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Cheri Rogowsky for The ScotchPlains-Fanwood Times
Archives May 13, 1999: ON THE SCENE...The crew from TV-34 take a break
during the filming of last weekís National Day of Prayer Service in Scotch Plains.
Pictured, left to right, are: Emmi Rank, Bob Merkle and George Doldourus.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALMOST THERE…The Union County Engineering building on South Avenue
in Scotch Plains is almost finished. The exterior is complete, but construction is
ongoing for the interior.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING SHAPE…The new Heather Glenn homes off Jerusalem Road are
taking shape as development in the area thrives.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KIDS HELPING KIDS…The boys and girls of “Summer Quest” received their certificates of participation on Friday at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. They performed parable skits for kids from Children’s Specialized Hospital and later for
friends and family. Shelley Gardner (standing) organized the camp.

County, Local Towns Work To
Complete Summer Road Projects

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Several local streets will
be undergoing renovations over the
next few weeks.

Westfield is having curb replace-
ment done on Dorian Road in front of
Westfield High School and on Elm
Street from Dudley Avenue to New-
ton Place. While the roads will be
closed, police presence will be avail-
able for traffic control. Detours are
set up to alleviate traffic problems
that these projects will cause, and
residents are able to access their prop-
erties.

Both projects are required to be
completed by the end of August so as
not to conflict with school openings,
said Assistant Town Engineer Kris
McAloon.

Other construction projects are tak-
ing place in August. The south side

train station parking lot (Lot 3) will
be repaved and the parking spots will
be restriped. Both Highland Avenue
between Hillside Avenue and Birch
Place and North Chestnut Avenue
from Broad Street to Mountain Av-
enue received contracts and construc-
tion will begin in the first or second
week of August. There will also be
“various road improvements in mul-
tiple locations,” according to Mr.
McAloon.

This year’s Westfield municipal
budget also includes projects that will
take place in the spring of 2006.

Scotch Plains will be having a few
curb projects, but most of the work
will include repaving 12 to 24 streets
with a rented paving machine.

The largest project is on Plainfield
Avenue from the Westfield town line
to Beryllium Road. New curbs are
being placed and it will be repaved

Township Working With BOE
To Upgrade TV-34 for Viewers

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
township’s public access television
channel 34 is undergoing some
changes that will lead to a greater
cooperative effort between the mu-
nicipal building and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, along with
some significant technology up-
grades.

Mayor Martin Marks confirmed to
The Times last week that Bill
McMeekan, a teacher at the high
school who also oversees the school’s
television programming, would be-
come director of what will now be

referred to as “Scotch Plains Televi-
sion.”

“We already share the station,” the
mayor said, “so we thought it would
be a natural to share personnel and
equipment in order to provide a bet-
ter, cost-effective service to citizens
of Scotch Plains.”

He added that Mr. McKeekan “was
enthusiastic about the upgrade in tech-
nology and the opportunities that a
shared services package could pro-
vide for the community.”

At the township council’s July 12
public meeting, personnel from the
high school handled the television
broadcasting responsibilities instead

of the volunteers who have manned
the cameras for a number of years.
It’s not clear whether those four vol-
unteers will choose to take part in the
new arrangement.

Mayor Marks said he and the coun-
cil “feel strongly that our TV-34 staff
did a remarkable job as volunteers for
the community. We are certainly ap-
preciative of the hundreds of hours
they dedicated to make TV-34 one of
the more preeminent and cutting edge
cable stations in the state.”

The council has been investigating
a technology upgrade that would pro-
vide for a state of the art “bulletin
board” scroll on TV-34. Early last
year, representatives from a company
that provides such technology made a
presentation to council members. The
mayor explained that the new tech-
nology, “can either be provided by an
outside firm or we can purchase the
hardware/software itself and admin-
ister it ourselves. Not only would this
give us a better appearance on our
bulletin board but would also afford
us and the board of education the
capability of posting emergency an-
nouncements remotely without be-
ing present in the municipal build-
ing.”

“There will no doubt be some
bumps in the road during the transi-
tion period,” the mayor told The Times.
“However, once the new technology,
equipment, and full blown shared
services agreement is up and run-
ning, we believe we will have a fan-
tastic station.”
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due to a state contract. There will be
a detour and the project should last
four to six weeks, officials said.

Garwood’s roadwork will not com-
mence until the fall. Lexington Av-
enue from Hemlock to Hickory and
East Street from Hemlock and
Hickory and Locust to Beech will
receive repaving, draining, sidewalk
renovation and new curbing.

Fanwood’s new Director of Public
Works, Clint Dixon, said that bids are
being drawn up for projects that
should be completed at the end of
August.

Union County road projects are
also taking place in the area. In
Westfield, the county will be repav-
ing East Broad Street between Elmer
Street and Springfield Avenue. The

Power Outage Blamed
On Demand on System

Commerce Bank to Explain
Paver Situation Next Month

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Planning Board expects to hear
from representatives of Commerce
Bank next month about why the bank
installed brick pavers outside its Park
Avenue branch that were not in com-
pliance with township standards, and
whether the site plans that were ap-
proved by the board three years ago
included the different colored bricks.

The board was set to discuss the
matter at its meeting on Monday
evening, but when Commerce Bank
attorney Robert Kraus was unable to
attend, the board granted a request by
Eric Tomczak, the architect who drew
the site plans three years ago, to post-
pone the hearing until September.

“This case has some issues,” Board
Attorney Dan Bernstein said in urg-
ing a postponement. “It’s not fair for
Commerce Bank not to be represented
by counsel.”

