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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FROZEN…As posted at NJTransit.com, “Due to Amtrak switch problems, all
Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast Line and Raritan Valley Line trains are
operating with 45-60 minute delays in and out of Newark.” Pictured above,
commuters line up at the Westfield Train Station to take the bus into Manhattan
for work last Monday morning.

WESTFIELD — The office of
the tax collector will be open on
Tuesday, February 1, from 8:30
a.m. to 7 p.m. for the collection
of tax payments.

The last day to pay to avoid
interest charges is on Monday,
February 7.

The interest charged on Tues-
day, February 8 will revert back
to the original due date of Febru-
ary 1 in accordance with the state
law.

For further information, call
Susan Noon, Westfield Tax Col-
lector, at (908) 789-4051.

Tax Collector Expands
Hours on February 1

Arbitrator Needed to Reach
New Settlement With FMBA

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town and the
local firemen’s collective bargaining
unit are awaiting the assignment of an
arbitrator to help reach an accord
between the two sides on a new three-
year pact.

The town’s contract with the
Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevo-
lent Association (FMBA) Local No.
30 expired December 31, 2003, ac-
cording to Town Administrator James
Gildea. The union represents 38 of
the town’s 41 firefighters. The posi-
tions of fire chief and two deputy
chiefs are considered management
and thus excluded from the contract.

Mr. Gildea said the main negotiat-
ing issues have been health benefits, a
new step added to the contract’s salary
guide and the percentage increases in
salaries covered in the agreement. He
said it appeared that both sides were in
agreement on health insurance.

With a number of firemen retiring
over the past few years, the depart-
ment is younger and thus most mem-
bers are covered within contract sal-
ary guides, Mr. Gildea said. The new
step would increase the amount of
time it would take members to reach
the maximum on the salary guide.

The town administrator said FMBA
members rejected the town’s final
contract offer last month.

“We feel it was a very fair offer for
the town,” Mr. Gildea told The Westfield
Leader. “It was good for both sides.”

FMBA President John McCormack
confirmed talks have reached the ar-
bitration stage but declined further
comment at this time.

Mr. Gildea said the town would
like to reach a contract agreement
prior to beginning talks with the Po-
lice Benevolent Association Local No.
90 and the Teamsters Local No. 469,
representing Department of Public
Works employees, at the end of the
year. The contract for the Commu-

nication Workers of America Local No.
1040, representing municipal office staff,
does not expire until December 31, 2007.

The previous contract negotiation
with the firefighters went to the me-
diation stage but not arbitration, Mr.
Gildea said.

Karen Clarkson and Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WINTER IN WESTFIELD…The Westfield area was pummeled with snow Saturday into Sunday. Pictured, clockwise, a
snowplow makes its way down Tice Place on Saturday evening, while East Broad Street was blanketed with mounds of
powdery snow. Behind Tamaques Elementary School, children enjoyed sledding down snowy hills, while cars were almost
unrecognizable after encountering the blizzard’s wrath.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LOTS OF SPEED RACERS…It was Pinewood Derby time again for the Wilson
School Cub Scout’s last Saturday. Pictured, above, the scouts displayed some of
their craftsmanship.

Claire Gray Named Acting Clerk
For Remainder of 2005 by Council

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Mayor Greg
McDermott and the Town Council
last week appointed
Claire Gray as Acting
Town Clerk for the re-
mainder of the year. The
appointment follows the
sudden death of Bernard
Heeney from a massive
heart attack on New
Year’s Eve. Mr. Heeney
had served as clerk for
six years.

Ms. Gray had been
serving as the executive
assistant secretary to the
Town Administrator
James Gildea and Mayor
McDermott.

Ms. Gray had begun taking courses
to be certified as town clerk in antici-
pation of Mr. Heeney’s retirement
this summer. She expects to take the
exam later this year.

A municipal clerk must be certified
within a year of their employment in
the position, Mr. Gildea said.

“Fortunately for us there was a
plan in place (for a new clerk),” Mr.
Gildea said.

Ms. Gray has a combined 11 years of
employment with the town. She first
joined the town in 1992 as a part-time

secretary in the fire department. In 1996,
she moved over to the Recreation De-
partment as a full-time employee.

Ms. Gray left the de-
partment after two
years to work for the
City of Summit before
returning to work in
her current job in 2000.

“Claire has been in
the town for a long
time. She knows the
workings of the town.
It’s not as though she
is coming from an-
other town,” Mr.
Gildea commented.

Ms. Gray began her
career with the New
Jersey Department of
Consumer Affairs in

Newark. She left the position to enter
the aviation industry for which she
worked for 20 years in various cus-
tomer service positions.

“Under a tragic circumstance, we
really are moving forward with not
much of a bump in the road,” said Mr.
Gildea, noting that in addition to Ms.
Gray, the town has an experienced
Deputy Clerk, Carroll Andacht, and
part-time employee, Ann Collucci.

“I’ve been extremely impressed
with Carol and Ann. They know ex-
actly what is going on, where every-

thing is,” Ms. Gray said. “Basically
the office should run for the public
the same as it always has.”

The municipal clerk’s office is re-
sponsible for licenses including dog
and cat, raffle licenses, sidewalk ca-
fes and liquor licenses. The town clerk
also oversees elections, making sure
all votes are tabulated in the clerk’s
office and tabulated on the Election
Tracker computer program.

In addition, Ms. Gray will now be
responsible for taking minutes at town
council meetings, placing ordinances
in newspapers as legal advertising and
swearing in new council members.

Blizzard Shuts Schools Monday
As DPW Crews Clear Roadways

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Television news termed
it the Blizzard of 2005, which hit
Union County and the tri-state area
Saturday afternoon, and continued
through Sunday.

Weather forecasters were able to
give warning of the storm days in

advance, so public works departments
in the area had time to prepare.

“We knew about the upcoming
storm on Wednesday or Thursday,”
said Walter DiNizo, Director of Pub-
lic Property for Scotch Plains. After it
was over, Mr. DiNizo learned that
locally the storm was not classified
technically as a “blizzard,” because it

did not have sustained winds of 35
miles per hour or greater.

Instead, it was termed a “snow-
storm.” Mr. DiNizo compared this
storm to the one that occurred in
February 2003. A major blizzard of
note occurred in January 1996, with
over 20 inches of snow and high
winds. Snowfall estimates for this
weekend’s storm are being reported
at between 13 and 16 inches in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

“It was a plus that it happened on a
weekend, and not during rush hour,”
said Frank Dann, Union County’s
Director of Engineering and Public
Works.

County roads, which total 177
miles, include the Park Avenue/
Martine Road corridor and Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
as well as Central Avenue in Westfield.
The county shares responsibility for
North and South Avenues with the
state.

“We distributed 112 ten ton loads
of salt and 1,000 gallons of calcium
chloride,” stated Mr. Dann. “We fo-
cus on the major arteries.”

Each municipality handles snow
removal in its own way. Depending
on the size of the district, some may
need to hire outside the assistance of

Town to Investigate Sales History
Of Proposed Southside Tear-Downs

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Concerned that a
possible intermediary might be in-
volved in the demolition of several
south side homes, the Town Council
asked town officials Tuesday night to
provide an owner history of each of
the properties to determine if one
builder might be involved in at least
three of the applications.

The properties involved are single-
family homes located at 202 Gold
Edge, 774 Knollwood Terrace, 753
Norgate, and 890 Talcott Road.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh said
none of the lots are sub-dividable and
saw nothing unusual about any of the
four demolition permit requests.

Fourth Ward Councilman Larry
Goldman, who resides in the neigh-
borhood where three of the homes are
located, indicated each was put on the
market but none of them were sold.

Mr. Goldman said he believes the
same builder was involved with each
of those homes. Developer Michael
Mahoney’s name only appears on the
permit for the Knollwood Terrace
home. He said the three properties in
his neighborhood had been owned
for a number of years by the same
owners.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
asked if the town could ask applicants
for demolition permits in the future
how long they have owned their
homes.

“It would be easier for us to iden-
tify whether homes are being bought
by intermediaries just to understand
who the players are in this game and
how they play,” said Councilman
Caruana.

He said it appears that three of the

property owners bought homes and
sold them within a few months to the
same individual. He said if that were
true, all of the transactions would
have to be questioned.

Mayor Greg McDermott the goal is
to determine who is involved in the
quick purchase and sale of homes in
town.

Town Administrator James Gildea
told The Westfield Leader he would
ask the tax assessor to see if these
homes were sold directly to a builder
or if they were sold to another indi-
vidual who sold to a builder.

He said the goal is “to give us an
idea of what might be happening out

there,” although he noted it is per-
fectly legal for a builder to purchase
a home and demolish it to build an-
other home.

In other business, the council is set
to introduce an ordinance for the 2005
membership fees for the Westfield
Memorial Pool. The fees represent
the first increase in three years, ac-
cording to Mr. Gildea.

Recreation Director M. Bruce
Kaufmann explained that the only
changes in permits are for the family
with full-time child care, increased
from $350 to $443, and the non-
resident senior citizen, bumped up

Mountainside BOE Presents
Prelim Budget; Requests
Additional Odor Testing

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Tuesday night meeting of
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion, Board President Peter Goggi
announced that LEW Corporation,
the environmental consulting com-
pany hired to investigate the uniden-
tified odor that has been affecting
Beechwood School since last May,
has agreed to do additional sampling
on Monday. The results are expected
within the next two weeks.

“We had many questions about the
sampling protocol,” Mr. Goggi stated,
referring to samples taken in the be-
ginning of January. “They(LEW)
have agreed to come back and do
some more sampling.”

Mr. Goggi explained that the board
felt some of the original samples taken
“were compromised.” He also stated
that samples from one of the affected
classrooms were not taken.

A large amount of wet insulation,
which LEW Corporation determined
to be contaminated with bacteria and
thought to be the cause of the odor,
was removed from a rooftop HVAC
unit. The ductwork was also cleaned.
Since the heat was turned on Novem-
ber 1 the odor is no longer present.

“As much as the insulation and
return ducts are a potential cause,
when the heat goes off and the air
goes on will be the true test (to deter-
mine if the odor is gone),” said Gary
Whyte, a parent with a student in one
of the affected classrooms.

Board Administrator Paul Vizzuso
presented Phase I of the 2005-2006
school budget which is approximately

$4.4 million dollars. He explained
that the budget “was preliminary and
subject to change.”

Phase I includes regular program in-
struction, PEAK (Pre-School Education
for All Kids) through eighth grade, special
education, athletic and non-athletic co-
curricular activities, attendance, health,
speech, guidance, library, staff training
and summer school.

Phase II of the budget will be presented
at the Tuesday, February 8, school board
meeting. Phase II includes technology
supplies, out of district tuition, child study
team, general and school administration,
plant and maintenance, student transpor-
tation, business and support services, em-
ployee benefits and capital outlay equip-
ment.

The Final Review of the budget will be
presented at the Tuesday, February 22,

School Board to Seek
New Books in Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) will seek
$207,827 in new textbooks as part of
the 2005-2006 school year budget,
school officials announced at Tues-
day night’s board meeting.

The brunt of the expenditure will
be put towards an entirely new sci-
ence curriculum at Edison and
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools. The
new curriculum, almost seven years
in the making, is the result of a col-
laborative effort of all the science
teachers at the intermediate level.

Of the $207,827 the BOE is re-
questing, $113,937 would go towards
the purchase of “five to six topic-
specific books per grade,” according
to a report given by Superintendent of
Curriculum and Instruction Dr. Janie
Edmonds.

These topic-specific books will be
used in lieu of one single textbook.
Board member Richard Solomon sug-

gested that in order to defray costs,
enough books be purchased for one
school, and that the books be rotated
between the schools on a semi-yearly
basis.

A plan to phase in the new books is
also in place to help minimize the
cost. Should this plan be put into
effect, it could bring the money needed
to purchase the textbooks down to
$67,672.

New textbooks at Westfield High
School (WHS) would require a
$74,552 expenditure in this year’s
budget. New books are required for
Art IV, which is an Art History class,
English IV and Advanced Placement
English, and Italian IV, which is a
new course.

New editions to the geometry text
currently used at WHS will be needed
to replace the old, worn copies in use
now. Textbooks are also required for
Discrete Mathematics and Probabil-
ity & Statistics, both of which are new

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
Claire Gray
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Charlie Brown’s, Jolly Trolley and The Office
Sold to NYC Investment Firm for $140 Million
MOUNTAINSIDE – Patrons at

Charlie’s Brown’s Steakhouses, Jolly Trol-
ley and The Office Beer Bar and Grill
should expect to see little change in the
operation following the sale of the com-
pany last week.

The 54-restaurant chain was purchased
by Trimaran Capital Partners, a New York
City investment firm, from Castle Harlan,
Inc. for $140 million on January 20.

