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Publisher May Face
Litigation Over Website

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — A website appearing to be the
campaign page of two Republican candi-
dates for State Assembly in the 13th Legisla-
tive District (largely Monmouth County) has
been reported by articles in The Asbury Park
Press and other newspapers as fictitious.

Its creator, James Devine of Rahway,
publisher of the News Record of Rahway
and the Clark Patriot may now face legal
action from the candidates – Monmouth
County Freeholder Amy Handlin and in-
cumbent Assemblyman Sam Thompson.
Mr. Devine admitted to setting up the
website, www.handlin-thompson.org.

Mr. Devine told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“The site is doing terrific. It is getting a lot
of attention and has a high hit count. If
politicians want to complain they can, but I
think it is better for them to ask questions
about Amy Handlin’s and Sam Thompson’s
political records.”

As reported in the Ashbury Park Press,
Mr. Devine is not only a Democrat cam-
paign volunteer but also works for the two
Democrat candidates who are running
against Freeholder Handlin and Assembly-
man Thompson — William Flynn and
Michael Dasaro.

The Suburban of Old Bridge and
Sayreville and The Asbury Park Press re-
ported that Mr. Devine said the creation of
the website is totally independent from Mr.
Flynn’s and Mr. Dasaro’s campaigns.

The website says that Freeholder Handlin
and Assemblyman Thompson are in favor of
medicinal marijuana and same-sex marriages.
It also attacks each politician’s record on
hard line conservative issues such as abor-
tion and taxes. In one instance, it refers to
Freeholder Handlin as “hopelessly liberal”
and Assemblyman Thompson as “Spineless
Sam.”

According to The Ashbury Press article,
initial controversy over the website occurred
when an e-mail regarding it, thought to be
from Freeholder Handlin, was sent to several
media outlets as a press release. When she
received word of the website, Freeholder
Handlin denied any ties to it. The article
continued by saying that Mr. Devine blamed
the misinformation on the website on a high
school student working for him who posted
the wrong data.

Although still using the name of the
candidates, the website has been revamped
to assail alleged corruption among
Monmouth County Republicans, highlight-
ing Freeholder Handlin and Assemblyman
Thompson.

It now starts off by saying, “The hypo-
critical and cowardly candidates from the
corrupt Monmouth County Republican
machine have threatened to sue the operator
of this website for informing voters about

Liberal Amy Handlin and professional poli-
tician Sam Thompson.”

“It is a lampoon site — a nonsensical
prank more or less,” Mr. Devine said of the
current site. “The only thing that went awry
in the whole process was its pre-mature
existence. I immediately acknowledged this
problem, though.”

Freeholder Handlin and Assemblyman
Thompson do not see it as a lampooning
and are now seeking legal action against
Mr. Devine unless he takes down the site.
They said they have already sent notifica-
tion to Mr. Devine on their intent to take
legal action against him.

In the notification, their lawyer, Mark
Sheridan, said that, “The use of the Handlin-
Thompson.org website and the press re-
lease issued from that website are, at least
on their face, fraudulent devices or contriv-
ances designed to induce voters to vote
against Freeholder Handlin and Assembly-
man Thompson.”

Assemblyman Thompson called the
website a “sleazy, underhanded trick” on
the part of Mr. Devine and speculates in-
volvement on the site by Mr. Flynn and Mr.
Dasaro, his Democrat opponents for the
State Assembly.

Despite vehement denial of ties to the
website by Mr. Flynn and Mr. Dasaro,
Assemblyman Thompson is not buying it.

“To resort to such desperation tactics
before the campaign has even begun, clearly
exhibits their fear at having to face us in an
honest campaign in the fall,” he said in a
prepared statement.

Freeholder Handlin meanwhile, has re-
peatedly told various media sources that Mr.
Devine’s site has fabricated quotes that have
been attributed to her. She was quoted in The
Suburban of Old Bridge and Sayreville say-
ing, “I’m not sure that First Amendment
protections expand to fabrication of quotes
in phony press releases.”

According to the website,
DevineMedia.com, the company headed
by Mr. Devine claims to be the official
newspaper of Union County. It says it pub-
lishes weekly newspapers in Linden, Eliza-
beth, Clark, Rahway, Union and Hillside in
Union County as well others with circula-
tion in Woodbridge Township, Carteret,
Perth Amboy, South Amboy/Sayreville and
Edison/Metuchen.

