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Community Ctr. Plans Draw
Large Crowd in Garwood

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Officials revealed last
Thursday night that construction costs for a
borough community center is now esti-
mated to be between $1.7 and $1.9 million.

Plans call for a one-story building with a
basketball court, game room, meeting room,
gymnasium and 36-space parking lot.

Officials in April opted not to purchase
St. Anne’s School due to the high costs of
upgrading the school, on top of the $1.8
million appraisal estimate to purchase the
building.

The Community Center Construction
Committee also considered construction of
a new building at the Little League complex
on Spruce Avenue and a new building be-
hind the Garwood Department of Public
Works.

The idea to construct a community center
to service the youth and seniors of Garwood
originally came about in 2000, according to
Borough Attorney Robert Renaud. The cost
to build was estimated to be between
$900,000 to $1 million at the time.

At that time, the cash available from a
bond ordinance and the sale of municipal
land would have covered a good portion of
the cost, officials said. However, the actual
bid from a “good sampling of contractors”
came in around $1.5 million, according to
Mr. Renaud, which was much higher than
they had anticipated.

The committee estimated that it would
require  $987,000 to complete the project.
These costs would include a gymnasium, a
basement, air conditioning, furniture and
fixtures.

The annual operating costs of the center
would be approximately $100,000. On a
home assessed at $100,000, this would
represent a property tax increase of roughly
$100 based on a financing rate for average
annual debt service requirements of princi-
pal and interest of 3.95 percent over 20
years, officials explained.

The borough anticipates that a bond ordi-
nance authorizing the issuance of debt would
be necessary in order to complete the con-
struction.

An alternative proposal for the commu-
nity center, the possible use of St. Anne’s
School on Second Avenue, came about last
fall and has been considered by the borough
as an option.

According to Mayor McCarthy, a feasi-
bility study was done and the building alone
was appraised at $1.8 million. It was deter-
mined that the building needs a great deal of
work and estimated costs to renovate the
building are about $1.5 million, according
to Mr. Renaud.

Garwood resident Dan Flynn of Myrtle
Avenue believes there should be a referen-
dum for the project placed on the November
ballot.

“There’s probably a real good chance at
this point that that’s what we are going to do
to get the final word from our citizens,” said
Mayor McCarthy. “The mayor and council’s
position is a neutral position.”

Many residents who attended last
Thursday’s meeting were interested in ex-
ploring and improving existing space and
programs in the borough as an alternative to
constructing a new building.

Resident Karen Rusin inquired about a
multi-purpose room in Lincoln School and
whether or not the borough is utilizing the
school to its maximum capacity. Resident
Dan Flynn said he would like to rent space
from St. Paul’s.

Many citizens promoted the new facility
as a way for kids to stay out of trouble. Susan
Marr of Second Avenue said she would
rather see her daughter “at a community
center than in front of a 7-11,” she said.

Kathy Phelps agreed, noting,“We need a
community center to keep our kids safe.”

Mr. Matheson said that the Lincoln School

gym is over-utilized and agreed that a com-
munity center represents a good alternative
for kids. “During the middle of the winter,
there is no place for the kids to go other than
here (the Lincoln gym).”

Anne Leonard of Myrtle Avenue spoke
out for senior citizens who are content with
the current arrangement whereby seniors
can utilize the borough firehouse.

“I think the seniors are happy where they
are. They have the facilities to go where they
want to go,” she said.

Other seniors, however, feel that the
borough’s firehouse, where seniors currently
meet, is too small and they have out-grown
the building.

Borough Fire Chief Rich Bonfanti spoke
out in support for the center, saying “We’re
talking about $100 a year in tax increase,
people spend more money on lottery tickets
and going out to dinner every week. Two
dinners a year would pay for it.”

Resident Jack Sullivan is concerned about
what will become of the St. Anne’s building.
“We have one chance,” he said. “Why are we
thinking so small? Why can’t St. Anne’s
become town hall or the police depart-
ment?” he asked.

