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Township Will Seek
Clarification On Hunt

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
municipal officials intend to con-
tact state fish and wildlife officials
to get clarification of comments
contained in a letter to the town-
ship regarding a possible deer re-
duction program in the Ashbrook
Reservation.

Earlier this year, the state declined
to issue a permit allowing Scotch
Plains to reduce the burgeoning deer
herd in the reservation. In recent
weeks, state and township officials
toured the reservation to get a first-
hand view of the herd, whose in-
creasing size has caused a number of
car accidents as well as resident com-
plaints of deer wandering off the
reservation and into neighborhood
yards.

The state’s letter to the township,
which was not made public, was de-
scribed by Councilman Frank Rossi
at the July 12 township council con-
ference meeting as “unintelligible”
because it is apparently unclear
whether the state will look favorably
on a new permit application this year.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool,
noting that research is being con-
ducted in Morris County on deer ster-
ilization via inoculation, said she
would look further into this option at
population control.

Mrs. Malool has been the lone
council member to oppose a deer
reduction program that involves kill-
ing deer. During the discussion of
this option, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato brought up the logistics
of such a plan, pointing out the
difficulty in identifying, which deer
have been sterilized and which has
not.

In other business, the recreation
department intends to apply soon for
a county grant for field lighting, al-
though which field will be lit remains
unknown. The grant money will be
matched by funds from the township’s
open space trust fund. When a spe-
cific field is designated for lighting,
likely next year, the township will
hold a meeting with neighborhood
residents to discuss the matter, offi-

cials said.
Two weeks after the completion of

the township’s modified June bulky
waste clean-up program, township
officials received “very, very few com-
plaints” from residents, reported
Madeline Rutkowski, who filled in at
the July 12 conference meeting for
Township Manager Thomas Atkins.
She said a number of residents re-
marked on “how much better the town
looks this year.”

Mr. Atkins, in a memorandum, in-
formed the council that Suplee,
Clooney & Co., the township’s audi-
tor, submitted the 2004 municipal
audit and municipal court audit at the
end of June.

“From the perspective of financial
records management,” he stated, “The
audits are outstanding.” He noted that
the auditors did not make any recom-
mendations for improved financial
controls that the municipal govern-
ment needs to implement. Council-
man Rossi said the audit “shows a
real good state of financial affairs” in
Scotch Plains.

Parking Lot Proposal
Postponed Until Aug.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains- Fanwood Times
NEW HEIGHTS…Completion of a new communications tower at the south side
firehouse in Scotch Plains is expected within the next few weeks. The 150-foot high
tower, which costs $530,000, will enhance communication among local emergency
personnel.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TESTING FOR GASOLINE LEAK…Getty Petroleum Marketing, Inc. has been
monitoring test wells that were drilled on June 22 to determine the source of a
suspected, underground gasoline release in the area surrounding the Getty
Station on Third Street in Fanwood. A routine test by Union County’s Depart-
ment of Public Safety uncovered the possible contamination and are requiring
Getty to monitor the situation to determine the source.

Tax Bills Will Be Late
Due to State Aid Delay

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Many local towns have suf-
fered setbacks in property tax billing due
to the lateness state aid notification.

Property taxes traditionally have to
be paid by the first of the month in
August, November, February and
May, but because bills are only sent
out for the August period, they are
sometimes delayed.

Towns were notified of their state
aid package late last week, and most
have been busy trying to get their
property tax bills in the mail. Each bill
recipient has a 25- calendar day grace
period before their payment is due.

Westfield Tax Collector Susan
Noon said that 10,000 property tax
bills will be mailed out by Monday,
July 25, and residents have until Fri-
day, August 19 to submit their pay-
ments. If residents are concerned
about the July 25 mailing because of
vacations, they can call the Westfield
Tax Office for their figures at (908)
789-0451.

“The state is supposed to notify us
in the first week of July,” said Ms.

Noon. “It wasn’t released until late
Wednesday night (July 13).”

Garwood residents have a few more
days to turn in their payments. The
state aid notification budget will be
adopted at a borough council meeting
on Tuesday, July 26, and then the tax
bills will be mailed on August 1 or 2.

Mountainside will have their bills
mailed out by the end of next week.
Fanwood mailed their tax bills yester-
day, July 20, and the delinquent due
date has been extended to August 15.

Scotch Plains received their state aid
package on July 18 and will have bills
mailed out by the end of this week.

The delay in state aid notification has
produced some trouble for local towns,
but all have been able to compensate.

“Normally we count on tax money
coming in,” said Fanwood Tax Col-
lector Colleen Huehn. “We hope to
get a good response soon, particu-
larly from banks that pay as soon as
they’ve been billed.”

Ms. Huehn also said that this late
notification is earlier than the past few
years, so they are used to juggling
funds and receiving late payments.
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Erratum
In last week’s issue, The Scotch

Plains – Fanwood Times incorrectly
listed the date of the London subway
bombing as July 6 instead of July 7.
Our interview with Sean Baran was
conducted on July 8, not July 7.

