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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Audiences this sum-

mer will delight in watching Professor
Henry Higgins, a phonetics expert, ac-
cept Colonel Pickering’s challenge to
transform flower girl Eliza Doolittle
and pass her off as royalty. Higgins
works with her for several weeks, refin-
ing her manners and her speech. Her
final test will be her appearance at the
Embassy Ball. This classic story unfolds
when the Westfield Summer Work-
shop (WSW) Theater presents four per-
formances of Lerner and Lowe’s “My
Fair Lady” on Wednesday, July 27 and
Thursday, July 28.

Filled with such memorable tunes as
“I Could Have Danced All Night,”
“Get Me To The Church on Time,”
“Wouldn’t It Be Loverly” and “I’ve
Grown Accustomed To Her Face,” the
show will be presented at 1:00 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. at the Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School on Clark Street in Westfield.

The part of Eliza Doolittle will be
shared among Colleen Cleary and Sa-
rah Szollar of Westfield, and Gabriella
Napoli of Fanwood.  Kyle Aslin of
Cranford and Joseph DeCristofaro of
Clark will play Freddy Eynsford-Hill.
Henry Higgins will be played by Michael
Rosin of Westfield. Alfred Doolittle
will be played by Daniel Berman of
Westfield. Colonel Pickering will be
played by Michael Eilbacher, also a
resident of Westfield.

Other members of the cast include
students from Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Cranford, Clark, Plainfield, and
Rahway:  Christin Aswad, Kate Bagger,
Lia Fagan, Sarah Frantz, Rebecca
Glasser-Baker, Lauren Hughes, Rafi
Jakubovic, Meredith Latimer, Sierra
McAliney, Annie Peterson, Brian Pol-
lock, Leo Powell, Caroline Raba, Amy
Reich, Meghan Sullivan, David
Verchick, Raquel Mendez, Michelle
Taper, Macaire Kolchin, Megan Larkin,
Erica Molfetto, Kaitlyn Majek, Clancy
Nolan, Andrea Redmount, Julia
VanEtten, Cleo Murphy-Guerette and
Ariel Sheridan.

WSW, a division of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, is a non-profit
organization that is dedicated to pro-
moting the creative and dramatic arts
for students in pre-kindergarten through
the eighth grade.  It also offers musical
theater performance classes for junior
and senior high school students.  For
more than three decades the Workshop
has impacted the lives of area students,
providing an artistic forum.

The Workshop will continue its per-
formance tradition on July 27th and 28th

at 1:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Intermediate School audito-
rium.  Tickets for My Fair Lady are$8
for adults and $6 for students and se-
nior citizens.  Please call 908-518-1551
for more information.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 Popcorn

Inoffensive but notably and totally
mediocre, “Fantastic Four” is none-
theless proving sensational. Despite
its second rate special effects, dull
acting and a severe lack of zip-bam
joie de vie, the latest comic book
adaptation to try out its superpowers
on the moviegoing public is raking in
unexpected buckets of money.

Who’d a thunk it? It takes some
towns fifty years to save enough cash
to build a new hospital. And this
thing hauls in $56 million its first
weekend. That’s it Mom, I’m quitting
medical school.

Naturally, the Hollywood suits are
in a euphoric confusion. They’re gloat-
ing, but nervously. Because what they
don’t really believe, but say they be-
lieve, but secretly hope isn’t true, seems
to be, at least for this moment, the
cruel fact of life. That is, money de-
cides who’s right. And this week they’re
right.

Of course, they’re taking the op-
portunity to suggest how far removed
the critics are from reality. You see,
the film opened to generally bad re-
views. And, admittedly, it’s really no
fun piling on. But just in case any of
the other guys and gals who don’t
know what they’re talking about for-
got to mention it, a quote is in order.
It’s from H.L. Mencken, and it goes,
“No one ever went broke underesti-
mating the intelligence of the Ameri-
can public.” Unfortunately, while it
was meant as a criticism, it has be-
come a credo.

We’ll never know what they’d of
said if “Fantastic Four” had received
universally good notices. And it
doesn’t really matter. This little dance
has been going on ever since Oog
painted a buffalo on a cave wall and
Glonk said it “lacked wit.” Today it’s
sort of a microcosm of society itself,
only more so, with a “1984” twist to
match the times. “We produced it
because it’s what society wants and
needs. And we don’t need no stinkin’
critics to tell us what that is.”

Movie industry wonks subjected to
seeing “Fantastic Four” over and over
again in order to distill the secret to
success will be at a loss to discern its
magic. If they’re smart, they’ll seize
the occasion to take a good nap.
They’ll be reluctant at first. For a
short time the stilted conversation
among the four adventurers who ac-
quire super powers seems like it may
be attempting a camp emulation of

the dialogue in “Forbidden Planet”
(1956). But no such luck. Sleep se-
renely, folks.

