group begins on June 11, and
will meet every two weeks from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. The fee is $85 per session, or
$170 for both paid in advance. Space
permitting, walk-in participation is $17
per session (please call before attend-
ing). Serious artists and models are
needed. Contact Brian at (973) 857-
3098, eyewerks@aol.com or at http://
watchungarts.org/.

* * * * * * *
ArArArArArts Its Its Its Its Inspirnspirnspirnspirnspireeeee, a day of panel discus-

sions and creative workshops for indi-
vidual artists, will take place on Satur-
day, June 11, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. in the University Center at Kean
University, 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union. New Jersey artists of all disci-
plines are invited to attend the day of
networking and learning. The keynote
speaker will be Christine Campbell of
Artsgenesis, a nationally known arts-
in-education organization. The regis-
tration fee is $12 per person, which
includes continental breakfast, lunch,
snacks and all materials. To request a
brochure or to register, call (908) 558-
2550, or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

* * * * * * *
Appearing and disappearing daily

at Six Flags Great Adventure’s Show-
case Theater, MMMMMaster Iaster Iaster Iaster Iaster Illusionist Bllusionist Bllusionist Bllusionist Bllusionist Bradradradradrad
RRRRRossossossossoss of Scotch Plains is spending the
season entertaining and delighting.
He will be there until September 5,
with lots of feats, escapes, antics, and
audience participation. Visit
www.bradross.com for details.

* * * * * * *
There’s still time to see the world

premiere performance of HHHHHappyappyappyappyappy

LLLLLOOOOOCCCCCALALALALAL S S S S STTTTTARARARARARSSSSS

EEEEEmmy-Wmmy-Wmmy-Wmmy-Wmmy-Winning inning inning inning inning WWWWWestfielderestfielderestfielderestfielderestfielder’’’’’sssss
DDDDDocumentarocumentarocumentarocumentarocumentary to Air Jy to Air Jy to Air Jy to Air Jy to Air June 18une 18une 18une 18une 18
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Ray Romano of

CBS’ “Everybody Loves Raymond” and
the Kevin James of CBS’ “King of
Queens” are the focus of Making The
Cut, the newest documentary by Emmy
Award winner Matt Maranz of Westfield.

The documentary will air on HBO,
premiering on Saturday, June 18, at 9 p.m.

Making The Cut chronicles the quest
of Mr. Romano and Mr. James, best
friends and golf fanatics, to make the
cut at the famous Pebble Beach Pro-
Am golf tournament in February.

According to Mr. Maranz, the story
begins just hours after Mr. Romano
films the final episode of “Everybody
Loves Raymond,” while he hopes his
obsession with golf can replace the void
caused by the end of his show’s historic

nine-year run.
Next, noted Mr. Maranz, the docu-

mentary follows the pair’s “extensive
and often hilarious preparation for the
event. Funny and surprisingly poi-
gnant, Making The Cut showcases two
great friends on the golfing adventure
of a lifetime.”

A nine-time Emmy winner, Mr.
Maranz is the Executive Producer of
441 Productions, one of television’s
leading producers of non-fiction pro-
gramming. His company has produced
programming for HBO, ESPN, NBC,
CBS, ABC, TNT, MTV and other
networks.

Mr. Maranz is also the Co-Creator
and Producer of “World Series of Poker”
on ESPN.
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Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING & SUMMER SESSIONS NOW  FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield
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By JOSH HAMERMANBy JOSH HAMERMANBy JOSH HAMERMANBy JOSH HAMERMANBy JOSH HAMERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Long before J.
Lo, there was DJ GLO, the stage name
Westfield native Angelo Ucciferri used
when he worked as an electronica (mu-
sic created with electronic or comput-
erized instruments) deejay in dance
clubs.

“GLO” was a reference to three let-
ters in his first name. Mr. Ucciferri
later formed his own electronica band,
but he retained GLO when contem-
plating a name for the group. GLO
became an acronym for “Ground Level
Organization.”

“First and foremost, we were starting
at the ground level of music creation,”
Mr. Ucciferri told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
“We were also an organization because
at first, there would be different players
and instruments in every show. We
were a project — an electronic music
experiment — before we found a per-
manent lineup.”

GLO has distinguished itself as a
promising up-and-coming local band.
The group performed at the famous
Knitting Factory in New York City on
April 15, and for the past two years,
they were a weekly fixture at The Cross-
roads in Garwood (where they now
play monthly).

GLO has brought its music to audi-
ences at a variety of other clubs in New

Jersey and New York, and has opened
for Amfibian, a band fronted by Phish
lyricist Tom Marshall, and Gordon
Stone, Phish’s pedal steel player.

Mr. Ucciferri’s passion for music
began in Westfield. He learned to play
the violin at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts’ Westfield Summer Work-
shop, and in middle school, he began

playing the drums and bass/guitar.
During his four years at Westfield

High School (WHS), Mr. Ucciferri, a
member of the Class of 1997, played
the saxophone.

