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Prospect Street Buildings
Demolished for Ward Dev.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Two commercial
office buildings, located at 111 and
129 Prospect Street and owned by
James Ward, were demolished this
week.

Mr. Ward intends to  construct  a
35-unit age-restricted facility on the
site. However, construction has been
delayed pending the outcome of liti-
gation filed by another builder.

In order to be in compliance with
the New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs, Mr. Ward had to re-
move all asbestos that existed on the
current building, which was previously
occupied by Statistical Research. The
building dates back to the early 20th
century, when it served as the home of
municipal jail and town hall.

The town postponed the demoli-
tion, but Mr. Ward pushed to get the
decision acted upon because he feared
that after removing decades of asbes-
tos buildup, “the walls might fall on
their own.”

At the June 28 agenda meeting, the
Westfield Town Council agreed that
the circumstances surrounding the
demolition of the office buildings
were  extraordinary and that the build-
ings’ unsafe condition had to be taken
into consideration prior to approving
the  demolition permit, knowing that
it may have set a precedent.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky agreed at
the meeting, noting that the building’s
condition would have attracted “ver-

min and mosquitoes. Mold (was)
growing on the walls.”

One potential hold up to any site
work is pending litigation against
Ward and O’Donnell Property De-
velopment Co., Inc. filed by
Newpointe Realty, LLC.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said, “New Pointe Realty engaged
the town in a lawsuit and claims the
town has given Mr. Ward preferential
treatment and had spot zoned (for the
age-restricted facility.)

“We filed for a dismissal of the
lawsuit and there will be a hearing in
the next week or two. We maintain
that there is no spot zoning and the
construction was done for the right
reasons and to increase this housing
stock,” said Mr. Gildea. “We’re look-
ing at a vacant property until the
lawsuit is finalized.”

Town Attorney Robert Cockren
said, “There was an allegation by the
owners (New Pointe Realty) that the
zoning was invalid. In practical terms,
I doubt that the construction would
be permitted without the resolution
of the lawsuit. If the lawsuit were
successful, Mr. Ward could take his
project before the board of adjust-
ment for a use-variance.”

Mr. Ward said he expects to prevail
in the lawsuit.

“It’s (age-restricted housing) in
great demand from the townspeople.
I’m 100 percent sure that we will
prevail and they (New Pointe) is just
doing this to be a nuisance,” he said.

Hearing Begins For Police Officer
With an Unusual Public Forum

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

 

WESTFIELD – In an unusual pub-
lic forum, the Westfield Police De-
partment began its disciplinary hear-
ing last Thursday at noon against
Detective Sandra Chambers, suppos-
edly charged with fixing a $20 park-
ing ticket and covering up the matter.

Detective Chambers has been sus-
pended with pay since March. Dur-

for 11 a.m. on Wednesday, August 17.
The hearing was made public at the

insistence of Detective Chambers,
which is within her rights according
to written procedures for departmen-
tal disciplinary hearings. Detective
Chambers was the first woman hired
by the department when she joined
the force in 1995.

Held in the Community Room of
the municipal building, approxi-

Chambers.
The police department’s case was

presented by James Plosia, Jr. of the
law firm of Apruzzese, McDermott,
Mastro & Murphy of Liberty Corner,
which represents the town in labor
matters.

Attorney Hassan Abdellah of Eliza-
beth represented Detective Cham-
bers.

James Damato, a Morris County
attorney, conducted the hearing. He
said his role was, “to determine what
the facts are and to listen to all of the
evidence.” His recommendations are
non-binding.

During the hearing, it was brought
out that Detective Chambers had ac-
cused Detective Perrotta of improp-
erly ordering special police officer
Jonathan Pierce, Jr. to void a parking
ticket for her friend.

When Detective Perrotta con-
fronted officer Pierce on the allega-
tion, the officer responded, “If any-
thing it was Sandy that made me void
a ticket a ticket for her son.”

Officer Pierce is still employed but
can no longer issue parking sum-
mons, Mr. Morgan said.

The police department initiated its
case against Detective Chambers by
focusing on this matter — a parking
ticket that was voided for Jill Brown,
a secretary at Jefferson Elementary
School. Officer Pierce wrote the ticket
on February 4.

Detective Perrotta, who teaches the
bicycle safety and Stranger-Danger
programs at the school, testified that
she was left a message on her voice
mail at work on February 4 by Ms.
Brown who said she received a ticket
at a meter that was broken at Munici-
pal Lot No. 7.

Detective Perrotta, who was on
vacation in Aruba when the ticket
was issued, testified that the ticket
was voided after it was determined
the meter was broken. Another of-
ficer was dispatched to investigate
the matter and a report of the broken
meter was filed.

ing the three-hour plus hearing, no
charges pending against Detective
Chambers were mentioned.