Laurie Piro, a spokeswoman for Charlie
Brown’s, said, “Everything is status quo.
It is a investor to investor transaction.”

“I definitely would say they (Trimaran
Capital Partners) are looking at expan-
sion,” Ms. Piro told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
noting the company already had plans to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Settlement
As of the previous FMBA contract, the

starting salary for a firefighter in the first
or probation year was $29,175. The con-
tract included six grades, ranging from
$34,655 to $65,482 as well as the lieuten-
ant position, $73,002, and captain,
$79,557.

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
GETTING NEW OWNER…The Jolly Trolley on North
Avenue is among the 54 restaurants sold to New York
City investment firm Trimaran Capital Partners last
week for $400 million.
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INTERNATIONALLY FRANCHISED MY GYM CHILDREN’S FITNESS CENTER©

TO OPEN ITS DOORS IN WESTFIELD NJ, NEW JERSEY

    The internationally
franchised My Gym
Children’s Fitness Center©,
will roll out its newest
children’s gym in Westfield,
NJ in February. It was
announced by Mike Chalovich,
COO of My Gym Enterprises.
The addition of My Gym
Westfield marks the 150th My
Gym to open to date.  My
Gym Westfield is located at
1100 South Ave W., next to
Gennaro’s Pizzeria at Allaire
Rd.  The contact phone
number is (908) 317-0888./
292-1446.
     My Gym Children’s
Fitness Center© combines
innovative physical early
learning/pre-gymnastics
classes with state-of-the-art
facilities to empower children
from ages 3 months to 13
years by helping them
develop the skills, confidence
and positive self-image
needed to become healthy
young adults.  Classes are
scheduled in 10-week sessions
and run 45 minutes for the
younger ages and 1 hour for
older children.  (As an added
benefit, My Gym offers each
enrolled student an
additional one hour of “free
play” each week).  On Friday
afternoons and weekends, My
Gym offers unique and

exciting birthday parties,
individually designed for each
birthday child.
     My Gym of Westfield will
open its doors for an Open
House mid-February.  During
this time, children and families
are invited into the gym to meet
the staff, see the facility, come
play and have fun!  My Gym will
be registering children for free
guest classes and offering
discounted memberships and
special promotions.  My Gym’s
award-winning, structured,
noncompetitive and age-
appropriate classes incorporate
music, dance, games, relays,
special rides, sports, gymnastics
and other original activities.
The children develop strength,
balance, coordination, agility,
flexibility and social skills.  My
Gym instructors receive
extensive training and with our
maximum 65-to-1 student/
teacher ratio, it allows children
more individual attention than
provided by any other
nationally-franchised children’s
gym.
     According to Mike Chalovich,
“We are very excited to add
Westfield, New Jersey to our
growing list of My Gym cities.
We take pride in the strong
relationships and ties we
develop with each city in which
we open.  Our goal goes beyond

the improved health and well-
being of your children.  We
are a family oriented
establishment.  The classes
and additional services we
provide enhance the
community and add fun and
excitement to family life.”
     Alyse Rudin, owner of My
Gym Westfield, states, “I love
teaching children and am
delighted to be introducing
such a great resource for kids
in the Westfield area serving
the families of this
community.  I truly believe in
My Gym and the value of
fitness training during a
child’s early years.  I’m also
thrilled that we’ll be offering
one of the most exciting
places in the area to hold a
birthday party.” This is Alyse’s
second My Gym location in
New Jersey. My Gym South
Brunswick.  “Establishing My
Gym Wall is the achievement
of a lifelong goal.”  It has
been open for almost 2 years
providing awesome classes,
birthday parties, parents
night out, and spring,
summer, and fall fun days.
     For more information
about My Gym visit us on the
web at www.my-gym.com/
westfield, email us at
mygymwestfield@aol.com, or
call  (908) 317-0888.

Open House and Complimentary Guest Classes Offered for Children
Ages 3 Months to 13 Years

Paid Bulletin Board

outside companies to handle the job.
In Scotch Plains, Mr. DiNizo reported

that this storm required the use of every
piece of equipment the township owns,
which includes seven salt spreaders, which
distributed an estimated 160 tons of salt, as
well as calcium chloride.

“We focus on the primary roads, school
areas, hilly areas, and bad intersections.
We don’t do every road in town,” ex-
plained Mr. DiNizo.

In an example of the advantages of a
shared services agreement, Fanwood bor-
rowed from Scotch Plains “a tandem truck,
which is a large dump truck that can
handle 20 tons,” reported Raymond
Manfra, Director of Fanwood’s Public
Works Department.

Public Works employees work long
hours to ensure that streets, parking lots
and sidewalks are safe for cars and pedes-
trians. For example, Fanwood’s crew
worked for eight hours on Saturday, fin-
ishing at midnight, and then began again at
4 a.m., for another 12 hours. They cleared
streets, as well as the parking lots at the
train station, library and Borough Hall.

Clearing is specifically done during the
night due to the need for roads to be
blocked off.

“We load up the snow and take it to the
recycling center,” explained Mr. Manfra.
“The merchants are very happy because
the business area is all clear.”

Equipment used by the borough in-
cludes three dump trucks, one packer truck,
one loader, one backhoe, two pickup trucks
that plow streets, and a machine that clears
sidewalks. The borough does not hire pri-
vate companies to help, due to its small
size.

Due to its size, Westfield requires more
equipment to clean up its snow accumula-
tion.

“We have five salt trucks and 20 trucks
with snow plows on the front,” stated
Westfield Public Works Superintendent
Claude Shaffer. In addition, three rental
loaders were used, as well as five front end
bucket loaders to do the parking lots.”

Schools in the Scotch Plains were
closed on Monday for a “snow day.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WACC 2005 DIRECTORS…The new board of directors of the Westield Area
Chamber of Commerce met last Wednesday, January 19 for the first time this
year. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan, Julianna Venezio, Jim Estabrook, Joanna Marsh, Chairman Richard
Fromkin, Executive Director Allison O’Hara, Maria Fuentes, Chris Kirkwood,
Ted Schlosberg and Hans Winberg.

from $120 to $130. Mr. Kaufmann
said to come with the new childcare fee;
the Recreation Commission added the
$165 individual membership fee to the
family rate of $278. Both of those rates
will remain the same.

He said the town has had 187 families
with childcare memberships each of the
past two years. There were no non-resi-
dent families with childcare providers
pool members in 2003 and 2004.

The new resident fees are as follows:
family, $278; family with full-time child
care, $443; husband wife without chil-
dren, $225; individual, $165; senior citi-
zen, $70.

Non-resident fees are: family, $522;
family with full-time child care, $832;
husband and wife without children, $437;

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sales History of Proposed
Tear-Downs to Be Probed

individual, $310; and senior citizen, $130.
Mr. Kaufmann said the non-resident

fees are between 89 and 90 percent higher
than what Westfield residents pay. He
said the previous non-resident senior rate
was only 70 percent higher that town
seniors pay, thus the fee was increased.

In other business, Third Ward Coun-
cilman Andy Skibitsky, Vice Chairman
of the Public Works Committee, an-
nounced that former councilman Mat-
thew Albano would head an advisory
committee that will look to see how the
Public Works Department can improve
efficiency and customer service. The
implementation of a 3-1-1 information
line including information on snow re-
moval, leaf collection, etc. is also being
looked into. If established, the 3-1-1 sys-
tem would include also other services
rendered by the town.

Public Works Committee Chairwoman
Jo Ann Neylan, who represents the Sec-
ond Ward, said the committee will be
going around town to evaluate streets
town-wide that are most in need of pav-
ing and other road improvements. Al-
though the goal is to select streets from
each of the town’s four wards, road
projects to be included in this year’s road
improvement program will be listed by
priority.

First Ward Councilman Peter Echausse,
Chairman of the Finance Policy Com-
mittee, said the committee is looking at
recommending to the full council a new
in-lieu of parking fee to applicants who
are approved by the Planning Board and
Board of Adjustment whose applications
are approved without meeting the park-
ing capacity required in applications. He
said the new fee would add another rev-
enue source for parking improvements.

Third Ward Mark Ciarrocca, Chair-
man of the Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee, noted that the
committee has asked Parking Director
John Morgan to come to the committee’s
meeting at end of the March with a de-
tailed presentation on how the town can
improve its parking capacity.

He said Mr. Morgan has been asked to
provide how the town can “improve the
amount of parking, the quality (of park-
ing) with everything on the table.”

Councilman Jim Foerst, Chairman of
the Code Review & Town Property Com-
mittee, said the town has been approached
by Cingular and Sprint to install cell
towers on top of the Central Avenue
firehouse.

He said the new cell tower should
improve cell service on the south side of
town which he said is currently “pretty bad.”

open another 68 restaurants.
Charlie Brown’s currently operates res-

taurants in New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania.

Charlie Brown’s, which was established
38 years ago, includes 45 neighborhood
Charlie Brown’s restaurants including
Westfield and Scotch Plains, two Jolly Trol-
ley restaurants including one in Westfield
and seven Office Beer Bar & Grill outlets,
one of which is located Cranford.

Charlie’s Brown’s management team,
headed by President and Chief Executive
Officer Russell D’Anton since 1997, will
maintain their positions as well as be
investors in the transaction. Mr. D’Anton,
who has been with Charlie Brown’s since
1976, will assume the new role of Chair-

man of the Board of Di-
rectors.

“I have been with
Charlie Brown’s my en-
tire career and I am ex-
tremely excited about the
opportunity to partner with
Trimaran to grow Charlie
Brown’s into a substantial
player in the restaurant in-
dustry,” said Mr. Anton.

“With our new capital
structure in place, Charlie
Brown’s will be able to
take advantage of real es-
tate opportunities and ex-
ecute its growth strategy,”
Mr. Anton said.

Castle Harlan purchased
the restaurant chain, which
than reportedly included 30
restaurants, from Restau-
rant Associates Corp. in July
of 1997 for $50.4 million.

meeting and will also include revenue as
an additional line item. The final budget
will be presented in the latter part of
March.

One item on the budget that board mem-
ber Pat Knodel questioned was the nursing
staff.

Mrs. Knodel stated that it was not a state
requirement to have a full time nurse on
staff at both schools. She added that if
budget restraints were an issue, the nurse’s
position was something that could be dis-
cussed.

Mr. Goggi said the issue “is open for
discussion, but in terms of planning for the
2005-2006 budget, we would not want to
give up an RN at this time.”

The issue of having the teachers trained
at a higher level in the event of an emer-
gency situation was discussed.

Mr. Goggi added, “We would not want
to put our children and our district more
than an arms length away (from a nurse).”

In other news, Mr. Goggi announced
the board has “narrowed the field” to
three candidates in its search for a new
chief school administrator.

The entire board will meet with the
candidates this week to determine whom
they will present to the criteria commit-
tees. The board will be given rating
sheets that will be used in making a final
decision.

Packets for board of education candi-
dacy are available at the school board
offices, located at Beechwood School.
There are two positions opening up this
year on the seven-member board. Ap-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside School Board
Presents Preliminary Budget

plications are due by Monday, February
28.

Mr. Vizzuso announced that the instal-
lation of the lights in the Beechwood
School parking lot should be complete in
the next few weeks. The cold weather has
delayed the process, which according to
Mr. Vizzuso is 80 percent complete.

“The lighting of the Beechwood park-
ing lot is a huge safety issue,” Board
member MaryBeth Schaumberg com-
mented.

Interim Chief School Administrator
Walter Rusak announced that the district
is now 100 percent certified in the No
Child Left Behind Act. He also reported
that report cards would be distributed on
Tuesday, February 1.

Since the beginning of the new year,
school board meetings have been held in
the Beechwood School Media Room. The
meetings are also videotaped and tele-
vised on Channel 35.

Mrs. Knodel suggested that the meet-
ing rotate on a six-month schedule be-
tween Beechwood and Deerfield Schools.
She asked the board to consider holding
the meeting at Deerfield from September
through February and at Beechwood from
March through August.

Mr. Goggi stated that the board agreed
to hold the meeting in one place six months
from the commencement of taping which
began in January. The newly purchased
audio-visual equipment is mobile.

The next school board meeting will be
held on February 8 in the Media Center at
Beechwood School beginning at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Blizzard
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School Board to Seek
New Books in Budget

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
Following a motor vehicle stop at the

intersection of South Avenue, East and
Livingston Street, Richard Stewart, 18,
and a 17-year-old male, both from
Westfield, were arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Stewart was released
on his own recognizance; the juvenile
was turned over to a responsible adult.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19
A not-for-profit organization on Grove

Street reported the theft of a black, cus-
tom-built computer tower. There were

no signs of forced entry to the premises.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20

Kevin Brister, 43, of Roselle was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated in the 200 block of Cacciola
Place. He was released on his own re-
cognizance.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
After being stopped for careless driv-

ing on Clifton Street, Anthony Previte,
21, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated and re-
fusal to submit to a breathalyzer test. He
was released on his own recognizance.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23
Karen McClure, 52, of Bridgewater

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing a hat and a blouse worth a total of
$66.98 from a business in the 600 block
of North Avenue, West. She was released
on her own recognizance.