Because what becomes a rather
ridiculous repartee also turns pro-
foundly inconsistent, randomly
switching style from comic book hy-
perbole to soap opera sensibility and
then back again with no explana-
tion. The story is equally undistin-
guished.

There’s an inherent problem at
work here. The brainchild of Marvel
Comics czar Stan Lee and artist Jack
Kirby, “Fantastic Four,” like most of
its comic cohorts, was originally in-
tended for adolescents. Much to the
chagrin of many grammar school
teachers, this is where countless
young students sharpened their read-
ing ability and received an early in-
troduction to the joys of literature.
And therefore, the never-ending spate
of adaptations from pulp page to
silver screen arrives with an implied
mission of nostalgia. Thus two pri-
mary impetuses are at odds.

Producers don’t want to lose today’s
young audience. They doubtless
comprise the largest group of at-
tendees, buy the games and imbibe
in all the collateral gewgaws. And yet
between the kids and what Tom
Brokaw dubbed as the Greatest Gen-
eration, there are legions of folks
hoping to return, via the movie, to
what they remember as simpler times.
What they don’t recall is the indig-
enous hokiness of the genre. Their
filmic palates have matured. They’ve
outgrown the cheeseburger equiva-
lent of drama. They’d like a little
balsamic reduction with their glossy-
covered adventure yarn.

To make matters even more diffi-
cult, today’s children are more so-
phisticated. Trying to hit these
demographical moving targets poses
quite a dilemma.

It’s the old double-edged sword
scenario. In trying to please all of the
people, not all of the time, but for at
least one hundred and six minutes,
screenwriters Michael France and
Mark Frost find themselves hoisted
on their own petards. When a mix-
ture of cinematic ingredients works,
it’s called a melange. Theirs is a mish-
mash.

…………………….

“Fantastic Four,” rated PG-13, is a
20th Century Fox release directed by
Tim Story and stars Ioan Gruffudd,
Jessica Alba and Michael Chiklis.
Running time: 106 minutes

Get Outta’ The House
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The romanticized world of theatre
becomes the subject of a world pre-
miere comedy in Susan Barsky’s
Owed To My First Love at Premiere
Stages at Kean College in Union.
It’s about the life of an aspiring actor,
and his quest to stardom. See it
through July 31.  Tickets are $25.
Purchase online at: http://
p u r c h a s e . t i c k e t s . c o m / b u y /
TicketPurchase.

For more information call (908)
737-SHOW.

* * * * * * *
On Thursday evenings at 7 p.m.

in August, there will be a concert
series at the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway.  The Five Satins
are kicking off the series with a free
performance.  This doo-wop group
is probably best known for their hit,
“In the Still of the Night,” but there
are many others you’ll surely rec-
ognize.  Bring a chair.

* * * * * * *
Loggins and Messina, a popu-

lar 70’s duo, will be at the PNC
Bank Arts Center in Holmdel for
their Reunion Tour 2005 on Sat-
urday, July 23, at 8 p.m.  There
may still be tickets available.  Find
out by logging onto:  http://
www.artscenter.com/main.html.

* * * * * * *
Whether you’re in the market for a

new computer or just interested in
what’s happening in this ever-chang-
ing arena, consider attending the PC
Computer Show.  It will be at the New
Jersey Convention and Expo Center
on July 23 and 24, from 10 a.m. until
4 p.m.  For information, log onto:
http://www.njexpocenter.com/. If
you’re not too confident about pur-
chasing, check out some guidelines
first at: http://www.pcshow.com/
consumer.php.

* * * * * * *
There are still a couple of days left of the

Members Show at the New Jersey Center
for Visual Arts in Summit.  The Gallery is
located at 34-36 Maple Street.  For ques-
tions or directions, call (908) 273-9121.
Preview the show online at: http://
www.newjerseycenterforvisualarts.com/Pages/
exhibitions%20members%20pictures.html.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, July 23, there will be a

Summer Shorebird Walk at Liberty
State Park, beginning at 10 a.m. Ad-
mission is free, but you will
n e e d  t o  p r e - r eg i s t e r.
Do so by calling (201) 915-3409 or
email: lspic@superlink.net.

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELD – Harry Potter
madness hit downtown Westfield
this month in anticipation of the
sixth book in the famous series,
“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince.” The Town Bookstore, along
with the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC), sponsored a
Harry Potter scavenger hunt from
July 1 to July 16. Twenty-seven lo-
cal vendors participated, with clues
leading eager hunters all around the
downtown area. During the hunt,
participants were able to take their
answer sheets to Manhattan Bagel,
The Leader Store, Interiors,
Xocolatz and Unlimited Commu-
nications to do some bargain shop-
ping while looking for clues.

