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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
ALLEYWAY DINING...Property owners and Acquaviva Restaurant dis-
pute viability of newly approved outdoor dining at 105 Elm Street in Westfield.

115 ELM St.
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Hogaboom and Cuoco Help Celebrate
Memorial Day in Downtown Westfield

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – While every Me-
morial Day is a day to reflect on fallen
American soldiers, Westfield’s Memo-
rial Day Parade this year paid special
tribute to World War II and Vietnam
War veterans, as well as those currently
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Under the theme “60-30 and Pray for
Peace,” Westfield not only commemo-
rated the 60th anniversary of the end of
World War II and the 30th anniversary
of the end of the Vietnam War, but also
the men and women overseas fighting
in the war on terrorism.

Numerous veterans of all three wars
were on hand to participate in the
parade, including the grand marshal
Sal Cuoco and parade director Bill
Brown.

The day’s events began with a 9
a.m. ceremony at Monument Circle
on the corner of East Broad Street and
North Avenue. Peter Hogaboom,
Commander of Post 3 of the Ameri-
can Legion, served as the Master of
Ceremonies. Mr. Hogaboom spoke
about former Westfield residents who
sacrificed their lives in various wars,
allowing listeners to gain a more lo-
cal perspective on the meaning of a
national holiday.

He paid particular attention to the
new Korean War Memorial across the
street from the World War I Monument,
which was created by Boy Scout Kevin
Devaney for his Eagle Scout project. It
honors the two Westfield residents who
died while serving in Korea.

Mr. Hogaboom also introduced the
major participants of the parade. Af-
ter an opening prayer and the Pledge
of Allegiance, he called Mr. Cuoco
up to Monument Circle. A veteran of
both World War II and the Korean
War, Mr. Cuoco has been a longtime
participant in Westfield’s Memorial
Day Parade but this is the first time he
has been named grand marshal.

Mr. Hogaboom went on to discuss
the meaning of the parade theme;
“60-30 and Pray for Peace.” He em-
phasized remembering the victims of
Vietnam, because they are often the
ones who go unrecognized due to the
controversial nature of that war. Mr.
Hogaboom said that Vietnam veter-
ans have had the most difficult time
re-integrating into American society,
because they have often been brushed
aside despite serving honorably and
dutifully.

The keynote speaker of the cer-
emony was Mayor Greg McDermott.
Mayor McDermott delivered a stir-
ring speech about current and former
American soldiers.

“Our many soldiers so valued life
that they were willing to die for it,” he
said. “We owe lasting gratitude to our
veterans. God bless the heroes we
salute today.”

Following Mayor McDermott’s
speech, the bells of the First United
Methodist Church rang 30 times for
the 30 years since the end of the
Vietnam War and then another 30
times for the 60 years since VE Day in
World War II.

Mr. Hogaboom ended the ceremony
with a closing thought in which he
urged people to support American
troops no matter where they stand
politically.

He said that whether or not you
support the war in Iraq, the soldiers

are Americans and we must stand
united behind them and their safety.

From there, Mr. Brown took over
as he set up the order of the event. The
parade began with the Bound Brook
Marching Band and Mr. Cuoco. Mr.
Cuoco was joined by his wife Nancy
and son John, who just returned from
a tour of duty in Iraq with the Ma-
rines. Alongside John was Sammy

the Bulldog, official Marine mascot.
A majority of the parade focused

on Westfield’s youth, as a slew of
elementary school students and Cub
Scouts marched in the parade. “I want
the parade to focus on the younger
generations,” said Mr. Brown.

The parade concluded at Fairview
Cemetery where refreshments were
served to all of its participants.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – To the surprise
of adjoining property owners, a de-
livery truck unloaded tables and
chairs at 105 Elm Street for use at
outdoor café dining last week, on
what is referred to as a “Private
Park” at that location.

The town council approved an
application for outdoor dining on
May 17 for Acquaviva Restaurant
located at 115 on Elm Street – but
the outdoor dining is to occur at 105
Elm Street. Access to the cafe re-
quires crossing the service alley-
way that separates the restaurant
from the dining area.