Testimony was taken from Police
Detective Lisa Perrotta, who super-
vises parking ticket operations, and
Parking Director John Morgan. The
hearing was adjourned at the end of
the day for continuation scheduled

mately three-dozen people attended
including police officials, members
of the press plus family and friends of
Detective Chambers. Plainfield Po-
lice Captain Siddeeq El-Amin, Presi-
dent of the northern New Jersey chap-
ter of the National Organization of
Black Law Enforcement Executives
also attended in support of detective

Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
GETTING ADVICE...Detective Sandra Chambers confers with with  a  sup-
porter during the disciplinary hearing last Thursday in the Community Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building. The hearing is unusual in that it has been made
public at the option of Detective Chambers, yet no charges have been released to
the public nor have they been discussed during the proceedings. A continuation
of the hearing is scheduled for August 17.
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DWC to Use Surplus Funds to Hire
Off-Duty Police Officer for Patrol

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said the Downtown
Westfield Corporation’s (DWC) hir-
ing of an off-duty police officer is a
pilot program included in the DWC’s
2005 budget that was approved by the
town council.

The DWC initiated the program,
which is aimed at moving groups of
teenagers who congregate on week-
nights in the downtown.

Mr. Gildea said the program would
be paid for through DWC surplus
funds, which, he noted, must be spent
this year.

If the initiative is successful, it may
be added as a permanent program
within the town’s operational budget.
He described the pilot as a “preven-
tive” safety program for the town.

Mr. Gildea said the DWC had
previously requested an officer due
to problems associated with teen-
agers loitering in the downtown,
especially near the Rialto Theatre
and Starbucks. Although the police
department patrolled the area last
year, the DWC decided to go a step
further after some older citizens
complained of not being able to get
by teenagers gathered on downtown
sidewalks.

Noting the town does not have an
ordinance to address loitering, Mr.
Gildea said the goal of the pilot pro-
gram is “to let everybody know we
have a safe downtown.”

“If anything does happen, we will
have officers on the scene,” he said,
adding that the police have responded
to fights involving out-of-town youths
in the past.

He said the DWC believed a “con-
stant presence” by an off-duty uni-
formed police officer would help de-
ter teenagers from causing any prob-
lems in town.

On another matter, the town is con-
sidering a change in Westfield’s offi-
cial website, although discussions at
this stage are informal, Mr. Gildea
said.

The town has used the
westfieldnj.net site as its official
website for the past few years. The
town, Mr. Gildea confirmed, is look-
ing at the possibility of utilizing the
westfieldtoday.com website as its of-
ficial site.

The DWC, the management entity

for the town’s special improvement
district, manages that site.

“We already have a presence in
both places (websites),” Mr. Gildea
said.

The administrator stated that the
town was not abandoning its current
official website. He said new Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky has asked officials
to create a “more customer-friendly
website” and a “better Web presence”
for the town. The administrator de-
scribed the DWC-managed site as
“very vibrant” and one that receives
many visitors on the Internet.

“Why create the wheel when we
have the wheel already?” asked Mr.
Gildea. “And they (DWC) have done
a good job on the website.”

The administrator said town
webmaster Darryl Walker has made
some “slight changes” to the existing
official town website to make it more
informative to residents.

When asked if the DWC would
manage westfieldtoday.com if it be-
comes the town’s official website,
Mr. Gildea replied, “not necessarily.”

Mr. Gildea said town funds are
used to support the
westfieldtoday.com website. He said
the DWC is an entity of the town and
that it is dependent on the town coun-
cil for funding through the council’s
approval of the DWC budget.

He said the DWC is only one op-
tion the town is considering.

“There are a lot of opportunities for
the town to proceed in (for upgrading
the town’s Web presence),” he said.

County, Local Towns Work
To Complete Road Projects

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader
AT LONG LAST…The demolition of the old Statistical Research Building,
located at 111 and 129 Prospect Street, finally began earlier this week following
a two-year wait. James Ward, the owner of the building, first needed to remove
asbestos from the walls, and then fought an arduous battle in Town Hall to get a
variance.

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Several local streets will
be undergoing renovations over the
next few weeks.

Westfield is having curb replace-
ment done on Dorian Road in front of
Westfield High School and on Elm
Street from Dudley Avenue to New-
ton Place. While the roads will be
closed, police presence will be avail-
able for traffic control. Detours are
set up to alleviate traffic problems
that these projects will cause, and
residents are able to access their prop-
erties.

Both projects are required to be
completed by the end of August so as
not to conflict with school openings,
said Assistant Town Engineer Kris
McAloon.

Other construction projects are tak-
ing place in August. The south side
train station parking lot (Lot 3) will
be repaved and the parking spots will
be restriped. Both Highland Avenue
between Hillside Avenue and Birch
Place and North Chestnut Avenue
from Broad Street to Mountain Av-
enue received contracts and construc-
tion will begin in the first or second
week of August. There will also be
“various road improvements in mul-
tiple locations,” according to Mr.
McAloon.