“My music education in Westfield
was important because I learned how
to play a lot of different instruments,”
he said. “Knowing how to play a vari-
ety of instruments helps a lot when you
have a band.”

After high school, Mr. Ucciferri at-
tended Montclair State University,
where he majored in broadcasting. His
broadcasting background helped him
land his day job — director of opera-

tions for News 12 New Jersey’s Edison
studios. Mr. Ucciferri’s News 12 New
Jersey connection led to GLO being
featured in a half-hour special on the
network in March.

GLO’s music, which was transmit-
ted into numerous Garden State homes
via News 12 New Jersey, is labeled by
the band as “groovin’-electrofunk-fu-
sion.”

“We don’t take it too seriously. We
just have to categorize what we do,”
Mr. Ucciferri said. “We groove and we
perform funky electronica music, but
at the root of it all is fusion. Fusion is a
music genre that combines rock and
jazz, but it also refers to what we do —
we bring together different genres to
create our own unique musical genre.”

In 1999, Mr. Ucciferri began the
process that would eventually lead to
GLO’s formation. Even though he en-
joyed spinning records as a deejay, he
wanted to take on a challenge — play-
ing electronica music live.

“I saw a void of live electronic music,
and I wanted to create an outlet for
that,” he said. “No one was playing this
music live back then, but it’s difficult to
play electronica live because the music
is typically created ahead of time with
computers and electronic instruments.”

Mr. Ucciferri set up his laptops, syn-
thesizers, and other electronic equip-
ment in a club and made sounds on
demand in front of crowds who were
expecting to hear regular dance music.

“I was showing a live audience the
same process that a producer would use
to create this music in a studio, which
was revolutionary at the time,” he said.

Eventually, Mr. Ucciferri began in-
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – On the evening of
May 11 in New York City, 38 students
enrolled in the “Creating Original
Opera” class at Edison Intermediate
School (EIS) performed at a reception
for the Metropolitan Opera Guild,
which was held in Manhattan at the
home of Guild board member Susan
Morris.

Westfield students performed a short
segment of their upcoming produc-
tion, “Caught Up”, for the invited
audience of patrons.

Edison’s program was chosen by
Guild Education Director Debra Evans
to be the “model program” for this
event.

Before the performance, student
ambassadors welcomed guests and ex-
plained their display on the creation
process involved in producing an origi-
nal opera.

Following the performance, student
company members and teachers an-
swered questions about the program
and the steps in the creative process.

The “Creating Original Opera” pro-
gram, sponsored by the Metropolitan
Opera Guild, is designed to give par-
ticipants the opportunity of experi-
encing the creative process involved in

producing an original opera.
Students audition for and are as-

signed to one of 12 positions within
the opera company, and then work
with trained school staff members to
take the process from the beginning
(picking a company name) through
the end (the performance of the piece).

In between, the students design and
build sets, create costume and make-
up designs, build lighting systems, write
lyrics and script, compose music,
launch a publicity campaign, docu-
ment the company’s progress and re-
hearse and perform the opera.

Performance dates for Edison Inter-
mediate School’s “Caught Up” are Tues-
day and Wednesday, June 7 and 8.

For more information, please call
the school at (908) 789-4470.

This marks the sixth opera produced
at Edison Intermediate School.

Lyn Aleksandrowicz and Ken Horn
are the teachers who make this oppor-
tunity available to the eighth graders at
Edison, as a result of a grant from the
Dodge Foundation that provided train-
ing for the teachers.

This is the third year that Edison
Intermediate School is involved with the
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By DON WILLIAMSBy DON WILLIAMSBy DON WILLIAMSBy DON WILLIAMSBy DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The
Westfield High School
(WHS) Fine Arts De-
partment held its an-
nual Senior Fine Arts
Recognition Night
on May 25 in the
school cafeteria,
during which
teachers in the de-
partment gave se-
niors awards for
their participation
and accomplish-
ments in the arts.

The evening began
with a short performance
by the WHS Jazz En-
semble, which Fine
Arts Supervisor Dr.
Linda King intro-
duced as having won
numerous awards and
honors this season.

“We’re still trying to
get support for a second
jazz band for next year,”
said Dr. King. “It’s impor-
tant that students who have
been playing (in jazz en-
sembles) through
middle school have
an opportunity to
play in a band at the
high school before
they are juniors or
seniors.”

Dr. King pre-
sented Madeline
Bristol Scholarships to se-
niors Maggie Lee, Christo-
pher Velderman and David
Reinhardt. The scholarship was estab-
lished in 1990 by
Tony Bristol in
memory of his
mother, and is
awarded to stu-
dents who dem-
onstrate high in-
terest and achieve-
ment in the arts.

