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Visit Liberty Hall For These Exciting Events

The British are Coming!
A commemoration of Battle of Connecticut Farms

Weekend, June 4 & 5

Firehouse Museum, Grand Opening

Saturday, June 25

Tea every Wednesday afternoon.
10% discount with advertisement, excluding Tea.

1003 Morris Avenue, Union • 908-527-0400
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – Tomorrow’s
Voices – A Broadway Review, in memory
of Dawn Ciasulli, will be presented at
Deerfield School, 302 Central Avenue in
Mountainside, tomorrow, June 3, at 7 p.m.
in the school auditorium/gymnasium.

The review, which is sponsored by
the Mountainside Education Founda-
tion, will benefit the educational projects
sponsored by the foundation for the
borough’s public school children.

Admission is $5 per person with a
$20 limit per family.

A beloved resident of Mountainside,
Mrs. Ciasulli devoted much of her
time and artistic talents to the theater
and arts departments of schools and
churches in Mountainside and Berke-
ley Heights. This is the foundation’s
second event held in her memory.

Selections from the Broadway musi-
cals Thoroughly Modern Millie,
Hairspray and Wicked will be performed
and sung on Friday evening by Deerfield
pupils Ellisa Goldberg, Caitlyn Will-
iams, Lillian Barreto, Jesse Kline, Nicole
Locorriere, Gabriel Rodrigues, Robbie
Krienke, Diane Jletaty, Jordan Kizmann
and Becky Witt.

Cast members from Governor
Livingston (GL) High School include
Nora Kinney, Raquel Rodrigues,
Veronica Thomas and Lindsay Thomas,
all Deerfield graduates and active mem-
bers of the GL theater department.

Angelina Krawec, a Deerfield and
GL graduate, is attending Union
County College as a theater arts major.
She performs in and directs several of
the scenes in tomorrow evening’s show.

Mia Pafumi and Laura Schwab of
Westfield, who will also take the stage
tomorrow night, have participated in
shows at Edison Intermediate School
and Westfield High School. Last sum-
mer, they sang in the opera The Magic
Flute in Rome, Italy as part of The Rome
Festival. Both girls auditioned for, were
accepted and participated in the Central
Jersey Regional Chorus in 2005.

Teachers Lee Kline and Linda
Shanahan will perform in a segment of
Hairspray, while Jeanette Maraffi, an-
other teacher, will sing the part of
Motormouth in the same musical. Lynn
Slotkin will narrate the evening’s per-
formances.

A silent auction will be held before
the show and during intermission with
Broadway posters and autographs of
stars such as Hugh Jackman, Alfred
Molina, Idina Menzel, George Hearn,
Michael McKean, Jennifer Laura Th-
ompson, Dick Latessa, Mark Shaiman,
and Scott Whitman. Tickets to the
Broadway version of Hairspray will
also be auctioned.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, please call (908) 405-9327.
Tickets are also available at the door.
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FFFFFANWANWANWANWANWOOD OOD OOD OOD OOD — The Fanwood Arts
Council will sponsor a free poetry reading
featuring award-winning poets Penny
Harter of Summit and Gabrielle Falco of
Fanwood on Thursday, June 9, at 8 p.m. in
the Patricia Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, next to Fanwood Borough Hall.

The author of 16 books, Ms. Harter has
been widely published in the United States
and abroad. She is a teacher, a New Jersey
State Arts Council fellow and the recipi-
ent of numerous awards for her poetry,
including the William O. Douglas Nature
Writing Award.

Gabrielle is a junior at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School who was selected
to attend the Governor’s School for cre-
ative writing this summer. She was a win-

ner in the 2004 and 2005 Rutgers High
School Poetry Contests, and she read at
the Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival
last September.

The featured poetry readings will be
followed by an open reading. Local poets
are welcome to read one of their poems
during the open session.

The evening of poetry will also cel-
ebrate the publication of this year’s issue of
the Fanwood-based poetry journal, Exit
13. Fanwood resident Tom Plante, editor
and publisher of Exit 13 since its incep-
tion in 1988, will be on hand to introduce
some of the 18 New Jersey poets whose
work is included in the new issue.

For more information, please call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The newly
formed drama club at Park Middle School
in Scotch Plains will debut an original
didactic play, Rainbow Blue, written and
directed by local children’s book author
and poet, Gwyn English Nielsen, on
Monday, June 6, at 7:30 p.m. at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains.