Local regulations require red brick
pavers to be installed at new build-
ings in the downtown business dis-
trict, but bank representatives said it
was unclear whether those require-
ments included pavers on a property’s
interior. Commerce Bank installed
the required red pavers at the perim-
eter of its property at the corner of

Park and Mountain Avenues, but, in
keeping with the bank’s overall de-
sign standards, put gray pavers in the
area outside its building.

In the only other item on its agenda,
the board approved an application by
The PRC Group, which is developing
the age-restricted Heather Glen hous-
ing development, for six lot line read-
justments and a front yard setback
variance on one lot.

The first of the 52 single-family
homes, which are restricted to those
55 and older, are currently being con-
structed between Jerusalem Road and
Brightwood Park in Westfield. PRC’s
attorney, John Giunco, explained that
the lot line readjustments were needed
to make the lots “more radial” to the

cul-de-sacs on which they are situ-
ated. The lots in question would have
the same dimensions, he added.

Engineer Cyril Kucera called it “a
reshuffling” of lot lines that, he also
emphasized, would not change the
sizes of any of the lots.

The setback variance for a corner,
wedge-shaped lot was needed, Mr.
Kucera said, to bring the fronts of the
houses on the street into alignment
for streetscaping purposes. The board
was satisfied with the proposals for
the lot line adjustments and the vari-
ance and approved both without dis-
cussion.

The board has no meetings in Au-
gust. Its next meeting is set for Mon-
day, September 12.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Several towns, includ-
ing Westfield and Fanwood, lost
power on July 19 due to equipments
failure caused by a heat wave.

PSE&G spokeswoman Jennifer
Connell told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the outages occurred be-
tween 6 and 10 p.m. and also in-
cluded Plainfield and Kenilworth.

The spokeswoman did not have an
actual number of customers who lost
power. She said most power “was
restored by the time they retired Tues-
day evening.”

Westfield Police Captain John
Parizeau said the power outage lasted
for several hours and was situated
mostly in the northern part of the
town. He said the department received
some calls from residents in which,
he said the department advised call-
ers that PSE&G was working on the
problem.

He said there were a few other
“intermittent” power failures over the
previous week. In some cases, he
said, electrical power went out for
less than a minute before being re-
stored.

Ms. Connell said the outage on
July 19 occurred due to “a series of

unrelated equipment failures”
caused by high temperatures and
humidity.

“On Tuesday night (July 19) we
saw our highest demand for power of
any day so far this year,” said Ms.
Connell.

“Tuesday was a day that really taxed
the system,” Ms. Connell said.

She said customers returning home
for work put on their air conditioners,
which significantly increased de-
mand.

PSE&G has responded to the prob-
lems by conducting what Ms. Connell
described as “infrared inspections”
to identify trouble spots in the over-
head cables.

“It’s a continuing prices,” she said
of the inspections.

The July 19 outages in Westfield
included East Broad Street from
Euclid Area to Springfield Avenue, as
observed by a reporter from The
Leader and The Times.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
said an area between Terrill Road and
Martine Avenue, mostly in Fanwood,
lost power overnight on July 19.

In a related incident, crews restored
a traffic signal at East Broad Street
and Euclid Avenue in Westfield after
a contractor accidentally struck an
underground cable.
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Few Local Problems Found
On Access to Public Records

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Area towns are reporting
few problems in responding to re-
quests per the state’s Open Public
Records Act (OPRA), which was cre-
ated in 2002. However, the County of
Union has been put on the Govern-
ments Records Council (GRC) ma-
trix watch list per multiple requests
filed by a Cranford resident.

OPRA was implemented to clarify
and simplify the process of request-
ing government documents and in-
formation by the public. Through
OPRA ordinary citizens can now re-
quest public information and man-
dated timely responses to those re-
quests by government entities.

E.J. Miranda, a spokesman for the
GRC, reported that since the GRC’s
inception in 2002 to date, 406 OPRA
cases have been adjudicated by the
council. Of those, 147 cases have
been referred to mediation and 92 or
63 percent were resolved.

In 2003, the average number of
cases that came before the council
each month was eight. In 2005, to
date, the average number of cases per
month is 32. The council has taken a
number of steps to expedite the com-
plaint process, he said.

Between 2004 and 2005 there were
360 complaints filed with the GRC
statewide with 11 of those from Union
County. Most of the complaints filed
with the GRC come from private citi-
zens.

Mr. Miranda said of the 11 cases
filed in Union County, Tina Renna of
Cranford filed seven. Her husband,
Joe, filed one.

Although Ms. Renna claimed the
county intentionally stonewalled her
on her OPRA requests, the GRC found
that the county did not “knowingly
and willfully” violate OPRA. Ms.
Renna withdrew one of the cases af-
ter the GRC referred the case to the
state’s Office of Administrative Law.

According to Mr. Miranda, one case
found in favor of the county due to the
information requested having been
found to be proprietary. In the sixth
case the GRC found that the county
should have been more diligent in
handling the request, but it did not
rise to a knowing and willing viola-
tion of OPRA. The last two cases are
open and pending a decision.

Sebastian D’Elia, a spokesman for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, said excessive abuses of
the system have been a problem,
which has resulted in time-consum-
ing and costly overruns for the county.

Mr. D’Elia reported that Ms. Renna
has abused the system with over 200
requests in a three-year period, alleg-
edly costing taxpayers more than
$100,000 in employee overtime, just
to attend to her demands for informa-
tion.

The Clerk to the Board of Chosen
Freeholders, Nicole Tedeschi, said
Ms. Renna has filed so many legal

Don Williams for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER ROAD REPAIRS…Crews are replacing curbs on Plainfield Avenue
in front of the Scotch Hills Country Club. A number of road projects are
scheduled for completion by Labor Day throughout the area.


