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CLARK $379,000 CRANFORD $435,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $429,500 SCOTCH PLAINS $719,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $749,900

WESTFIELD $679,000

Great opportunity!  This spacious Split Level on a 60’x107’ lot boasts
wood floors, 19’ Living Room with bow window and a 25’ Family
Room.  Improvements include roof, sliding and thermo windows.
Located near Hehnly School it is also convenient to shops and Gar-
den State Parkway.

Great north side Colonial offers a new Kitchen with custom cabi-
nets and stainless steel appliances, 3-4 Bedrooms, Formal Dining
Room, large Living Room and deck.  A must see!

A picturesque home!  Charming 4 Bedroom, 2-bath home with park-
like yard.  Set on a quiet cul-de-sac, this home offers a newer Eat-In
Kitchen, wood floors, bay windows, wood-burning fireplace, updated
baths, and newer furnace.  Conveniently located near schools, shop-
ping and transportation.

Beautiful 10 room center hall Colonial on a half acre of private
grounds at the edge of the Watchung Reservation is very spacious
and gracious.  Includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, great Kitchen and
Family Room, 2 fireplaces, is in great condition.and loaded with
amenities.

Move right into this charming and up-to-date Westfield Colonial
that features a front porch, spacious Kitchen and Family Room, 4
Bedrooms, Central Air Conditioning, office/studio over garage and
so much more.  Great location.  Close to town and train.

A home to appreciate!  You’ll fall in love with this gleaming 3 bath,
4 Bedroom home filled with quiet quality and includes a Family
Room, Florida Room, den and 2 fireplaces.  Ideal for an extended
family with a spacious first floor Bedroom/Sitting Room.

Stopped by to see the WHS girls play
Irvington last week and it was my first
view of the “new” WHS gymnasium. It
gets five stars from this corner.

I wasn’t sure how I’d like it, having
grown up in the days when the gym was
always packed for basketball games
and wrestling matches on both sides of
the gym. I hadn’t been inside for a
while and my mind immediately flashed
back to the days of the standing room
only crowds watching Bob King and
Tim Goski, Bob Felter and Boo Bow-
ers, Dave Morash and Chris Campbell,
Frank Jackson and John Iglar. And the
great Plainfield and Scotch Plains bas-
ketball teams, the wrestling matches
with Hunterdon Central and
Phillipsburg.

It was all very different. Now it’s just
a new – and enlarged – stands on one
side, mostly filled by some parents, but
very few students. The players’ seats
and the scorer’s table are on the other
side. Above where the players sit, blue
and white banners display the awesome
history of WHS sports, listing all the
Watchung Conference, Union County,
sectional and state champion teams by
the year. An excellent job.

And speaking of the girls’ basketball
team, there’s a lot of buzz about the
standout group of freshmen – Erin
Miller, Gabriele O’Leary, Stephanie
Slodyczka, Danielle Infantino and
scrappy Rose Driscoll – who have
helped make WHS a very watchable
team this winter. Some people are said
to be comparing them to the group that
helped put Marlboro on the girls’ bas-
ketball map about five years ago.

Let’s hope the WHS girls (and their
parents) can keep it together better than
the Marlboro group did. Yes, the Mus-
tangs did win a lot of games, and even
some sectional and group titles. But that
was at the expense of a lot of grey hairs
for their coaches, and a lot of reported
backbiting and infighting. It was some
really good years that could’ve been
something really special and probably a
lot more enjoyable for all involved. It
could be something similar – good or
bad – for the Blue Devils over the next
few years.

TRIVIA QUESTION
Who was the last WHS wrestler to

win a state championship?
CONTEST UPDATE

It’s now seven entries and counting in
our What Year Was the Best at WHS
contest. For any first-time readers, the
object is to guess which school year had
the best winning percentage, for all
sports, in WHS history. Remember, up
until 1971 or 1972, it was all-male sports.
But girls’ sports have been historically
very strong at WHS, so their addition
into the mix will be an improvement on
the boys’ record in some years.

If you want to enter, and possibly win
a night at the Jolly Trolley with the
Corbin brothers, just send an email to

The New Gym is Just Dandy
In Eyes of This Old-Timer

me at the address below with your guess.
It’s that simple. Remember, only one
entry per person. In case of a tie, there
will be a tiebreaker, unless the Corbins
decide to splurge.

