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Betsey Burgdorf for The Times
ALLEYWAY DINING...Property owners and Acquaviva Restaurant dispute
viability of newly approved outdoor dining at 105 Elm Street in Westfield.

115 ELM St.
Acquaviva

105 ELM St.

Alleyway

Private Park
Dining

Publisher May Face
Litigation Over Website

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — A website appearing to
be the campaign page of two Re-
publican candidates for State As-
sembly in the 13th Legislative Dis-
trict (largely Monmouth County)
has been reported by articles in The
Asbury Park Press and other news-
papers as fictitious.

Its creator, James Devine of
Rahway, publisher of the News
Record of Rahway and the Clark
Patriot, may now face legal action
from the candidates – Monmouth
County Freeholder Amy Handlin
and incumbent Assemblyman Sam
Thompson. Mr. Devine admitted to
setting up the website,
www.handlin-thompson.org.

Mr. Devine told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “The site is doing
terrific. It is getting a lot of atten-
tion and has a high hit count. If
politicians want to complain they
can, but I think it is better for them
to ask questions about Amy
Handlin’s and Sam Thompson’s
political records.”

As reported in the Asbury Park
Press, Mr. Devine is not only a
Democrat campaign volunteer but
also works for the two Democrat
candidates who are running against
Freeholder Handlin and Assembly-
man Thompson — William Flynn
and Michael Dasaro.

The Suburban of Old Bridge and
Sayreville and The Asbury Park
Press reported that Mr. Devine said
the creation of the website is totally
independent from Mr. Flynn’s and
Mr. Dasaro’s campaigns.

The website says that Free-
holder Handlin and Assemblyman
Thompson are in favor of medici-
nal marijuana and same-sex mar-
riages. It also attacks each
politician’s record on hard line
conservative issues such as abor-
tion and taxes. In one instance, it
refers to Freeholder Handlin as
“hopelessly liberal” and Assem-
blyman Thompson as “Spineless
Sam.”

According to The Asbury Press
article, initial controversy over the
website occurred when an e-mail
regarding it, thought to be from
Freeholder Handlin, was sent to
several media outlets as a press
release. When she received word of
the website, Freeholder Handlin
denied any ties to it. The article
continued by saying that Mr. Devine
blamed the misinformation on the
website on a high school student
working for him who posted the
wrong data.

Although still using the name of
the candidates, the website has been
revamped to assail alleged corrup-
tion among Monmouth County
Republicans, highlighting Free-
holder Handlin and Assemblyman

Thompson.
It now starts off by saying, “The

hypocritical and cowardly candi-
dates from the corrupt Monmouth
County Republican machine have
threatened to sue the operator of
this website for informing voters
about Liberal Amy Handlin and
professional politician Sam Thomp-
son.”

“It is a lampoon site — a nonsen-
sical prank more or less,” Mr.
Devine said of the current site. “The
only thing that went awry in the
whole process was its pre-mature
existence. I.mmediately acknowl-
edged this problem, though.”

Freeholder Handlin and Assem-
blyman Thompson do not see it as
a lampooning and are now seeking
legal action against Mr. Devine
unless he takes down the site. They
said they have already sent notifi-
cation to Mr. Devine on their intent
to take legal action against him.

In the notification, their lawyer,
Mark Sheridan, said that, “The use
of the Handlin-Thompson.org
website and the press release is-
sued from that website are, at least
on their face, fraudulent devices or
contrivances designed to induce
voters to vote against Freeholder
Handlin and Assemblyman Thomp-
son.”

Assemblyman Thompson called
the website a “sleazy, underhanded
trick” on the part of Mr. Devine and
speculates involvement on the site
by Mr. Flynn and Mr. Dasaro, his
Democrat opponents for the State
Assembly.

Despite vehement denial of ties
to the website by Mr. Flynn and Mr.
Dasaro, Assemblyman Thompson
is not buying it.

“To resort to such desperation
tactics before the campaign has even
begun, clearly exhibits their fear at
having to face us in an honest cam-
paign in the fall,” he said in a pre-
pared statement.

Freeholder Handlin meanwhile,
has repeatedly told various media
sources that Mr. Devine’s site has
fabricated quotes that have been
attributed to her. She was quoted in
The Suburban of Old Bridge and
Sayreville saying, “I’m not sure
that First Amendment protections
expand to fabrication of quotes in
phony press releases.”