The play, a comedy-drama about the
importance of tolerance, features the tal-
ents of 16 seventh and eighth grade stu-
dents from Park.

Nicole Ostrowski leads the cast in the
title role, followed by Ryan McTernan as
Mr. Dickens, an ornery English teacher,
and Brianna Provenzano as Mrs. Hilfen,
an inventive guidance counselor.

The students of the fictional Globe
Middle School are played by Rachel
Pincus (Chelsea), Kate Barker (Kim),
Zak Koch (Joe), Mike Passarelli (Eric),
Lauren Harnett (Erin), Vanessa Stanback

(Ashley), Gerard Smithwrick (Sean),
Maria Seidel (Dawn), Remy Bernardo
(Michele), Marina Dugan (Tilly), Sarah
Brumfield (Gail), Zach Streng (Steven),
and Nick Kosciolek (Anthony).

Saxony Nielsen will be the stage man-
ager for the production.

The cast and crew will also present Rain-
bow Blue as an assembly for the students of
both Park and Terrill Middle Schools.

Ms. Nielsen, who is also a teacher of
language arts at Terrill, said that she
“hopes that the creative, surprising plot
of the play will help young audiences
recognize the negative impact of bullying
and alienating fellow students simply
because they are unique.”

The public is invited to attend the June
6 performance at Terrill. To help promote
theatrical arts in both middle schools, do-
nations will be accepted at the door on the
evening of the performance.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Young Artists’ Cooperative Theatre
(WYACT) has received a $25,000 grant
from the National Endowment for the
Arts’ (NEA) Summer Schools in the Arts
Program. Only 25 arts organizations in the
United States have received this honor.

The NEA is the largest annual funder of
the arts in the United States. The
organization’s mission statement, as reported
in the NEA online news release, states,
“The NEA is a public agency dedicated to
supporting excellence in the arts, both new
and established; bringing the arts to all
Americans; and providing leadership in
arts education.”

WYACT is one of the most celebrated
and critically acclaimed non-profit youth
theatre companies in New Jersey. The orga-
nization provides professional performing
arts classes from September through May,
and, in the summer, presents professional-
level theatrical productions, musicals and
straight plays, comprised primarily of as-
piring young talent.

This summer, WYACT, in long-standing
partnership with the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark, will present
a WYACT production of Frank Loesser’s
classic musical, Guys and Dolls in NJPAC’s
Victoria Theatre and at the Algonquin Arts
Theatre (AAT) in Manasquan.

The process will be evaluated by the
NEA so that it can gain knowledge and
insight as to what the WYACT summer
program actually entails. An independent
evaluator will access cast members’ knowl-
edge and performance skills in the fields of
drama, dance, and music.

At the end of this program, the evaluator
will again access cast members so the NEA
can see what they have learned throughout
the summer. Next, the NEA will deliver
this information (regarding the learning
outcomes) from WYACT, as well as infor-
mation from the other 24 grant recipients,
to public policy makers and leaders in the
arts education field in Congress.

WYACT Artistic Director Cynthia
Meryl stated, “We are extraordinarily grate-
ful to be selected by the prestigious Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts and thrilled
to be recognized on a national level.”

Guys and Dolls will be presented at
NJPAC from Friday, July 15, to Sunday,
July 24; and at the AAT in Manasquan
from Friday, July 29, to Sunday, August 7.

For tickets at NJPAC, please call (888)
GO-NJPAC; or at the AAT, please call the
box office at (732) 528-9211.

To learn more about WYACT, visit
www.westfieldnj.com/wyact. For further
information on WYACT’s performing arts
classes, e-mail wyactnj@comcast.net.
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HHHHHourourourourour by John Wooten. Based on a true
story, this feature presentation of the
New Jersey Playwrights Festival of New
Plays is set in the desert, and examines
one thought-provoking aspect of the
American dream. It is being staged at
The 12 Miles West Center for the Arts
in Bloomfield through June 12. Call
(973) 259-9187. Tickets are $20 to
$25.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you know someone who will soon
be celebrating a birthday, Mary
Engelbreit’s “Happy to You”
(Andrews McMeel Publish-
ing) makes a nice present.
It’s a small book that comes
complete with confetti, and
of course, Ms. Engelbreit’s
wonderful illustrations.

The book is actually writ-
ten by Patrick Regan, but
the introduction is pure
Engelbreit. One of the
things she mentions up front
is that she has been accused
of treating her birthday as a
national holiday.

