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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) will continue its
22nd season with a concert featuring Brahms’
Symphony No. 3 in F, Vaughan Williams’
Serenade to Music (orchestral
version) and Robert Aldridge’s
Concerto for Violin.

The concert will take
place at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
February 5, at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield.

The program includes ro-
mantic music, offering three
different takes on the warmth
and expressive nature of 19th
and 20th century tonal music.

In describing the works to be per-
formed, WSO Music Director David
Wroe said, “Vaughan Williams, known
as the ‘English Impressionist’, betrays
unabashed sentimentalism and a sweet
melancholy in his Serenade to Music. In
contrast to this is Brahms, the masculine
German Romantic, whose Third Sym-
phony is one of the last vestiges of giant

Romanticism.”
Maestro Wroe continued, “Aldridge’s rela-

tively new violin concerto is a melting pot of
what has come before, yet expressed through

the unique perspective of a liv-
ing American composer – re-
sulting in a hauntingly beauti-
ful new major work added to
the concerto repertoire.”

Robert Aldridge will lead a
free pre-concert lecture at 7
p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church. Violinist Boris
Kucharsky will join him to an-
swer questions for attendees.

Tickets for the concert are
$25 to $60 with discounts for

students and senior citizens. Concert tick-
ets may be purchased directly from the
WSO by calling (908) 232-9400 or vis-
iting the office at 224 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Twenty-five dollar tickets are also available
at the following WSO ticket outlets: Lancaster,
Ltd. and The Town Book Store, both of
Westfield, Martin Jewelers in Cranford and
Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Aspiring young
actors who want to polish their theater
skills may register for the Musical The-

ater Workshop given by the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) in
Westfield.

Taught by veteran Broadway actor
Juan Pineda, the course is open to stu-
dents ages 10 to 18 years old, who will be
trained in scene preparation, audition
and performance preparation, acting tech-
niques and solo and ensemble work.

The class is geared toward students
who may wish to audition for roles in
their own school productions.

Mr. Pineda, who was a member of the
Broadway cast of Miss Saigon and an inter-
national cast of The King and I, recently
appeared in the Fourth Annual Concert of
Excellence at Alice Tully Hall in Lincoln
Center. He played the role of Riccardo in
Verdi’s Un Ballo In Maschera, produced by
the Little Opera Company of New Jersey,
a group of which he co-founded. His credits
include various opera, film, stage, cabaret,
and recording projects done internation-
ally and in the United States.

The Musical Theater Workshop is
held on Thursdays, from 3:30 to 5
p.m., at the NJWA Annex, located at
361 South Avenue East in Westfield.

For further information, please call
(908) 789-9696. For additional infor-
mation on NJWA programs, please
visit www.njworkshopforthearts.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield will hold audi-
tions for membership on Wednesday,
February 2, at the home of Jason
Tammam, located at 1168 Prospect
Street in Westfield.

Youngsters in grades eight to 12,
who are studying music, are invited to
apply for membership.

The audition will require two pieces
to be performed from memory – one
from the periods up to and including
the Beethoven era, and the other from
the Romantic or Modern periods.

If accompaniment is needed, it
should be provided by the performer.

To audition, please call Jean
Namkung at (908) 771-9555.

The Junior Musical Club, a division
of The Musical Club of Westfield, is a
performing group of high school in-
strumentalists and vocalists from

Westfield and the surrounding areas,
who are brought together by their love
of music.

The 2005 slate of officers includes
Henry Namkung, President; Kathy
Yang, Vice-President of Programs; Jean
Namkung, Vice-President of Auditions;
Andrew Gibson, Treasurer; Rachel
Louie, Secretary; Kirsten Mandala,
Hospitality; and Bryan Krichilsky, Pub-
licity.

The next meeting will be held on
Sunday, February 6, at 7 p.m. at the
Krichilsky home, located at 1027 Sum-
mit Avenue in Westfield.

The current members of the club
will partake in the ensemble concert,
which will be held on Sunday, March
13, at 3 p.m. in the First Baptist Church
on 170 Elm Street. The concert will be
open to the public and admission is
free.
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – For the summer of 2005,
the Rome Festival Orchestra (RFO),
Ltd., an American charity, needs
volunteers to help with the Rome
Festival in Rome, Italy.

The RFO presents symphony con-
certs with chorus, chamber music
concerts, and fully-staged operas and
classical ballets.

Volunteers are needed from all
performing arts areas, including cho-
ral singers, back stage helpers, set
designers, artists, plus many more.

