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New Officers Installed
In F-SP Rotary Club

ROTARY OFFICERS NAMED…New officers were installed in the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club on June 29. Pictured, from left to right, are: Karin
Dreixler, the new Treasurer; newly appointed President Dwight Leeper; Denise
Hughes, the new Vice President, and former District Governor Adrienne Bzura.
Ray Pardon, not pictured, has been named as the club’s new Secretary.
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SP Clean-Up Program
Went ‘Extremely Well’

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Initial as-
sessments of Scotch Plains’ revamped
spring clean-up program, which
ended last week, were upbeat, with
few problems encountered and a sharp
decrease in the amount of household
items collected.

“My initial reaction is that it went
extremely well,” Public Property
Director Walter DiNizo told The
Times last Friday, the last day of
the program, which was switched
this spring to a user fee-based sys-
tem in which residents wishing to
dispose of large household items
had to purchase a permit in order to
do so.

“All residents were very coopera-
tive,” Mr. DiNizo said, adding that he
heard no criticism from township resi-
dents. “They understood what we
were facing in terms of costs and lack
of bidders.” He said very few prob-
lems were encountered. “I could prob-
ably count them on my hand,” he
said.

The Township Council, con-
cerned about the ever-increasing
costs of a township-wide program
in recent years, approved the new
system earlier this year, and at a

recent council meeting, members
said they had heard no complaints
from residents as the program moved
forward during June.

The new permit system, which al-
lowed residents to put out up to 750
pounds of household items for col-
lection, also seems to have resulted in
a sharp decrease in the amount of
items picked up by Midco Waste Sys-
tems. Mr. DiNizo said that 290 tons
of waste had been collected from the
first two of four township sections in
the first half of June. Last year, he
noted, 1,800 tons were collected for
the entire township.

Slightly less than 2,000 permits,
each costing $60, were issued by Mr.
DiNizo’s office. He said one issue
that will have to be addressed next
year is the number of latecomers seek-
ing a permit.

“We did not specify any cutoff
date [for purchasing a permit],” he
said. “We’ll have to do that next
year.”

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council last month that a
formal report on the pick-up program
will be submitted during the summer,
and he expects members of the gov-
erning body to discuss the first year
of the revamped program in the fall.

Marks to Wait In Pushing
For Property Tax Reform

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With state
legislators nearing the start of their
summer recess in advance of the fall
election campaign, Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks said last week
that he doesn’t plan on making any
new push for property tax reform
until after the November elections.

Earlier this month, during the prop-
erty tax forum sponsored by The
Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, the mayor asked fel-
low panelists Linda Stender and Jon
Bramnick, members of the State As-
sembly from the 22nd and 21st Dis-
tricts, respectively, to meet with him
to craft bipartisan legislation on prop-
erty tax reform.

At the Township Council’s meet-
ing on June 28, the mayor said he had
not followed up with Mrs. Stender or
Mr. Bramnick in the three weeks since
the June 5 forum.

“I don’t know if now is the most
appropriate time to do so,” he said,

noting that after state legislators take
final action on the state budget, they
will be in recess until September,
when the fall campaign gets under-
way.

“I can’t picture it (a meeting) tak-
ing place during a lame duck session
in the fall,” Mayor Marks said, add-
ing that he prefers not to hold any
serious discussions during what he
called “the silly season” of the fall
campaign.

But, he said, “I certainly plan to
follow up” once the election is over.
He said formulating legislation will
take some time, and then efforts
will be required to get legislators as
sponsors and co-sponsors of any
bill that might emerge from the dis-
cussions.

Legislation to place a referendum
on the November ballot asking voters
whether they favored a constitutional
convention to address property tax
reform was approved in May by the
Assembly, but floundered in the State
Senate.
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Emminent Domain
Worries Officials

holders, Sebastian D’elia, told The
Westfield Leader that the freeholders
have never used eminent domain to
acquire property.

“When we do develop, we purchase
properties through the Open Space
Trust Fund. We don’t really use emi-
nent domain,” Mr. D’elia said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told The Leader, “As a citizen, I have
great concern about the broad powers
government has through eminent do-
main. As Mayors, we have to be care-
ful how we use it.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr re-
sponded that, “Eminent domain
should always be a last resort and
should only be used in truly, blighted
areas for the betterment of the com-
munity.”

Mayor Mahr said that she does not
foresee a need to have to use it in
Fanwood pointing out that the Re-
vised Downtown Redevelopment Plan
is working without it.

Mr. Newell said that in his opinion,
the Supreme Court’s decision focuses
on financial gain as justification.

“The decision was poorly crafted,”
he commented.