According to the website,
DevineMedia.com, the company
headed by Mr. Devine claims to be
the official newspaper of Union
County. It says it publishes weekly
newspapers in Linden, Elizabeth,
Clark, Rahway, Union and Hillside
in Union County as well others
with circulation in Woodbridge
Township, Carteret, Perth Amboy,
South Amboy/Sayreville and
Edison/Metuchen.

Devine Media is not a member of
the New Jersey Press Association.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – To the surprise of
adjoining property owners, a deliv-
ery truck unloaded tables and chairs
at 105 Elm Street for use at outdoor
café dining last week, on what is
referred to as a “Private Park” at that
location.

The town council approved an ap-
plication for outdoor dining on May
17 for Acquaviva Restaurant located
at 115 on Elm Street – but the outdoor
dining is to occur at 105 Elm Street.
Access to the cafe requires crossing
the service alleyway that separates
the restaurant from the dining area.

Property owner Carol Greco im-
mediately began making inquiries into
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Night Out

Landlord and Tenant
Dispute Use of Private
Park as Outdoor Café

the matter. She told The Westfield
Leader that the restaurant, which is
her tenant, had requested permission
to have outdoor dining, but not on the
storefront sidewalk. Instead, the din-
ing section would be located on a
nearby property owned by others
separated by the service alley for
Panera Bread and other stores on East
Broad Street. The service alley is on
property owned by the Greco family.

Mrs. Greco told The Leader that
her husband, Norman Greco, told the
restaurant “definitely not” in regards
to the outdoor dining area, at which
point he believed the matter was
closed. Mrs. Greco said she was
shocked when the tables and chairs
were unloaded.

“Who’s going to pick up the liabil-
ity?” she said, referring to matters
such as waiters and diners crossing
the alley. She also noted that the al-
leyway is busy servicing the needs of
their tenants on East Broad Street,
and that this would result in a signifi-
cant encumbrance in addition to the
liability. She said talks with the res-
taurant owner last week led to an
impasse.

Acquaviva leases the space from
the landlord, Tarta Luna Properties,
LLC, of which Mr. Greco, Frank
Altieri and Allen Chrone are the own-
ers.

Dominick Verdic owns the prop-
erty at 105 Elm Street where the out-
door dining is planned.

Attorney Michael Ventura, the at-
torney representing Acquaviva, as
well as part owner of the restaurant
said, “An application for an outdoor
cafe was submitted and approved by
town council.” The application was
approved at the council meeting along
with various other requests by restau-
rants to create outdoor cafe-style seat-
ing. Mick Gjevukaj is also part owner
of Acquaviva.

Mrs. Greco said that the lease agree-
ment they have with the restaurant
states that unless the restaurant has
the permission of the landlord, they
cannot offer outside dining. She said
that Acquaviva asked for permission
last fall to create the outdoor cafe.

Due to safety concerns and obstruc-
tion issues, the request was denied.

According to Mr. Ventura,
Acquaviva, working in conjunction
with the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), entered into an
agreement with property owner Mr.
Verdic, a DWC Board member, to
lease the property adjacent to the
restaurant on Elm Street.

“Acquaviva is leasing the property
from a private owner,” Mr. Ventura
said.

The area proposed for the outdoor
dining was originally developed as a
park in 1971 and named in honor of
Fred Doerrer of a well-known family
in Westfield. When the property was
purchased and renovated in 2002 by

Mr. Verdic, Doerrer Park was con-
verted with the support of the DWC
to what was described at the time as a
‘Private Park.’

On October 10, 2002, DWC Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin told the planning
board that Mr. Doerrer had been the
President of the National Bank of
Westfield, which formerly occupied
the property. The plans for the private
park included new plantings, a brick
paver walkway and benches.

The park sits across the driveway
from the eatery.

“The sidewalk dining was approved
as per town council,” Mr. Ventura
said. “But they must use the entrance
on the sidewalk to gain access. It will
not be accessible via the side of the
building.”

Mr. Ventura said that the outdoor
cafe was “enthusiastically endorsed
by the DWC.  They believe it is going
to be a great improvement to the
downtown.”

Mr. Ventura said that the lease
agreement between Acquaviva and
Tarta Luna Properties “permits all
accessory use” and that the restaurant
was within its rights to move forward
with the outdoor cafe.