For general information, please
visit http://www.geocities.com/
romefestival. To inquire about spe-
cific positions, please e-mail
romefestivalvol@yahoo.com and
specify area of interest and career
status or age, or call (800) 811-3841
during morning hours specifying
volunteerism.

Volunteers serve in Rome for two
or more weeks. Their out-of-pocket
expenses usually qualify as charitable
contributions.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
in Westfield has launched
its newly designed website,
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Members of the public relations
department of NJWA have been work-
ing with web designer Jenny Gao
of sarwebstudio to develop an easy-to-
navigate web site containing informa-
tion about the NJWA and its
programs.

“We are extremely pleased to keep
the public informed through this me-
dium,” said NJWA Founder and Ex-
ecutive Director Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg. “Since 1972, our program
has grown so much that it is important
to use current information trends which
permit the public to be up-to-date with
our programs and our events.”

He added, “The accomplishments
of our students, whether adults, teens,
school children or pre-schoolers, are so
remarkable that we would like to give
the public the opportunity to share
their experiences. This website, with
its user-friendly format, will supple-
ment the information available in our
usual flyers, brochures, press releases
and display ads.”
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
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This is a nice little surprise. Past experi-
ence would lead you to believe that the
coming attractions for In Good Company,
about a middle-aged advertising salesman
(Dennis Quaid) who suddenly has a boss
half his age foisted on him, tell it all. While
they sort of do, director Paul Weitz’s nicely
flourished tale still has enough good stuff in
reserve to keep us sufficiently interested and
off guard for most of its enjoyable doings.

What’s more, it’s sweet versus cute. Cute,
as films go, is generally used to describe an
actually mediocre effort. But, since it doesn’t
entirely insult you, your mother or what-
ever you believe in, and because it doesn’t
make you nauseous, you give it dispensa-
tion.

Sweet, on the other hand, implies the
movie in question demonstrates a modi-
cum of virtue, apparent goodwill and what
actually seems like an honest belief in the
humanitarian thing it’s trying to say. Okay,
so it isn’t the last word on the subject by a
long shot … in this case the tacit crime
against society known as corporate cold-
ness. It won’t win the Nobel Prize. Not
even an Oscar, for that matter.

Hence, when it’s perceived that the
filmmaker is tackling a topic that’s truly in
our better interest, albeit interspersed
through what is otherwise a lighthearted,
commercially intended comedy, that’s kind
of sweet … don’t you think?

After holding down the advertising sales
department at “Sports America Magazine”
for nigh on 25 years, Dan Foreman, portrayed
by Dennis Quaid, is demoted. A 21st century
victim of acquisitions, mergers and a general
disregard for human worth, the super sales-
men is supplanted by 26-year-old Carter
Duryea (Topher Grace), a Young Turk who
made his bones in the cell phone business.
“Things could have been worse,” informs the
new boss, recognizing the inherent value of his
more experienced predecessor.”

“How so?” asks the entirely shocked
Foreman.

“You could have been fired,” responds
the hotshot.

Welcome to bottom line thinking. Ap-
parently, things haven’t changed all that much
since Fezziwig went bankrupt, outsmarted
by Scrooge and Marley. Only now, the white-
gloved culprits don’t have to avert their eyes.
In the case of Dan’s fall from grace, faceless
corporate dictums do the dirty work.

But wait. If this were simply a black and
white tale of good and evil, there wouldn’t be
much to it. Knowing that true drama resides
within the gray between those dipoles, Weitz
adds another point of interest. Is that a spark
of humanity we detect in Duryea? Could it
be he’s as much a victim of modern times as
Dan? Perhaps all is not lost.

Still, when the lonely young man weasels
his way into the Foreman abode for a home-
cooked meal, we fear the sticky situation
may result in standard sitcom complica-
tions. Happily, such is not the case. Com-
mendably, In Good Company doesn’t feel
compelled to reach for the laugh at every
opportunity. Even more to its credit, when
Dan’s daughter Alex (Scarlett Johansson)
and Carter find romance, the turn of events
plays remarkably free of contrivance. In the
modern parlance, Weitz keeps it real.

Helping achieve that end, Quaid is jour-
neyman good as the middle class, middle-
aged worker bee, imbuing his embattled
regular guy with just the right amount of
heroism. Noble in the way that so many
unheralded providers of home and hearth
are, he anguishes when the 26-year-old
wunderkind tells him he must let go his
longtime employees, Morty (David Paymer)
and Lou (Kevin Chapman). “You mean fire
them?” Dan angrily queries, disdainful of the
dissociating euphemism. But that’s as far as
his protest goes. He has a family to support.

