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Arbitration Hearing Set
In FMBA Contract Talks

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town and
Fireman’s Mutual Benevolent Associa-
tion Branch No. 30 have entered into
arbitration after negotiations with a me-
diator failed to produce a settlement.

The FMBA’s contract with the town
expired December 31, 2003. Since
that time both sides have been work-
ing with mediator James Mastriani,
according to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea. At least three meetings were
held with the mediator, town and
FMBA.

“Obviously, we are not being suc-
cessful offering things back and forth
between the parties here. Both parties
have agreed that mediation is not
working,” Mr. Gildea said.

The latest contract proposal is for
four years. The previous accord was
for three years.

The administrator stressed that there
is no animosity between the sides al-

though “it is taking a little bit longer
than normal” to reach a settlement.

“This is a normal, fair, honest, above
board process. We just haven’t been
able to get to an agreement,” he said.

The town and firefighters union
will now present their cases before
Mr. Mastriani who will serve as arbi-
trator. The first hearing is scheduled
for Friday, August 12. The arbitrator
will award a settlement, which will
be binding for both sides in the case.

Mr. Gildea said the FMBA mem-
bership rejected two proposed settle-
ments by the town. He said the last
meeting between both sides this past
spring was “very tense” but did not
resolve the contract dispute.

“There was no other choice but to
go to full arbitration,” said Mr. Gildea.

The main stumbling blocks in reach-
ing an accord remain an additional
step the town wants to add to the salary
guide for firefighters as well as salary
increase percentage changes.

The town also wants to switch from
a point of service (POS), which utilizes
a traditional health coverage plan to a
preferred provider organization (PPO).
A PPO is a group system of health care
organized by an insurance company.
Mr. Gildea said a PPO would offer
similar coverage to FMBA members
but at a lower cost to the town.

The town is also seeking to lessen
percentage increases for firefighters
still proceeding through the salary
guide with higher percentages offered
to those at the maximum salary levels.

Under the current contract, a pro-
bationary firefighter earns $29,175.
A grade 1 firefighter earns $34,655; a
second grade firefighter makes
$39,025; a grade 3 fireman, $45,529;
fourth grade, $52,038; grade 5,
$58,542, and maximum grade,
$65,4482. Lieutenants are currently
compensated $73,002 with captains
paid $79,557.

Mr. Gildea said the town wants to
add a seventh step at the top of the
salary guide before members reach
the maximum salary level.

The administrator noted that
Westfield has a younger department
than it has had in past years.

“So I can understand why the new
step is a little more hard to swallow
now than it my have been in the past,”
said Mr. Gildea, noting that three or
four years ago most firefighters were
at the maximum pay grade.

“In no way shape or form are we
trying to penalize FMBA. It’s the
town’s job to try and control costs,”
he said.

“From a taxpayer perspective we
have to try and spread costs over a
number of years rather than pay all in
a lump sum at certain points,” Mr.
Gildea explained.

The town has 38 firefighters in ad-
dition to the fire chief and two deputy
chiefs.

Robert Tarrantino, the FMBA’s new
president, had no comment on the
ongoing contract talks.

Officer Charged In Tkt. Fix
Has Public Hearing Today Off-Duty Police Officer to Patrol

For Downtown Loitering, Vandals
By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Police Ser-
geant Scott Rodger told the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC)
Monday night that an off-duty police
officer would begin patrolling the
downtown following reports of loi-
tering and vandalism.

The DWC has been working in
conjunction with Sergeant Rodger to
control the influx of teens primarily
in lot 5, located behind Starbucks on
Central Avenue. The off-duty police
officer will patrol this and other down-
town areas.

“Right now the focus is there (lot 5)
because that is where the vast major-
ity of the kids are. Once we move
them, they will end up somewhere
else,” Sergeant Rodger said. He stated
that the purpose of the officer was to
keep the peace, move the crowd and
check for loitering in lot 5 approxi-
mately every half hour.

Sergeant Rodger also reported that
the majority of juveniles have been
ejected from lot 5 on Friday and Sat-
urday nights. He stated that the Town
of Westfield has no curfew or rules on
loitering. “If they have no purpose for
being there, or they are being ob-
structive, they (teens) are asked to
move,” he said.

The patrol officer was sought by
the DWC because of downtown van-
dalism as well as complaints from
patrons who claimed they felt unsafe
when they had to pass a crowd of
teens.

“Older residents have felt inhibited
by a crowd,” DWC Vice Chairman
Joe Spector added. “The presence of
blue presents an image. The vast
majority do have a level of respect
and will follow the line.”

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin added that merchants in close
proximity to lot 5 have noticed a
difference since police presence was
added in May.

“Starbucks, Jeffries, Douglas and
those in the general area said they
knew something was different,” Mrs.
Cronin said. She also reported a de-
crease in vandalism.