Open House at MS Campus
Of Holy Trinity Planned
MOUNTAINSIDE -- Holy Trinity

Interparochial School in Mountainside
invites  prospective parents and students
to an Open House on Friday, January 28.
To arrange a tour of the school or for more
information, please call (908) 233-1899.

Council Cites DPW’s
Efforts to Clear Streets

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil noted at Tuesday night’s agenda-
setting meeting the timely fashion in
which borough streets were plowed fol-
lowing this past weekend’s blizzard.

Councilman William Schadewald, 3rd
commented on the long overtime hours
expended by the workers to complete a
thorough snow removal operation.

Due to the cold weather conditions,
all streets were salted after plowing op-
erations were completed. Councilman
Schadewald read from a letter praising
the workers efforts sent from Sergeant
Bruce Underhill to the Superintendent
of Public Works, Clint Dicksen.

The letter stated “…the boys did a
great job plowing roadways around the
borough during the recent blizzard of
2005. They were able to get all usual
trouble spots in a timely fashion and
most of the roads were cleared curb to
curb. Being able to provide emergency
services in a timely fashion without
worry made my job much easier and a
lot less stressful.”

During the regular meeting, Council-
man Damian Mitchell informed the gov-
erning body that the Buildings and
Grounds Committee approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the treasurer to extend
funds to the borough’s capital improve-
ment fund for the appraisal of St. Anne’s
School at a cost not to exceed $2,000.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy commented
that the purpose of this expenditure was
to explore the possibility of doing some-
thing with the school building in order to
provide a community center for the town.

The hope is that the center will serve
the borough’s youth, seniors and the
community as a whole, Mayor McCarthy
stated.

Councilman Shadewald reported that
the president and members of the Cham-
ber of Commerce are “proud to be giv-
ing back to the community with dona-
tion awards for our children and activi-
ties that promote the closeness of our
businesses and townspeople.” The cham-
ber will also be donating $1,000 to the
victims of the tsunami.

It was also announced that the cham-
ber would once again be holding a street
festival and Family Fun Day on Sunday,
September 11.

Councilman Shadewald reported that
Hartman Park is now open for skating.
The park was renovated in 2001 with
monies obtained through a “Field of
Dreams” grant from the County of
Union.

The governing body applied for this
grant and was awarded enough money
to renovate the basketball courts and
benches. New drainage was installed to
effectively flood the court with water
and freeze the rink for skating. This is
the second year the park is open for
skating.

Daniel Seeger Honored
At Hamilton College
WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger, the

son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Seeger of
Westfield, has been named to the dean’s
list at Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y.
for the fall 2004 semester. A graduate of
Westfield High School, he is a junior
majoring in chemistry.

Subscribe Today!
Call (908) 232-4407

East Stroudsburg Names
Guerriero to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield freshman

Jessica Guerriero was named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2004 semester at East
Stroudsburg University in Pennsylvania.

courses, in addition to new texts for
Biology I, General Biology, and Biol-
ogy II Advanced Placement.

Additionally, the district will re-
quest funds for new social studies text-
books at the elementary level. The
budget will also include $181,051 in
instructional materials, $34,700 for
assessment, student identification, and
program evaluation, $52,437 for pro-
fessional development time, $48,325
for curriculum support, and $68,469
for instructional initiatives.

The board will seek funding for only
one capital project this year, the boil-

ers at Washington Elementary School.
Officials said the boilers need to be
replaced, a project that would cost
$328,000. Only $200,000 of that
amount will be sought in the budget, as
a project of this nature qualifies for
state funding in the form of a grant for
as much as 40 percent of the total cost.

In addition to voting on the budget
on April 19, Westfield residents will
also have the chance to elect three new
members to the board.

Arlene Gardner, who has served on
the board for nine years and was presi-
dent until the end of the last school
year, announced she would not seek
re-election. Board members Alice
Honeycutt and Wayne Ziff’s seats are
up for re-election.

Board President Anne Riegel
thanked Ms. Gardner for her “signifi-
cant service to the community.”

Any Westfield residents who would
like to run for a three-year term on the
board can pick up a petition at the
district’s administration building at 302
Elm Street. The petition must be signed
by 10 adult Westfield residents and
returned to the administration build-
ing by 4 p.m. on February 28.

Prior to the business portion of the
meeting, the board recognized Dr.
Edmonds’ years of “outstanding ser-
vice,” according to Ms. Riegel, to the
Westfield School District.

Starting in February, Dr. Edmonds
will be the Superintendent of Schools
in Mendham Township. Dr. Edmonds,
who was presented with a resolution
lauding her accomplishments during
her time in Westfield, told the board
she was “grateful to work with all of
you.”

The board’s next public meeting will
be on Tuesday, February 1, where it
will further discuss the 2005-2006 bud-
get.

Michael Attanasio Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Michael Attanasio
of Westfield, currently a junior at Rowan
University in Glassboro, has been placed
on the dean’s list with a 3.8 grade point
average for the fall 2004 semester.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Michael is majoring in psychol-
ogy and plans to attend graduate school
after graduation from Rowan.

Michael Debrossy
Studies in Austria

WESTFIELD – Hartwick College
in Oneonta, N.Y. has announced that
Westfield junior Michael Debrossy is
participating in the January Term Off-
Campus Program at Hartwick College
in Vienna, Austria.

Michael will spend three weeks liv-
ing with a Viennese family and will
study the city of Vienna.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius
Debrossy of Westfield, Michael is ma-
joring in political science. He has par-
ticipated in Men’s Varsity Lacrosse.
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SCOTCH PLAINS – Parents
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district and members of
the public are invited to attend
tours of the two Scotch Plains-
Fanwood middle schools.

On Tuesday, February 8, at 9
a.m., there will be a tour of Terrill
Middle School, and on Tuesday,
February 15, at 9 a.m., there will
be a tour of Park Middle School.
The tours will both begin in their
respective school’s media centers.

These forums, hosted by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) Coun-
cil, provide an opportunity to meet
with middle school administra-
tors and PTA leaders, as well as to
view the schools while classes are
in session.

For more information, please
call PTA Council Vice-President
Margaret Ames at (908) 322-5805.

PTA Will Sponsor
Middle School Tours

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Projected 5.8 Percent Hike in Township Budget
Blamed on Sewer Fees, Insurance, Pension Costs

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members
of the Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil are expected to receive 2005 mu-
nicipal budget recommendations
from Township Manager Thomas
Atkins by the end of the month and
then to spend the next several weeks
reviewing the spending proposals

before setting this year’s final spend-
ing and property tax levels.

Last year’s municipal budget to-
taled about $19.7 million, 5.8 per-
cent higher than 2003, and Mr. Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times this week that a very prelimi-
nary estimate is that his budget rec-
ommendation, which will be sub-
jected to further revisions and coun-
cil review, “will total in the neigh-
borhood of $20.5 million.” This rep-
resents an increase of about 4 per-
cent over last year.

Mr. Atkins told the council last

week that two-thirds of his expected
spending increase recommendations
will be in three budget areas that are
basically beyond the control of the
council: higher fees paid to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
and the Plainfield Area Regional
Sewerage Authority; health insur-
ance costs, which are expected to
rise more than 12 percent this year,
and pension contributions, which
will be considerably larger this year
than in recent years.

“Other than that,” Mr. Atkins told
the council, “you’re not doing badly.”

Unlike the case in recent years,
Mr. Atkins said that this year, “ap-
propriations are the problem”
rather than revenues, which he
called “not unhealthy.” He de-
scribed mandated township appro-
priations, including the sewage
fees, health insurance and pension
contributions, as being “quite high”
this year. In addition, the township
is negotiating a new contract with
the local police department, an
agreement certain to have an effect
on this year’s budget.

Mandated and fixed expenditures
“from the federal and state govern-
ments, local agencies, contracts and
other areas” normally make up the
bulk of municipal budgets, with lo-
cal officials having real discretion
over only a small portion of each
year’s spending plan.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
said there was a “need for residents
to understand that we have no con-
trol over state-mandated appropria-
tions.”

Mr. Atkins said he had worked on
municipal budgets worse than this
year’s during his nearly 25 years in
Scotch Plains, singling out the 2003
township budget, which was financed
by an 18-point municipal tax in-
crease.

About 63 percent, or $12.4 mil-
lion, of last year’s municipal budget
was financed by municipal property
taxes.

Last year’s tax rate for municipal
government purposes rose from
$1.24 to $1.28 per $100 of assessed
valuation, meaning the average mu-
nicipal property tax bill was about
$1,536, an increase of $48 from
2003.

The average assessed value of a
home in Scotch Plains is $120,000,
while the average home in Scotch
Plains has a market value of
$360,000-$420,000. The municipal
portion of local property tax bills
represents about 18 percent of the
total levy.

It’s expected the council will hold
several public budget hearings in the
coming weeks before a formal intro-
duction of the 2005 spending plan
sometime in late March or early
April.

Matt Marino for  The Times
MEET AND GREET…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education mingle with Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion Council members and others before their roundtable discussion last Thursday evening. See story on page 8.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred Rossi for The Times
ON THE JOB...A front-end loader makes its way down Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains on Sunday morning after the snow stopped falling, signaling the
start of the day-long clean-up efforts in the region.

Fred Rossi for The Times
DIGGING OUT…Last weekend’s blizzard dumped more than a foot of snow,
forcing residents, such as this man on Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains, to pull out
the snow shovels and dig out their cars and clear their driveways and sidewalks.

Township Planning Bd. Approves
Cushing Road Major Subdivision

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board approved three
applications on Monday night, in-
cluding one for a major subdivision
on Cushing Road that had been the
subject of three previous hearings
stretching back to last November.

The board gave unanimous ap-

proval to an application by Helltemp
LLC, which will subdivide four ad-
joining lots — two facing Terrill Road
and two facing Cushing Road — into
seven lots.

Single-family homes are presently
situated on the four lots. Helltemp
will retain the two Terrill Road homes,
raze the two homes on Cushing Road,
create a cul-de-sac off Cushing Road
and then create five new lots around
that cul-de-sac where five homes will
be built.

A good deal of time was spent at
three previous hearings discussing
storm water drainage issues at the
site, especially regarding rain water
runoff across Cushing Road, which is
a border between Scotch Plains and
Plainfield.

There are now two wetlands situ-
ated on the Cushing Road lots that
serve as natural detention basins, al-
though Helltemp representatives
maintained that their plans to install
detention basins would actually re-
duce the water runoff into Plainfield.

Two weeks ago, a manufacturer of
storm water management and filtra-
tion systems provided the board with
details of a proposed underground
detention and filtration system, which
involves a series of keg-sized filters
placed in a concrete vault buried be-
low ground that is connected to catch
basins on the street.

At the January 10 meeting, board
members complained that they had
received documentation pertaining to
the underground system, along with

revised site plans, too late to make an
adequate evaluation and decided to
put off a decision on the application
until this week’s meeting. It was also
expected that residents would have a
chance to question Helltemp repre-
sentatives about the proposed devel-
opment.

Instead, after hearing from board
engineer Thomas Quinn on Monday
night that the documentation pertain-
ing to the storm water system ad-
equately addressed the drainage is-
sues, the board voted 5-0 to approve
the application. No residents were in
attendance at the hearing, which lasted
less than 15 minutes.

Helltemp attorney Robert Kraus

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Blizzard Shuts Schools
Mon. As Public Works
Clear Area Roadways

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

AREA — Television news termed
it the Blizzard of 2005, which hit
Union County and the tri-state area
Saturday afternoon and continued
through Sunday.

Weather forecasters were able to
give warning of the storm days in
advance, so public works departments
in the area had time to prepare.

“We knew about the upcoming
storm on Wednesday or Thursday,”
said Walter DiNizo, Director of Pub-
lic Property for Scotch Plains. After it
was over, Mr. DiNizo learned that in
the local area, the storm was not clas-
sified technically as a “blizzard” be-
cause it did not have sustained winds
of 35 miles per hour or greater.

Instead it was termed a “snow-
storm.” Mr. DiNizo compared this
storm to the one that occurred in
February of 2003. A major blizzard
of note occurred in January of 1996,

with over 20 inches of snow and high
winds. Snowfall estimates for this
weekend’s storm are being reported as
between 13 and 16 inches in Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

“It was a plus that it happened on a

Merit Board Explains Decision
Upholding Firing of Town Cop

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In its eight-
page decision upholding the March
2003 dismissal of Scotch Plains Po-
lice Sgt. James Cassidy for having
sexual relations with a subordinate
while on duty, the state Department
of Personnel’s Merit System Board,
while agreeing with the findings by
an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ),
nonetheless said his conduct was “suf-
ficiently egregious to warrant his re-
moval.”

