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For families across New Jersey, the
scene was all too common. With a
jarring ring, a telephone call would
come right in the middle of dinner or
during a family activity, interrupting
the quiet evening at home and dis-
rupting quality time with the family.

More often than not, the call was
from someone trying to sell you some-
thing that you didn’t need or want.
These annoying calls could come at
anytime and usually did.

Thankfully, just over one year ago,
a state law took effect that has im-
proved the quality of life in homes all
across New Jersey.

The “Do Not Call” law has brought
welcomed sounds of silence, as
telemarketers no longer are allowed
to call the 3.2 million telephone num-
bers registered by New Jersey resi-
dents to date. The law puts consum-
ers in charge of controlling
telemarketing calls rather than being
at the mercy of telemarketers.

But now, this successful law is un-
der threat, and all New Jersey resi-
dents who want to keep their tele-
phones from ringing off the hook
need to take action.

The American Teleservices Asso-
ciation (ATA) has filed a petition with
the Federal Communications Com-
mission that seeks to have certain
portions of New Jersey’s Do Not Call
law pre-empted because of alleged
conflicts with the FCC’s rules.

In addition, a group of 33 organiza-
tions (including the ATA) has filed
another petition that seeks to have the
FCC declare it has exclusive jurisdic-
tion over interstate telemarketing.

The FCC is accepting comments
from the public on both petitions un-
til July 29. I encourage New Jersey
residents to contact the FCC and tell
the agency how the state’s Do Not
Call law has made a positive change
in their quality of life.

As the primary sponsor of the Do
Not Call legislation, I am working
hard to protect New Jersey’s law.
Residents will find more information
about the two FCC petitions on the
main page of the state’s web site,
http://www.state.nj.us. A link to email
your comments directly to the FCC is

provided and I encourage residents to
act immediately.

An indicator of the effectiveness of
our state law are the two lawsuits that
the Division of Consumer Affairs filed
this spring against New Jersey com-
panies that allegedly violated the law
by calling telephone numbers on the
“Do Not Call” registry.

Consumer Affairs is the enforcement
agency responsible for ensuring com-
pliance with the “Do Not Call” law.
Under Director Kimberly S. Ricketts,
the Division investigates other con-
sumer complaints about alleged viola-
tions of the law and is committed to
taking action against violators.

Consumers can register their resi-
dential landline and mobile telephone
numbers by calling the Federal Trade
Commission at 1-888-382-1222 or
by logging onto www.donotcall.gov.
For the convenience of New Jersey
residents, we use the FTC’s database
so there is no need to register a second
time with the state.

Please remember that once a tele-
phone number is registered,
telemarketers in New Jersey have up to
three months to stop calling. Also, the
law does allow certain calls to continue,
including solicitations from charities,
queries from polling organizations,
messages from political campaigns and
calls from businesses where a con-
sumer has an established relationship.

I am asking for the public’s help in
enforcing the “Do Not Call” law. If a
telemarketing call is received at a
registered telephone number:

Note the date and time of the call.
Write down the name of the com-

pany on whose behalf the call is being
made.

If you have caller ID, write down
the caller’s telephone number.

Ask the caller the name of the
telemarketing firm that he/she is work-
ing for if it hasn’t been disclosed.

Note the purpose of the call.
To file a complaint with Consumer

Affairs, call 1-888-NJNOCALL (1-
888-656-6225). See www.nj.gov/
donotcall/ for a complaint form. Send
mail to: New Jersey Division of Con-
sumer Affairs, P.O. Box 45025, New-
ark, N.J. 07101.

TRENTON — The 21st District
Representatives last Thursday called
on officials in the Department of Law
and Public Safety and the Governor’s
Office to stop politicizing the distri-
bution of homeland security grant
money and to establish merit based
guidelines for distributing the money.

“The Democrats put politics over
public safety. The numbers prove it,”
said Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-
Westfield). “The security of our state
should have never been jeopardized
because of partisan politics.”

Senator Kean was referring to re-
ports that of the $8.3 million in local
domestic preparedness grants
awarded last year, $7.8 million went
to Democrat-controlled legislative
districts while only $523,454 went to
Republican districts.

In the 21st Legislative District, 13
towns applied for $2.1 million in grant
money and received no funding. Ironi-
cally in neighboring District 20 where
the State Representatives are Demo-
crats, all of the municipalities who
applied received funding.

“When you look at the towns that
received funding, it doesn’t make
sense that municipalities in our dis-
trict, which border Democrat districts
that received funding, were com-
pletely neglected,” said Assembly-
man Munoz. “In our district, we have
major public transportation systems,
health care facilities and are minutes
from New York City, the Port of Eliza-
beth and yet we received no money.”

Asm. Munoz pointed out that mu-
nicipalities who received funding,
such as Union County Democrat dis-
trict communities of Kenilworth and
Roselle, received $100,000 each.
Bordering Republican District towns,
Cranford, Roselle Park and Spring-
field received no grant money. In
Essex County, Democrat controlled
District 27 municipalities such as
Livingston and Maplewood received
grants funds while neighboring
Millburn, which requested $200,000,
was denied funding.”

Asm. Jon Bramnick called on the
administration to immediately adopt
criteria for the distribution of these
grants and to assure the public that
future decisions regarding essential
monetary grants be made without re-
gard to which political party controls
these towns or legislative districts.
Asm. Bramnick noted, “Residents
should be outraged that the Demo-
crats in Trenton completely neglected
our district’s public safety. Home-
land security should never be part of
a political game.”