Mayor McCarthy explained that it
would cost $100,000 just to bring in an
outside consultant to look at the 25,000
square foot structure.

“Sometimes you have to pay a little more
money to make progress in any event,” said
resident John Connolly.

Bruce Paterson of Willow Avenue sug-
gested that volunteers could be brought in to
help finish the building.

“I’m a licensed plumber. You want me to
do plumbing, I’ll do plumbing,” he said,
“I’m a volunteer and I love this community.”

William Nierstedt from the Garwood Plan-
ning Board gave a list of alternative spaces
available in the borough to house a commu-
nity center. He does agree that the borough
needs a new gymnasium and outdoor recre-
ational facilities, such as a baseball and
soccer field.

“You can get another baseball and soccer
field over on the five acres that we own at the
end of Myrtle,” he said. “We can put a new
gymnasium on Washington School.”

Mr. Nierstedt also said that the County of
Union offers grants.

“We can get $25,000 a year from Field of
Dreams (grant),” he said, “We can provide
for all that we do have within our existing
facilities.”

Mayor McCarthy said that the commu-
nity center construction committee would
reconvene and discuss the feedback received
at the meeting.

“We may propose a referendum on
November’s ballot,” he said.
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TALKING ABOUT IT...Garwood resident Jim Matheson expresses his support
of the Community Center Project at last Thursday night’s meeting.
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Business Associations
Review 2005 Goals

with his wife, Vickie, and previously
worked on Wall Street. He lives in
Westfield with his family.

Scotch Plains
Seeks Expansion
Just a bit over a decade old, the

Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA) is still go-
ing strong, working to represent the
establishments of its district.

Born under the tutelage of Ray Par-
don, currently of the ERA Suburb Re-
alty Agency, the association is now
headed by its third president, Lisa Mohn,
owner of Apple Blossom Flower Shop
on Park Avenue.

In the past, the SPBPA has focused
mainly upon planning events such as
the car show, craft and street fair, but
due to a drop in membership, the group
has re-centered its efforts upon draw-
ing new members and creating a greater
sense of community amongst Scotch
Plains businesses. Generally, as Ms.
Mohn stated, the association wants to
“bring more business into town.”

The group is not limited to mer-
chants in the downtown area. Ms. Mohn
expressed that she wanted to have ev-
erybody involved, including proprietors
with businesses on Mountain Avenue,
Route 22 and all other businesses in
Scotch Plains.

The association has been viewed at
times as being exclusive to Park Av-
enue businesses, a notion that Ms. Mohn
is working to dispel.

Right now the biggest challenge of
the SPBPA “is trying to get people
downtown to shop.” Geography has
proven to be a hard obstacle to over-
come. Residents that live farther away
from downtown will at times stray from
local merchants, instead frequenting
stores in Clark or Westfield, closer to
their homes.

Jef Stein, a board member and spe-
cial events coordinator for the SPBPA,
commented that if the town was willing
to make geographical changes, such as
moving the municipal building and the
fire house to create a quainter feel in the
downtown, more people might be en-
couraged to spend the day walking
around and perusing the stores.

Mr. Stein said the town and council
people “have to be amenable to making
a change” in order to increase foot
traffic and business. In past years, he
said, there were cooperative members
of the township council, but they were
never able to precipitate change that
would have been beneficial to the down-
town. He also believes that the plan to
make the downtown more accessible
could still be feasible today.

Although Mohn doesn’t see the
Fanwood Professional Business Asso-
ciation (FPBA) and the SPBPA merg-
ing at any time soon, she is in favor of
working together in order to plan events
for the towns, networking nights and
other social activities.

Two steps that the SPBPA has taken
to recruit new members include send-
ing out a newsletter and working on its
website. The newsletter, which is sent
to all member businesses, other local
merchants and distributed in the down-
town, lists upcoming events, happen-
ings in the business community and
descriptions of select member busi-
nesses.

Mr. Stein stated that the association
received a lot of positive feedback to
the newsletter. He hopes to expand it, as
well as add advertisers.