Sgt. Cassidy’s dismissal was over-
turned in November by ALJ Jesse
Strauss, who instead ordered a demo-
tion for Sgt. Cassidy to police officer,
and a reinstatement in the township
police force. In mid-December, the
Merit System Board issued a three-
sentence decision overturning Judge
Strauss’s ruling and upholding the
township’s dismissal of Sgt. Cassidy.
Two weeks ago, the board issued de-
tailed reasons behind its decision.

Sgt. Cassidy was terminated by
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
for having a sexual relationship with
a subordinate female police officer in
2000 and early 2001. A year ago, Sgt.
Cassidy, alleging wrongful dismissal,
filed suit against the township while
appealing his dismissal.

The unnamed female officer, who
left the police force in late 2001,
testified that she had met Sgt. Cassidy,
who joined the township police de-
partment in 1990, shortly after she
had joined the department in mid-
1999.

Sgt. Cassidy was married at the
time the relationship began, while the
female officer divorced in 2001. Both

Sgt. Cassidy and the female officer
acknowledged a consensual intimate
relationship that began in mid-2000,
but Sgt. Cassidy denied her allega-
tions that they had sex while on duty
in several locations in Scotch Plains,
including the driveway of her home,
Ashbrook Country Club and Clark

Lane. She also alleged that he had
touched her intimately a number of
times at police headquarters.

Mr. Atkins said township officials
first became aware of the situation in
early 2002. Sgt. Cassidy was first
suspended with pay pending an in-

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
WINTERY PLAYGROUND…At Scotch Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains, children practiced their sledding techniques
on hills of snow that blanketed the area from Saturday afternoon through Sunday.
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New Communications
Tower Planned in Town

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains officials hope that a new com-
munications tower at the south side
firehouse will be completed by the
end of May.

On Tuesday evening, the Township
Council awarded a $484,900 contract
to Procomm Systems Inc. to con-
struct the new tower, which will re-
place one that is more than 40 years
old and allow for improved radio and
cellular phone communications
among fire department and rescue
squad members.

Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told the council that Procomm, which
recently built a similar tower in
Fanwood, submitted a bid that was
considerably lower than the other
seven received last month. Earlier
this month, the council awarded three
bids for the leasing of cellular tele-
phone communications space on the
new communications tower.

Township officials say that while
no work will be started until the win-
ter weather ends, Procomm will now
be able to place orders for the new
tower’s components, a process that
will take at least six weeks.

At the beginning of the council’s
meeting, Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22) and Assemblyman
Jerry Green (D-22) announced that
Scotch Plains will receive a $50,000

legislative grant that will be used by
the fire department to purchase up-
grades for portable radios to better
aid communication between
firefighters and dispatchers. The funds
will also be used to buy pagers for
members of the rescue squad.

Alluding to last weekend’s inci-
dent in New York City, where several
firefighters were killed battling build-
ing fires, Mrs. Stender said the trag-
edy “underscores how very impor-
tant it is to supply equipment to those
who have the guts to go into burning
buildings.”

Mrs. Stender and Mr. Green also
announced a $73,000 legislative grant
for the shared services committee
“made up of representatives from the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood govern-
ments and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education” that will be used
for various field improvements.

In other business at the meeting,
Mr. Atkins said the cleanup from last
weekend’s snowstorm, which dumped
more than a foot of snow on the area,
cost the township about $51,000. He
said that labor costs were $28,000 for
the Saturday and Sunday efforts, not-
ing that these expenses were high
because Public Works personnel  re-
ceived time-and-a-half pay for work-
ing Saturday and double-time for
work on Sunday.

Materials, such as sand and road
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Charlie Brown’s, Jolly Trolley and The Office
Sold to NYC Investment Firm for $140 Million
MOUNTAINSIDE – Patrons at

Charlie’s Brown’s Steakhouses, Jolly
Trolley and The Office Beer Bar and
Grill should expect to see little change
in the operation following the sale of
the company last week.

The 54-restaurant chain was pur-
chased Trimaran Capital Partners, a
New York City investment firm, from
Castle Harlan, Inc. for $140 million
on January 20.

Laurie Piro, a spokeswoman for
Charlie Brown’s, said, “Everything
is status quo. It is a investor to inves-
tor transaction.”

“I definitely would say they
(Trimaran Capital Partners) are look-
ing at expansion,” Ms. Piro told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, noting the
company already had plans to open
another 68 restaurants.

Charlie Brown’s currently operates
restaurants in New Jersey, New York

and Pennsylvania.
Charlie Brown’s,

which was estab-
lished 38 years ago,
includes 45 neighbor-
hood Charlie Brown’s
restaurants including
Westfield and Scotch
Plains, two Jolly Trol-
ley restaurants includ-
ing one in Westfield
and seven Office Beer
Bar & Grill outlets,
one of which is lo-
cated Cranford.

Charlie’s Brown’s
management team,
headed by President
and Chief Executive
Officer Russell
D’Anton since 1997,
will maintain their po-
sitions as well as be
investors in the trans-

action. Mr. D’Anton, who has
been with Charlie Brown’s
since 1976, will assume the
new role of Chairman of the
Board of Directors.

“I have been with Charlie
Brown’s my entire career and I
am extremely excited about the
opportunity to partner with
Trimaran to grown Charlie
Brown’s into a substantial player
in the restaurant industry,” said
Mr. Anton.

“With our new capital struc-
ture in place, Charlie Brown’s
will be able to take advantage
of real estate opportunities and
execute its growth strategy,”
Mr. Anton said.

Castle Harlan purchased the
restaurant chain, which than re-
portedly included 30 restaurants,
from Restaurant Associates Corp.
in July of 1997 for $50.4 million.

Paul Peyton for The Times
GETTING NEW OWNER…The Jolly Trolley on North Avenue
is among the 54 restaurants sold to New York City investment
firm Trimaran Capital Partners last week for $400 million.
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INTERNATIONALLY FRANCHISED MY GYM CHILDREN’S FITNESS CENTER©

TO OPEN ITS DOORS IN WESTFIELD NJ, NEW JERSEY

    The internationally
franchised My Gym
Children’s Fitness Center©,
will roll out its newest
children’s gym in Westfield,
NJ in February. It was
announced by Mike Chalovich,
COO of My Gym Enterprises.
The addition of My Gym
Westfield marks the 150th My
Gym to open to date.  My
Gym Westfield is located at
1100 South Ave W., next to
Gennaro’s Pizzeria at Allaire
Rd.  The contact phone
number is (908) 317-0888./
292-1446.
     My Gym Children’s
Fitness Center© combines
innovative physical early
learning/pre-gymnastics
classes with state-of-the-art
facilities to empower children
from ages 3 months to 13
years by helping them
develop the skills, confidence
and positive self-image
needed to become healthy
young adults.  Classes are
scheduled in 10-week sessions
and run 45 minutes for the
younger ages and 1 hour for
older children.  (As an added
benefit, My Gym offers each
enrolled student an
additional one hour of “free
play” each week).  On Friday
afternoons and weekends, My
Gym offers unique and

exciting birthday parties,
individually designed for each
birthday child.
     My Gym of Westfield will
open its doors for an Open
House mid-February.  During
this time, children and families
are invited into the gym to meet
the staff, see the facility, come
play and have fun!  My Gym will
be registering children for free
guest classes and offering
discounted memberships and
special promotions.  My Gym’s
award-winning, structured,
noncompetitive and age-
appropriate classes incorporate
music, dance, games, relays,
special rides, sports, gymnastics
and other original activities.
The children develop strength,
balance, coordination, agility,
flexibility and social skills.  My
Gym instructors receive
extensive training and with our
maximum 65-to-1 student/
teacher ratio, it allows children
more individual attention than
provided by any other
nationally-franchised children’s
gym.
     According to Mike Chalovich,
“We are very excited to add
Westfield, New Jersey to our
growing list of My Gym cities.
We take pride in the strong
relationships and ties we
develop with each city in which
we open.  Our goal goes beyond

the improved health and well-
being of your children.  We
are a family oriented
establishment.  The classes
and additional services we
provide enhance the
community and add fun and
excitement to family life.”
     Alyse Rudin, owner of My
Gym Westfield, states, “I love
teaching children and am
delighted to be introducing
such a great resource for kids
in the Westfield area serving
the families of this
community.  I truly believe in
My Gym and the value of
fitness training during a
child’s early years.  I’m also
thrilled that we’ll be offering
one of the most exciting
places in the area to hold a
birthday party.” This is Alyse’s
second My Gym location in
New Jersey. My Gym South
Brunswick.  “Establishing My
Gym Wall is the achievement
of a lifelong goal.”  It has
been open for almost 2 years
providing awesome classes,
birthday parties, parents
night out, and spring,
summer, and fall fun days.
     For more information
about My Gym visit us on the
web at www.my-gym.com/
westfield, email us at
mygymwestfield@aol.com, or
call  (908) 317-0888.

Open House and Complimentary Guest Classes Offered for Children
Ages 3 Months to 13 Years

Paid Bulletin Board

Amy Kempe Placed
On Fall Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Fanwood resi-

dent Amy Kempe has been named
to the Dean’s List for the fall 2004
semester at Lycoming College in
Williamsport, Pa. She is an art
history major.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Blizzard Shuts Schools Monday
As DPW Crews Clear Roadways
weekend, and not during rush hour,”
said Frank Dann, Union County’s
Director of Engineering and Public
Works.

County roads, which total 177
miles, include the Park Avenue/
Martine Road corridor and Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
as well as Central Avenue in
Westfield. The county shares re-
sponsibility for North and South
Avenues with the state.

“We distributed 112 ten ton loads
of salt and 1,000 gallons of calcium
chloride,” stated Mr. Dann. “We fo-
cus on the major arteries.”

Each municipality handles snow
removal in its own way. Depending
on the size of the district, some may
need to hire the assistance of out-
side companies to handle the job.

In Scotch Plains, Mr. DiNizo re-
ported that this storm required the
use of every piece of equipment the
township owns, which includes
seven salt spreaders, which distrib-
uted an estimated 160 tons of salt,
as well as calcium chloride.

“We focus on the primary roads,
school areas, hilly areas, and bad
intersections. We don’t do every
road in town,” explained Mr.
DiNizo.

In an example of the advantages

of a shared services agreement,
Fanwood borrowed from Scotch
Plains “a tandem truck, which is a
large dump truck that can handle 20
tons,” reported Raymond Manfra,
Director of Fanwood’s Public Works
Department.

Public Works employees work
long hours to ensure that streets,
parking lots and sidewalks are safe
for cars and pedestrians. For ex-
ample, Fanwood’s crew worked for
eight hours on Saturday, finishing
at midnight, and then began again at
4 a.m., for another 12 hours. They
cleared streets, as well as the park-
ing lots at the train station, library
and Borough Hall.

Clearing is specifically done also
during the night due to the need for
roads to be blocked off.

“We load up the snow and take it
to the recycling center,” explained
Mr. Manfra. “The merchants are
very happy because the business
area is all clear.”

Equipment used by the borough
includes three dump trucks, one
packer truck, one loader, one back-
hoe, two pickup trucks that plow
streets, and a machine that clears
sidewalks. The borough does not
hire private companies to help, due
to its small size.

Due to its size, Westfield requires
more equipment to clean up its snow
accumulation.

“We have five salt trucks and 20
trucks with snow plows on the
front,” stated Westfield Public
Works Superintendent Claude
Shaffer. In addition, three rental
loaders were used, as well as five
front end bucket loaders to do the
parking lots.”

Schools in the two districts were
closed on Monday for a “snow day.”

vestigation by a trio of outside experts.
Attorney Elizabeth Gramigna, an ex-
pert in sexual harassment and civil
rights, conducted a confidential inter-
nal investigation. Her report was then
referred to Thomas Savage, an outside
independent prosecutor and expert in
police discipline and investigation, who
reviewed the report and suggested
charges to township officials.

Afterwards, Hearing Officer Robert
Czech presided over eight hearings over
the course of three month, with Mr. Sav-
age acting as prosecutor. Mr. Czech then
wrote an opinion based on his finding Mr.
Cassidy guilty of the charges, and for-
warded his recommendations to Mr.
Atkins, who then terminated Sgt. Cassidy
from his position in March of 2003.

While the Merit System Board up-
held the ALJ’s findings of fact in the
matter, it disagreed with his recom-
mendation of a path of “progressive
discipline” for Sgt. Cassidy.

