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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Yang – To cry like a wild goose
2. Fatiferous – Deadly; destructive
3. Fantoccini – Puppets or marionettes
4. Squantum – A picnic

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PODEX
1. The feet and toes
2. A governor or chief magistrate
3. The rump or anal region
4. The last segment of a crustacean’s

limb
LOOB

1. Brushwood and thorns for making
and reparing hedges

2. Cornish for the sludge that comes
from washing tin ore

3. A ewe lamb or ewe mutton
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

PODITTI
1. A kingfisher having a serrated yel-

low beak
2. A soft-shelled river tortoise
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. A sand crab of the lower Mississippi

River region
DECOLLETAGE

1. A rogue, pirate, or thief
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is

stored or kept
3. A dress with a low cut neckline

bearing the neck and shoulders
4. To fade or erode

Fellow Resident Lauds Mayor Marks
For His Championing of Tax Reform

Response to Letter
By Ratner Is Brief

This letter is in response to Robert
Ratner’s letter that appeared in your 7/21/
05 paper.

WHAT???

Frank Arena
Westfield

Despite Promises, County Reneges
With Freight Service Re-Activation

Should Streets Be Closed to Traffic
For Dining & Entertainment Safety

It seems with each success come new challenges.
This is the case with sidewalk cafés and Jazz Nights
in downtown Westfield.

In the mid 1990s, the Westfield Town Council
passed an ordinance permitting sidewalk cafés in
downtown. The popularity rose quickly, such that
the ordinance had to undergo sweeping revisions in
1997 to manage the expansion.

Jazz Nights – “Sweet Sound of Downtown” started
in 1996 by the cooperative effort of the Westfield
Chamber of Commerce and the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC).

In 1997, a special tax then of $227,000 on down-
town businesses was implemented to fund the pro-
motional activities of the DWC. That special tax has
grown since, approaching $400,000 annually.

The Tuesday Jazz Nights in Westfield have be-
come a popular summer evening activity of relax-
ation and outdoor dining. People congregate to the
downtown for the 2-hour events. Attendance, wine
and dinner sales are up. The DWC has arranged a
great line-up of talented musicians for the year.

From the archives of July 1999, the then DWC
Director Michael La Place said, “People should plan
to have dinner at one of Westfield’s fine restaurants,
many offering outdoor dining at their sidewalk ca-
fes, and bring folding chairs if they would like to sit
and enjoy the music. Having music playing through-
out the downtown creates a welcoming ambiance for
everyone.”

Well, people are doing just what Mr. La Place
suggested. Because of the popularity and the crowds,
officials are now worried about pedestrian and traf-
fic safety. Unfortunately, people are not as careful as
they should be. Westfield is a safe place in most
ways, except for the traffic on a few of the streets.

Westfield has three busy thoroughfares going
through the heart of downtown – North Avenue,
Central Avenue and Broad Street. These roads are
necessary for the public and are county and state
controlled, so the town has no way to stem or
suspend the traffic.

During a nice summer evening, it’s difficult to
walk on the sidewalks downtown, because all the
restaurants and diners want to be outside. One must
often step between parked cars into the street to get
by diners, servers and tables lining the sidewalks.

Coupled with Tuesday’s Jazz Nights, the situation
is amplified. For most, it’s fun to be part of the

activity even though there is some inconvenience.
However, the preponderance of the evening dining

and pedestrian activity is on Elm, Quimby and
Prospect Streets – so, the town could close these
streets to traffic and parking should they deem it to
be in the best interest of the public.

For the few shops that remain open during the
summer evening, as well as shops on adjacent blocks,
this could be a benefit because there could be more
people and fewer cars. It may require training of the
public though, to park at the south side train station
and walk two blocks.

These streets are commonly closed to traffic at
various times of the year for filming of commercials
and movies, car shows, for the 5K Pizza run and the
like. These streets can’t be permanently closed though
because of the many delivery trucks requiring ac-
cess, such as for food, business supplies, novelties,
packages and garbage pickup. The fire department
requires truck turnaround access to the station across
from Prospect Street.