Mr. Stein asserted that the website is
an especially useful tool, because it
provides an easy way to get acquainted
with the town. The website,
visitscotchplains.com, lists the
association’s members, links them to
their customers online and chronicles
upcoming events. He was most con-
cerned with customers lost to busi-
nesses in Westfield or Clark, merely
because there is poor advertisement on
the part of businesses in Scotch Plains.

The SPBPA is trying to increase its
involvement in the business commu-
nity through its rebuilding phase.

Fanwood Making
Great Strides

Since its inception five years ago, the
Fanwood Business and Professional

Association (FBPA) has taken great
strides towards revitalizing the borough’s
downtown. Peter Chemidlin, who was
appointed president by the mayor in
2000 and won the position in the
association’s first elections this past
November, began working closely with
local business owners in 2000 to create
goals and recruit members. The purpose
of the association, in Chemidlin’s words,
“is to provide a platform” for businesses
to have a voice.

Today, the FBPA has a membership of
43 businesses, with, Mr. Chemidlin prom-
ised, more on the way. Most of the mem-
bers operate in the downtown area of
Fanwood, but the association is in the
process of encouraging home-based busi-
nesses to join as well.

Due to the FBPA’s efforts, it is now at its
peak activity. The board elections in No-
vember established a structure that the
association previously did not have.

 Maya Kovalyov, a FBPA member and
proprietor of the Internet Lounge, has
created a website, www.fanwood.biz,
which provides a listing of members and
updates about events, in addition to direc-
tions and weather for Fanwood.

Mr. Chemidlin believes that the website
is not only useful for consumers looking to
acquaint themselves with Fanwood, but
also for merchants who might be inter-
ested in joining the FBPA. Not only does
the website provide more accessibility to
the merchants, it also offers free classified
ads.

The website has helped the FBPA to
achieve one of its main objectives: to unify
the businesses in Fanwood and represent
their best interests to the local govern-
ment. On that front, the group has been
very successful. The borough govern-
ment has been very receptive to the busi-
ness owners’ needs, according to Mr.
Chemidlin.

The recent approval for re-develop-
ment of the 6.5 acre piece of land known
as the “Dean Oil” property on LaGrande
Avenue has proved to be very encourag-
ing to the FBPA, as the main concern for
most of the merchants is downtown revi-
talization.

Every month the association meets at
Chelsea Assisted Living. On occasion, a
different member will host a gathering.
For the July meeting, the FBPA will be
joined by the Scotch Plains Business and
Professional Association (SPBPA) for a
networking event at the Sun Tavern in
Fanwood.

Mr. Chemidlin stated that the FBPA
wants to work more closely with the
SPBPA, for there are a group of busi-
nesses that are members of both associa-
tions. Although there have been commu-
nication lapses in the past between the two
organizations, they are working together
to avoid such mishaps in the future.

The biggest item on the FBPA’s agenda
for the upcoming year is to attract new
members. Redevelopment will help this
objective; more retail space in the down-
town area provides opportunities for new
businesses to move in and join the associa-
tion. In the past, the FBPA had run into
problems with recruiting members due to
misinformation about a perceived con-
nection with the local government.

Mr. Chemidlin, who is the president of
Family Investors Company, and Vice Presi-
dent Dale Flowers of Scotchwood Florist,
started a grassroots effort to introduce new
businesses to the mission of the FBPA.

Recently, the FBPA sponsored the 4th
Annual Fanwood Street Fair on June 26,
which was highly auspicious in the eyes of
Mr. Chemidlin.

The eminence of the street fair was
greatly helped by the fact that many mem-
bers of the FBPA have been willing to help
in planning such events. In the future, the
FBPA would like to coordinate Cruise
Nights on the southside of the Fanwood
train station to coincide with movie night
at La Grande Park on Tuesday nights.

An event of this sort would work to
encourage businesses to stay open later
one night a week, attracting more custom-
ers, Mr. Chemidlin noted.