“Although an employee who en-
gaged in a mere negligent dereliction
of duties might reasonably face disci-
pline which falls short of removal,” the
board said that “one who intentionally
does so may not.”

Even though Sgt. Cassidy had no
disciplinary problems in the 10 years
prior to the 2000-2001 incidents, “the
seriousness of an offense may never-
theless warrant the penalty of removal

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Merit Bd. Explains Decision
Upholding Firing of Town Cop

where it is likely to undermine the
public trust,” the board said.

Despite the lack of any disciplinary
problems, his offense “is sufficiently
egregious to warrant his removal.”

The board called Sgt. Cassidy’s con-
duct “unacceptable, particularly for
an individual serving in a supervisory
capacity, and it prevented (him) from
carrying out his important duty of
protecting and serving the public.”

Furthermore, “the fact that (his)
behavior often occurred in areas fully
accessible to the public compounds
the seriousness of his offense, since it
serves to undermine the public’s ex-
pectations and trust.”

Sgt. Cassidy’s attorney, Timothy
Smith, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he was going to file a motion
for reconsideration of the board’s deci-
sion and, if necessary, a judicial appeal.
He called the Merit Board’s decision “a
victory” because it “upheld the lower
court’s determination that no form of
sexual harassment took place.”

Mr. Smith added, “Sgt. Cassidy has
now been vindicated on the lion’s share
of the charges (originally) brought
against him.”

Addressing the primary allegation
remaining “that Sgt. Cassidy engaged
in sexual acts while on duty,” Mr.
Smith said he was “confident that
would be defeated in the end.”

Matt Marino for  The Times
MAKING A POINT — Dr. Margaret Hayes, Assistant Superintendent in Charge
of Instruction, answers a question from an audience member at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education roundtable meeting with the Parent-Teacher
Association Council held last Thursday evening.

DELICIOUS TOUR…Children in the Jumpstart classes at Brunner and Ever-
green elementary schools in Scotch Plains recently toured the ShopRite in Clark,
where they learned about the big oven in the bakery department and walked into
the facility’s freezer. In each department, the children learned about the impor-
tance of eating a variety of foods and making healthy food choices. The trip was
planned to complement a unit of study on food and nutrition. Pictured, left to
right, are: Alex Manfra and Steven Holmes, sampling watermelon.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Subdivision
told the board that a provision would
be added to property deeds making
future homeowners in the develop-
ment aware that they would jointly be
responsible for the maintenance of
the underground system.

If this obligation were ever not
met, the township would have the
right to perform any necessary main-
tenance and then assess property
owners for that service.

At the start of its hour-long meet-
ing, the board also approved two sub-
division applications. Custom Con-
struction MDH Inc. received approval
for a two-lot subdivision at 1104
Hetfield Avenue and Jay Dan LLC
received approval for a similar subdi-
vision at 1525 Ramapo Way.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tower
salt, cost $12,500, while the outside
private contractors employed by the
township to help clear streets cost
$11,500.

Mr. Atkins said county emergency
management officials informed him
that, because of the state of emer-
gency declared last weekend by Act-
ing Governor Richard Codey, there
might be reimbursement for some of
the costs incurred by the township.

The council introduced two ordi-
nances that will be acted on at its
Tuesday, February 8 meeting. One
formally appropriates $160,000 from
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation for roadway improvements
on a section of Rahway Road. The
other is a revision of an ordinance
passed two weeks ago that sets fees
for copies of documents distributed
by the police department or through
the Municipal Prosecutor for discov-
ery purposes in Municipal Court.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance that establishes a range of rates
to be set from year to year by the
Township Recreation Commission for
various activities at the Scotch Hills
Country Club.

East Stroudsburg Names
Ferraro to Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS –  Scotch

Plains junior Jayme Ferraro was
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2004 semester at East Stroudsburg
University in Pennsylvania.

Univ. of Connecticut
Honors Amanda Frank

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Univer-
sity of Connecticut has announced
that Amanda Frank of Scotch Plains
was placed on the Dean’s List for the
fall 2004 semester.

Council Cites DPW’s
Efforts to Clear Streets

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

GARWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil noted at Tuesday night’s agenda-
setting meeting the timely fashion in
which borough streets were plowed
following this past weekend’s bliz-
zard.

Councilman William Schadewald,
3rd commented on the long overtime
hours expended by the workers to
complete a thorough snow removal
operation.

Due to the cold weather condi-
tions, all streets were salted after plow-
ing operations were completed. Coun-
cilman Schadewald read from a letter
praising the workers efforts sent from
Sergeant Bruce Underhill to the Su-
perintendent of Public Works, Clint
Dicksen.

The letter stated “…the boys did a
great job plowing roadways around
the borough during the recent bliz-
zard of 2005. They were able to get
all usual trouble spots in a timely
fashion and most of the roads were
cleared curb to curb. Being able to
provide emergency services in a
timely fashion without worry made
my job much easier and a lot less
stressful.”

During the regular meeting, Coun-
cilman Damian Mitchell informed the
governing body that the Buildings
and Grounds Committee approved a
resolution authorizing the treasurer
to extend funds to the borough’s capi-
tal improvement fund for the appraisal
of St. Anne’s School at a cost not to
exceed $2,000.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy com-
mented that the purpose of this ex-
penditure was to explore the possibil-
ity of doing something with the school
building in order to provide a com-
munity center for the town.

The hope is that the center will
serve the borough’s youth, seniors
and the community as a whole, Mayor
McCarthy stated.

Councilman Shadewald reported

that the president and members of the
Chamber of Commerce are “proud to
be giving back to the community with
donation awards for our children and
activities that promote the closeness
of our businesses and townspeople.”
The chamber will also be donating
$1,000 to the victims of the tsunami.

It was also announced that the
chamber would once again be hold-
ing a street festival and Family Fun
Day on Sunday, September 11.

Councilman Shadewald reported
that Hartman Park is now open for
skating. Hartman Park was renovated
in 2001 with monies obtained through
a “Field of Dreams” grant from the
County of Union.

The governing body applied for
this grant and was awarded enough
money to renovate the basketball
courts and benches. New drainage
was installed to effectively flood the
court with water and freeze the rink
for skating. This is the second year
the park is open for skating.

Governor Livingston
Students Named

Bloustein Scholars
BERKELEY HEIGHTS —

Sixteen Governor Livingston
High School seniors have been
selected as Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholars.

The Edward J. Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholars Program is a merit
program for New Jersey residents
who demonstrate superior achieve-
ment. Candidates are selected by
their high schools and designated
Bloustein Scholars by the New Jer-
sey Office of Student Assistance.

The students selected receive
$950 per year upon acceptance
of nomination and attendance at
a state college or university.

The following students have
been selected as the scholars for
the 2004-2005 academic year:
Philip Dabbagh, Stephanie Davis,
Margaret Edinger, Simone
Gabara, Andrew Ghosh, Craig
Gorin, Emily Grosse, Katie
Hansen, Yasmin Husain, Erin
Larson, Stacey O’Sullivan, Jason
Schickel, Lyndsey Thomas, Irene
Tsao, Veena Venkatachalam, and
Ian Vo.
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Proposed County Budget
Hikes Taxes $14 Million

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County
Manager George Devanney unveiled
a $374.7 million executive budget
last Thursday that increases county
spending over last year’s budget by 5
percent.

Mr. Devanney has proposed a
countywide tax levy of $217,332,767,
representing an increase of nearly
$14 million over last year. The largest
department appropriation in the bud-
get is for health and human services,
which includes Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County.

The budget increases county spend-
ing by nearly $20 million over the
2004 budget that was adopted by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

In his budget message to the free-
holders, Mr. Devanney cited contrac-
tual settlements with county labor
unions and increased costs associ-
ated with Social Security, debt ser-
vice, medical, insurance and em-
ployee pensions as reasons for in-
creased spending in the proposed
budget.

Mr. Devanney said the county has
witnessed a $13 billion increase from
$43 billion to $56 billion, or 28 per-
cent, in tax ratables over the past two
years.

This growth, he said, has reduced
the county tax rate from .41 to .36
cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

Mr. Devanney stated that the county
was warned two years ago by bond
rating institutions that the county’s
declining surplus would endanger its
bond rating.

“This became a top priority and we
aggressively worked to increase our
budget surplus by approximately 57
percent,” the county manager stated.

Among increased revenue is a
jump of $1 million from realty trans-
fer fees from increased market
ratables.

In addition, he said economic de-
velopment projects in cities such as
Plainfield, Rahway, Linden and Eliza-
beth would benefit the county as a
whole.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, Chair-
man of the board’s Fiscal Commit-
tee, will begin to look at the budget in
February.

He told The Leader and The Times
that last year the Fiscal Committee
trimmed the executive budget by $1
million before the full freeholder
board approved it.

“A lot of costs we are looking at are
mandated costs,” Freeholder Sullivan
said, pointing to contractual salary
increases, as well as increased insur-

ance expenses, pension and Social
Security payments. Mr. Devanney said
these costs combined are up $18 mil-
lion over last year.

In addition to Freeholder Sullivan,
the committee is comprised of Vice
Chairman Al Mirabella and Freehold-
ers Chester Holmes and Bette Jane
Kowalski.

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
said the committee should release the
budget within the next four to six
weeks.

“This budget is a continuation of
the multi-year plan we’ve embarked
upon to long-term prosperity,” said
Chairman Proctor. “We will continue
to explore even further ways to cut the
budget, while maintaining essential
services.”

Mr. Devanney said the county
cut expenses last year by institut-
ing an early retirement system that
saved the county $4 million in sala-
ries and benefits. The county also
began a new program whereby
county employees could increase
vacation in return for less compen-
sation. The program saved the
county $235,000.

In addition, the county manager
said the county also saved money on
travel expenses and by outsourcing
certain functions of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, as well as the county’s print
shop.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

Dining with Dazzle, (Ages 7-12),
Wednesday, February 16, 5 to 7 p.m.,
Snuffy’s in Scotch Plains.Topics will
include understanding the place set-
ting, dinner conversation, setting a
proper table, cutting and chewing
food, ordering from the menu, host-
ing and serving guests, and accept-
able behavior at the dinner table.
The fee for the program is $35 per
person.

Maracas, Wednesdays, 9:30 to
10:15 a.m., until February 23. This
interactive Spanish language pro-
gram for children ages three to five,
accompanied by a parent or guard-
ian, consists of themed classes
aimed at encouraging children and
parents to explore Spanish. Mara-
cas uses motion, repetition, and
music in a comfortable learning
environment.

Bowling (Ages 5-14), through
Wednesday, March 30. This program
is being held on Mondays at 4 p.m.
at Linden Lanes Bowling Center on
North Stiles Street in Linden. Chil-
dren ages 5 to 7 will bowl in a
special bumper division. This 12-
week program consists of two
games, use of rental shoes, light-
weight balls and instructional assis-
tance.  Bowlers will  pay  $2 for
missed weeks. The fee is $6 to be
paid each week at the bowling cen-
ter. Participants are to pre-register
at the Scotch Plains Recreation De-
partment in Room 113.

Bumper Bowling – For Pre-K and
Kindergarten-Aged Children. Held
at Linden Lanes on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m. or noon. This program is
for children and their mothers or
guardians. Fees are $6 to be paid at
the bowling alley.

Babysitting Training (Ages 11-
16), Saturday, February 5, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., Towne House. Topics
for this program will include feed-
ing, formula and bottle preparation,
and holding, burping, playtime ac-
tivities, diapering and dressing. Par-
ticipants will gain skills in first aid,
accident management and preven-
tion, as well as handling choking
emergencies.

Senior Aerobics (14 classes), Tues-
days and Thursdays through Febru-
ary 24, Towne House, 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. This aerobic program incorpo-
rates standing exercise routines with
the use of hand-weights (25-pound

maximum).
Jazzercise, Mondays, Tuesdays,

Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., Scotch Hills
Country Club and Saturdays, 8:30
to 9:30 a.m., Towne House, through
March 8. This original dance exer-
cise features 60-minute classes of-
fering a blend of jazz dance and
exercise science choreographed to
today’s hottest music, including Top
40, jazz, country, funk and classics.
Easy-to-follow choreography in-
cludes a gentle warm-up, 30-minute
aerobic workout, muscle toning and
strengthening segments with
weights, and a stretch finale. The fee
is $105 per person.

Foxwoods Casino, Connecticut,
Wednesday, February 23. The bus
will depart the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building parking lot at 8 a.m.
and return at around 7 p.m. for this
trip. Participants will receive a $25
package upon arrival at the casino,
which includes coins and coupons.
Registration for township residents
will be held through Friday, Febru-
ary 4. The fee for non-residents is
$28.