This year’s Westfield municipal
budget also includes projects that will
take place in the spring of 2006.

Scotch Plains will be having a few
curb projects, but most of the work
will include repaving 12 to 24 streets
with a rented paving machine.

The largest project is on Plainfield

Avenue from the Westfield town line
to Beryllium Road. New curbs are
being placed and it will be repaved
due to a state contract. There will be
a detour and the project should last
four to six weeks, officials said.

Garwood’s roadwork will not com-
mence until the fall. Lexington Av-
enue from Hemlock to Hickory and
East Street from Hemlock and
Hickory and Locust to Beech will
receive repaving, draining, sidewalk
renovation and new curbing.

Fanwood’s new Director of Public
Works, Clint Dixon, said that bids are
being drawn up for projects that
should be completed at the end of
August.

Union County road projects are
also taking place in the area. In
Westfield, the county will be repav-
ing East Broad Street between Elmer
Street and Springfield Avenue. The
county is will also repaving Lambert’s
Mill Road from Jacob’s Lane in
Scotch Plains to Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

Repaving will also take place on
Raritan Road between Old Lake Av-
enue and Terrill Road in Scotch Plains;
the Martine Avenue Extension from
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains to Cel-
lar Avenue in Clark and Sky Top Dr./
Coles Avenue from Glenside Avenue
to the Trailside Museum in
Mountainside.

While roads will be closed during
milling and resurfacing, residents will
be notified of the closings before work
begins, county officials said.

The Union Country projects are
scheduled to be finished by Labor
Day.
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Don Williams for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD SWINGS...Jazz Night in Westfield was moved to Wednesday night last week due to impending rain on
Tuesday. Coupled with the Car Show in town, things were really hopping as shown above on Prospect Street.

Mountainside BOE Discusses
Contract Renewal with GL

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — At a special
meeting of the Mountainside Board
of Education (BOE) Board President
John Perrin announced that the send/
receive agreement with Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights is still being discussed.

Mr. Perrin reported that the BOE
received a letter from Berkeley
Heights but did not state what the
letter contained. “We are going to put
a meeting together; swit down at the
table and go over the fine points,” he
said.

Mr. Perrin stated that the ten-year
send/receive agreement is in its eighth
year. The terms of the agreement re-
quire the renewal of the contract to
take place two years prior to its
completion. He stated that if the BOE
signed the agreement without review-
ing it, “We wouldn’t be fulfilling our
responsibility to our residents.”

Board member Carmine Venes
added that the BOE’s concerns with
the contract are with the terms and
conditions. “It’s a language thing,
contractual in nature,” Mr. Perrin said.

“We have issues and we are trying to
keep it on the table.”

Mr. Perrin said the meeting with
Berkeley Heights Superintendent of
Schools Judy Ratner will take place
in the near future, but a date has not
yet been determined. He stated that
he expects the issues the BOE has
with the contract to be resolved and
the contract signed by the end of
August.

Anyone wishing to review the terms
and conditions of the send/receive
agreement can obtain a copy from the
board office located in Beechwood
School.

In other business, the BOE re-
scinded a motion to appoint David
Boff as a sixth grade social studies
teacher. It was determined that his K-
5 teaching certificate did not make
him eligible to teach sixth grade.

The board approved a motion to
appoint Pamela Isaacs to the position
effective September 1 at a salary of
$47,775. Chief School Administrator
Dr. Richard O’Malley reported that
Ms. Isaacs took social studies as a
content area making her highly quali-
fied for the position.

Council Tables Cheeburger’s
Request for Outdoor Dining

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town council
discussed the legality of establishing
sidewalk café dining at Cheeburger
Cheeburger during its Tuesday night
conference meeting.

The restaurant, located at 251 North
Avenue West in the North Avenue
train station lot, suggested, in an April
7 e-mail, the idea of placing seven
tables (with umbrellas) off adjacent
sidewalks.

Cheeburger asserted that it would
clean up the small landscaped area
that borders the establishment.
Cheeburger said that the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) would
remove the existing bench and clean
up the area, while using pavers, which
have been approved by DWC Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin.

The restaurant, according to owner
Dan Colantuono, would cover the
installation of new landscaping. Mr.

Colantuono said in his e-mail that he
is “proposing this location because of
the very narrow sidewalks in front of
our store and due to the fact that these
sidewalks are owned by the town in
which we pay an easement on.”

Speaking to building owner Robert
Massa, who was in attendance, Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca
said that what Cheeburger suggested
is tantamount to “ripping up land-
scaping and having tables off the side-
walk. I am not comfortable with the
precedent of tearing up a landscaped
area. I would not support it.”

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse reaffirmed Councilman
Ciarrocca’s position, saying he was
opposed to the proposed plan but
wondered, “If we ripped out the
meters, could they put tables by the
sidewalk area?”

After hearing concerns from coun-
cil members, Town Administrator Jim
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