The FBPA’s main focus is represent-
ing the businesses of Fanwood and
their best interests. Mr. Chemidlin wants
to “keep the excitement going” that has
been permeating the association as of
late and lead the businesses of Fanwood
down the right path.

the run-down Terry Lou Zoo through
eminent domain, turning this parcel into
open space to appease neighbors that did
not want the area over-developed.

The Town of Westfield held discus-
sions to consider exercising their power
of eminent domain to acquire proper-
ties along the South Avenue corridor to
make way for proposed parking decks
and retail developments. The town de-
cided, however, that it would not use
eminent domain because of the ill-will
its use would generate, according to
Planning Board Vice Chairman Robert
Newell.

And the dreaded specter of eminent
domain was staunchly opposed by busi-
ness owners in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains when it was rumored that
Fanwood’s first Downtown Redevel-
opment Plan and the Scotch Plain’s
proposed special improvement Dis-
trict might implement its use. In both
cases, municipal officials had to reas-
sure local business owners that emi-
nent domain would not be imposed on
their properties, in order to overcome
their objections to proposed plans.

Spokesman for the Union County
Freeholders, Sebastian D’Elia, told The
Westfield Leader that the freeholders
have never used eminent domain to
acquire property.

“When we do develop, we purchase
properties through the Open Space
Trust Fund. We don’t really use emi-
nent domain,” Mr. D’Elia said.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told The Leader, “As a citizen, I have
great concern about the broad powers

Erratum
Last week’s story on the Westfield

Town Council conference meeting
incorrectly stated that the parking
rate at the Watterson lot will remain
at $48 per month. It should have
said that the rate will stay at $30 per
month.

The story did not clarify the mean-
ing of “Night Owl” parking, which
is overnight parking for downtown
residents whose apartment build-
ings do not provide parking.

We regret any inconvenience this
may have caused.
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Emminent Domain
Concerns Officials

government has through eminent do-
main. As mayors, we have to be careful
how we use it.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr re-
sponded that, “Eminent domain should
always be a last resort and should only
be used in truly, blighted areas for the
betterment of the community.”

Mayor Mahr said that she does not
foresee a need to have to use it in
Fanwood, pointing out that the Re-
vised Downtown Redevelopment Plan
is working without it.

Mr. Newell said that in his opin-
ion, the Supreme Court’s decision
focuses on financial gain as justifica-
tion.

“The decision was poorly crafted,”
he commented.

“I think this ruling really over-
steps the boundaries,” Chairman of
Fanwood’s Planning and Zoning
Board of Adjustment Gregory
Cummings said.

Mayor Marks added, “I can under-
stand how government could have a
need to use eminent domain to serve
the public good, but this decision gives
powers that are too broad. We have to
be responsible about how we use it.”

Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, one
of the dissenting voters, stated in the
court’s published ruling that “The
fallout from this decision will not be
random. The beneficiaries are likely
to be those citizens with dispropor-
tionate influence and power in the
political process, including large cor-
porations and development firms.”

Justice O’Connor continued, “The
specter of condemnation hangs over
all property. Economic development
takings seriously jeopardize the secu-
rity of all private property ownership.”

“I hope we never see the abuse of
it,” Mayor Mahr commented.

Justice Stevens noted that states
and local governments couldn’t pass
laws restricting condemnations. New
Jersey statute, which supercedes the
federal ruling, restricts the use of
eminent domain to “truly blighted
areas.” However, Mr. Cummings
pointed out that the term “blighted”
is too loosely defined.

According to Justice O’Connor, it
could be applied to any property that is
not generating top dollar tax revenues.
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Correction
Address for NJ
Soldiers in Iraq
Editor’s Note: For those who

would like to send letters or news-
papers to our soldiers in Iraq from
the Westfield Armory NJ National
Guard, 250th Signal Battalion,
please use the following address:

Attention CPT Joseph Pipas HHC
250th Signal Battalion
FOB Danger
Tikrit, Iraq
APO AE 09393
Last week, we did not provide the

complete zipcode. We thank the
Westfield Armory for the correction.