Franklin Mills Outlet Shopping
Trip, Friday, February 26. The coach
bus will depart from the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at 8:30 a.m. and
travel to the Franklin Mills Mall in
Philadelphia where participants will
enjoy a day of shopping at many dis-
count outlet stores with name brands.
The bus will return to the parking lot at
approximately 5 p.m.

Murder Mystery, “Deadly Be-
loved” at Scotch Hills Country Club,
Friday, March 18. Doors open at 7
p.m. Tickets for this trip must be
purchased at the Recreation Depart-
ment by Friday, February 18. Tickets
are $45 per person and include a
buffet dinner. Seating is limited for
this trip.

Girls Softball League (third-
eighth grades), Season runs from
April 16 to June 11. This basic in-
structional league is based on teach-
ing skills and drills in a non-com-
petitive format. Teams will be
formed and practices and games
will be played on township ball
fields twice a week. Leagues will
depend upon registration numbers.
Parent volunteers are needed to
coach and umpire. Early registra-
tion will be held through Friday,
February 4 at a cost of $45. Regular
registration will be held from Mon-
day, February 7, through Friday,
March 4. Cost:  $55.

Children’s Yoga:  Children’s Yoga
is taught using age appropriate tech-
niques. The early spring session will
be held for pre-schoolers in March.
Classes will be held on Wednesdays
from February 2 through March 23.
Call the Recreation Department to
sign up.

Spring Break Golf Camp:  This
hands-on camp is for ages eight to
14 and will be held at the Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark with
teaching pro Bill McCluney.  This
course will be given Monday
through Wednesday,  April 4 to 6.
Course times are 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
or noon to 3 p.m.  The fee is $99 per
child.

Karate: Classes are for ages five
and older, and are held at Karate N’
Motion in Westfield. Classes are of-
fered at the beginning and interme-
diate levels and are held for 10-week
sessions on Thursdays or Saturdays.
Times are as follows: Thursdays,
February 3 through April 7, 5:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m., for children age
eight and over; Saturdays, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m., February 5 to April 9, for
children ages  five  to seven. The $55
cost per  child  is  in addition to the
$25 price of the required uniform.
Uniforms  can be purchased at Ka-
rate N’ Motion.

Pre-School Dance: Geared for chil-
dren ages three to five years  old,  classes
will be held at the Westfield School of
Dance on Wednesdays from  9:30 a.m.
to 10:15 a.m. from February 2 through
June 8.  The cost of the program  is $185
per  child.

Soccer Squirts:  This one-hour
course introduces  children ages three
to five years old to group experiences
and basic motor skills through soccer
related activities. The course will be
held at Tamaques Park on Tuesdays
from 10 to 11 a.m.  or  from  1:15 to
2:15 p.m.  from  April 19 to May 31.
The cost of the program is $95 per
child.

Multi Sports:  This one-hour  course
introduces children ages three to five
years old to a variety of sports from
around the world. The course will be
held in Tamaques Park on Mondays

from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.  or from  noon
to 1 p.m. from April 18 to June 6.
There will be no class on Memorial
Day, May 30. The fee for the program
is $95 per  child.

Night Place: The Night Place pro-
gram is held throughout the school
year on select Friday evenings. This
program is open to all sixth, seventh
and eighth  grade students  of
Westfield for a nominal fee. The
program is held from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School.
The cost is $2 in advance and $3 at
the door. The dates are:  February 11,
April 15, and May 13.

Teen Center:  The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of
7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School students.  The Teen Center is
not open on nights when Night Place
is being held.

Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing Community Room  through  Feb-
ruary 10 at a cost of $65 per person.

Atlantic City Trip to Bally’s: Sat-
urday, February 12, from  9 a.m. to
8:30 p.m.  The cost is $26 per person
and the  bus  departs  at 9 a.m.

Rent: Thursday, March 3,  at 8
p.m.  This Tony and Pulitzer prize-
winning Broadway musical will be
performed at the State Theatre in
New Brunswick. The cost cost is $52
per person and the bus departs at 7
p.m.

The Temptations and the Four
Tops: Sunday, March 13, at 7 p.m.
Two  of  Motown’s best-loved groups
team up at the State Theatre. The cost
is  $65 per  person and the bus  departs
at 6 p.m.

 Kodo Drummers: Wednesday,
March 16, at 8 p.m. at the State Theatre.
This act  explores traditional Japanese
drum.  The cost is $60 per person and
the bus  departs at 7 p.m.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at the Westfield Recreation De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street, or call
the  Recreation Office at (908) 789-
4080 or visit www.westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation.

Director Resigns
At Union County’s

Future Museum
By PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Last week,
county officials announced the res-
ignation of Heather Hays as the
President and executive director of
the future Children’s Museum  of
Central New Jersey. Ms. Hays is
moving to Chicago.

The museum will be constructed
in close proximity to the Liberty
Hall Museum in Union on Morris
Avenue across the street from Kean
University.

Ms. Hays was presented with a
framed resolution for her efforts thus
far on making the museum a reality.

“We are very much hopeful that
this (children’s museum) will be-
come a reality in the near future,”
said Freeholder Chairman Rick
Proctor.
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Reader Says He
Was Misquoted

I was astonished and amused to read
that my comments at the Westfield Town
Council meeting regarding a rollback and
refund of excessive parking fees had been
misquoted by The Leader.

Last week’s issue reported that I had
declared that any failure to restore the
parking fee structure to its pre-deck pro-
posal level was “unconsciousable,” rather
than “unconscionable,” thereby highlight-
ing the inherent risks of relying exces-
sively on spell-check software.

For the record, I want to be absolutely
clear in stating forthrightly that I have
never, not even for a moment, believed or
even suspected that the folks who hiked
the fees were unconscious when they did
so. They were merely wrong.

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield
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By Deborah Madison
For The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Community Commentary

Not too long ago, development was
thought to be a good thing. In the 1960’s,
turning barren lots into strip malls and
marshy woods into beautifully, land-
scaped lawns was recognized by adjacent
property owners as an investment in their
communities.

In the past 20 years, however, develop-
ment, often preceded by the word “over,”
has come to be regarded as more of a blight
than a boon. Because many municipalities
are already built-out, there has been a trend
by developers and property owners to de-
molish existing, older homes and replace
them with much larger, new homes. This
has resulted in the phenomenon known as
“McMansions” – large buildings being built
on postage-stamp sized lots with designs
that are incongruent with the rest of a neigh-
borhood. Many residents agree that some of
these just look ridiculous towering over
adjacent capes in older neighborhoods.

This need, by developers, or greed as
some residents view it, also extends to
constructing homes on every inch of avail-
able land, such as the Cooper Road island
proposal in Scotch Plains. There, a devel-
oper wants to construct a new house on an
undeveloped island in the middle of Coo-
per Road. And recently, numerous sub-
division applications that have come be-
fore local planning boards have raised the
ire of local residents who presumed they
were moving into neighborhoods with
large lots, sprawling setbacks and sur-
rounded by pristine, wooded buffers.

Fearful that these over-sized or ill-
placed mansions will devalue their smaller
homes, residents turn out in droves to
plead with planning boards to curtail the
suburban sprawl. Some neighborhood
groups even hire lawyers to represent
their interests, as the Cooper Road resi-
dents have done.

Planning board members frequently
lament how the law of the land, the Mu-
nicipal Land Use Laws (MLUL), ties
their hands. They remark that local ordi-
nances protect developers’ rights to keep
on building and that lawsuits could result
if voted down.

Much valuable time at planning board
meetings has been wasted while residents
repeatedly ask why the ordinances are not
revised to protect the value of their homes.

At last, the Borough of Fanwood, along
with many other municipalities in New
Jersey, is heeding the NIMBY (Not In My
Backyard) cry and taking back the land.
In their 2004 Master Plan Re-examina-
tion Report, the Fanwood Planning Board
has incorporated new recommendations
to potentially obtain the legal tools to
better control inappropriate “infilling”
(development details).

The new recommendations in the 2004
report advise the borough council to re-

Development Ordinances
Need to be Revised

view ordinances that address the scale of
infill development such as increased set-
backs, lot sizes, floor area ratios, roof
slope and elevation standards, to deter-
mine appropriateness in scale and design
and to curb incongruous construction.

By making these recommendations,
the planning board has indicated to the
borough council that there is a need to
revise the zoning ordinances in order to
give the board more power to control new
construction in the borough. It is now up
to the council to act on these recommen-
dations by considering the passage of
ordinances that would give the planning
board the legal right to just say no to
incongruous development.

The Planning Boards in Westfield and
in Scotch Plains have also been reviewing
their Master Plans and each is consider-
ing similar recommendations to their re-
spective councils to adopt ordinances to
give their boards more control over the
nature of development.

These recommendations are a good
thing for Fanwood and the surrounding
towns. By following certain “smart
growth” guidelines, as outlined by the
state, Fanwood and other municipalities
can avail themselves of certain advan-
tages such as state grants and technical
assistance. It also just makes for better
urban planning and design when devel-
opment is thought out and not just hap-
hazardly constructed by whoever buys up
the land first.

Good planning protects the character
and integrity of older neighborhoods,
adding to the beauty as well as to the value
of the homes.

In lieu of these new recommendations,
it is important for property owners to
apprise themselves of the local ordinances
before making assumptions about prop-
erty development in their neighborhoods.
Residents, who come to meetings de-
manding to know why a parcel of land,
adjacent to their own, can’t remain en-
tirely undeveloped, are not being realistic
in their expectations. They may be wast-
ing their money hiring a lawyer, as the
ordinances may not be on their side.

When purchasing a house, property
owners cannot assume that once a wooded
buffer, always a wooded buffer. Likewise,
prospective buyers beware! That 1,000
square foot, second-story addition may not
be permitted in every neighborhood.

And although board members have for
the most part, been very patient and dili-
gent about explaining local ordinances to
the public, it is the taxpayers who ulti-
mately must pay for the overtime of the
board’s attorney, engineers and consult-
ants, while meetings drag on into the
night sorting through the ordinances that
govern development.

Towns and County Workers
Handled First Storm Well

Regional Health Dept. Is Example
Of How Shared Services Work

The weather forecasters were accurate in predict-
ing last weekend’s snowstorm more than two days in
advance. The area prepared and most residents cur-
tailed their activities while waiting out the storm.
Town and county workers jumped in and cleared
most roads by the next day.

The blizzard started in the area on Saturday after-
noon at about 1 p.m., just as predicted. It was the gray
look, with a steady stream of small snow particles
coupled with windy conditions, low visibility and
bitter cold. Everyone recognized this type of storm
– the type that is real.

Most people were heading for home by mid after-
noon and traffic was jammed early on the main
roads. Seems like on the way home, many stopped
off at the supermarket to buy those last minute
provisions. Also, recognizing the serious potential
of the storm, most parked in their driveways when
they arrived home – not on the side streets. In this
way, the aftermath cleanup by the snowplows was
facilitated. By 4 p.m., most were at home and the

area was a ghost town. Rightfully so.
It howled throughout the night and snowplows could

be heard grinding through their first pass. A need for a
second pass was obvious then. It wasn’t until about
noon the next day that the sun broke through. By then,
too, most roads were plowed a second time and condi-
tions were good. Most store parking lots were also
cleared by mid Sunday morning.

This time, things seemed to work well in dealing
with the storm that laden the area with twelve inches
of snow. Police, fire and public works personnel
were on top of this one. It was a good job.

The public acted sensibly too in curtailing their
activity and by removing their cars from the streets.

This enabled the children to have a fun winter day
Sunday afternoon with sledding conditions being
perfect such as was noted by the large crowds at
Scotch Hills and Echo Lake Park.

We’re sure too, that the children helped their dads
and moms shovel the sidewalks in front of their homes
before going out to play and enjoy the winter weather.

The buzz word the past few years to save taxpayers
money on municipal services has been shared ser-
vices. One of the more successful programs in our
area has been the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment (WRHD). The department just recently added
New Providence as its sixth member municipality.
Other towns serviced by the department are
Mountainside, Garwood, Roselle Park, Springfield,
Fanwood and, of course, Westfield.

Town Administrator James Gildea said Westfield is
leveraging itself as a strong player in providing these
crucial services to nearly a third of Union County’s 21
municipalities. We agree. The potential is out there for
Union County government to develop its own regional
health department. Westfield could be well-positioned
to ensure its program remains within its own municipal
operation. Member towns like Fanwood save money
on staff but more importantly they can now partake in
programs such the WRHD popular health fairs.

Scotch Plains has expressed an interest in joining
Westfield on bidding for a contractor for bulky waste
collection services. Scotch Plains is moving ahead with
plans to initiate a user-fee driven system for an annual
curbside collection program. The township is also
considering joining Westfield to enable Scotch Plains
residents to purchase permits to drop off yard waste at
Westfield’s conservation center on Lamberts Mill Road.