Devine Media is not a member of the
New Jersey Press Association.

chairs were unloaded.
“Who’s going to pick up the liability?”

she said, referring to matters such as
waiters and diners crossing the alley. She
also noted that the alleyway is busy ser-
vicing the needs of their tenants on East
Broad Street, and that this would result in
a significant encumbrance in addition to
the liability. She said talks with the res-
taurant owner last week led to an impasse.

Acquaviva leases the space from the
landlord, Tarta Luna Properties, LLC, of
which Mr. Greco, Frank Altieri and Allen
Chrone are the owners.

Dominick Verdic owns the property at
105 Elm Street where the outdoor dining
is planned.

Attorney Michael Ventura, the attorney
representing Acquaviva, as well as part owner
of the restaurant said, “An application for an
outdoor cafe was submitted and approved by
town council.” The application was approved
at the council meeting along with various
other requests by restaurants to create out-
door cafe-style seating. Mick Gjevukaj is
also part owner of Acquaviva.

Mrs. Greco said that the lease agree-
ment they have with the restaurant states
that unless the restaurant has the permis-
sion of the landlord, they cannot offer
outside dining. She said that Acquaviva
asked for permission last fall to create the
outdoor cafe. Due to safety concerns and
obstruction issues, the request was denied.

According to Mr. Ventura, Acquaviva,
working in conjunction with the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC), en-
tered into an agreement with property
owner Mr. Verdic, a DWC Board mem-
ber, to lease the property adjacent to the
restaurant on Elm Street.

“Acquaviva is leasing the property from
a private owner,” Mr. Ventura said.

The area proposed for the outdoor dining
was originally developed as a park in 1971
and named in honor of Fred Doerrer of a
well-known family in Westfield. When the
property was purchased and renovated in
2002 by Mr. Verdic, Doerrer Park was con-
verted with the support of the DWC to what
was described at the time as a ‘Private Park.’

On October 10, 2002, DWC Director
Sherry Cronin told the planning board that
Mr. Doerrer had been the President of the
National Bank of Westfield, which formerly
occupied the property. The plans for the
private park included new plantings, a brick
paver walkway and benches.

The park sits across the driveway from
the eatery.
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Landlord, Tenant Dispute
Use of Private Park as Café

“The sidewalk dining was approved as
per town council,” Mr. Ventura said. “But
they must use the entrance on the side-
walk to gain access. It will not be acces-
sible via the side of the building.”

Mr. Ventura said that the outdoor cafe
was “enthusiastically endorsed by the
DWC. They believe it is going to be a
great improvement to the downtown.”

Mr. Ventura said that the lease agree-
ment between Acquaviva and Tarta Luna
Properties “permits all accessory use” and
that the restaurant was within its rights to
move forward with the outdoor cafe.

When The Leader contacted Mrs.
Cronin, she said, “We never took a posi-
tion (on the outdoor café). I didn’t have
anything to do with that.”

“The town recently approved it and
they (landlords) seem to have a problem
with it,” Mrs. Cronin added.

The DWC leases space in the building
next to the park from Mr. Verdic for its office.

“There is no legal basis for any argument
that the cafe should not be issued,” Mr.
Ventura said. “We are not crossing over the
driveway. We are using the sidewalk.”

The Town of Westfield was contacted
about the matter. “This is a unique situa-
tion. What any restaurant owner would
have to do would be to get the approval
from the property owner,” Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea said referring to the
use of the adjacent property for the café.

Since the café is located on property
not owned by the landlord, the restaurant
was only required to get the consent of
Mr. Verdic. Calls to Mr. Verdic from the
newspaper have not been returned.

When asked if the café permits issued
by the town restrict restaurants to outdoor
dining only on their storefront sidewalk
property, or if restaurants can establish
outdoor dining at any location even if not
at their front sidewalk, Mr. Gildea said,
“Council addresses these issues on a case
by case basis. Each case is unique.”

The council approved the application
with the stipulation that diners transverse
the sidewalk. “That is understood,” Mr.
Gildea said.

Although Acquaviva has a liquor li-
cense, Mr. Verdic does not. The con-
sumption of alcohol should not be permit-
ted at the outdoor café.