When The Leader contacted Mrs.
Cronin, she said, “We never took a
position (on the outdoor café). I didn’t
have anything to do with that.”

“The town recently approved it and
they (landlords) seem to have a prob-
lem with it,” Mrs. Cronin added.

The DWC leases space in the build-
ing next to the park from Mr. Verdic
for its office.

“There is no legal basis for any
argument that the cafe should not be
issued,” Mr. Ventura said. “We are
not crossing over the driveway. We
are using the sidewalk.”

The Town of Westfield was con-
tacted about the matter. “This is a
unique situation. What any restaurant
owner would have to do would be to
get the approval from the property
owner,” Town Administrator Jim
Gildea said referring to the use of the
adjacent property for the café.

Since the café is located on prop-
erty not owned by the landlord, the
restaurant was only required to get
the consent of Mr. Verdic. Calls to
Mr. Verdic from the newspaper have
not been returned.

When asked if the café permits
issued by the town restrict restaurants
to outdoor dining only on their store-
front sidewalk property, or if restau-
rants can establish outdoor dining at
any location even if not at their front
sidewalk, Mr. Gildea said, “Council
addresses these issues on a case by
case basis. Each case is unique.”

The council approved the applica-
tion with the stipulation that diners
transverse the sidewalk. “That is un-
derstood,” Mr. Gildea said.

Although Acquaviva has a liquor
license, Mr. Verdic does not. The con-
sumption of alcohol should not be
permitted at the outdoor café.

“To me, this is not a simple side-
walk café ordinance,” Mrs. Greco
said. “Seating for 40 – that’s not some-
thing small. Within six months there
is going to be a lawsuit and I don’t
think we should incur the liability.”

knowledged the willingness of the
community in general to help and
contribute.

“I’ve found through my CPA work
that there are always people who want
to help,” Sergeant Jedic said.

In the beginning of June, the CPA
is offering free Community Emer-
gency Response Training (CERT).
The eight-week course is divided
into two-hour blocks. CERT is a
national organization that teaches
citizens life saving skills in the event
of a fire or other crisis. The Fanwood
CERT is an organized team that is
available to assist first responder
services.  Residents can complete
the CERT training with no obliga-
tion to become a CERT team mem-
ber.

For more information about the
CPA, visit www.fanwoodcpa.org.

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

AUTHOR VISIT…The Brunner PTA Cultural Arts Committte sponsored a
presentation and visit by James Dongweck, the author of “The Dragon Cant.” Mr.
Dongweck spoke to the students about his writing process and offered a visual way
to educate them about how to create an actual book from nothing more than an idea
in their head. Pictured, above, is Mr. Dongweck with third grade students from
Debra Pincus’ class. They are standing in front of a large dragon created for Mr.
Dongweck’s visit.

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER
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Mixed-Use

THURSDAY, MAY 19
 Mirtha Bravo, 38, of Linden was

arrested and charged with obstruc-
tion following a motor vehicle stop.

FRIDAY, MAY 20
James Sanders, 28, of North Plainfield

was arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on outstanding warrants.

SATURDAY, MAY 21
Christine Wilson, 39, of Plainfield

was arrested on outstanding motor ve-
hicle warrants following a traffic stop
and in subsequent investigation was
also arrested amd charged for posses-
sion of controlled dangerous substances.

Jeffery Dunn, 43, of Plainfield was
arrested on warrants following a motor
vehicle stop.

Mark Hayes, 36, of Plainfield was
arrested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop.

SUNDAY, MAY 22
Darryl Middleton, 43, of Jersey City

was arrested on warrants following a
motor vehicle stop.

MONDAY, MAY 23
Jennifer Wymes, 25, was arrested on

outstanding warrants.
THURSDAY, MAY 26

Thomas Hopkins, 32, of Manville
was arrested on outstanding warrants
out of Buck’s County, Pa.

Kimberly Miller, 36, of Plainfield
was arrested on outstanding warrants.

FRIDAY, MAY 27
Jason Wood, 33, of Roselle was

arrested following a motor vehicle stop
for numerous warrants.

SATURDAY, MAY 28
Tiffany Bowen, 28, of Edison was

arrested after a motor vehicle stop for
warrants.

Gregory Banks, 22, of Plainfield
was arrested for outstanding warrants,
obstruction of justice and eluding the
police. Mr. Banks failed to stop his
motor vehicle for the police after Mr.