“I think this ruling really oversteps
the boundaries,” Chairman of
Fanwood’s Planning and Zoning
Board of Adjustment Gregory
Cummings said.

Mayor Marks added, “I can under-
stand how government could have a
need to use eminent domain to serve
the public good, but this decision gives
powers that are too broad. We have to
be responsible about how we use it.”

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, one

of the dissenting voters, stated in the
court’s published ruling that “The fall-
out from this decision will not be
random. The beneficiaries are likely
to be those citizens with dispropor-
tionate influence and power in the
political process, including large cor-
porations and development firms.”

Justice O’Connor continued, say-
ing, “The specter of condemnation
hangs over all property. Economic
development takings seriously jeop-
ardize the security of all private prop-
erty ownership.”

“I hope we never see the abuse of
it,” Mayor Mahr commented.

Justice Stevens noted that states
and local governments cannot pass
laws restricting condemnations. New
Jersey statute, which supercedes the
federal ruling, restricts the use of emi-
nent domain to “truly blighted areas.”
However, Mr. Cummings pointed out
that the term “blighted” is too loosely
defined.

According to Justice O’Connor, it
could be applied to any property that
is not generating top dollar tax rev-
enues.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Adrienne
Bzura, former District Governor of
District No. 7510, installed the new
officers of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club on June 29 at Pantagis
Renaissance restaurant in Scotch
Plains.

Officers installed include Karin
Dreixler, Treasurer; Dwight Leeper,
President, and Denise Hughes, Vice
President. Ray Pardon, the club’s new
Secretary, was absent due to vacation.

All have been active in the Rotary
organization for many years and are

well known in the community. Mr.
Leeper is employed with Merrill
Lynch; Ms. Dreixler is Director of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA;
Ms. Hughes is Vice President of Val-
ley National Bank, and Mr. Pardon
is a realtor with ERA.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary meets every Wednesday at noon
at Pantagis Renaissance. Anyone in-
terested in joining is invited to be a
guest at an upcoming meeting. For
more information, please visit
www.fsprotary.org.

Glaucoma Screenings
Conducted at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – On June 15,
Dr. Vincent McGlone of Millburn
conducted a free glaucoma screening
for senior citizen members of the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Glaucoma is the leading cause of
preventable blindness in the United
States, but does not present any no-
ticeable symptoms before a person
experiences vision loss.

Along with his staff, Dr. McGlone
performed tonometry as well as the
latest detection test for glaucoma
called GDx-VCC. This testing can
identify the actual site of any damage
long before the patient has experi-
enced any vision loss by measuring
the retinal nerve fiber layer of the eye.

Dr. McGlone, President of New
Jersey Contact Lenses. For more in-
formation, please visit
www.njcontactlens.co m.

The JCC offers a three-day per
week social program for senior adults.
For more information, please call Nan
Statton at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 207.

Reading is Good for You

goleader.com/subscribe
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Art Lieberman Accepted
To Federal Mediation Panel
SCOTCH PLAINS – Art

Lieberman, Ph.D., a Scotch Plains
resident, has been accepted onto
the U.S. Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission’s (EEOC)
mediation panel as part of its fed-
eral Alternative Dispute Resolution
Program.

Dr. Lieberman
was selected to this
panel of through a
competitive process.
He will be mediat-
ing workplace dis-
crimination cases.

Dr. Lieberman
maintains a private
practice, Lieberman
Mediation, in Scotch
Plains, providing di-
vorce and commer-
cial mediation ser-
vices for 11 years.
He received a Ph.D.
in Business Admin-
istration in 1977,
and has trained in mediation
through Seton Hall Law School and
the Institute for Dispute Resolu-
tion. He is accredited by the New
Jersey Association of Professional
Mediators and is Practitioner Mem-
ber of the Association for Conflict
Resolution (previously the Acad-
emy of Family Mediators).

He has been appointed by the

New Jersey Judiciary to the media-
tion panels for Civil and Family
Law Cases. He also is a mediator
mentor for applicants to the Ad-
ministrative Office of the Courts
statewide civil mediation program
and is serving as a mediator for the
municipal courts of Union County.

A strong advocate
of mediation, Dr.
Lieberman explains,
“Both parties in me-
diation feel safe and
empowered to nego-
tiate efficiently and
effectively. They are
not entangled in le-
galities, but instead
can more freely ex-
press their own
needs and are more
willing to consider
the needs of the other
party. When an issue
is litigated, the par-
ties vie for position

in a win/lose game. But, in media-
tion, the parties work together with
the mediator to find solutions that
satisfy both of them.”

Lieberman’s office is located at
2350 South Avenue in Scotch
Plains. To learn more about media-
tion, please call Art Lieberman at
(908) 654-4404 or visit his website,
www.FairDivorce.com.