We apologize for any confusion
this may have caused.

By MICHELLE KUPPERSMITH
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – An application by
Fanwood Plaza Partners to construct
a parking lot on Old South Avenue
has been postponed and will be con-
sidered at the borough’s planning
board meeting on Wednesday, Au-
gust 24. The request was made by
Fanwood Plaza Partners.

Fanwood Plaza Partners, owned in
part by Scotch Plains attorney Robert
Kraus, has filed a bifurcated use vari-
ance for a parking lot that would be
situated on a lot behind houses on Old
South Avenue. If approved, the new
parking lot would serve the office
building at 313 South Avenue, rented
by employees of Children’s Special-
ized Hospital.

Currently, these employees use the
parking lot at 324 South Avenue,
across the street from the office build-
ing, for overflow parking.

As previously reported by The
Times, lots at 314 and 328 South
Avenue, which are currently owned
by Children’s Specialized Hospital,

would be sold to Fanwood Plaza Part-
ners to make way for a day care center
and other commercial or retail estab-
lishment, once the parking lot be-
tween these two lots was freed from
use as a parking lot.

A hospital representative has testi-
fied before the board that it is danger-
ous for the hospital employees to
cross South Avenue, a state highway,
due to heavy traffic.

Planning board member and Old
South Avenue resident Bruce Walsh,
who also recused himself from the
Fanwood Plaza Partners application
hearings, has objected to the applica-
tion. The proposed parking lot would
be located behind his backyard.

In other business, with only 12 of
17 members present for Monday’s
night’s meeting, the board announced
that committee reports would be post-
poned to a later date.

The board’s master plan commit-
tee was expected to review the master
plan recommendations. The ordi-
nance committee was scheduled to
make recommendations about a pro-
posed ordinance addressing
McMansions in the borough, on an
infill development ordinance, a re-
view of the telecommunications or-
dinance as well an update to the board
on a sign ordinance. These reports
will be given at a future board meet-
ing.

The board will hold a special meet-
ing on Monday, August 15 in addition
to its August 24 regular public meeting.

Officials Seek Source of Underground
Gas Leak on Third Street in Fanwood

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A possible under-
ground gasoline leak has been dis-
covered during a routine inspection
of the Getty Station on Third Street in
Fanwood over three years ago, ac-
cording to Ben Laganga, Director of
Environmental Health and Emer-
gency Management in Union County,
a division of the Department of Pub-
lic Safety.

Mr. Laganga said that inspectors
from his agency routinely review gas
station records to compare gallons
purchased and gallons sold as well as
reviewing other test records that could
indicate leakage. Because of discrep-
ancies found at the Fanwood Getty,
further testing was required and the
situation was referred to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection

(DEP), he said. Mr. Laganga could
not say what the exact testing dis-
crepancies were that alerted his
agency to a possible leak at the Getty
Station.

The Getty station is owned and
operated by Joe Bruno, but the land
and tanks are maintained by Getty
Petroleum Marketing Incorporated,
located in East Meadow, N.Y., the
parent company of the franchise, Mr.
Bruno said.

Mr. Bruno told The Times that he
was not aware of any leaks or con-
tamination involving his station, but
that as a franchise owner, Getty would
not inform him of such problems,
which they would handle.

However, Mr. Bruno confirmed that
a DEP inspector at his facility several
weeks ago confided in him that the
source of the leak was possibly com-

ing from another facility and not the
Getty station, after extensive tests per-
formed by the DEP on Getty’s tanks
determined that they were solvent.

A notice of violation was issued to
Getty Inc. three years ago by the DEP
according to Mr. Laganga. The DEP
requested that Getty install monitor-
ing wells off-site on Third Street to
determine the extent of possible soil
contamination.

Two monitoring wells were in-
stalled on Third Street on June 22,
2005 according to Michael Lewis,
Vice President and General Council
for Getty Incorporated. He could not
say why the process to install the test
wells took three years.

Mr. Lewis told The Times that the
monitoring wells would take a few
weeks to identify the source and ex-
tent of the suspected release. Once
the source and extent was determined,
Getty would then submit a remedial
action work-plan (RAW) in accor-
dance with guidelines outlined by the
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP).

Mr. Lewis could not confirm or
deny the reports that Getty failed on-
site tests or whether a leak was deter-
mined to be coming from the Getty
station’s underground tanks. Mr.
Lewis’ information was that a sus-
pected release of gasoline was dis-

Court Reinstates Officers’
Discrimination Lawsuit

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

An Appellate Court earlier this
month reinstated parts of a dismissed
reverse discrimination lawsuit filed
by four white Scotch Plains police
officers against the township police
department, a former African-Ameri-
can police chief and the chief’s white
predecessor.