Less studied but equally well character-
ized, Topher Grace’s portrayal of the new
corporate personality reminds us of what we
learned from Walt Kelly’s Pogo. That is, “We
have found the enemy… and he is us.”
Which, again, is what gives this story cre-
dence.

Granted, there are a few misguided
souls among the cast. Corwin (Frankie
Faison), for example, Carter’s sadistically
clueless boss, just may be too indoctri-
nated to hope for any sort of redemption.
The same goes for Malcolm McDowell as

the strange Teddy K, the Svengali-like
CEO of the conglomerate that takes over
“Sports America.” Yet, knowing that no
one person can be held responsible for the
system’s inequities hammers home the
nature of humankind’s plight.

As the world spins faster and faster, tech-
nology continues to geometrically increase
its influence on our lives. The lessons of
more enlightened periods seem more nos-
talgic than relevant. A dangerous alienation
occurs. And thus the left and right may
forget that they are symbiotic sides of the
same, freedom loving coin. Just how to
maintain that liberty is what’s really at issue.

The conservatives are afraid that if they let-
up in the survival-of-the-fittest stakes, a spoiled,
less productive proletariat will only expect
more special privilege. While the liberals, on
the other hand, are certain the right is con-
cerned only with solidifying its power. The
schism finds its way into the boardroom.

Like almost everything else, it’s all a
matter of perception. Corporate America
has no real politics. It merely hunts the
bottom line with the same single-minded
determination of a river searching for the
path of least resistance. Whether it means
laying off 6,000 workers or supporting a
national health plan, if that’s what will
insure dividends for stockholders, so be it.

All of which suggests that some human
oversight and a little taking of inventory is
in order. Otherwise, let’s face it. It’ll be easy
pickings when the Martians venture down
to conquer us.

To this end, Weitz’s convivial yarn makes
its contribution. Mind you, the tack taken is
optimistically blithe. The movie isn’t about
to replace the inflammatory Oil for the
Lamps of China (1935) or the iconic The
Grapes of Wrath (1940) in the annals of
socially profound cinema. But, in its sweet
little way it reminds us that we’re all in this
together. Which, if we can just iron out our
differences, puts us In Good Company.

* * * * * * *
IIIIIn Gn Gn Gn Gn Good Companyood Companyood Companyood Companyood Company, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed by Paul
Weitz and stars Dennis Quaid, Topher
Grace and Scarlett Johansson. Running
time: 109 minutes.

EEEEErratumrratumrratumrratumrratum
In the January 20 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, in reporting
about the Choral Arts Society’s Janu-
ary 15 concert, Brad Tinfow should
have attributed the solo in the Virgam
Virtutis section to alto Luthian
Brackett. He regrets the error.
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WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG – Throughout Feb-
ruary, the Upper Gallery at the
Watchung Arts Center (WAC) will
spotlight the works of New York artist
Jan Alpert and photographer Joseph
Riggio. An artist’s reception will be
held on Sunday, February 6, from 1 to
4 p.m., while the exhibit will be pre-
sented from Tuesday, February 1, to
Saturday, February 26.

The issues of the human condition,
such as aging and the loss of physical
beauty, is the subject of Ms. Alpert’s
“Women and Other Visions,” a series
of expressionist oil works.

“Subject matter varies with my emo-
tions, or can just be an image brought
to life through photographs taken by
me,” said Ms. Alpert, a former model-
ing agent who tired of working with
the “young and beautiful,” and became
driven to change the focus of her life
and her art.

A graduate of Adelphi University
with a bachelor’s degree in art educa-

tion, Ms. Alpert works to find strong
emotions through the use of layered
colors, collages and powerful subjects
to convey abstract reality.

Mr. Riggio, who considers himself a
photographer on the edge and who
“shoots from the hip,” uses the enthu-
siasm he derives from the rhythms of
the street to capture the excitement,
unpredictability and characters of the
life he encounters.

A photographer for 14 years, Mr.
Riggio has exhibited in both group and
solo shows and has “photo storyboard”
on permanent display at the Paterson
Museum.

A member of the New Jersey Pho-
tography Forum and the Unique Vi-
sion Workshop, Mr. Riggio will in-
clude a series of digital color composi-
tions that have an abstract energy in his
WAC exhibition.