Another program which many towns take advantage
of is Union County’s S.L.A.P. program. This program,
which stands for Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program,
enables towns to utilize this program for everything
from cleaning brush along roadways to snow shovel-
ing. S.L.A.P. utilizes prisoners of non-violent crimes to
complete labor-intensive work as opposed to being in
a jail cell. Westfield utilized the program last week to
clear pedestrian pathways of snow at its North Avenue
train station parking lot.

On the local front, towns often share equipment and
services themselves. Westfield municipal employees
will borrow equipment from the Board of Education
from time to time. With the emphasis since 9/11 on
homeland security, Union County Director of Emer-

gency Management Ben Laganga often meets with
municipal police and other emergency services person-
nel to share information to coordinate regional emer-
gency planning in the county.

The county’s Sheriff’s Department also provides a
prisoner transportation program from municipal lock-
ups to the county jail in Elizabeth. This service
enables towns to keep their police officers where
they are needed the most: keeping the streets safe in
their local jurisdictions. Sheriff Ralph Froehlich has
also proposed a county-operated animal shelter. This
is a much-needed service, given the few companies
available when towns bid for this mandated-service.
Most towns are serviced by Associated Humane
Societies in Newark.

We believe there are other potential shared services
that could generate even more savings or improved
service. Towns could bid together on road projects.
Those communities with smaller recreation depart-
ments could join a town like Westfield to provide more
opportunities for their residents while saving tax
dollars. Also, recreation departments could work to-
gether on trips such as to Atlantic City, ski weekends
or to see productions at the State Theatre in New
Brunswick. Towns have also shared engineering and/
or building department staff to save money. Local TV
stations could share equipment and coordinate pro-
gramming to avoid redundancy and to enhance pro-
ductions. School systems could work together to
reduce overhead and enhance operations.

We urge the state, counties and municipalities to
continue to search for creative ways to regionalize or
share services while not reducing the level of service
provided to local residents.

At this time, shared services may not be a large factor
in reducing costs of government, but it’s a good start.
Shared service initiatives seem to result in improved
services and with broader capabilities while fostering a
cooperative spirit between communities. It seems to
keep accountability from becoming ingrown, brings in
fresh ideas and avoids atrophy in the system.

We like what we see.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Streel – To drag
2. Cleg – The great horsefly
3. Ferraginous – Mixed or jumbled
4. Faitour – An imposter; a rogue

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SINGULTUS
1. A hoisting bucket in a well or mine
2. Narrow-minded; set in one’s ways
3. A sneeze
4. A hiccup

LAZARETTO
1. A public hospital for lepers
2. A secret place of hiding; a den
3. A reception room
4. A churchyard gate, with a roof under

which a coffin can be set
TROPHIC

1. Having to do with victory, such as
with athletics

2. Having to do with nutrition
3. Devoted to exercise and good health
4. Pertaining to an orchard or garden

TAUBE
1. Rust-colored
2. A mild, friendly slap on the back or

shoulder
3. A type of German monoplane hav-

ing pigeon-shaped wings
4. Dewy; moist

Senator Thomas Kean, (R-21), today
introduced legislation that would amend
the way school district budget caps are
calculated under S-1701, which became
effective July 1, 2004. The new bill would
provide new budget cap adjustments for
insurance, utility and courtesy busing costs.

“School districts need some degree of
flexibility in order to deal with the vola-
tility of rising insurance and fuel costs,”
Tom Kean said. “This bill addresses this
very real concern. We also need to protect
courtesy busing to ensure that children,
have the transportation they need to ar-
rive at school safely.”

The bill, S-2278, also makes permanent

the three-year budget cap adjustment for
the cost associated with liability insur-
ance, workers’ compensation insurance,
employee group insurance and domestic
security preparedness. The school district
would also be permitted to petition the
Commissioner of the Department of Edu-
cation for relief under the budget cap law
if there is an unanticipated increase in
costs, such as a spike in enrollment.

“We can’t be penny wise and dollar
foolish,” Senator Kean concluded.
“These amendments will give the school
districts increased flexibility in con-
structing budgets that meet their stu-
dents needs.”

The Utility and Transportation Con-
tractors Association (UTCA) have hon-
ored Assemblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood (D-22nd) as Legislator of the
Year for her sponsorship of Assembly
Bill No. 2809.

Under the terms of this legislation,
contractors hired by counties, munici-
palities and authorities will be permit-
ted to propose cost saving contract
changes after the contract has been
awarded.

Substituting new materials, time man-
agement methods and new technological
advances will be permitted provided that
they will provide a direct cost savings and
meet the county, municipality or
authority’s approval, Assemblywoman
Stender said.

“This legislation will provide a direct
benefit to the residents of New Jersey,”
said Assemblywoman Stender. “By per-

mitting contractors to propose changes to
engineering plans and providing them
with an incentive to do so, taxpayers
dollars will be saved.”

A-2809 states that the resulted savings
of the engineering construction change
would be equally shared between the con-
tractor and the contracting body such as
the county, municipality or authority.

“The New Jersey Department of
Transportation has used value engineer-
ing to save time and money on public
projects for many years. Assembly-
woman Stender’s legislation will allow
counties, municipalities and authorities
the flexibility to enjoy this same ben-
efit,” said James Johnston, UTCA Presi-
dent.

The State General Assembly approved
A-2809 by a vote of 75-4-0 on June 24 of
2004. It now awaits postage for a vote in
the State Senate.

Attanasio Named Executive Director
Of Union County GOP Committee

COUNTY – The Republican Commit-
tee of Union County announced Tuesday
the hiring of Anthony Attanasio as its
Executive Director.

"Hiring Anthony as our Executive Di-
rector is just another sign of how commit-
ted we are to building a stronger Repub-
lican Party in Union County," GOP
County Chairman Phil Morin said. "The
Union County Republicans are eager to
begin an extensive grassroots campaign
to return good and honest government to
the people of Union County. Anthony is
the first full-time Executive Director we
have ever hired, and his experience in
local, county and state-wide politics will
be an invaluable asset as we prepare to
take the fight to the Democrats in Eliza-
beth."

Prior to being named Executive Direc-
tor, Mr. Attanasio worked on the Forrester
for Senate Campaign where he ran the
campaign's Union County operation. Fol-
lowing his work on the 2002 Senate race,
Anthony Attanasio served on Congress-
man Mike Ferguson's district office staff.
He is also the co-founder and past Chair-
man of the Union County Young Repub-

licans.
Anthony is a graduate of Westfield

High School and Saint Joseph's Univer-
sity in Philadelphia. He is currently at-
tending Seton Hall University where he is
working on a Masters in Corporate and
Public Communication.

Mr. Attanasio told The Westfield
Leader, “As a resident of Union County
for 20 years, I am extremely excited about
taking a position that will help me to give
something back to the place I grew up. I
am looking forward to the continued
growth of the Union County Republican
Party under the leadership of Chairman
Phil Morin, Congressman Mike Ferguson,
Senator Tom Kean, and Assemblymen
Eric Munoz and Jon Bramnick. The people
of Union County deserve better govern-
ment at the county level. Balance must be
restored to the all-Democrat Freeholder
Board before wasteful spending, ridicu-
lous pay raises to management, legal
battles, nepotism and pay to play result in
property taxes rising out of control. I am
looking forward to working to bring good
government to Elizabeth and to all levels
of elected office.”

Tiny Tim Fund Thanks
Community For Giving

During Carol Night
The Tiny Tim Fund Trustees would

like to thank the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood community for their generous
support of their annual fundraiser, Tiny
Tim Carol Night, held this past December
9.

Carolers from Scotch Plains and
Fanwood volunteered to sing holiday
melodies in many neighborhoods through-
out the two communities.

We are grateful to the enthusiastic car-
olers, many young children, and to the
local businesses and many residents who
gave donations. We also would like to
thank the Fanwood-Scotch Plains public
schools and municipalities for helping to
advertise this event.

Donations benefit the Tiny Tim Fund,
a non-profit organization that provides
financial assistance to children in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who are in need of
medical care and cannot afford it.

For additional information about this
fund, please write to: Tiny Tim Fund,
P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023 or
call (908) 400-4168.

Barbara Anilo, President
Tiny Tim Fund

WF Brakes Group
Remembers Officer
Earl Lambert, Sr.

On January 13, 2005, Earl Lambert, Sr.
died after a long illness. Earl retired as a
sergeant in the Westfield Police Depart-
ment in 1986 after 25 years of service. For
the last few years of his life, Earl served
the Town of Westfield as a crossing guard,
primarily at Wilson School. Those who
knew him will remember him as a kind,
friendly man, who took pride in doing his
job well. His concern was the welfare of
our children, and he worked diligently to
keep them safe. His passing saddens us,
and we will miss him.

Earl was just one of dozens of men and
women who work throughout the school
year, in all kinds of weather, to ensure
safe passage for our schoolchildren. In
his memory, please take a moment to
thank “your” crossing guard for the im-
portant job they do.

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

The BRAKES Group
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Community News

21st District News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield

Bill Is Proposed to Amend
School Spending Limits

22nd District News

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

Contractors Name Stender
Legislator of the Year

Erratum
An article that appeared on Page

1 of the January 20 issue of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“Downtown Redevelopment Plan
Approved by Borough Board,” con-
tained the words “imminent do-
main” in the fifth line of the sev-
enth paragraph. It should have read
“eminent” domain.

We regret the error.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

For more information, see
www.goleader.com
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Doggie Daycare
h Recreation super center - Including 

indoor playroom with jungle gym and toys.
h New Jersey's only pet movie theater!
h Pet-to-staff ratio of 10:1.

Luxury Hotel
h Elegant cage free suites
h Dog beds by Gucci.
h Room service. Gourmet meals. 

Evian Spring Water. Doggie ice cream.

908-490-0808 
www.k9resorts.com

43 South Avenue, Fanwood NJ 07023

Sunday,  Jan. 30
at 2:00 pm

Please call for details.

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

The Westfield Leader since 1890

A D V E R T I S I N G  2 0 0 5
I N F O R M A T I O N

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times since 1959

This Is Westfield  May 5, 2005
This spring, our 33rd annual This Is Westfield publication
will be mailed to every household in Westfield. Several thou-
sand additional copies will be mailed/distributed to others in
the region. It will published on goleader.com. It is a year-
round keepsake, reference and a gift for newcomers.

A must for business. Don't miss this special publication.
Order and submit your advertisement now.

For details, see www.goleader.com/tiw
e-mail to sales@goleader.com, call (908) 232-4407

This Is Westfield features business, education, civic, gov-
ernment and cultural organizations. It is distributed by many
groups such as realtors, libraries and government.

Note to organizations: Update your contact information now
by filling out the form at www.goleader.com/tiw.

DWC Director to Address
Westfield Historical Society
WESTFIELD – “An Ever Chang-

ing Town” will be the topic of Sherry
Cronin, Executive Director of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) when she speaks at the First
Wednesday luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society at noon, Wednes-
day, February 2, at B.G. Fields Res-
taurant, 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

With malls increasing
throughout the country,
many towns began to suffer
during the 1970s as small
businesses folded and store
vacancies increased
steadily, reaching nearly 40
percent by the early 1990s.
To combat this trend,
Westfield became a New
Jersey Main Street commu-
nity in 1993.

In 1996, Westfield went
a step further and passed an ordi-
nance creating the DWC. Mrs. Cronin,
who became Executive Director of
the DWC two years ago, will discuss
the many changes that had to be made
to reverse the downward trend.

A balance had to be maintained
with local businesses as chain stores
were encouraged to open up in

Westfield. To help change the appear-
ance of the downtown area, many of
the businesses changed their facades;
new restaurants opened up and pro-
motions were held that brought shop-
pers into the downtown area. Many of
these, and other changes, were real-
ized through grants and the help and
support received from many Westfield
volunteers.

All these efforts led to
Westfield being bestowed
with a 2004 National Great
American Main Street
Award by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation’s
Main Street Center.
Westfield was one of five
towns in the country to re-
ceive this recognition and
the only one in New Jersey
to be honored.

This honor also led to
Mrs. Cronin being chosen by the
Union County Voice as one of Union
County’s People of the Year.

Regular attendees of the luncheon
will be contacted by a phone committee
of the society to verify their reservations.
Space permitting, others may attend the
luncheon by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon, Monday, January 31.

Sherry Cronin

GETTING AWAY FROM IT ALL…Terrence Bentley told The Westfield Leader
and The Times he planned to get away from it all for a month in January – the job
and the snow. True to his word, he’s now in Perth, Australia and diving in the Indian
Ocean. He’s pictured last week off the Great Barrier Reef with a giant clam.