SCHOOL’S OUT FOR THE SUMMER…Evergreen Elementary had its
last day of school on Thursday, June 23.  Pictured are the Cheney boys who
were all students at Evergreen this past year. It was the first time four children
from the same family have attended the school at the same time. From left to
right, are: Sean, Nicholas, Brendan and Connor.
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  Willie Wilson Baseball Camp,  For
boys and girls ages 10 to 16. This
camp will be held August 15 to 19
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Farley Park.
The cost is $250 per person.  Details
will follow.

Summer Parks, ages six to 12, 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day, July 5 to August 12. This program
is for Scotch  Plains and Fanwood
residents. The six-week program fea-
tures games, contests and weekly trips,
as well as arts and crafts. Parents can
choose either the Brookside or Green
Forest Parks for their children. The
program is supervised by mostly col-
lege students experienced in super-
vising children. The registration fee is
$50 per  child.

Small Fry Program, ages three to
five. Registration for this program,
which began April 16, is $40 be-
fore Thursday, June 16, and $50
after this date. The program can
only accommodate 25 youngsters.
The program includes arts and
crafts as well as active and passive
activities.

MARACAS Summer Spanish Camp,
for children aged four to eight, 9 to 11
a.m., Monday through Friday, June
27 to July 1 or July 18 to July 22, at
the Scotch Hills Country Club. Tu-
ition for the camp is $150 per child
and includes all materials and sup-
plies. Call Amanda Seewald at (908)
447-8447 for more information.

Youth Tennis Team, ages 10 to 17,
Monday through Friday, June 28 to
August 13, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the
Kramer Manor Park Tennis Courts.
The team will play matches with other
teams in the area who are members of
the New Jersey Town Tennis League.
Players are eligible to compete in the

state tournament. The fee for this pro-
gram is $15 per person which includes
a T-shirt. Registrationthrough Thurs-
day, June 23.

Basketball Skills & Drills,  for chil-
dren entering kindergarten through
second grades.  Ken Miller will again
teach the skills of basketball to begin-
ners as well as more experienced play-
ers. The program, to be held at the
Kramer Manor basketball courts, will
have a maximum of 25 children. The
program will be held Thursdays, July
7 through August  25, from  6 to 7
p.m.  Registration will be held
through Friday, June 24. The cost is
$40 for Scotch Plains residents  and
$45 for non-residents.
  Girls/Boys Basketball, for children
entering grades 3 through 6. Ken
Miller will teach skills to those who
have played ball and want to improve
their skill level. The boys and girls
will be together in one group. The
program will be held at the Kramer
Manor basketball courts on Thurs-
days, July 7 through August 25, from
7:15 to 8:30 p.m.  The  cost is $40 for
residents and $45 for non-residents.
   Junior Golf Clinic, ages eight to 17.
Bill McCluney, PGA Pro, will in-
struct this summer’s clinic. The pro-
gram is for all experience levels from
beginner to advanced. Golf will be
taught at  Jerseyland Park, unless oth-
erwise indicated, on Mondays from
July 11 through August 15.  Class size
is limited. The cost is $50 for town-
ship residents  and $55  for non-
residents.
  Youth Tennis Camp, ages five to 12,
Kramer Manor Park Tennis Courts.
Children will have a choice of three
weeks this summer. Registration is
now being accepted.

WF Chamber to
Showcase Bus.

Hans Winberg was recently ap-
pointed as the chairman of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC). The WACC facili-
tates commerce, program events and
activities that boost business for lo-
cal merchants. The chamber hosts
several major events in Westfield each
year, including the Spring Fling, the
Farmer’s Market and Festifall. These
activities draw consumers into
Westfield. The chamber covers mer-
chants from Mountainside, Westfield
and Garwood, but its approximately
320 members are from towns as far
as Roselle, Elizabeth and Spring-
field.

“There is a great deal of synergy
when chamber members work to-
gether,” said Mr. Winberg.

The executive board members are
Vice Chairman Chris Kirkwood from
Kirkwood and Gotchko, Secretary
Maria Fuentes from the Bank of
America and Treasurer Neil Sullivan
from Westfield Mortgage.

Other board members include War-
ren Rorden from Burgdorf Realtors,
Jubb Corbet from Legg Mason,
Joanna Marsh from ELB Internet
Services, Julianne Venezia from True
& Associates, Dr. Ted Schlosberg
from the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, Robert Scalera from
Theresa’s and the Mojave Grill,
George Withers, Jr. from G-Wiz II
autowash, Jim Estebrook, Esq. from
Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook,
Hal Narotzky from Aberson,
Narotzky and White, Mary Rose
Sherry from Douglas Cosmetics and
two liaisons, who recently have been
Sherry Cronin from the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) and
JoAnn Neylan from the Westfield
Town Council.