People bring their lawn chairs and sit between
parked cars to listen to the jazz. Crowds gather and
overflow into the streets when a particular jazz group
really starts to ramp it up

Due to the unabated traffic, the most precarious
areas seem to be on North Avenue by the train
station, on Central Avenue and where it intersects
with Broad Street. It would be tragic if a bystander
enjoying the jazz became distracted and stepped
backward off the curb into oncoming traffic.

Perhaps closing Quimby, Elm and Prospect Streets
to traffic and parking to accommodate dining and
entertainment during the summer evenings would be
a good idea – or maybe necessary.

The town is looking at optimizing how these exist-
ing, successful programs are being run – and in
assuring safety. Closing Elm, Quimby and Prospect
Streets could become a viable option in their planning.

If there are plans to expand the entertainment
programs, other areas of town, such as along South
Avenue, should be considered. Increasing the crowds
at current locations doesn’t seem feasible unless
automobile traffic concerns are dealt with.

We agree with the public and are in support of the
fun programs in downtown Westfield. The popular-
ity though, may be challenging officials to consider
Yogi’s admonition, “Nobody goes there anymore.
It’s too crowded.”

School Board Ignored
Fields Issue for Months

With all due respect, for you (Superin-
tendent Foley) to suggest that Tamaques
5 is a viable alternative to use of the
varsity field is almost as absurd as the
inability for the BOE to address this issue
for almost three months. While it is clear
to me that the interest of our teenage
baseball players was ignored this time,
how about stepping up for the baseball
players of this community and develop-
ing (and maintaining) the Roosevelt and
Edison JV fields into baseball fields that
we can all be proud of? Having had the
experience as a member of our WBL
Board, I would think then that you clearly
understand just how poorly our facilities
stack up against comparable (and incom-
parable) communities.

John Monaghan
Westfield

NJ Residents Are Urged to Train In
EMT and Volunteer Their Service

I would like to commend Mayor Mar-
tin Marks on his hard work and unyield-
ing dedication with regard to the Consti-
tutional Convention issue for tax reform.
I watched the forum last month and have
to admit that although we have often
agreed to disagree on many issues, I am in
his court on this one.

The forum was an excellent exchange
of ideas and all parties had good points to
ponder. It was obviously very hard for
some of the speakers to be bi-partisan,
“The Democrats did this …and the Re-
publicans did that…,” but at least they
tried. I think all are in agreement, at least
on camera, that to get anything done,
partisan politics needs to take a backseat.
Is that really possible in this time in which
we live?

A few items struck me, with regard to
spending and tax issues:

Remember many years ago, when it was
brought before the voters of New Jersey to
pass organized gambling within the state,
which would enable the casinos to be built
in Atlantic City? The promise that was
given to the taxpayers was “if we voted to
approve gambling, the revenues generated
would go to help fund education through-
out the state.” Special education was also
touted in the rhetoric over and over. Where
does this money go now? Do these rev-
enues wind up in the large black hole in
Trenton, with only a very small portion
being allocated for special education? Spe-
cial education should be fully funded by
the state. In addition, all of the associated
mandates handed down from the state and
Federal governments should be funded by
these behemoths.

I also liked the idea that other types of
“property” be taxed (stocks, bonds, ex-
pensive cars, jewelry); however, these
very affluent people and their special
interests will have a media field day at-
tempting to squelch that idea.

As a consultant for a Special Urban
District, I see how some of this funding is
spent, and the built-in waste. A look at
redistributing the states’ education funds,
more equitable within the state, does need
to be addressed.

Unfortunately, it will be seen as a battle
between the have and the have-not dis-
tricts, but under the current system, the
haves – have not! We in the suburbs are
drowning while our urban neighbors are
spending, spending, spending.