Drama teacher
Joe Nierle awarded
Drama Achieve-
ment Scholarships to Emily Greenberg and
Greg Ryan. Mr. Nierle cited Emily’s talent
and experience in performance, writing
and directing. Greg was recognized for his
dedication toward and achievement of ex-
cellence in stage management, as he has set
up the stage for drama department presen-
tations over the last three years. Parents of
students in the drama program sold conces-
sions at performances to raise money for
these scholarships.

Vocal music teacher Sharon Reynolds
presented Chris Hild with the Old
Guard of Westfield Award, granted by

an organization of retired business and
professional men. Ms. Reynolds com-

mended Chris’s “strong sense of
dedication to our program.”

She also presented the
Woman’s Club of

Westfield’s Music
Award to Jeffrey
Hogan. The award
is given in memory
of Connie Strachan.

Vocal music
teacher Bill
Mathews presented

concert choir awards
to distinguished vocal-

ists Emily Greenberg, Jeff
Greenlaw, Christina Henry
and Jen Gerkens.

Instrumental music
teacher Raymond
Wojcik bestowed
awards to members
of the WHS bands
and orchestras. The
National School Or-
chestra Award, pre-

sented nationwide to
the top orchestral musi-

cian in each high school,
went to Carina Don.

“Carina has been in-
credibly dedicated to our
program, playing in
Chamber Orchestra
for four years,” said Mr.
Wojcik. “We have
been fortunate to have
her as a fixture in our
program, especially on
an instrument that is

often overlooked — the
viola.”

The Directors Awards for Band
went to Christopher Velderman, David

Reinhardt, Jeffrey
Bayne, Lauren
Nolan, Gregory
Salmon, Benjamin
Wieder, Nicholas
Malaspina and
Brett Paulan. Mr.
Wojcik presented
each student with
“personalized”
packages in honor
of these awards, ex-

plaining that “these students are more
than just musicians, they are also my
friends. We share a unique sense of humor,
and these awards reflect that.”

He also presented some new and
one-time awards tailored to their re-
cipients. Annie Onishi received the
Espirit d’Wind Ensemble award for
her cheeriness in class and performance.
Ryan Reber was given the Palindrome
Award, “an award that will only be
given once, to Ryan, because (his name)
is one.” Greg Ryan was presented with
the Broken Hammer Award for his

work in stage management in musical
performances.

WHS Jazz Ensemble Director Daniel
Zugale presented two awards to mem-
bers of the ensemble. Christopher
Velderman was awarded the Louie
Armstrong Award. Mr. Zugale men-
tioned Christopher’s exceptional
achievement in the ensemble, as well as
his repeated experience in the New Jer-
sey All-State Jazz Ensemble and his se-
lection in the All-Eastern Jazz Ensemble.

Mr. Zugale gave Gilad Edelman the

Woody Herman Award in recognition
of his participation in the ensemble,
his “mature understanding of jazz” and
his record of receiving an award in each
competition in which the jazz ensemble
competed.

Marching Band Director Michael
Fackelman presented Drum Major
Awards to senior Lauren Nolan and

HHHHHigh School Sigh School Sigh School Sigh School Sigh School Student tudent tudent tudent tudent TTTTTurnsurnsurnsurnsurns
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By MICHAEL POLLACKBy MICHAEL POLLACKBy MICHAEL POLLACKBy MICHAEL POLLACKBy MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD —“I’ve always
been into film,” Westfield High
School senior Rachel Gordon told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “I want to
be a director some day.”

While her career may eventually
take that turn, Rachel, for now, is
planning her own reality TV show.
For her senior project requirement,
“Big House” will feature five high
school women living at the Rachel’s
residence from Friday, June 3 to
Sunday, June 5.

The girls, Maria Kheyman, a fresh-
man; Megan Kealy, a senior; Athina
Doutis, a senior; Paulina Menares-
Brown, a sophomore; and Kaitlin
Kominsky, a freshman,  are respon-
sible for formulating a way to earn
the most money as possible. Rachel
compared her show to a combina-
tion of equal parts “Real World”

(MTV),” “Trigger Happy TV”
(Comedy Central) and FOX’s
“American Idol.”

The original plan, Rachel said,
called for filming a full-length movie.
“But considering time restraints, we
had to switch genres,” she said. “And
I thought that reality shows are inter-
esting from the aspect of how you get
artificial drama — whether it’s
through trick editing or otherwise.”

Rachel became interested in edit-
ing two years ago in her TV 1 class
during her junior year. She is taking
TV Independent Study this year and
has completed two years of editing.
When she went to Michigan during
her sophomore year, she discovered
screen writing. Previously, she wanted
to be an actress, but going to Michi-
gan got her interested in editing.

Last summer, she attended Boston
University to study film and her ideas
took off.
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