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She explained that she returned Ms.
Brown’s call on February 14 upon
returning from vacation and asked
her why she did not contact Officer
Pierce regarding the matter. Detec-
tive Perrotta continued that Ms.
Brown said in talking with Officer
Pierce at the scene, she asked and was
informed that Detective Perrotta was
Officer Pierce’s superior officer.

Detective Perrotta said she asked
for and received a copy of the sum-
mons dropped off at the police de-
partment by Ms. Brown. She said she
had Officer Pierce void Ms. Brown’s
ticket after it was determined the meter
in question was in fact broken.

Mr. Abdellah said a statement by
Ms. Brown contradicts the Detective
Perrotta’s statement. The attorney said
Ms. Brown’s statement indicated that
she spoke to Officer Pierce at the scene
and said the meter would not accept
dimes. She placed dimes into the meter
to show him; however, this time the
meter recorded the time properly.

Detective Perrotta testified that on
February 17, she spoke to Police Chief
Bernard Tracy who asked about the
voiding of Ms. Brown’s ticket. It was
during this conversation where De-
tective Perrotta said Chief Tracy no-
tified her of the charges made against
her by Detective Chambers.

At the hearing, Chief Tracy was
facing Detective Perrotta while sit-
ting next to Mr. Plosia. Detective sat
between her attorneys.

Detective Perrotta said she ques-
tioned Officer Pierce as to the accusa-
tion and asked him if he (Officer
Pierce) had been ordered to take any
illegal actions in voiding Ms. Brown’s
summons. She said the officer stated
the void of the ticket was conducted
legally and informed her of the al-
leged ticket fix ordered by Detective
Chambers.

Mr. Abdellah attacked Detective
Perrotta’s credibility, noting the date
filed for paperwork to void Ms.
Brown’s was listed as February 4
when she (Detective Perrotta) was on

vacation, instead of February 16, af-
ter she returned to work.

“Is it part of police procedure to
have the date rigged on voided tick-
ets?” Mr. Addellah questioned.

“Yes,” Detective Perrotta re-
sponded.

Detective Perrotta granted, on cross
examination, that Officer Pierce failed
to get a signature to void the ticket
from her or Mr. Morgan.

Detective Perrotta testified that the
parking officer makes the decision to
have a ticket voided, although a supe-
rior officer’s signature is necessary to
properly complete the process. Voided
tickets are turned over to the Westfield
Municipal Court, said Detective
Perrotta.

The department’s second witness,
Mr. Morgan, testified that the voiding
of Ms. Brown’s and Detective Cham-
bers tickets (by Officer Pierce) were
illegal due to the fact Officer Pierce
failed to get a superior officer’s sig-
nature (either Captain Morgan or
Detective Perrotta) on either form as
required by the department.

During his testimony, Captain Mor-
gan stated that had Ms. Brown’s ticket
been submitted to the violations bu-
reau which, he said, should have con-
tacted parking services to have some-
one sign the voided tickets.

At this point, the hearing was ad-
journed.

Mr. Plosia told The Westfield Leader
that only half of the case against De-
tective Chambers has been presented.

On Friday, the following day, The
Westfield Leader formally requested
a copy of the charges pending against
Detective Chambers, according to the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA).

Captain John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department said that
this is probably part of Detective
Chamber’s personnel file and nor-
mally is exempt from OPRA. He ac-
knowledged that this hearing has been
made public and that he would find
out how to proceed on the request for
a copy of the charges.
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* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (2.75% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (2.75% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

** When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, FREE ATM fees up to $10.00; FREE service charge on Traveler’s Cheques; additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates 
limit one 0.25% premium.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month. 
Minimum 2.75% APY guaranteed until 12/31/05.
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on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs

FREE First order of checks!

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!**

FREE ATM fees up to $10

2.75%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money        
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!
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Power Outages Blamed
On High System Demand

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Several towns, including
Westfield and Fanwood, lost power on
July 19 due to equipments failure caused
a heat wave.

PSE&G spokeswoman Jennifer
Connell told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the outages occurred between 6 and 10
p.m. and also included Plainfield and
Kenilworth.