Banks stopped his vehicle there was a
brief foot chase, police said.

SUNDAY, MAY 29
Robert Kling, 34, of Avenel was

arrested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop.

Justin Stockton, 35, of Randolph
was arrested and charged with driving
under the influence.

MONDAY, MAY 30
Anthony Henry, 38, of Edison was

arrested on outstanding warrants.

parking and traffic expert and add
other design features to the plans for
the next meeting. Members of the
public will have an opportunity to
question the witnesses at that time.

In other business, Robert Kraus,
developer for 15 Old South Avenue,
was granted permission to carry the
application by Fanwood Plaza Part-
ners to next month’s meeting.

The board announced that Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr sent a letter to
Historic District property owners in-
forming them that a meeting to dis-
cuss the proposed implementation of
a Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) will be held on June 2. The
meeting will take place at 7 p.m. at
the Forest Road Park building. The
meeting will be open to the public.

The hearings on the South Avenue
redevelopment project and the
Fanwood Plaza Partners application
will resume at the next regularly
scheduled meeting of the planning
board on Wednesday, June 22. The
next agenda meeting will be held on
Monday, June 13. Both meetings will
be held in Borough Council Cham-
bers at 7:30 p.m.
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Parade

Erratum
A photo caption that appeared

on page 10 of the May 26 issue
regarding the Fanwood Emer-
gency car show incorrectly iden-
tified the sponsor of the event.
The Fanwood P.B.A. sponsored
the event, not the Scotch Plains
D.A.R.E. program.

in universal concern by taxpayers
and government officials.

Mr. Corbin said, “The response by
officials to the panel discussion origi-
nally proposed in a challenge by
Mayor Marks has been terrific. Even
Senator Schluter is going out of his
way to be here.”

Mr. Schluter, a champion of prop-
erty tax reform, is credited with be-
ing the original author of the first
property tax convention bill, S-1800.
The bill was first introduced on Octo-
ber 2, 2000, but never got out of state
committee.

Mr. Corbin said, “The lone disap-
pointment has been that numerous
calls have been made to Union
County Superintendent of Schools
Carmen Centuolo, yet have gone
unanswered.”
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Tax Forum

Teen Dance Party, The Recreation
Commission and Municipal Alliance
Committee will offer this program
on Thursday, June 16, on the Village
Green from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. for
Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dents. Some programs are also spon-
sored by the D.A.R.E. Ping-pong,
knok hockey, and basketball will be
featured along with a DJ. Chaper-
ones are needed. There is no fee to
attend this event.

  Willie Wilson Baseball Camp, For
boys and girls ages 10 to 16. This
camp will be held August 15 to 19
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Farley Park.
The cost is $250 per person.  Details
will follow.

Summer Parks, ages six to 12, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day, July 5 to August 12. This pro-
gram is for Scotch  Plains and
Fanwood residents. The six-week
program features games, contests and
weekly trips, as well as arts and
crafts. Parents can choose either the
Brookside or Green Forest Parks for
their children. The program is super-
vised by mostly college students ex-
perienced in supervising children.
The registration fee is $40 per child
prior to Friday, June 10, and $50
after this date.

sons why the United States stands
apart from the other countries of the
world,” he said.

Following Mr. Chupko’s speech
were a presentation of wreaths by
local veterans and other members of
the community, a community sing-
ing of “The Star Spangled Banner,”
the playing of “Taps” and the singing
of “God Bless America” by a SPFHS
vocal group.

The parade began shortly after, with
Mr. Chupko leading the way, fol-
lowed by the other honored veterans
and then Congressman Ferguson and
local elected officials.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA sponsored several groups
walking in the parade, including a
pickup truck carrying Adventure
Scouts.

Music was a large part of the pa-
rade, with a performance by the
SPFHS Raider Marching Band, an
accordion playing with the Scotch
Plains UNICO, a group of square
dancers and one float that held a
Dixieland jazz band.

Members of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Girl Scouts handed out candy
to onlookers, while the Cub Scouts
and representatives of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation marched proudly.

Parade Chairman Joe McCourt,
also a Vietnam veteran, appeared
pleased with the event, conducting
the flow of the parade from the corner
of Park Avenue and Front Street.

He said, “The community really
turned out for this parade. I’m proud
to be a part of honoring our veterans.”