Forms for the scavenger hunt had
to be turned in by 5 p.m. on July 16,
and fully completed and correct
entries were used in a drawing for
prizes on July 18 done by the DWC.
Winners were notified by phone
after the drawing took place at the
DWC office. A variety of prizes
were given out, including gift cer-
tificates, music lessons, tote bags
and many Harry Potter themed gifts.

“We’ve had a tremendous re-
sponse. It has been really great,”
said Town Book Store employee
Lynn Doebber.

A party was held at the Town
Book Store on July 16 from 9 p.m.
to midnight in honor of the book’s

release. Children of all ages attended
the party, many dressed like their
favorite Harry Potter characters, and
participated in a number of activi-
ties. A trivia contest, costume con-
test and two games to guess how
many Bertie Bott’s Every Flavor
Beans and “Magical M” candies
were in their respective jars. The
winner for the contest to guess who
the Half Blood Prince is will be
announced at a later date, as The
Town Book Store wants children to
finish reading the book before they
reveal the answer. Prizes were
awarded, including copies of
“Quidditch for the Ages” and
“Magic Harry Potter” among other
Harry Potter titles and Harry Pot-
ter stickers.

Refreshments were offered
throughout the course of the
evening, and children were able to
snack on some of their favorite
Harry Potter foods including
“Bertie Bott’s Every Flavor Beans,”
“dragon scales” and fruit punch.

The Town Book Store sold ap-
proximately 150 copies of “Harry
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince”
at the midnight party.

“I think it went fantastically. The
kids were wonderful and very well
behaved. They knew a lot about the
Harry Potter series, and were very
excited about the trivia contest. A
wonderful time was had by all,”
said Town Book Store employee
Nancy Clark.

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARRY POTTER MADNESS…Town Book Store employees Lynn Doebber and
Jessica Levine, Michael Pollack and Don Williams from The Leader/Times and
Potter fans Emma and Matthew Phillips read their favorite Harry Potter books
under the Hogwarts school banner at the Town Book Store.
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREAAREAAREAAREAAREA – The 8th Annual Plainfield
Art Show, held on Saturday, July 16,
provided browsers with a wide variety
of fine arts, crafts and vendors this
year.  One side was mainly dedicated
to artists, while crafters and other ven-
dors set up their booths in the center
of Library Park.   Shoppers could see
the entire show in about an hour and
a half, provided there were no pro-
longed stops.

Notable were two parent-child teams
of artists.  The first featured one of my
favorite artists in the show, Elizabeth
Grotyohann.  Now 22-years old, she
began showing with her father when
she was just 15.  Her works are uniquely
constructed collage and photomon-
tage pieces, and they all have a theme,
such as travel and separation. Also
using acrylics, Elizabeth finds “differ-
ent pieces and puts them together to
make a story.”  Her father, Richard
Grotyohann, displayed his oils and
watercolors alongside his daughter’s
works.  The two artists describe what
they do as a hobby, but anyone view-
ing their art would probably agree
they could give up their day jobs.

The second parent-child team,
mother Kathy Cejnowski and daugh-
ter Kira, are from Plainfield.  Kira,
who is just 13, became interested in
art after doing a school project with
the help of her mom.  Now she uses
markers, pens and colored pencils to
create her own work.  Kathy, who
started painting at the age of five,
solely uses oils.

Nearby, the Children’s Gallery, an
annual feature at the show, displayed
the interpretive drawings and paint-
ings of Mrs. Petach’s fourth grade class
from the DeWitt D. Bartow School in
Plainfield.  The children are in the
process of putting together a book,
“Pito’s House,” based on an old Yid-
dish folktale.  Also on display were the
works of pre-schoolers as well as stu-
dents in K-5th grades.  A personal
favorite was Six Ants,,,,, by 3rd grader
Xavier.  The simple elegance of the
three black and three red ants hinted
to a future in the creative arts for this
youngster.

By far, the one who ran away with
the show was eleven-year old Carlos
Vela, who attends Plainfield’s Maxson
Middle School.  He proudly displayed
a large group of painted clay miniature
animals, whose prices ranged from
twenty-five cents to one dollar.  Carlos
will tell anyone who wants to know
that he uses “no tools,” and all his
“work is done by hand.”  His interest
in art began in his native Colombia.
Even if this young entrepreneur doesn’t
find a career in art, he’ll surely make it
in business.

Miguel Angel, a native Venezuelan,
uses acrylics on canvas and digital
photography to create a combination
of the two, each with a distinctive
style.  He has exhibited here and in
Caracas, and participates in the Unique
Visions Seminar at the Watchung Arts
Center.

duCret School of Art graduate Earl
Delmore Bailey IV was displaying for
his first time at this show.  Earl, who
was inspired by his trip to Italy last
summer, uses found objects and oils to
create pieces like his CD Pope.....  Earl
describes his training as a struggle,
because he “had to work harder than
most students.”  He should be able to
afford his supplies - a discarded soda
can in a parking lot can become an
inspiration for this young artist.