The spokeswoman did not have an
actual number of customers who lost
power. She said most power “was re-
stored by the time they retired Tuesday
evening.”

Westfield Police Captain John Parizeau
said the power outage lasted for several
hours and was situated mostly in the north-
ern part of the town. He said the depart-
ment received some calls from residents
in which, he said the department advised
callers that PSE&G was working on the
problem.

He said there were a few other “inter-
mittent” power failures over the previous
week. In some cases, he said, electrical
power went out for less than a minute
before being restored.

Ms. Connell said the outage on July 19

occurred due to “a series of unrelated
equipment failures” caused by high tem-
peratures and humidity.

“On Tuesday night (July 19) we saw
our highest demand for power of any day
so far this year,” said Ms. Connell.

“Tuesday was a day that really taxed
the system,” Ms. Connell said.

She said customers returning home for
work put on their air conditioners, which
significantly increased demand.

PSE&G has responded to the problems
by conducting what Ms. Connell described
as “infrared inspections” to identify
trouble spots in the overhead cables.

“It’s a continuing process,” she said of
the inspections.

The July 19 outages in Westfield in-
cluded East Broad Street from Euclid
Area to Springfield Avenue, as observed
by a reporter from and The Westfield
Leader.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
said an area between Terrill Road and
Martine Avenue, mostly in Fanwood, lost
power overnight on July 19.

In a related incident, crews restored a
traffic signal at East Broad Street and
Euclid Avenue in Westfield after a con-
tractor accidentally struck an underground
cable.

released with summonses.
Someone forcibly entered a busi-

ness in the 300 block of West Broad
Street and removed $20 to $30 in
change from the cash register.

Following a dispute at a Central
Avenue service station, Glenn
Miller, 45, of Westfield was arrested
on charges of making terroristic
threats, unlawful possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon
for an unlawful purpose.

After what began as a verbal al-
tercation, Miller is alleged to have
chased an attendant at the station
with a sawed-off axe handle
wrapped in electrical tape. Bail was
set at $500.

FRIDAY,
JULY 15

A Woodmere Drive resident re-
ported that he was robbed of $105
by a female acquaintance who put
him in a headlock and grabbed his
wallet, then fled to a waiting ve-
hicle. No arrests have been made in
the case.

SATURDAY,
JULY 16

Kevin Geddes, 26, of Scotch Plains
was charged with two counts of pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance after his arrest on Moun-
tain Avenue on an active contempt
of court warrant for $2,500 issued
by the Newark Municipal Court.

Geddes is alleged to have been in
possession of four methadose pills
and 34 Xanax tablets. Bail was set
at $2,500 on the Westfield charge
as well.

SATURDAY,
JULY 9

Keith Rothgarn, 24, of High
Bridge was arrested in the 200 block
of Ross Place on charges of posses-
sion of a weapon for an unlawful
purpose and unlawful possession
of a weapon.

Responding to a report of a disor-
derly person, police said they found
Rothgarn to be in possession of a
kitchen knife with an eight-inch blade,
the handle of which they saw sticking
out from his shirt. Rothgarn was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

WEDNESDAY,
JULY 13

Agatino Tartivita, 63, of Fanwood
was arrested at the Route 28 circle
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated, refusal to submit to a
breathalyzer test and careless driv-
ing. He was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Jarrel Godette, 18, of Scotch
Plains was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at North and Dudley
Avenues and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. He was released
on his own recognizance with a
summons.

THURSDAY,
JULY 14

Corey G. Hewitt, 19, of Plainfield
was arrested at West South Avenue
and Hort Street and charged with
possession of marijuana with in-
tent to distribute; possession of over
50 grams of marijuana  and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. He was

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Mayor to Appoint Citizen
Com. for Community Center

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD- During Tuesday
night’s meeting of the mayor and
council, Mayor Dennis McCarthy
announced that he would appoint a
committee of citizens to make rec-
ommendations concerning the issues
involved in building a community
center. This is in response to the tre-
mendous outcome and variety of opin-
ion at the June 30 meeting.