Gallery hours are Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Friday, and Saturday from 1 to 4:30
p.m., and Thursdays from 1 to 7:30 p.m.

Get
Outta
The

House
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The Great Swamp Outdoor Edu-
cation Center is offering an infor-
mative workshop on MMMMMaple Saple Saple Saple Saple Sug-ug-ug-ug-ug-
aringaringaringaringaring     on Sunday, January 30, at 2
p.m. Admission is $1. The work-
shop will be repeated on Saturday,
February 5, 12, and 19 at 2 p.m.
This all leads up to the grand finale
— The MThe MThe MThe MThe Maple Saple Saple Saple Saple Sugaring Fugaring Fugaring Fugaring Fugaring Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal
on Saturday, February 26, from 12
to 4 p.m., with tree tapping dem-
onstrations, games, snow-cones,
crafts, and taste tests. Admission to
the festival is $2 per person. The
center is located at 247 Southern
Boulevard in Chatham. For more
information, please call (973) 635-
6629.

* * * * * * *
Mary Matalin and James Carville

will appear at New Brunswick’s
State Theatre on Monday, January
31, at 8 p.m. in AllAllAllAllAll’’’’’s Fs Fs Fs Fs Fair: Loair: Loair: Loair: Loair: Lovvvvve,e,e,e,e,
WWWWWar & Par & Par & Par & Par & Politicsoliticsoliticsoliticsolitics, part of the SSSSSmarmarmarmarmarttttt
TTTTTalk alk alk alk alk WWWWWomenomenomenomenomen’’’’’s Lecturs Lecturs Lecturs Lecturs Lecture Se Se Se Se Serieserieserieserieseries.
While they may be a functioning
couple at home, their political views
are far apart. You must purchase a
package for the entire series in or-
der to see this dynamic duo, and
this is the first of five events. To
order your subscription, please call
the box office at (877) STATE-11.

* * * * * * *
Tenor Ben Heppner is coming

to Prudential Hall in Newark on
Saturday, January 29, with the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra. The
performance, HHHHHeppnereppnereppnereppnereppner’’’’’s Hs Hs Hs Hs Herererereroesoesoesoesoes,
begins at 8 p.m. and tickets cost
$18 to $75. This is an exclusive
concert appearance. The program
will include scenes and arias from
the greatest of the German roman-
tic operas by Wagner, Beethoven
and Weber. For tickets, please call
(800) 255-3467.

* * * * * * *
The 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual Geologyeologyeologyeologyeology

OOOOOpen Hpen Hpen Hpen Hpen Houseouseouseouseouse at Rutgers Univer-
sity will take place on Saturday,
January 29. The Geology Museum
is located in Geology Hall on the
College Avenue campus, 85
Somerset Street. The museum fea-
tures exhibits on both geology and
anthropology. For directions, ad-
mission charges and more infor-
mation, please call (732) 932-7243.
For a map of the campus, please
visit http://maps.rutgers.edu/
maps/default.aspx?campus=5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

SSSSStevtevtevtevteve Krakauere Krakauere Krakauere Krakauere Krakauer
told The Leader/Times, “I love seeing
my name in a byline, like the first
article I wrote for The Westfield Leader
and the columns I’ve written for The
Daily Orange.”

His next foray into the literary world
might have more of a personal connec-
tion, Steve hinted.

In the meantime, however, the
broadcast journalism major would like
to focus on some movie scripts he has
been writing. He also is excited about
his stay in Europe, which will allow
him to explore the landscapes of Italy,
Spain, Germany, France and
Amsterdam.

To obtain a copy of “Syracuse Uni-
versity: Off the Record” for $14.95,
please visit www.collegeprowler.com,
www.bn.com, www.amazon.com, or
www.walmart.com. The book is also
available at Borders bookstores and
many campus bookstore locations.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The bitter cold January days of late were
made a little warmer when, on January 17,
the Association for Library Service to Chil-
dren (ALSC), a divi-
sion of the American
Library Association
(ALA), announced
the 2005 winners of
the prestigious John
Newbery and
Randolph Caldecott
Medals for excellence
in children‘s litera-
ture.

The announce-
ment was made at
the ALA’s Midwinter meeting in Boston.
Cynthia Kadohata, was awarded the
Newbery Medal for “Kira-Kira,” and
Kevin Henkes, illustrator and author of
“Kitten’s First Full Moon,”
received the Caldecott
Medal.

Often considered the
“Academy Awards of
children’s book publish-
ing,” both medals recog-
nize exceptional writing
and illustrating in
children’s books published
in the United States dur-
ing the previous year.