Property owner Carol Greco im-
mediately began making inquiries

into the matter. She told The
Westfield Leader that the restau-
rant, which is her tenant, had re-
quested permission to have outdoor
dining, but not on the storefront
sidewalk. Instead, the dining sec-
tion would be located on a nearby
property owned by others separated
by the service alley for Panera Bread
and other stores on East Broad
Street. The service alley is on prop-
erty owned by the Greco family.

Mrs. Greco told The Leader that
her husband, Norman Greco, told
the restaurant “definitely not” in
regards to the outdoor dining area,
at which point he believed the mat-
ter was closed. Mrs. Greco said she
was shocked when the tables and

Landlord and Tenant
Dispute Use of Private
Park as Outdoor Café
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Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader
IT’S A STRETCH…Westfield High School Students get ready to ride to the Senior Prom at Pinewood Manor in Edison last
Friday. Pictured above, from the left, are: Greg Ryan, Kristin Aguero, Ryan Reber, Lyndsay Couture, Brandon Beall,
Danielle Partenope, Brett Paulan, Lauren Nolan, Nick Malaspina and Katie Okamoto.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SEMPER FIDO...Marines and companion march down East Broad Street in Westfield to a cheering crowd during the
Memorial Day Parade on Monday. Thousands lined the street and hundreds of all ages marched from the World War  I
Memorial to Fairview Cemetery.

Area Four Face Charges
Of Weapons Possession

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Four Union County
residents were arrested on weapons
possession and other charges early
May 24 after three loaded handguns –
two of them stolen – were discovered
in a motor vehicle that police stopped
for a routine violation at South and
Summit Avenues in Westfield.

As Patrolmen James Stivale and
Frank Padovano approached the gray,
four-door Mitsubishi during the 12:30
a.m. stop, they witnessed “a lot of
activity” inside the vehicle and de-
tected a strong odor of what they be-
lieved to be burnt marijuana, accord-
ing to Westfield Police Sergeant Scott
Rodger.

Upon shining his flashlight into the
interior of the car, Officer Stivale saw
what police described as the barrel of a
chrome snub-nosed .38 caliber revolver
under the front seat passenger’s foot.

Officer Stivale opened the door and
seized the weapon, after which the
officers called for backup police per-
sonnel to respond to the scene. The
revolver contained four rounds, Ser-
geant Rodger said.

During a subsequent search of the
vehicle, police also found two addi-
tional weapons – a nine millimeter
handgun containing eight rounds, in-

cluding five hollow point bullets, and
a .22 caliber revolver containing nine
rounds – in the rear hatch leading to
the trunk area , Sergeant Rodger said.
A box of 64, nine millimeter bullets
was found in the same area.

Additionally, a stainless steel
knuckle-bladed knife was found in
the driver’s door pocket, while three,
nine millimeter bullets and one .38
caliber casing was found on the floor
of the front passenger seat. Mari-
juana was found in an ashtray in the
car, Sergeant Rodger added.

Authorities determined the .22 and
.38 caliber handguns were stolen
outside of New Jersey, while owner-
ship of the nine millimeter weapon
could not be determined.

The suspects were identified as
Michelle Spangenberg, 19, of Union,
the driver of the car; Daniel Torres,
22, of Union, the front passenger;
Luis Luna, 20, and John Resto, 21,
both of Elizabeth.

All were charged with unlawful
possession of a weapon; receiving sto-
len property; possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana, un-
lawful possession of prohibited weap-
ons (the knife) and possession of hol-
low point bullets, which are illegal.

Torres also was charged with hin-
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TV Debate on Property Tax Reform Set
For Sunday With Full Slate of Panelists

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Given the enthusiastic
response from state, county and lo-
cal leaders, the public Property Tax
Reform TV production this Sunday
will consist of three 45-minute seg-
ments. The program will debate the
call for a statewide constitutional
convention currently being consid-
ered by the state senate.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times will produce
the program in conjunction with Scotch
Plains TV34. It will be aired on local
TV stations, on the Internet at
www.goleader.com and provided to
cable channel CN-8, which is consid-
ering airing it throughout the state.

This public forum and TV produc-
tion will be held on Sunday, June 5,
from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Scotch Plains

Municipal Building located at 430
Park Avenue. The program will be
comprised of panel discussions by
state legislators, county freeholders,
mayors, school officials and newspa-
per representatives.