A GOOD READ
If you’re a high school sports fan –

and if you’re reading this column, that
means you probably are – you might
want to pick up a copy of the book
“Master Mentor.” It’s about New Jersey
coaching legend Joe Coviello, whose
Memorial (West New York) teams held
the state record for consecutive games
without a loss before it was broken by
Westfield, and coach Gary Kehler, in
the early 1970s.

Interestingly, the book was written by
Warren Wolf, one of Coviello’s former
assistant coaches at Memorial. Wolf has
gone on to become the winningest foot-
ball coach in New Jersey history at
Brick High School in Ocean County. If
interested, send $29.99 (includes ship-
ping) to Warren Wolf, 525 Nicholas
Road, Brick, N.J. 08724-4619.

NOBODY ASKED ME BUT …
I can’t wait for the day when wres-

tling coach Glen Kurz gets to play with
a full hand. Forfeiting eight or nine
bouts every match – and thus starting
out down 48- or 54-0 – has to be tough
on morale. To their credit, the guys who
are wrestling are doing well, especially
Mark Boyd, Andrew Shaffer and Dan
(The Submaker) Whitney.

AMAZING ADAM
Belated congratulations to Adam

Turner, WHS Class of 2002, for scor-
ing his 1,000th career point recently
for Bard College in Kingston, N.Y.
Only the fourth Raptor to reach that
mark, Turner still has another year to
add to his total.

At WHS, Turner was a solid player,
but played on teams that included scor-
ers like Dan Deserio, Jay Cook, Eric
Turner and Jimmy McKeon. So most of
his work in high school was setting
picks, rebounding and playing defense,
which helped the Blue Devils go 15-9
his senior year and win a first-round
game in the state tournament.

BATTLE OF THE SEXES
Today at the Westfield Y’s Wallace

Pool, the WHS boys swim team will
take on the WHS girls swim team in a
fundraising event starting at 2:30 p.m.
Admission will be charged. Swimmers
will be limited to two swims (only one
individual) and it will all be for fun.
Even if you don’t know any of the
swimmers, come out and help the swim
team raise some money.

TOO YOUNG
The WHS swimming family lost a

beloved member last week when Megan
Beck (Class of 2002) passed away from
lung cancer at the much-too-young age
of 20. Megan wasn’t a standout swim-
mer, but she did win four varsity letters.
She was well known for her team spirit,
bubbly personality and her smile.

200 CLUB
WHS girls’ tennis coach Ed Tirone

joined the school’s 200-victory club this
season. After a 17-2 season, Tirone’s
11-year record is now 200-44, with three
Union County, three sectional and one
state championship. Tirone has also piled
up a bunch of wins as the Millburn boys’
tennis coach.

Speaking of milestones, Maggie
McFadden has 397 victories as the WHS
field hockey and (former) softball coach.
With three wins next fall, she will join
Gary Kehler, George Kapner, Walt
Clarkson and Carol Donner in the rari-
fied air of the WHS 400-victory club.

REMEMBER WHEN …
Jan. 30, 2004: Ryan Bartholomew

becomes the first swimmer to win the
50-yard freestyle four consecutive years
at the Union County Championships.
Former WHS star Darren Hertell is the
only swimmer to win two events (200
IM, 100 back) four straight years at the
county meet.

Jan. 31, 2003: WHS swimmers Ryan
Bartholomew, Vinny Shen, Zack Coppa
and Chris Heinen swim a 1:29.53 in the
200-yard freestyle relay at the Union
County Championships to break a 38-
year-old meet record. The previous mark
of 1:30.2 was set in 1965 by Dave
Perkowski, Doug McOwen, Harvey
Gerber and Peter Heesch.

If anyone knows the date of a major
happening (big game/meet/match, birth-
day, death, school record etc.) in WHS
sports history, please e-mail me at the
address below and it will be included in
the weekly “remember when” part of
the Den.

HALL OF FAME ADDITIONS
Two inductees in the Westfield Ath-

letic Hall of Fame have been added to
the group’s Board of Trustees. Owen
Brand, a 2000 inductee, and Kathy
Luckey, who was honored in 2002, are
the 14th and 15th members of the
trustees.