“To me, this is not a simple sidewalk café
ordinance,” Mrs. Greco said. “Seating for
40 – that’s not something small. Within six
months there is going to be a lawsuit and I
don’t think we should incur the liability.”

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTIFUL LINE-UP...A bevy of beauties pose at the Newell residence before
leaving for the Westfield High School Senior Prom. Pictured above, from left to
right, are: Camille Hausheer, Robin Streit, Katie Fahrenthold, Tara Meagher,
Chelsea Carlson, Abby Lewis, Katelyn Hoens, Barrett Newell, Meaghan
Fitzpatrick and Jen Gerckens.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HIGH STEPPING...The Westfield High School Band parades down East Broad
Street in Westfield on Monday as part of the annual Memorial Day celebrations
in town.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader
MOUNTAINSIDE TRIBUTE... Bob Farley of the Mountainside Veterans of
Foreign Wars led a small Memorial Day ceremony at Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside on Monday. He and Mayor Robert Viglianti addressed the crowd
and honored local veterans.

TUESDAY, MAY 10
Shannon Hull, 22, of Clark was arrested

at Central and South Avenues and charged
with driving while intoxicated. She was
released on her own recognizance to a re-
sponsible adult.

THURSDAY, MAY 12
Peter Longson, 20, of Scotch Plains

was arrested in the 400 block of West
North Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana, which was found during a
search after he was stopped for motor
vehicle violations. He also was arrested
on an open contempt of court warrant for
$89 out of Woodbridge. Longson was
released with a summons.

SUNDAY, MAY 15
Christopher Perez, 21, of Cranford was

arrested in the 200 block of Jefferson Av-
enue and charged with disorderly conduct
for allegedly breaking a window on a motor
vehicle with his fist, and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance third de-
gree (Xanax).

He also was arrested on a no-bail con-
tempt of court warrant from the Union
County Sheriff’s Office and contempt of
court warrants from Roselle, for $585, and
Kenilworth, for $250. Perez was released
on his own recognizance on the Westfield
charge but held on the warrants.

MONDAY, MAY 16
Thurman K. Small, 29, of Linden was

arrested after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at South and Summit Av-
enues and charged with hindering appre-

hension for allegedly giving a police officer
a false name, Social Security number and
date of birth.

There also were outstanding all state
traffic and all state criminal warrants for
Small from Linden, Elizabeth and
Woodbridge totaling $2,291. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance on the
Westfield charge and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

FRIDAY, MAY 20
A business in the 200 block of East Broad

Street reported the theft of $750 worth of
merchandise, which was described as un-
dergarments.

SATURDAY, MAY 21
Jose Miranda, 20, of Elizabeth was ar-

rested and charged with hindering appre-
hension for allegedly giving false informa-
tion to police during a motor vehicle stop at
Lambertsmill Road and Bayberry Lane.

Miranda, who also was wanted on an
outstanding contempt of court warrant for
$280 out of Elizabeth, was issued a sum-
mons on the Westfield charge and turned
over to Elizabeth police regarding the war-
rant.

TUESDAY, MAY 24
Jon-Rodney Lynch, 38, of Hoboken was

arrested in the 500 block of West South
Avenue and charged with hindering appre-
hension for allegedly providing police with
false identification. He also was arrested on
a no-bail Hudson County Sheriff’s Office
warrant and a $200 comtempt of court
warrant out of Newark. He was turned over
to the Hudson County Sheriff’s Office.
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Four Arrested
dering apprehension for allegedly present-
ing false identification to police. Westfield
Municipal Court Judge Brenda C. Cuba
set bail at $50,000 for Torres and $35,000
for the other three suspects.
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Westfield School Board Will
Honor Teachers at Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education will meet on Tuesday, June
7, in Room 105 at 302 Elm Street.

The 8 p.m. business meeting will be
preceded by a reception at 7:30 p.m. to
honor this year’s Optimist Intermediate
Teachers of the Year, Elizabeth Scheurerer
of Roosevelt Intermediate School and
Kathleen Zippler of Edison Intermediate
School.

The board will also recognize teachers
from Westfield High School, who are

receiving awards: Marc Silbergeld,
Martha Bailey and Martin Maruschak.

The business meeting will include a
slide presentation on the district’s new
website, which is under construction.