I agree with Mayor Marks that the
Legislature has failed the citizens of this
state, and believe that they cater only to
special interests, large donors and con-
tractors. They should not be allowed to
partake in the convention in any way.
They had their chance.

The delegates of this convention should
actually have the opportunity to deliber-
ate, at least initially, behind closed doors,
then, have final debates and voting open
to the public. In that way, there can be a
fair and open exchange of ideas between
delegates without fear of thoughts being
taken out of context and splashed over the
front page of tomorrow’s newspapers.

My best to Mayor Marks and his val-
iant efforts in fighting the spending and
corruption that takes place in Trenton.

Marcia Anderson
Scotch Plains

The quick, well-publicized actions of
New Jersey volunteer emergency medi-
cal technician (EMT) Sean Baran during
the July 7 terrorist bombings in London
are a terrific illustration of the value of
our state’s volunteer emergency medical
services (EMS).

Although Sean’s training and experi-
ence as a member of a volunteer EMS
organization have served his New Jersey
community well, they also prepared him
to respond effectively during emergency
situations anywhere. His skills, invalu-
able to the victims he assisted in London,
will prove useful to him and those around
him throughout his life. The fact that Sean
obtained those skills in New Jersey speaks
volumes about the quality of our state’s
volunteer EMS corps.

The nonprofit New Jersey State First
Aid Council, which celebrated its 75th
anniversary last year, represents more
than 20,000 EMS volunteers affiliated
with hundreds of first aid and rescue
squads throughout the state. Each year,

New Jersey’s established, reliable volun-
teer EMS base responds to hundreds of
thousands of calls for assistance all over
the state, saving taxpayers hundreds of
millions of dollars. That same corps of
volunteers demonstrated its critical im-
portance during and following the Sept.
11, 2001 attacks in New York City.

Sean is representative of the thousands
of EMS volunteers in New Jersey who
step in and help whenever and wherever
they are needed. With volunteer rolls ever
shrinking, the Council regularly steps up
recruitment and retention efforts to ex-
pand that base.

On the Council’s behalf, I ask New
Jersey’s residents to consider undertak-
ing EMT training and then volunteering
their services in their communities. The
skills they’ll acquire, as well as the re-
warding feeling that accompanies help-
ing someone in need, are just two of the
many guaranteed lifetime benefits.

Frederick Steinkopf
President, NJ First Aid Council.

The newspapers report that reactiva-
tion of freight service in Union County is
moving ahead. It is cited that the County
Economic Development director was
pleased and that some local businesses
expressed interest. Clearly, Gordon Fuller,
the president of the M&E railroad, is very
happy.

But then he should be; tens of millions
of dollars of taxpayers’ money are being
used to restore the line, and the M& E will
profit with little or no investment of its
own money. Articles fail to note that a bill
recently passed the NJ Assembly that
would have held up funding of all such
projects in the state pending review by a
special commission.

Obviously many of our leaders in Tren-
ton realize there is something amiss with
the resurgence of rail freight service in NJ
and are acting in the best interest of the
taxpayers. When the bill came up for a
vote in the State Senate, intervention by
Union County power broker Raymond
Lesniack revised the bill so that funding
for only Union County was to be left

unquestioned by any commission.
Newspaper articles only gloss over the

strong opposition by affected communi-
ties and local citizen groups. They fail to
mention that county freeholders had prom-
ised local communities there would be no
freight service only to renege on that prom-
ise after George Devanney was appointed
County Manager. The freeholders quickly
entered into a sweet heart deal with the
M&E without bids or public hearings.

Finally, there is no mention that Mr.
Devanney is Mr. Lesniak’s nephew. Coin-
cidence or business as usual in New Jersey?

The real question is who will actually
benefit the most from the reactivation?
It’s not the taxpayers, who are footing the
bill, or the homeowners whose property
values will be lost, or the commuters who
will sit on Route 22 waiting for the train
to cross. Who then is really behind this
and how do they stand to profit? That
would be a far more interesting article for
the paper to publish.