Anyone who would like to nominate
somebody for induction into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame should
contact Ed Tranchina at the WHS ath-
letic office for a form to fill out about
that athlete/coach/team.

TRIVIA ANSWER
You have to go back to 1976, when

Chuck Cosenza posted an 8-2 victory
over Kevin Smith of Madison Town-
ship (now Old Bridge) in the 148-
pound final at Princeton’s Jadwin
Gym. WHS’s Jerry Gottlick was
runnerup that year, falling 6-3 to
Lakewood’s Doug Parise in the 135
final. They were part of a tough middle
of the lineup that included Gottlick
(26-2-1 at 135), Joe Birmingham (20-
3-1 at 141), Cosenza (25-2 at 148) and
Bill Hunziker (14-2 at 158).

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears
every Thursday in the Westfield Leader.
Contact him with comments or ideas at
bj1019@aol.com

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ZAZZALI FIRES IN 11 PTS, KLIMOWICZ BUCKETS 10

Raider Hoop Girls Ground
Plainfield Cardinals, 43-28

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dogged defense, great positioning
under the boards and a 19-4 run in
first quarter by the Scotch Plains High
School girls basketball team led to a
43-28 clipping of Plainfield on Janu-
ary 20 in Scotch Plains.

“We’re definitely not going to
change the way we play. We’re going
to take these kinds of opportunities to
work on some of the weaker areas
and give some of our younger players
lots of game experience,” said Raider
Head Coach Lori. McBride. “One of
the luxuries we have on this team is
that we’re very deep and, when we
get a little bit of a lead, I feel comfort-
able going to anyone on the team. I’m
always seeing improvement and that’s
a great thing to see.”

Raider sophomore Allie Zazzali
was consistent throughout and fin-
ished with 11 points and two assists.
Hillary Klimowicz, who played spar-
ingly, fired in 10 points, including
eight in the first quarter, pulled down
seven rebounds and blocked three
shots. Junior guard Lauren Benevengo
pumped in eight points. Loni Kaye
used her aggressiveness to throw the
Cardinals off and hauled in a career-

high, six rebounds.
In the first quarter, in addition to

Klimowicz’s eight points, Maura
Gillooly, Elizabeth DeCataldo and

Zazzali each committed theft and
converted them to layups and
Benevengo stuffed the hoop with four
points. The Raiders’ defensive scheme
continued to work well in the second
quarter; however, inaccurate shoot-
ing resulted in just six points by each
team. Zazzali, however, fired in five
points including a 3-pointer.

“Defensive rebounding, that’s cer-
tainly what we’ve been trusting in all
year. That’s what wins champion-
ships and that’s what we’ll continue
to stress,” said McBride.

The Raiders found it a bit easier to
fray the net with 11 points in the third
quarter while limiting the Cardinals
to six. With feeds from Burke and
DeCataldo, Zazzali fired in four and
Benevengo triggered three points.
Klimowicz and Burke each contrib-
uted with two points.

“As a player, I never like to under-

estimate a team. We try to keep the
intensity there no matter what the
score. With the bench cheering and
players talking, we keep each other

mentally ready,” said DeCataldo.
“Offensively as a team, we continu-
ally look to move the ball around,
keep running it through and working
the defense until they get tired, while
looking to get the best shot possible.”

With a 36-16 lead, Burke, Kaye,
Lauren Mains and Tiffany Smith com-
bined for seven points in the fourth
quarter.

“We try to take advantage of the
other team’s weakness, penetrate as
much as we possibly can and get the
pace of the game going our way right
from the start,” said Benevengo.
“Little teams can’t hurt you, it can
only make you stronger and build up
your confidence but you must remain
focused. You work to become better
and better in preparation for bigger
competition.”
Plainfield   4   6   6 12 28
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 19   6 11   7 43
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The leaves use solar energy to
convert nitrogen, potash and

phosphorus into starch and sugar.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON “D” AND “O”...Raider Allie Zazzali, No. 33, uses her defensive
skills to contain a Cardinal cager. Zazzali also banged in 11 points, including a
three-pointer.