A complete agenda of the board meet-
ing will be available tomorrow, Friday,
June 3, in the Board Secretary’s office.

All public meetings are taped and broad-
cast on Channel 36 on Tuesdays at 8 a.m.,
3 and 11 p.m., and Thursdays at 8 a.m. and
7 p.m.
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Tax Forum
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Resident Says Proposed Zoning
Change Could Harm Aesthetics

ing in New Jersey. This has resulted in
universal concern by taxpayers and gov-
ernment officials.

Mr. Corbin said, “The response by
officials to the panel discussion origi-
nally proposed in a challenge by Mayor
Marks has been terrific. Even Senator
Schluter is going out of his way to be
here.”

Mr. Schluter, a champion of property
tax reform, is credited with being the
original author of the first Property Tax
Convention Bill, S-1800. The bill was
first introduced on October 2, 2000, but
never got out of state committee.

Mr. Corbin said, “The lone disappoint-
ment has been that numerous calls have
been made to Union County Superinten-
dent of Schools Carmen Centuolo, yet
have gone unanswered.”

Township Employees
Mourn Ms. Strickland

By DON WILLIAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Colleagues
and the entire municipal staff remained
shocked and saddened this week by the
death last Thursday of Scotch Plains
Township Tax Clerk Frederica
Strickland at age 39.

The cause of death has not yet been
released.

Ms. Strickland had worked for the
township for nine years, first in the
Recreation Department, then as tax
clerk.

According to Township Manager
Thomas Atkins, Ms. Strickland made
the change because she aspired to be-
come a tax manager, and was only one
requirement away from receiving cer-
tification as a tax collector from
Rutgers University.

“She was a very nice person; always
peppy, diligent and conscientious,” said
Mr. Atkins. “I’ve been working for the
township for 25 years, and I don’t re-
member everyone at township hall ever
being as shocked as when we heard the
news last Friday. It was really hard to
work.”

Ms. Strickland is survived by her
mother, several sisters, one brother and
two daughters. One of her daughters
just finished her first year of college,
while the other is scheduled to graduate
from Plainfield High School this month.

There will be a viewing for Ms.
Strickland tomorrow, Friday, June 3,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Mount Olive
Baptist Church on Liberty Street in
Plainfield. The funeral also will be held
at the Mount Olive Baptist Church on
Saturday, June 4, at 10 a.m.

ing the area. The area will be on Quimby
Street near the entertainment. Westfield
will contract with the local Jaycees to
volunteer at the event.

Under committee reports, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said the town is
currently bidding for new digital meters
with smart card technology to replace
older ones.

“New meters would work with the pay
stations and allow a 10 to 15 minute
window if someone wanted to just grab a
coffee, there is no payment.” Mr. Gildea
said.

Lot three (the train station lot) will
have two pay stations, not the one. Also,
Mr. Gildea said that Director of Parking
Services John Morgan is working on a
beautification plan for municipal lot num-

ber three on South Avenue that will in-
clude an upgrade, striping, pavement, and
landscaping. Loading zones will be moved
from the Gap Kids side of East Broad
Street to the Rialto Theatre side where
there is no crosswalk.

Councilman Ciarrocca said the town
would be putting “Yield to Pedestrian”
signs on Woodland Avenue.

In other business, officials have deter-
mined that Theresa’s, Cosimo’s, The
Brick Oven, and Wild Noodles have met
all terms and conditions for approval by
the council for sidewalk café licenses.

It was announced that Ferraro’s Res-
taurant would expand their premises un-
der plenary retail license wherein the sale
of alcohol is authorized and expanded to
the sidewalk.

The council will vote Tuesday to pass
resolutions authorizing nine demolition
permits for seven single-family dwell-
ings and two detached car garages.

All are considered “non-sub dividable
lots, so this is basically a straight teardown
and reconstruction, and they’re all con-
forming (to town building codes),” said
Assistant Town Engineer Kris McAloon.

Sean Richard Callahan
Honored at The Citadel

WESTFIELD – Cadet Sean Richard
Callahan of Westfield was recently hon-
ored for outstanding academic achieve-
ment at The Citadel, The Military College
of South Carolina, during the spring se-
mester of the 2004-2005 academic year.
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Callahan,
Sean achieved dean’s list recognition, and
earned a Gold Star for achieving a 3.7
grade point average or higher.