James Neville
Springfield

Letters to
the Editor

Smoking Ban In Cars: As
Ineffective As Cell Phone Ban

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

It seems that our state legislators want
to make life more difficult for state resi-
dents and business people rather than
focus on the important issues like reduc-
ing property taxes in New Jersey.

For instance, while it’s generally agreed
that smoking is bad for one’s own health,
and not good for those in the vicinity of a
smoker, some legislators now want to ban
motorists from smoking in their own cars.
This goes well beyond bans on smoking
on in restaurants, airplanes, trains, offices
and elsewhere where the general public
has a right to smoke-free air.

If smoking is bad, shouldn’t they ban
the hypocritical revenue business they’ve
created on taxing cigarettes?

Late last month, Assemblyman John
McKeon (Essex County) and Assembly-
woman Loretta Weinberg (Bergen
County) introduced A-4306, a bill that
would prohibit smoking cigarettes, cigars
and pipes while operating a motor ve-
hicle. This law sounds very familiar to the
ban on hand-held cell phones while oper-
ating a motor vehicle.

Like the cell phone law, the no-smok-
ing-in-your-car law would only be en-
forceable if a driver was stopped by po-
lice for another offense, such as speeding
or some other moving violation. So as
long as you’re obeying the rules of the
road and your car has valid license plates
and inspection tags and your brake lights
are in working order, you’d be free to
smoke to your heart’s delight-while chat-
ting on your hand-held cell phone.

Take things an absurd step or two fur-
ther and imagine what might be next on
the agendas of those who think govern-
ment should play the role of “nanny.”
We’re figuring the basis for the McKeon/
Weinberg legislation is that smoking in a
car distracts the driver from paying full
attention to the road. So, if smoking and
talking on cell phones interfere with the
safe operation of a car, what about out-
lawing the reading of hand-written direc-
tions while driving? Or applying make-
up? Or checking one’s appearance in the

rearview mirror? Or setting limits on how
loud a car stereo can be played? Or turn-
ing your head to shush unruly kids in the
backseat?

This ridiculous piece of legislation de-
serves to be buried and forgotten in com-
mittee, much as a related proposal — a bill
sponsored by Assemblyman Anthony
Chiappone that would prohibit smoking
in a car when someone under age 16 is a
passenger - has fared since its introduc-
tion 14 months ago. Does New Jersey
need another law as irrelevant and tooth-
less as the existing cell phone ban?

Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood recently had her legislation to
ban the by-products of crystal meth signed
by Governor Richard Codey. Her bill
requires pharmacists to limit purchases of
large quantities of over-the-county cold
medicines that can be used to manufac-
ture crystal meth. Great, now our pharma-
cists are supposed to be drug enforcement
agents?

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick of
Westfield has been spending his time on
promoting kindness and civility among
people. Is this really the role of an elected
government official?

Assemblyman Eric Munoz of Summit
has a bill that would make it a motor vehicle
offense for failure to remove snow and ice
from a vehicle. Do we really need a law for
that? Isn’t it just common sense?

Senator Nicholas Scutari of Linden, who
represents Scotch Plains and Fanwood, has
legislation on the books to ban trucks on
certain roads with steep grades. Isn’t it more
important for our police officials to be fo-
cusing on unsafe and unlicensed drivers
who are driving large rigs on our highways?

Perhaps some legislator, noting the
negative effects of ill health on business,
productivity and medical costs, will find
the time to propose a law mandating hats
and gloves whenever the temperature
drops below freezing — All in the name
of “protecting” us from ourselves.

Instead, we’d urge our legislators to
stop looking out for us via silly legislation
and start focusing on the important things,
like enacting state budgets with less than
a few minutes to spare.

Letters to the Editor

What Could Lead To
BOE Closing Ball Field?