In a July 5 ruling, a three-judge
panel said that police officers Kevin
Lonergan, Brian Cheney, Matthew
Fugett and Brian Garbinski could
pursue certain aspects of their law-
suit, which alleges that Marshall
Nelson, then a police captain, had
improperly reprimanded them for
their performance during an April
2000 traffic stop involving four Afri-
can-American men, had said exces-
sive force had been used, and had
made racially-biased comments on
the manner in which the four white
officers handled the stop of the ve-
hicle.

The officers’ lawsuit also claimed
that, despite then-Chief Thomas
O’Brien being made aware of what
they argued was then-Captain Nelson’s
unprofessional conduct, no measures
were taken against Captain Nelson, an
African-American who served as Po-
lice Chief from 2002 to 2004.

In February 2004, retired Union
County Judge Edward Beglin dis-
missed the officers’ lawsuit, saying
they had failed to prove that they had
been discriminated against by Mr.
Nelson and Mr. O’Brien and had failed
to show any adverse effects on their
employment in the aftermath of be-
ing reprimanded.

 The Appellate Court, however,
concluded that Judge Beglin had erred
in dismissing the officers’ claim that
Mr. Nelson’s disciplinary remarks to
them had created a hostile work envi-
ronment.  According to a copy of the
decision obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Nelson
had told the officers after the traffic
stop, during which the four passen-
gers in the car had been handcuffed
and forced to lie face-down on the
street, that had his own son been a
passenger in the car, he, Nelson, would
have hunted the officers down and
shot them “like the dog(s) (they) are;”
that the only reason the officers had
acted the way they did was because
the car’s occupants were black, and
that it was getting to where blacks
could not drive in Scotch Plains.

The Appellate Court said the offic-
ers, to support a hostile work envi-
ronment claim under the state Law
Against Discrimination (LAD), had
to show that Mr. Nelson’s conduct

occurred because the officers are
white.  The court concluded that this
had occurred “because the facts and
the legitimate inferences that may be
drawn from those facts suggest that
Nelson would not have reacted as he
did if the officers in question were
black,” the court said.

 All of Mr. Nelson’s comments
during the course of his investigation
of the officers’ conduct during the
traffic stop “could reasonably be
found by (a) jury to be sufficient
under the LAD to have created a
hostile work environment,” the Ap-
pellate Court said. It added that those
remarks “could be understood as be-
ing infused with a divisive ‘black
against white’ view of the workplace
that a jury would be entitled to con-
clude was ‘severe’ within the LAD.”

The Appellate Court also reversed
the dismissal of the officers’ claim
that Mr. O’Brien, as Chief of Police at
the time, had been an “aider and abet-
ter” of Mr. Nelson’s actions.  The
lawsuit claimed that Mr. O’Brien had
assigned Mr. Nelson to investigate
the traffic stop even though Mr. Nelson
had been hesitant to do so because of

his belief that some of the officers in
question were racists.  It was also
claimed that Mr. O’Brien, who re-
tired in 2002, had backed Mr. Nelson’s
reprimands despite his belief that the
officers had handled the traffic stop in
accordance with guidelines and had
not conducted a thorough investiga-
tion into Mr. Nelson’s alleged harass-
ment of the officers.

 Scotch Plains Township Attorney
Douglas Hansen said the township
will file an appeal with the state Su-
preme Court; if the appeal is denied,
he told The Times, “we’re prepared to
go to trial now, if necessary.”  He called
the Appellate Court decision “a sub-
stantial victory” that “vindicates the
township,” because five of the seven
prongs of the earlier dismissal of the
officers’ lawsuit were upheld.

 Mr. Hansen said he was not surprised
by the Appellate decision, but remained
confident that, if a trial becomes neces-
sary, “when the jury sees the (videotape)
of what occurred (during the April 2000
traffic stop), they’ll understand Captain
Nelson’s words.”  Mr. Hansen said “Mr.
Nelson and Mr. O’Brien were not acting
in a racist manner.”

  Willie Wilson Baseball Camp, For
boys and girls ages 10 to 16. This
camp will be held Monday through
August 15 to 19 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Farley Park. The cost is $200 per
person for Scotch Plains residents
and $225  for non-residents.  Details
will follow.

Youth Tennis Camp, for ages 5
t o  1 2 ,  K r a m e r  Pa r k  t e n n i s
courts. There  is a choice of
three weeks for this program.
Call the Recreation Department
for dates.

Trip to Culinary Institute of
America, Hyde Park, NY, Friday,
September 16. Lunch will be at
Andrew’s Cafe followed by a tour of
the institute. The cost is $53 for resi-
dents and $57 for non-residents.

Summer Concert Series, Thursday
nights on the Alan Augustine Village
Green at 430 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.
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Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIRST IN LINE… More than 50 local business leaders from Scotch Plains and Fanwood meet Tuesday night at the Sun
Tavern for a joint social of the township and borough business and professional organizations. Pictured above, from left to
right, are: Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce with Dale and Lori Flowers from Scotchwood Florist.
.