Ms. Engelbreit’s
celebratory illustrations are
what make this book. Even
if there are no birthdays com-
ing up, the little sayings scat-
tered throughout the book
make it a nice keepsake to
pull out and read anytime
you feel like celebrating.

Erica Silverman’s “Cow-
girl Kate and Cocoa”
(Harcourt, Inc., 2005) is an
easy-to-read book that is complete in
four chapters that can best be described
as adorable. Young readers, especially
those who love or ride horses, will be
enchanted by it. It is targeted towards
beginning readers.

Know a child who likes to play in the
rain? “I Love the Rain” by Margaret
Park Bridges (Chronicle Books, 2005)
is the perfect book for him or her. It’s a
delightful story that encourages imagi-
nation. Molly and Sophie turn the rain
into car races, tap dancers and floating
rafts for ants.

“Do Princesses Really Kiss Frogs?”
(Rising Moon, 2005) is a picture book
sequel to “Do Princesses Really Wear
Hiking Boots?” (2003). As the princess
and her daddy take a hike through the
woods, she becomes enthralled by na-
ture. The true-rhyme of this book makes
it perfect to read aloud, as well as bring
along on those hiking trips. The last
page of the book contains a place for the
princess-reader to place her very own
picture. Also included in the back are
activities to reinforce reading.

Any child who has a cat (or cats) as
pets will enjoy reading “Five Creatures”
by Emily Jenkins (Frances Foster Books,
2005). Five creatures live in this family

— three humans and two
cats. Using delightful prose
and illustrations, the narra-
tor, a little girl, shows that
her pets aren’t that much
different from her parents
and herself.

With summer vacation
just around the corner, older
readers will be looking for
some interesting chapter
books to “dive” into! “The
Curse of Rafferty McGill”
by Dianne M. MacMillan

(Albert Whitman & Com-
pany, 2003) is a fantasy cen-
tered around St. Patrick’s
Day.

When Ryan O’Conner
wishes his piano teacher
would just disappear, the lep-
rechaun Rafferty McGill sees
to it. Now Rafferty has a
wish of his own. Can Ryan
make his wish come true?
This book is targeted to-

ward middle grade readers.
Polly Horvath, author of the Newberry

Honor Book, “Everything on a Waffle”
has recently released “The Pepins and
their Problems” (Farrar Straus & Giroux,
2004). Trouble is everywhere this family
looks! Readers ages 8 to 12 will enjoy
helping the Pepins solve all of their prob-
lems. This book is a hilarious way to start
off a summer reading program.
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EEEEEdison Odison Odison Odison Odison Operaperaperaperapera
opera program and the Metropolitan Op-
era Guild.

“Creating Original Opera” was created
by the Metropolitan Opera Guild 20 years
ago to introduce children to opera as a
creative art form. It has since grown to
involve 800 opera companies in 12 coun-
tries every year. Approximately 36,000 stu-
dents participated worldwide in the pro-
gram last year alone.

At EIS, approximately 80 students par-
ticipate each year. The program’s popular-
ity also requires a waiting list.
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Preparation for “Big House,” which
owes to the “Real World” archetype,
what with the home dynamic and even
confessional room ready for secret in-
sights, has already involved interviews
and casting calls.

While not choosing participants with
an agenda in mind, Rachel selected
people who wouldn’t shy away from
the camera, were outspoken, opinion-
ated, quirky, and “with a story to tell.”

“I tried to pick people that an audi-
ence would want to see,” she said. “We
have people from different back-
grounds, different countries, who speak
different languages. For instance, one
speaks Russian, one plays bass.”

The contestants will include two
freshmen, two seniors, and a sopho-
more. Rachel will recruit TV 1 stu-
dents and have crews on shifts.

The project is under the guidance of
Peter Basler and John Burns, who helped
lend equipment and act as mentors.

“Big House” satisfies English teacher
Ron Barner’s senior project require-
ment. Rachel added that she would be
remiss not to mention her mom’s sup-
port. Rachel expects very little interfer-
ence though.

“All the girls are chatty, so it won’t be a
huge problem getting them to talk,” she
said. “I won’t be telling them where to go.”

The “phony drama,” Rachel noted
comes in post-production with the use
of shots out of context, reaction shots,
fades, and music. She said this will be
a test for her own personality, “To
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make myself into the ravaged producer
looking for a an edge.”

With a month to complete the project,
the show, after taping, will be chopped
into one to two episodes of a half hour
each at most. After the show is shot,
there will be little over a week to edit the
film and prepare her presentation.