Police officers on bicycles have
been added as well, giving them the
ability to move around quickly. It was
reported that there have been a few
arrests downtown since the presence
of the off-duty officer was added.

“It’s better than having them tak-
ing apart the bathroom at Starbucks,”
Mr. Spector concluded.

Special Officer John Morgan dis-
cussed the new pay stations that will
eventually replace the meters in all
municipal parking lots throughout
town.

“The goal is by September they
will be all operational accepting bills,
coins, tokens and pay cards,” Mr.
Morgan said. “The token we have is a
high security token that looks like an
old subway token.”

Councilwomen Darielle Walsh
questioned Mr. Morgan on the need
for tokens when the stations will ac-
cept coins. He responded saying that
the parking committee was looking
for a way to make parking more
friendly downtown.

“How do we make parking more
friendly in Westfield? Give everyone

a quarter to put in the meter and they
won’t get a ticket,” Mr. Morgan said.

He stated that downtown merchants
would pass out tokens to patrons as a
way for them to park for free while
they shop. The token would have no
value anywhere other than Westfield.

“It is a tremendous tool for mer-
chants to give out to customers to
make parking more friendly down-
town. Now there is an instrument to
keep the customer happy,” Mr. Mor-
gan said.

Mr. Morgan also reported that street

meters would be equipped with a “10
minutes free button.” The purpose is
to allow customers to run into a store
quickly without having to pay for
parking.

“The mentality has to change that the
street is for short-term parking – long-
term parkers need to park in the lot.”

Mrs. Cronin reported that the con-
struction to the entrance to lot 5 on
Central Avenue is almost complete.
She said reconfiguration of the lot
was necessary because of a “public
safety issue.” Pedestrians using the
lot previously had to walk in the drive-
way entrance to get to the pay station
or Central Avenue. The
reconfiguration was part of the town’s
streetscape project to beautify the
downtown as well as make it pedes-
trian friendly.

The DWC discussed two facade
applications being considered, one
for the Game Stop and the other for
Weichert Realty on Elm Street. The
Game Stop, which will be located at
121 East Broad Street has agreed to
renovate the building, which is owned
by Mr. Spector. “They spent a lot of
time with us,” Mrs. Cronin said. “We
successfully negotiated a historical
sign front.”

The building, which was built in
the 1800s still has its original tin
ceiling and other historical character-
istics intact. “The design committee
felt they deserved a higher grant
amount. Provided we approve of the
colors, they will approve the grant,”
Mrs. Cronin said.

“It is an opportunity to project a
different image than they usually do
on Route 22 and in the malls,” she
said.

“I commend Sherry for all the time

and effort she spent. I have been push-
ing for them to do the right thing,” Mr.
Spector concluded.

The DWC board aproved the fa-
cade grant for Gamestop, as well as
the grant for Weichert Realtor. Mrs.
Cronin stated that the object of the
project was for the entrance of the
Weichert building to “project a resi-
dential feel.” The DWC Design Com-
mittee is recommending a garden area,
brick pavers and benches.

Mrs. Cronin stated that the DWC
would be contributing to the pur-

chase of the benches, since they would
be buying them in bulk in order to
replace those in front of Banana Re-
public that were destroyed by van-
dals. Each bench will cost approxi-
mately $1,000.

Mrs. Cronin also gave an update on
the property located at 241 North
Avenue. The design committee did
not accept the rendering submitted
by property owner Robert Saunders.
In order to be eligible for a facade
grant, renderings must be approved
by the design committee.

The committee has asked architect
Margaret Westfield to “revisit” this
project and resubmit her recommen-
dations for the facade. Mrs.
Westfield’s original designs were not
accepted by the building owner due
to the fact that structural entities on
the building were not incorporated
into the design, rendering it useless.

Mr. Saunders told The Westfield
Leader, “We spent more than $3 mil-
lion on the building and are continu-
ing to improve it. Yet, the DWC feels
they should have control because they
are waiving a $2,500 grant for a
$100,000 project. We were waiting
for the improvement to list 8,000
square feet on the third floor. The
delay in dealing with the DWC is
costing us roughly $10,000 a month
in lost rent. Obviously, we would be
better financially without them.”

“I recently went to one of their
meetings and found they had some
ideas to bring in more shoppers to
town. They take credit for our down-
town thriving, and they may deserve
it. This sounds great but I would rather
see the business owners cooperatively
doing this rather than taxing me more.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A public hearing
on the suspension of Westfield Police
Detective Sandra Chambers, charged
with fixing a parking ticket, has been
scheduled for today, Thursday, July
21 at noon.

As of Tuesday afternoon, the po-
lice department, according to Joyce
Larocca, administrative assistant to
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
the mayor and town council, had re-
served both the Municipal Court/
Council Chambers and the Commu-
nity Room to hold the hearing.

She said computers and other equip-
ment would be brought into the hear-
ing and thus, as of Monday, it was not
known which room would be utilized
for the hearing.