The chamber has not previously
worked closely with the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Business Associations,
but they work with the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC).

“They do nothing but good; there
have been very visible improvements
in town and the DWC deserves credit.
The Chamber of Commerce should
work hand in hand with the DWC,
because we are not overlapping or-
ganizations but we have an intersect-
ing set of goals,” said Mr. Winberg.

Mr. Winberg explained that his two
goals for his one-year term as chair-
man are to develop and improve the
website, westfieldchamber.com, and
to produce Westfield Gift Cards.

Mr. Winberg hopes to showcase all
of the small businesses and retailers
in Westfield.

“A good way to do this is with an
accessible and friendly website,” said
Mr. Winberg. The Westfield Gift Card
is something Mr. Winberg has been
working on personally. Similar to the
Westfield Gift Coin, this gift card
would work at all participating
Westfield retailers. It is slated to be
in stores by the fall.

Most importantly, Mr. Winberg
wants Westfield residents to be more
aware of the Chamber of Commerce
and what it does. He hopes that all
members will be enthusiastic and
proud. “I don’t think that the chair-
man does all the work, or is the
smartest or most important. There
is a really nice group of people on
the board, and my job is to make
sure we have fun and enjoy it as a
bunch of team members,” said Mr.
Winberg.

Mr. Winberg is the owner of Em-
broidery Baby on Quimby Street,
which specializes in embroidery as
well as items for young children. He
started his first business six years
ago with his wife, Vickie, and previ-
ously worked on Wall Street. He lives
in Westfield with his family.

of encouraging home-based busi-
nesses to join as well.

Due to the FBPA’s efforts, it is now
at its peak activity. The board elec-
tions in November established a struc-
ture that the association previously
did not have.

 Maya Kovalyov, a FBPA member
and proprietor of the Internet Lounge,
has created a new website,
www.fanwood.biz, which provides a
listing of members and updates about
events in addition to directions and
weather for Fanwood.

Mr. Chemidlin believes that the
website is not only useful for con-
sumers looking to acquaint them-
selves with Fanwood, but also for
merchants who might be interested in
joining the FBPA. Not only does the
website provide more accessibility to
the merchants, it also offers free clas-
sified ads.

The website has helped the FBPA
to achieve one of its main objectives:
to unify the businesses in Fanwood
and represent their best interests to
the local government. On that front,
the group has been very successful.
The borough government has been
very receptive to the business owners
needs, according to Mr. Chemidlin.

The recent approval for re-devel-
opment of the 6.5 acre piece of land
known as the “Dean Oil” property on
LaGrande Avenue has proved to be
very encouraging to the FBPA, as the
main concern for most of the mer-
chants is downtown revitalization.

Every month the association meets
at Chelsea Assisted Living, also a
member. On occasion, a different
member will host a gathering. For the
July meeting, the FBPA will be joined
by the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA) for
a networking event at the Sun Tavern
in Fanwood.

Mr. Chemidlin stated that the FBPA
wants to work more closely with the
SPBPA, for there are a group of busi-
nesses that are members of both asso-
ciations. Although there have been
communication lapses in the past
between the two organizations, they
are working together to avoid such
mishaps in the future.

The biggest item on the FBPA’s
agenda for the upcoming year is to
attract new members. Redevelopment
will also help this objective; more
retail space in the downtown area
provides more opportunities for new
businesses to move in and join the
association. In the past, the FBPA had
run into problems with recruiting new
members due to misinformation about
a perceived connection with the local
government.

Mr. Chemidlin, who is the presi-
dent of Family Investors Company,
and Vice President Dale Flowers of
Scotchwood Florist, started a
grassroots effort to introduce new
businesses to the mission of the FBPA.

Recently, the FBPA sponsored the
4th Annual Fanwood Street Fair on
June 26, which was highly auspi-
cious in the eyes of Mr. Chemidlin.

The eminence of the street fair
was greatly helped by the fact that
many members of the FBPA have
been willing to help in planning
such events. In the future, the FBPA
would like to coordinate Cruise
Nights on the southside of the
Fanwood train station to coincide
with movie night at La Grande Park
on Tuesday nights.

An event of this sort would work to
encourage businesses to stay open
later one night a week, attracting more
customers, Mr. Chemidlin noted.

The FBPA’s main focus is repre-
senting the businesses of Fanwood
and their best interests. Mr. Chemidlin
wants to “keep the excitement going”
that has been permeating the associa-
tion as of late and lead the businesses
of Fanwood down the right path.

*****

Art Lieberman