Other displays included junkyard
sculpture, a giant chess set, personal-
ized house portraits and enhanced pop-
art images of your photographs. 

On the crafts side of the park, Lois
Macknik was back this year with her
hand-woven goods and miniatures. 
The Plainfield Senior Center was sell-
ing a variety of handmade ceramic
goods.  There were the usual folk art
dolls, handcrafted magnets and switch
plate covers, fabric-covered boxes and
several jewelry vendors.

For entertainment, you could stop
by for a non-permanent tattoo, have
your face painted or listen to a variety
of musical groups, including the big
band sound of David Cedeno & His
Latino Orchestra.  There were also
information booths set up, including
The League of Women Voters who
were looking for members and could
help you register to vote.

The refreshment stands were not
that enticing, but on a hot, sticky day,
a bottle of cold water was all you really
needed to get through the show.  If
you plan to attend next year, start out
on the artists’ side of the fountain, and
see the remainder of the show only if
you have time.

Loggins and Messina
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AMERICAN WEDDING…JFK weds Jackie Bouvier (Rick Delaney and
Harriett Trangucci) while Cardinal Cushing (Brian Kennedy — no
relation) holds a very special wedding cake.
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

AREAAREAAREAAREAAREA – Union County College’s
Professional Theater Company pre-
sents Jackie, An American Life, a
comic book look at our obsession
with the fabulous Jackie O. by Gip
Hoppe. The play will be running
from now until July 31. Shows are
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at
8 p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. Audi-
ences are invited to meet the actors
after each performance.

No one since Greta “I vant to be
alone” Garbo had craved privacy
more than Jacqueline Kennedy, and
she had to marry a Greek billionaire
to get it. In Gip Hoppe’s hilarious
play, Jackie herself conducts us on a
whirlwind tour of the events of her
life, on the condition that, when it’s
over, “You‘ll all go home and leave
me alone!” But can we? The story of

America’s obsession with Mrs.
Kennedy may tell us more about
ourselves than about the object of
our fascination.

Rick Delaney, Gary Glor, and
Harriett Trangucci (Jackie Kennedy),
members of the Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciation, and Carla Francischetti,
Brian Kennedy, Shauna Miles and
Daaimah Talley make up the cast of
Jackie, An American Life. Mark Spina
is both the director of this show and
the Founding Artistic Director of
The Theater Project.

Tickets are $20 for Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday performances and
$12 for the Thursday show. Student
tickets cost $10 for all performances.
For reservations, please call the The-
ater Project Box Office at (908)
659-5189.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Biographies make great summer
reads.  Here are a few to “dive”
into:

There’s so much going on in the
world, and reading about
people who make the head-
lines is a great way to stay
in touch with what is hap-
pening.  Three years ago,
Mitchell Lane Publishers
of Delaware released “Tony
Blair” by Wayne Wilson
and Jim Whiting as part of
their “Real Life Reader Bi-
ography” series.  Since the
book was published in
2002, some of the more
relevant material isn’t covered, but
it is still a great resource for a child
who wishes to learn more about
this legendary figure who lives

across the ocean.
The life and times of the re-

markable Lance Armstrong are re-
corded in “Lance Armstrong: A Bi-
ography” written by Bill Gutman,
and published by Simon Spotlight

Entertainment (2003). 
Young readers will be en-
thralled as they read about
Armstrong’s extraordinary
life and his triumphant
conquests.

If your young readers en-
joy history, reading a biog-
raphy is a great way to make
a time and place come
alive.  Beginning readers
wi l l  enjoy “Harr iet
Tubman,”  par t  of

Children’s Press’s “Rookie Biogra-
phy” series (2003).  Middle School
readers will enjoy “Heart and Soul:

With Marylou MoranoBook NookBook NookBook NookBook NookBook Nook
Step Into Another’s Shoes

This Summer With A Biography

Continued on Page 19

“They (Dodge) are very support-
ive of what we do. They’re not just
supportive of getting people to show
up but also in helping them learn
responsibility and moving towards
being responsible human beings for
getting involved here.  We have kids
from all over the state and even
from New York and Dodge likes that
we have kids from different towns
from all over.”

Cynthia Meryl, artistic director of
WYACT

The Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion recently awarded its 2005
arts grants. The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) received
$25,000 and the Westfield Young
Actors’ Cooperative Theater
(WYACT) received $30,000.

“We are ecstatic about the ex-
traordinary support of our organi-
zation. The grant will be going to a
specific project. The project will be a
new work by a consortium of Ameri-
can composers called “The New
Collosus”- a poem at the Statue of
Liberty to be performed in four sec-
tions  by four separate composers.
We are greatly honored by the ges-
ture and support.”

-David Wroe, music director of WSO