Ms. Larocca said it was likely the
hearing will be held in the commu-
nity room.

Mr. Gildea was on vacation this
week and was unavailable for com-
ment.

Detective Chambers was suspended
for allegedly fixing a $20 parking
ticket earlier this year. The officer has
been suspended with pay until the
matter is resolved.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
a police officer has the right to have a
private or public hearing. He said
most officers tend to have such hear-
ings conducted in private, given the
fact it involves potential disciplinary
action by the police department
against the officer.

Mr. Cockren, who said he is “not
directly involved” in the Detective
Chambers matter, indicated that the
hearing officer will be a non-munici-
pal employee who is “totally inde-
pendent” of the town or police depart-
ment.

Detective Chambers’ attorney,
Hassan Abdellah, has said Officer
Chambers’ son received the ticket.

The name of the hearing officer
was not released by those sources
contacted by The Westfield Leader.
However, Mr. Abdellah said Police
Chief Bernard Tracy could not con-
duct the hearing.

However, either Chief Tracy or a
police officer could present the police
department’s case against Detective
Chambers, Mr. Cockren said.

Mr. Abdellah said a decision on the
case pending against Detective Cham-
bers could be rendered after the hear-
ing has concluded.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WORK IS DONE...Repair work at the railway crossing on Rahway Avenue in
Westfield is completed last week after only a few days of inconvenience. The
approach over the tracks was enhanced.

Westfield Man Charged
With Damaging Gazebo

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

An 18-year-old Westfield man has
been charged with criminal mischief
for allegedly causing damage to the
gazebo in Mindowaskin Park during
an incident that was captured by a
surveillance camera at the park.

Francis Heo and a 16-year-old girl
from Clark are alleged to have kicked
holes in columns at the local land-
mark on the evening of June 10, ac-
cording to Sergeant Scott Rodger of
the Westfield Police Department.

Three other individuals – includ-
ing a 16-year-old female from
Cranford, a 16-year-old male and a
17-year-old male, both from Westfield
– were also present. The estimated
damage to the gazebo is $430, Ser-
geant Rodger said.

He revealed that Heo was charged
July 13 and issued a summons, add-
ing he did not believe the girl who
allegedly took part in damaging the
gazebo had yet been charged.

Sergeant Rodger confirmed that an
investigation by Westfield Police De-
tective Gregory Hobson that included
computer-enhanced images from the
videotape led police to the five sus-
pects.

The surveillance camera at the park
is monitored by the Westfield Police
Department. After last month’s inci-
dent, images culled from the video-
tape were published in The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in hopes that some-
one would recognize the individuals
involved.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
KEEPING THE PEACE...Westfield Police Sergeant Scott Rodger reports on the
DWC hiring an off-duty police officer to disperse loitering teens and deter
vandalism. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Officer Rodger, Councilwoman
Darielle Walsh and DWC board member Frank Arena.

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader
HALF BLOOD DONORS… Staff of the Town Book Store in Westfield stay late last Friday to commemorate the midnight
arrival of the latest Harry Potter installment- “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince” by JK Rowling. Members of the
staff dressed up in costume and read portions out loud to interested, young fans.

Tax Bills Will Be Late
Due to State Aid Delay

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Many local towns have
suffered setbacks in property tax bill-
ing due to the lateness state aid noti-
fication.

Property taxes traditionally have to
be paid by the first of the month in
August, November, February and
May, but because bills are only sent
out for the August period, they are
sometimes delayed.

Towns were notified of their state
aid package late last week, and most
have been busy trying to get their
property tax bills in the mail. Each bill
recipient has a 25- calendar day grace
period before their payment is due.

Westfield Tax Collector Susan
Noon said that 10,000 property tax bills

will be mailed out by Monday, July 25,
and residents have until Friday, August
19 to submit their payments. If resi-
dents are concerned about the July 25
mailing because of vacations, they can
call the Westfield Tax Office for their
figures at (908) 789-0451.

“The state is supposed to notify us
in the first week of July,” said Ms.
Noon. “It wasn’t released until late
Wednesday night (July 13).”

Garwood residents have a few more
days to turn in their payments. The
state aid notification budget will be
adopted at a borough council meet-
ing on Tuesday, July 26, and then the
tax bills will be mailed on August 1 or 2.

Mountainside will have their bills
mailed out by the end of next week.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

MS Council Advances
Rte. 22 Drainage Work

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE— At their regu-
larly scheduled meeting Tuesday
evening, the Mountainside council
unanimously passed the first reading of
two ordinances. The second and final
reading of both ordinances will be voted
on at the August council meeting.

The first ordinance will allow the
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation (NJDOT) to make roadway
drainage improvements along Route
22 from New Providence Road to
Echo Lake Park. In order to make the
drainage improvements, the NJDOT
requires a 694 square foot easement
along the frontage of Route 22 to be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