******

Voter Bills Become Law
On other matters, Sen. Kean an-

nounced that four of his voter educa-
tion and awareness bills were recently
signed into law by acting Governor
Richard Codey. A fifth measure spon-
sored by the Senator, requiring all

21st District News

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr.- Westfield
Asm. Jon Bramnick - Westfield

Asm. Eric Munoz - Summit

Stop Politics Over
Public Safety

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Richard J. Codey
Acting Governor of New Jersey

The Governor's Desk
I Urge Residents To Protect

‘Do Not Call’ Law

voting systems to issue a paper record
of all the votes cast, was signed into
law earlier this month.

Senator Kean said, “These new laws
will promote voter access, accuracy,
and accountability in elections, as
well as insure that people have confi-
dence in the voting system. They will
strengthen the election process itself
by lending further credibility to fu-
ture election results.”

The first measure implements pro-
visions of the federal “Help America
Vote Act of 2002,” and creates a state-
wide voter registration system to in-
sure consistency in the voting pro-
cess. According to the Senator, “This
new law plays a crucial role in keep-
ing New Jersey state voting efforts in
sync with the national efforts.”

The Senator also sponsored a new
law requiring the posting of a voter
information notice called the voter’s
Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights will
contain information that is useful to
the voter, including the date of the
election and the hours during which
polling places will be open, a state-
ment that sample ballots are available
at the polling place for review by the
voter, instruction for the use of a
voting machine, and instructions for
a first time voter.

The third measure requires that the
Attorney General and county boards
of elections produce certain elections
training materials, and produce and
display certain information pertinent
to voters, thus facilitating election
worker and voter education.

“The last bill was written to protect
the rights of voters, and to eliminate
any factors that may interfere with the
voting process,” said Senator Kean.
The fourth bill increases the criminal
penalty for violations of election laws
including tampering with voting ma-
chines and ballot boxes or bags, voter
fraud, and voter intimidation.

The Senator concluded, “It is im-
portant that such election reforms are
instituted in the state of New Jersey.
With enhanced voter education and
awareness, we can hopefully increase
voter participation, and better assure
the voter that all elections held are
fairly and effectively run.”

Westfielder Reappointed
As NJ Transit Bd. Secretary
NEWARK – NJ Transit’s Board of

Directors has reappointed Gwen
Watson-Kealy of Westfield as board
secretary.

First appointed in 1992, Ms.
Watson-Kealy is the
longest serving board
secretary in the
corporation’s 25-year
history.

Ms. Watson-Kealy
has played an active
role in the develop-
ment and implemen-
tation of the policy,
procedural and ad-
ministrative frame-
work necessary for ef-
fective operation of
the board and its com-
mittees, according to
an NJ Transit spokes-
man.

She serves on NJ Transit’s execu-
tive committee, as the board’s repre-
sentative to ensure coordination and
communication between NJ Transit,
its board members and the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation.

“Gwen’s role in this corporation is
invaluable, acting as the board’s eyes
and ears on issues they must ad-
dress,” said Board Chairman and
State Transportation Commissioner

Jack Lettiere. “Her years of service
at NJ Transit have proven to be a
great asset.”

Ms. Watson-Kealy was selected
for the first American Public Trans-

portation Associa-
tion (APTA) Lead-
ership class and now
serves on the APTA
Site Selection Com-
mittee, which iden-
tifies locations for
industry national
conferences. She
also chaired the
industry’s Com-
muter Rail confer-
ence in Atlantic City
in 2004 and received
the 2004 Transpor-
tation Merit award
from the Regional
Business Partner-

ship.
Ms. Watson-Kealy volunteers for

numerous organizations, including the
Susan Komen Breast Cancer Founda-
tion, the American Cancer Society,
the Community Food Bank of New
Jersey in Hillside and shelters for bat-
tered women in Union, Hudson and
Middlesex counties.

She lives in Westfield with her two
children, Megan and Jason.
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Don Williams for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PARKING DEVELOPMENT…Westfield removed the old parking meters in the
North Avenue Train Station Lot last Thursday to avoid confusion with the new
pay stations. A worker carries one of the meters from its pole (left) while another
explains how to use the new pay station (right). The town plans to install pay
stations in several lots downtown and eventually network them together.
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Any 2 bottles
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this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.
Expires 7/27/05
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Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles
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or more of wine10%
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Coonawarra maybe the greatest place in Australia
to grow Cabernet.  Hints of mulberry, plum,

vanilla, cedar and chocolate are present.  A bright
gentle front with a long deep finish.  Absolutely

unreal in depth.  Come see our soil from
Coonawarra….And buy the wine.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$33.99 1.75L
$24.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$33.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$34.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$18.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$13.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$8.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$14.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Katnook Estate

Cabernet Sauvignon 2000

Red Bicyclette Merlot   $8.99
Affordable and friendly wine.  Bright and easy drinking Merlot from
the south of France.  Black currant and cherry with hints of spice
and vanilla from aging in French and American oak.  Try with lamb
chops, burgers or richer chicken dishes.

One of the best producers in the Pfalz region of Southern Germany.
Pineapple and flowers with a tart-sweet lemon custard quality.  A
crisp clean dry finish.  Why a liter bottle?  Because more is better
and more is more.

Darting Riesling Kabinett 1 liter  2003  $17.99

9925$Yamhill Valley Vineyards Pinot Blanc  $18.99
The often overlooked Pinot Blanc grape is a white mutation of
Pinot Noir and has some of the length, elegance and age ability of
the Noir.  Pear and slight flower tones compliment the earth and
mineral structure.  Great with cream sauces and dishes that are rich
in herbs or butter.  Lobster is perfect.