There will be a public showing on
Tuesday, June 14, at the WHS audito-
rium at 7:30 p.m. All attendees will
have the opportunity to cast a vote.

In the end, an audience will decide on
who gets the money the girls earned.
Originally, the plan was to give the money
to charity, but “a lot of people didn’t want
to give money to charity. It’s interesting
from a sociological perspective that people
wouldn’t do it otherwise,” said Rachel.
“They saw no incentive.”

When asked what she would do if
she were put in the girls’ situation, she
said she would make use of her house’s
close proximity to downtown Westfield.
She said she would provide entertain-
ment downtown in the form of danc-
ing and providing music.

“It’s not impossible in Westfield to
make money,” said Rachel. “Once, a guy
danced in a cow suit and made $25, so I’d
say anything is possible. In Westfield,
people will spend money on anything.”

Rachel will be acting as director and
producer to her project. Though “Big
House” will eventually be segmented,
“this is a 24-hour thing. I’m going to be
living off of coffee for three days. I
don’t want to miss anything.”
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corporating other musicians into the act.
“Everything changed when I started

to have live musicians on stage with
me,” he said. “We learned that no
matter how funky your music is, if
you’re playing along to a mechanical
drumbeat, you will never have the soul
that you get from playing with a real
ensemble of live musicians.”

GLO went through several transfor-
mations until the current lineup, which
Mr. Ucciferri feels is the best, was as-
sembled. He is the keyboardist, Eric
Lindberg is the guitarist, Gerry Rosenthal
plays bass, Gary Oleyar is the violinist
and Brandon Revilla plays the drums.

Mr. Ucciferri met his fellow GLO
musicians while performing at The
Crossroads.

“Not one current member of the band
was in the band two years ago when I
started at The Crossroads,” he said.

GLO members were so satisfied with
their April 21 Crossroads concert that
they made it the focus of their new
album, “Groove Therapy,” which will
be available for purchase on
Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com,
Napster and other popular websites.

Alex Taner, The Crossroads’ sound
engineer and one of Mr. Ucciferri’s
WHS classmates, made the high qual-
ity of the recording possible.

Try to buy a copy of Groove Therapy
and/or see the band live while there is
still time.

Within five years, Mr. Ucciferri said,
“I see us being able to tour nationally
and have some backing from a record
label.”

For more information about GLO
and its upcoming shows, please visit
the band’s official site, http://
www.thegroundlevel.org.

junior Jesse Cohen. The John Philip
Sousa Band Award went to Jeffrey Bayne
for his “outstanding dedication and
musicianship,” while Megan Valenti
garnered the Jerome Morrow Memo-
rial Award for achievement in color
guard.

WHS Marching Band Parents Asso-
ciation President Nancy Musat pre-
sented senior members of the march-
ing band with scholarships, from money
raised by the association’s fundraising
efforts. These scholarships went to
Lauren Nolan, Lyndsay Couture, Jeff
Dreseley, Meaghan Fitzpatrick, Ryan
Reber, Jeffrey Bayne, Rebecca Perch,

Sarah Perch, Greg Ryan, Nicholas
Malaspina and Rebecca Cass.

WHS art teachers Roy Chambers,
Barbara Flynn, Annora Happe-
Conway, Leah Jarvis, Lauren
Schwartzberg and Tim Stumbers
granted art awards.

The Westfield Art Association Award
went to Allison Tiedrich, while Jared
Messina received the Woman’s Club of
Westfield’s Arts Award. The Charles
Addams Art Award was presented to
Elizabeth Willis, and Maggie Lee re-
ceived the Rachel Mather Memorial
Award. Finally, the Art Club Service
Awards were given to Philip Kim and
Taylor Porter.

WHS PTSO President Eileen
Passananti presented PTSO awards to
the following students: Elizabeth
Strickland (crafts), Philip Kim (fine
arts), Carina Don (orchestra), Gregory
Salmon (band), Christie King (vocal)
and Jeffrey Hogan (drama).

The final presentations of the night
were the Westfield Coalition for the
Arts Scholarships, presented by Coali-
tion President Carol Snyder. The re-
cipients were: Maggie Lee (art), Chris-
topher Hild (drama), Jeffrey Bayne
(music), Carina Don (music) and
Christopher Velderman (music).

“We’re incredibly proud of the
achievements of our seniors,” said Dr.
King. “This is a great group of people
and it will be difficult to replace them.”