Erratum
In an article covering Westfield

High School’s Graduation Cer-
emony, six names are listed for stu-
dents who achieved perfect academic
records during high school.

The Westfield Leader was given
these six names prior to the ceremony
by the school district. Seven names
were read at the ceremony. Amanda
Cohen’s name was omitted from our
article. Miss Cohen will be attending
Dartmouth College in the fall.

We regret any inconvenience this
may have caused.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Luis Gomez, 29, of Elizabeth was ar-

rested at North Avenue and Charles Street
and charged with possession of under 50
grams of suspected marijuana during a
motor vehicle stop. He was released on
his own recognizance with a summons.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Adam Jenkins, 18, of Cranford was

arrested at Dorian Road and Rahway Av-
enue after a motor vehicle stop and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana. He was released on
his own recognizance with a summons.

Marina Khaitova, 24, of Metuchen was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated on North Avenue, West. She
was released on her own recognizance to
a responsible person.

Ronald Villa, 58, of Westfield was ar-
rested on Dickson Drive on charges of
simple assault and disorderly conduct
after allegedly assaulting a male resident
of Dickson Drive during a dispute. The
victim was not injured, police said. Villa
was released on his own recognizance
with a summons.

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
Jack T. Hall, Jr., 42, of Westfield was

arrested at Central Avenue and East Broad
Street and charged with disorderly con-
duct, obstructing the administration of
law and other summonses. Hall allegedly
became verbally abusive and threatening
to a special police officer after the officer
advised him not to cross the street, and
then allegedly grabbed the officer’s arm.
Hall was released with a summons.

 Kasaidsme Barlow, 27, of Plainfield
was arrested on South Avenue and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly giving police a false name during
their investigation of a report on a suspi-
cious person. Barlow also was wanted on
an outstanding contempt of court warrant
out of New Brunswick for $50. He was
released on a summons on the Westfield
charge.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17
Kaitlin Valla, 21, of Westfield was ar-

rested at Clark Street and Boulevard and
charged with driving while intoxicated.

She was released to a responsible adult.
Judith Nicholson, 45, of Fanwood was

arrested at North Avenue and Elm Street
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. She was released to a responsible
individual.

Floyed Peterson, 19, and Martin Hester,
19, both of Plainfield were arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad and
Elm Streets. They were released on their
own recognizance with summonses.

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Tramaine Johnson, 27, of Newark

was arrested in the 200 block of Or-
chard Street and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and hindering ap-
prehension for allegedly giving po-
lice a false date of birth. Johnson also
was wanted on contempt of court
warrants out of Jersey City and
Rahway, for a total of $600, for which
he posted bail. He was released on his
own recognizance on the Westfield
charge.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
 James Harris, 52, of Union was

arrested during a motor vehicle stop
at Central Avenue and Sycamore
Street and charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly present-
ing police with a British West Indies
international driver’s license bearing
a false name. He was released with a
summons.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25
Jenna Davino, 22, of Westfield was

arrested at the intersection of Hyslip
Avenue and Dorian Road and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. She was
released on her own recognizance
with a summons.

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Tyler A. Locke, 23, of Scotch Plains

was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated at Central Av-
enue and Dakota Street. He was re-
leased to a responsible individual.
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$150,000 a year via redefining how exist-
ing spaces are categorized and charged.

WeCare said that the details are on the
web, wecarewestfield.com.

Jim Baker of WeCare provided concep-
tual economics for their proposed plan. “I
feel this a great opportunity for the town,”
Mr. Baker said. “It’s a slam dunk.”

In response to WeCare’s comments, Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca thanked
the group for “what they brought to the
table.” He explained that the current park-
ing situation would be fixed, but main-
tained that it is a “living document,” whereby,
the town would “update the parking to
make it more flexible and more efficient. I
want shoppers in lots 1 and 8 with a pay
station and options for long-term parking.

“More parking downtown means in-
creased parking revenue. We will come up
with aesthetically appealing and consistent
parking signs. We will make a lot of changes
over the current year.”
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