“Many new ideas were brought out
which are certainly worth exploring be-
fore taking any further action,” he said.

The mayor would like the committee to
gather information from the public and
various groups to make these recommen-
dations.

Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
informed the governing body that the
2004 state Department of Transporta-
tion (DOR) project is finished, and the
trees have been planted. This com-
pletes the reconstruction of three streets
— Myrtle, Spruce and East.

“Hopefully we will be out for bid in
mid-August on the 2005 DOT
project,” said Mr. Guarriello. The

2005 project will involve the recon-
struction of various streets, curbing
and sidewalks in the borough.

Mr. Guarriello also said that he has
the bid documents prepared for the
potential cell tower that is to be erected
behind the Hess Station. “We are go-
ing to offer the use of the property and
they will submit quotes for how much
they are going to pay the borough for
use of the property.” Sprint or Verizon
may be potential bidders.

The council presented checks Tues-
day night to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (BOE), the fire
department and the first aid squad. The
money came from negotiations that the
governing body had with Comcast re-
garding the cable franchise agreement.

John Drone accepted a check for $1,000
on behalf of the first aid squad and Fire
Chief Rich Bonfanti accepted a check for
$1,000. BOE President Adele Lewis and
BOE technology representative Glenn
Stott were presented a check for $13,000.

Due to the summer schedule, the
next council meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, August 23, at 7:30 p.m. A
workshop session will begin at 7 p.m.

Gildea said that “the application is
not acceptable in its current sidewalk
sale form” and that the business would
have to resubmit its application in
order to be considered. He reminded
the council that construction would
proceed in 2006 on the
reconfiguration of the north side lot
and that that the permit would only be
good from August 2 to November 30.

Before the start of Tuesday’s con-
ference meeting, the council con-
ducted a special meeting to introduce
a special ordinance providing for
improvements to parking facilities
and the appropriation of funds for lot
three (south side train station lot).

The project will include milling,
striping, curbing and lighting. Mr.
Gildea said that the amount of the
project, as currently constituted, has
decreased because the town has found
another lighting vendor, who came in
with a bid. The council passed the
ordinance on first reading, 8-0, with
Second Ward Councilman Raphael
Betancourt absent.

During the regular council confer-
ence meeting, a bid for various road
projects was discussed after the town
was forced to re-bid when an initial
bid came in too high. Mr. Gildea
noted that it “didn’t have the normal
contractors pick it (bid specifica-
tions) up.”

Kris McAloon, assistant town en-
gineer, said that the town opened the

bid on Monday and that the town
would contract with Schifano Con-
struction, who worked on Rahway
Avenue last year.

Mr. McAloon called Schifano a
“reputable firm” and said they came
in at $370,000, which was $50-70,000
less than the first bid. Mr. Gildea said
that while the town estimated the cost
of the project at  $300,000, the town
will pool its road project money to-
gether and use surplus from previous
years, making the new road projects
costs “well within budget,” citing, for
example, the $80,000 leftover for re-
pairs to Elm Street.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
noted that with oil prices at their
current level, “bids will only get
worse.”

The council also noted that Union
County is overseeing various road
projects, one being East Broad Street
between Elmer Street and Spring-
field Avenue, which will take ap-
proximately five days to complete
and begin this Friday.

Councilman Echausse outlined,
under the Finance Committee report,
a plan to “upgrade the town’s pres-
ence on the world wide web.” Coun-
cilman Echausse presented three pre-
liminary options. The first option
would be to continue on the official
westfieldnj.net website, while other
options include working with the
DWC and Sherry Cronin in conjunc-
tion with westfieldtoday.com or cre-
ating a brand new .gov website.

Councilman Echausse said that the
idea of working with the DWC was
promising because of a “bigger pres-
ence and their great layout. They get
65,000 hits a week.” He described
westfieldtoday.com as a “vibrant site”
and said that the DWC was “an ex-
tended arm of the town of Westfield,”
making it a promising marriage.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky said that
the “intent is to improve the current
site and provide for better communi-
cation to citizens,” while emphasiz-
ing the idea of cost sharing with the
DWC and managing both their con-
tent and the town’s.
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