At the conclusion, members of the
audience will be interviewed to obtain
their reactions to the property tax dis-
cussions for incorporation into the TV
program. The public is encouraged to
attend, as well as be interviewed.

From the New Jersey State Legis-
lature, Assemblywomen Linda
Stender (LD-22) of Fanwood, As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21)
of Westfield and former State Senator
Bill Schluter (LD-23) of Pennington
will be panelists.

Union County Freeholder Dan
Sullivan and Union County Director
of Finance Larry Caroselli will repre-

sent the county.
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
former Westfield Mayor Bud Boothe
will represent municipal governments.

Linda Nelson, President of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and Westfield Superinten-
dent of Schools William Foley, will
represent the public school systems
on the panels.

Leader/Times Publisher Horace
Corbin will be a panelist representing
the public perspective. Other mem-
bers of the newspaper including
Betsey Burgdorf, Fred Rossi, Paul
Peyton and Michael Pollack will act
as moderators and conduct interviews.

Data will be presented at the begin-
ning of the program to illustrate how
property taxes have been skyrocket-

Resident Says Proposed Zoning
Change Could Harm Aesthetics

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Fourth Ward
Councilman Jim Foerst announced
Tuesday night that the council’s Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee, of which he chairs, is examining
floor area ratio (FAR) and a proposed
reduction in height as part of a pro-
posed policy to address the construc-
tion of so-called McMansions on
smaller lots in town.

“The report in The Westfield Leader
(published in the May 12 issue) of the
proposal contained some confusion.
The piece the paper reported was
accurate. The piece that was missing
was the ordinance where we are con-
sidering changing the definition of
FAR but also in conjunction with
definition change, reviewing the ac-

tual new floor area ratio based on the
new definition,” he said.

“The thought from the developing
community and residents was that we
were going to change the definition
of FAR and then leave the percent-
ages, requiring people to build very
small homes. What was left out of
that was that we were going to review
the ordinance and make appropriate
changes. There’s definitely a misun-
derstanding. We need to get the right
facts out to people,” said Councilman
Foerst.

Westfield resident Greg Redington
addressed the council concerning the
revised zoning ordinance.

Mr. Redington, a licensed profes-
sional engineer, challenged the coun-
cil to give an architectural review
board the power to stop the spread of

McMansions.
“I don’t like the looks of these large

houses coming up dwarfing the other
houses next to them anymore than
anyone else does,” he said. “How-
ever, I’m not sure if because of that
you should penalize people who
bought their house and have a grow-
ing family and want to do the same
thing the neighbors have done.”

Mr. Redington continued, “The
most important thing is the architec-
tural element. Many of these new
homes are just two or three-story
straight up boxes with punched win-
dows and a small little two-foot porch.
Architecturally, you’re squeezing this
big ugly box into an area with (aes-
thetic) characteristics.”

Councilman Sal Caruana re-
sponded that to the extent Mr.
Redington can provide expertise, the
council will look to his experience
when providing models that can be
integrated. He said, however the ar-
chitectural review cannot become the
town’s “fashion police.”

Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin presented plans for its fourth
annual Downtown Westfield 5K Pizza
Extravaganza to be held on Wednes-
day, July 27. Coors has contacted the
DWC to distribute a new low carbo-
hydrate beer, Aspen Edge, at no cost.

“We did not market the inclusion of
alcohol. If we do approve it, it would
provide some measurement for fu-
ture plans to see if there’s interest,”
said Ms. Cronin.

Councilman Foerst said Mayor
Greg McDermott, who was not
present at Tuesday’s meeting, called
him about his reservations with the
availability of beer at the event.

Councilman Peter Echausse said it
sets a bad precedent. The event calls
for a “beer garden,” an enclosed area
where people can only drink within
the parameters of the garden.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
agreed and said that if allowed, a
police presence is needed to keep the
area safe, and, once it gets out of
hand, law enforcement have the power
to shut it down.

“I’m concerned that this event
draws thousands of people and I don’t
want to see a four-hour open bar after
the race,” Councilman Caruana said.

The council tentatively agreed to
allow a two-beer limit with police secur-