The ALA’s endorse-
ment of “Kira-Kira” em-
phasizes the continued im-
portance of multicultural stories to young
readers, educators and children’s librar-
ians alike, and is reminiscent of the pre-
sentation of the Newbery three years ago
to Linda Sue Parks, for “A Single Shard,”
her story set in 12th century Korea.

The setting for “Kira-Kira” is rural
Georgia in the 1950s; the main character,
Katie Takeshima, a young Japanese-
American girl, walks a tightrope between
the world as her parents see it, and the
world as she knows it can be - kira-kira -
bright and beautiful.

“Kira-Kira” is targeted towards middle

grade readers and is published by Ath-
eneum Books for Young Readers, an
imprint of Simon & Schuster.

The Caldecott Medal winner, “Kitten’s
First Full Moon” is published by

Greenwillow Books,
an imprint of
HarperCollins Pub-
lishers. The circle is
the predominant
shape in this pre-
school book —
which is why the kit-
ten thinks the moon
is a bowl of milk.
“Kitten’s First Full
Moon” also received
the New York Times

Best Illustrated Book Award.
Mr. Henkes, the author, is not new to

ALSC awards; he is the author of “Olive’s
Ocean,” a 2004 Newbery
Honor Book, and
“Owen” a 1994 Caldecott
Honor Book.

As is customary with
the award, the ALSC also
named Newbery Honor
Books: “Al Capone Does
My Shirts,” by Gennifer
Choldenko (G.P. Putnam’s
Sons, a division of Pen-
guin Young Readers
Group);”The Voice That
Challenged a Nation:
Marian Anderson and the

Struggle for Equal Rights,” by Russell
Freedman (Clarion Books, an imprint of
Houghton Mifflin); and “Lizzie Bright
and the Buckminster Boy,” by Gary
Schmidt (Clarion Books).

“The Red Book,” illustrated and writ-
ten by Barbara Lehman and published by
Houghton Mifflin Company; “Coming
on Home Soon,” illustrated by E.B. Lewis,
written by Jacqueline Woodson and pub-
lished by G.P. Putnam’s Sons;  “Knuffle
Bunny: A Cautionary Tale,” illustrated
and written by Mo Willems and pub-
lished by Hyperion Books for Children
were all named Caldecott Honor Books.

Will dancing become part of the
mayoral lifestyle? Both politicians said
they’d show off their new moves, if the
opportunity arose.

“I think once you get over the ner-
vousness of not knowing the steps,
dancing is a lot of fun,” said Mayor
Mahr.

“It’s a great outlet,” Mayor Marks
offered. “Maybe if my wife sees the
product on TV, and she sees what a
good job I did, she won’t be so em-
barrassed to be seen on the dance
floor with me.”

In the mean time, their episode will
air throughout the month of February.

READY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater and
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the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.
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Grandma Daphne is quite the vision
decked out in terrific turquoise chif-
fon complete with ostrich feathers
and hat.

Costumes by Michelle Minster and
Fran Harrison deliver color coordi-
nated mother and grandmother of the
bride outfits that could be straight from
the pages of Bride magazine.

Ms. Correll’s Ursula Westerby is con-
vincingly believable, especially in her
“improvised” scene with her husband’s
business partner, Bill Shorter (Timo-
thy McGovern), falsely presenting him-
self to Mr. Babcock.

Weddings cause us to reflect on our
own memorable (or regrettable) expe-
rience. They tend to bring out the best
and worst in people.

For the WCP, this wedding brought
out the best in collaborative effort.
Like the powerful surge of a four-wheel
drive vehicle cutting through a foot of
drifted snow, the creative team of this
comedy displays ease of handling and
smooth riding.

With Letty Hudak as producer,
Naomi Yablonsky as director, her hus-

band Jerry Yablonsky as assistant direc-
tor, stage manager Barbara Goldstein,
Bob Murray and his team on lights,
committee members who constructed
the handsome set, other groups who
handled all facets of the behind the
scenes stuff of which plays are made,
and eight talented actors, who could
ask for anything more?
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BERKELEBERKELEBERKELEBERKELEBERKELEY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTS S S S S – Three
students attending Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights were selected to sing with the
Central Jersey Region Chorus.

Seniors Marley Lynch and Freddie
Mack, as well as sophomore Veronica
Thomas, were recently accepted into
the choir based on auditions conducted
among students from all over central
New Jersey.
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