The Westfield Board of Education re-
cently voted to abruptly close the varsity
baseball field at Edison Intermediate
School in response to one neighbor’s com-
plaint that balls were entering his yard
during the games. The players were in-
formed of this decision by Westfield po-
licemen, who arrived during a game to
advise them to move to the junior varsity
field at the other end of the lot.

This field has inadequate conditions
and a treacherous parking situation. Not
only are there no bleachers for the specta-
tors, but there are also no dugouts to
shield the players from the sun. There is a
large group of youngsters who play rugby
on the nearby field during games who are
at risk of being hit by balls or running
players, as there is no fence.

In addition, there is insufficient park-
ing due to the numerous large potholes
and areas of churned-up pavement taking
up most of the lot. If I were a litigious
person, I would advise the Board of my
intent to sue if my son requires medical
attention for heat stroke, sunburn or mi-
graine due to lack of cover, or if I should
break a limb in a pothole or have an
accident due to — well, I’m sure you get
the idea.

Unfortunately, the opportunities for
lawsuits are numerous and varied at this
location.

While I certainly sympathize with the
neighbor’s safety concerns, I fail to un-
derstand why he didn’t foresee this situa-
tion when considering purchasing a home
in such proximity to a high school base-
ball field. Perhaps that is an issue he
should bring up with his realtor. After all,
you can’t buy a home near the railroad
tracks and then complain about the noise.
Ironically, as concerned as he is for his
own personal safety and that of his fam-
ily, he seems to have little regard for the
safety of others.

It’s been said that when a ball entered
his yard, he threw it back deliberately and
indiscriminately onto the field during the
game, in apparent retaliation. Fortunately,
it did not hit one of our players, but it very
easily could have.

I would like to know what discussion,
if any, took place before the Board of
Education came to this decision. Are we
to be held hostage to every single com-
plaint in this town due to fear of litiga-
tion? What’s next Westfield?

Wake up, members of the BOE; you
were elected to thoughtfully pursue solu-
tions to problems that benefit the commu-
nity as a whole, not to have a knee-jerk
response to one individual’s complaint.
Perhaps the voters of Westfield will have
their own knee-jerk response next elec-
tion day. I certainly hope so.

Dr. Karen Schulhafer
Westfield

Resident Seeks Clarity
On Tax Bill Submittals

The article for Mountainside regarding
payments to municipal taxes was a timely
one. I made sure some of our neighbors
knew the change. Question, though, since
the late certification of the tax rate was
from the state, does this also apply to
Westfield?

If so, is there a pending adjustment date
for our tax bill submittal here in Westfield?
Was this an omission or didn’t the
Westfield Town Council know that the
county/state is late?

P.S. (after your follow-up) I did re-
ceive in the mail some sort of notification
but the clarifications for delayed payment
seemed not as clear as Mountainside.

John Runta
Westfield

Ride, Sally, Ride
On Tuesday morning, the Dis-

covery, STS-114 space shuttle
returned America to space. Space
exploration provides a vision for
mankind – not without sacrifice,
though no regrets. The sacrifices:

Columbia, 2003: Rick Husband,
William McCool, Michael Ander-
son, David Brown, Kalpana Chawla,
Laurel Clark and Ilan Ramon.

Challenger, 1986: Francis
Scobee, Michael Smith, Sharon
Christa McAuliffe, Ronald
McNair, Ellison Onizuka, Judith

Resnik and Gregory Jarvis.
“If we die, we want people to

accept it. We’re in a risky busi-
ness, and we hope that if anything
happens to us it will not delay the
program. The conquest of space is
worth the risk of life.” — Gus
Grissom (John Barbour et al.,
Footprints on the Moon (The As-
sociated Press, 1969), p. 125.).

Apollo I, 1967: Virgil “Gus”
Grissom, Edward White, II, Roger
Chaffee.

‘Ride, Sally, Ride.’