WHS Model UN Awarded
At Pennsylvania Conference
WESTFIELD – Approximately 120

students from Westfield High
School’s (WHS) Model United Na-
tions (UN) Club recently attended
the Model UN Conference in Hershey,
Pa., bringing home top honors in sev-
eral categories of competition.

Approximately 1,200 students from
high schools in New Jersey, Dela-
ware, Pennsylvania and Maryland
participated in the annual conference.
WHS senior Jackie Burns presided
over the event, while WHS teacher
Daniel Farabaugh  advised the club.

 The Westfield delegation from
Italy, made up of Nick Brownstone,
Mike Oliff, Alan Futran and Amanda
Dickson, and the Russian Federation
delegation, consisting of Dina Ragab,
David Shottland, Lauren Winchester,
Alissa Eisenberg, Samantha Coulson,
Kevin Jean-Louis, Andrew Cantor and
Brian Stotter, both received top place
in this category.

The Premier Delegate Award for
individual performance in debate was
handed out to Kevin Jean-Louis and
Lauren Winchester, while the entire
WHS Model U.N. team received the
prestigious Premier Delegation Award.

Other top awards went to Patrick
Rizk, Luke Ricci, Lauren Winches-
ter, Yuchen Zhang and Jessica Sheft-
Aston, who were selected to partici-

pate this summer as National Affairs
Delegates in the national Model
United Nations conference. Jackie
Burns, Jim McCabe, Ayn Wisler, Dina
Ragab and Lindsey Goldberg were
chosen as National Affairs Alternate
Delegates.

Rachel Tucker, David Shottland and
Edward Kerins won the Outstanding
Position Paper Award.

Fourteen WHS students were elected
to serve as presiding officers at next
year’s conference. David Shottland,
Samantha Miller, Alissa Eisenberg,
Yuchen Zhang, Alan Futran, Amy Behr,
Emily Kieczykowski, Amanda Gross,
Ayn Wisler and Lindsey Goldberg will
serve as committee chairpersons, and
Jennifer Metz, Nick Brownstone, Matt
Harris and Jessica Lipschultz will serve
as vice-chairpersons.

Mr. Farabaugh and David Della
Fera served as faculty advisers and
the Westfield Area “Y” provided spon-
sorship for the club in the event.

“The Model UN Club is one of the
high school’s most popular extra-cur-
ricular activities,” commented WHS
Principal Dr. Robert Petix.

“We are proud of their accomplish-
ments as young statesmen and
stateswomen and, of course, as repre-
sentatives of Westfield High School,”
he added.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG WINNERS…Last Saturday, Cub Scout Pack No. 171 from Wilson Elemen-
tary School inWestfield held its annual Pinewood Derby. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Front row, winners Westin Rivel for the Classic Car, Dylan Marat for
the Favorite Car and Tyler Varian for the Craziest Car, and back row, judges Ben
Corbin, Steven Murphy and Andrew Wenta.

Preservation Group to Hold
Annual Membership Meeting

COUNTY – Preservation New Jer-
sey (PNJ), the statewide historic pres-
ervation education and advocacy or-
ganization, will hold its Annual Mem-
bership Meeting this Saturday, Janu-
ary 29, at 12:30 p.m. at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church, located
at 716 Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.

Invited speakers include
Plainfield Mayor Al McWilliams;
Tuomi Joshua Forrest, Associate
Director of Partners for Sacred
Places, the only national, non-sec-
tarian, non-profit organization de-
voted to helping congregations and
their communities sustain and ac-
tively use older and historic sacred
places, and Neeta McCulloch, Pro-
gram Assistant from the Northeast
Field Office, National Trust for His-
toric Preservation.

The presentation, entitled “Preserv-

ing Endangered Historic Religious
Properties,” will explore the chal-
lenges facing congregations of his-
toric churches, synagogues and all
sacred places that may be facing dwin-
dling membership, lack of funds or
aging buildings.

The PNJ meeting also will feature
election of the organization’s Board
of Directors and officers. Addition-
ally, the day’s activities will include
self-guided tours of several area
churches, preservation resource cen-
ter materials and refreshments.

Members of the public are invited
to attend. For more information or to
register for this free event, please call
PNJ’s Trenton office at (609) 392-
6409 or visit www.preservationnj.org.
In the event of inclement weather,
please call the office after 9 a.m. on
Saturday for a cancellation notice.

DWC Seeks Volunteers
WESTFIELD — The Downtown

Westfield Corporation (DWC) seeks vol-
unteers for the Economic Development,
Design and Promotions Committees.

The Promotions Committee plans, ad-
vertises and implements downtown
events. Meetings are held the second
Wednesday of the month at 6:45 p.m. in
the DWC office located at 105 Elm Street.
The next meeting will be February 9.

Please call Courtney Nemec at (908) 789-
9444 or e-mail to: cnemec@westfieldnj.com
for more information and to volunteer.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC), formed in 1996, is the man-
agement entity of the Special Improve-
ment District. The vision of the DWC is
for Westfield to be a preferred destination
where people want to live, to work and to
visit.
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Miss Katherine Lippmann
To Wed Alexander Stotler

Alexander Stotler and Miss Katherine Lippmann

Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Lippmann
of Hillsborough have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Miss
Katherine Lippmann of Hoboken,
to Alexander Stotler of Scotch
Plains. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Stotler, also of Scotch
Plains.

The bride-elect is a graduate of
Hillsborough High School, Rutgers
College and the Rutgers Univer-

sity Graduate School of Education.
She presently is a French teacher
at Park Middle School in Scotch
Plains.

Her fiancé is a graduate of
Westfield High School and Union
County College. Currently a chef,
he plans to open a new restaurant in
the spring.

The couple will be married in Au-
gust of this year.

Library Friends to Host
Love Letters on Feb. 13

Miller-Cory Museum Plans
Valentine Festivities Sunday

FANWOOD — In celebration of
Valentine’s Day, the Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will host
a production of the play Love Letters
by A.R. Gurney on Sunday, February
13, at 3 p.m. at the library.

Originally produced on Broad-
way, Love Letters is composed of
correspondence exchanged over a
lifetime between two people who
grew up together, went their sepa-
rate ways, but continued to share
confidences.

Husband and wife Leslie and Ann

Minski, who are Fanwood residents
and professional actors, will star in
this production. Both were recently
appointed to posts in Fanwood’s cul-
tural organizations. Mrs. Minski has
joined the library’s Board of Trust-
ees, while Mr. Minski is a member of
the Cultural Arts Committee.

The library is located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road. Refresh-
ments will be served at intermission.
Admission is free and will be con-
ducted on a first-come, first-served
basis. All adults are welcome.

WESTFIELD – St. Valentine’s Day
will be celebrated on Sunday, Febru-
ary 6, between 2 and 4 p.m. at the
Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield.

Evelyn Kennelly of Westfield will
demonstrate how early Americans
made valentines using techniques of
the period. A sampling of valentines
will be on display, and children will
be able to make a valentine craft to
take home.

The custom of exchanging valen-
tines was brought to America by the
English settlers, but was not widely
celebrated during the 1700s. Lace
paper and hearts produced in En-
gland and Germany were often as-
sembled by hand and sold in America

in the 1800s.
Volunteers in Colonial costumes

will be on hand to give guided tours
of the 1740 farmhouse, located at 614
Mountain Avenue.

Admission to the museum is $2 for
adults, 50 cents for students and free
for children under age six. The mu-
seum will open again on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 20, at 2 p.m. with a program
entitled “Patriotic Sunday.”

For information about the
museum’s weekly tours for school
groups; outreach programs, which
visit local schools, or numerous vol-
unteer opportunities, please call the
museum office at (908) 232-1776.
The office is open weekday mornings
until noon.

Jeremy Krell of Westfield
Earns Rank of Eagle Scout

DISTINGUISHED SCOUT…Jeremy Krell of Westfield is honored as a new
Eagle Scout during a recent presentation ceremony at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. He is pictured with Kevin Dresely, Assistant Scoutmaster of
Troop No. 78, of which Jeremy is a charter member.

WESTFIELD – Jeremy Nathan
Krell, the son of Dr. Todd and Annette
Krell of Westfield, recently achieved
Eagle Scout status – the highest rank
offered by the Boy Scouts of America.

The Westfield High School senior
selected as his Eagle Scout project to
rehabilitate a neglected area that bor-
dered his temple, Congregation Beth
Israel in Scotch Plains.

Jeremy planned new landscaping
around the grounds and recruited a
number of volunteers from his troop
and the temple to perform the work.

He arranged for most of the new
plants and landscaping materials to
be donated for the project. A number
of mid-project changes required flex-
ibility and perseverance to see the
project through to completion.

At school, Jeremy is a member of
the National and Spanish Honor So-
cieties; is on the Distinguished
Honor Roll and participates in many
activities, including the Tennis Club;
as a F.L.A.G. volunteer (teacher’s
aide for after-school Spanish class);
science teacher in the After School
Enrichment Program and as a Model
United Nations-World Summit del-
egate. He also is a founding member
of the Young Democrats Club and is
a member of the Spanish Club and
Key Club.

Outside of school, Jeremy has been
appointed to the Board of Directors,

JCC Camp Yachad/teen representa-
tive from Scotch Plains. He also is
very active in his temple and with the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains,
where he has worked as a counselor
for several years.

A charter member of Troop No. 78,
Jeremy has been a patrol leader, troop
historian and quartermaster during
his time with the troop. Besides his
required merit badges, he earned the
following non-required badges: Pets,
Dog Care, Fishing, Snow Sports,
Canoeing, Fingerprinting, Wilderness
Survival, Pioneering and Cooking.

Jeremy has attended Sabattis Ad-
venture Camp for several years and
has participated in many camping
and rafting trips. He went on the
troop’s first summer trek at Sabattis.

‘Like New’ Items Sought
For Library’s Book Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
invite residents to donate “like new”
books up until Friday, March 11, to
be resold at the library’s Book Sale.
The sale will take place from Thurs-
day through Saturday, March 17 to
19, at the library.

Fiction and non-fiction entries,
mysteries, cookbooks, gardening
books, how-to books, craft books and
children’s books are sought.

These items “should be in very
good condition, since they will be
resold,” said Friends President Bob
Czaja. “We cannot accept any books
that are damp, wet or musty.”

The Friends also are accepting gen-
tly-used videos, books-on-tape, com-
pact disks and audio cassettes for
resale.

“In addition, we are looking for
volunteers who would like to help
‘Friends’ with pre-publicity, book
sorting and staffing for the book sale,”
Mr. Czaja continued. “There will be a
sign-up sheet at the Circulation Desk
of the library for anyone who would
like to help us.”

Anyone wishing to volunteer or
donate books and/or other audio/vi-
sual products for the sale may come
to the library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, during regular library hours.

Live Music Performances
Set For February at JCC

SCOTCH PLAINS – Two special
nights of live music will be offered at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
of Central New Jersey’s Wilf Jewish
Community Campus, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Designed to showcase up and com-
ing bands, the first of these events
will take place Saturday, February
12, from 8 to 11 p.m. Westfield’s
Pick An Exit will open the program,
followed by headliner Jonah
Matranga.

Mr. Matranga, the former front
man for the band FAR, recently
toured with “Jimmy Eat World.”
The second evening of music is

scheduled for Saturday, March 26.
Net proceeds will benefit the Jew-

ish charity “Meir Panim, Soup
Kitchens in Israel.” Very limited
seating is available, so interested
persons are encouraged to make
reservations as soon as possible.

Tickets are $8 in advance and $10
at the door. For tickets and informa-
tion, please call JCC Teen Services
Director Mike Goldstein at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 218.

Statton Sale

SAVE
50% OFF

All Statton
Solid Cherry Bedrooms

& Dining Rooms

Mackie Furniture
Established in 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Featuring Harden, Nichols & Stone,

Madison Square, Moosehead, Lexington and more

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

Statton Furniture 18-Step Finishing Process

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is variable and based upon the prior four-week average of the 91-day U.S. Treasury Bill
discount rate plus 1.00%. Minimum interest rate is 1.50%. The current 91-day US Treasury Bill is 2.20%, resulting in an
APY of 3.25%. The APY assumes interest will remain on deposit. A withdrawal will reduce your APY. This offer may be
withdrawn without further notice. There is a substantial penalty for early withdrawal. 

I N S U R E D

Available Terms:

6 Months to
5 years

Minimum to open $1,000

TAKE THE HOME TOWN ADVANTAGE!

520 South Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

3.25APY
%TB

Open a Blue Devil CD and We’ll Add 1.00%

www.townbank.com

Simiones Welcome
Son, Rocco Frank

Rocco and Anne Simione of Point
Pleasant Beach, formerly of Fanwood,
have announced the birth of their son,
Rocco Frank Simione, on Tuesday,
January 4, at 1:37 p.m. at Saint Peter’s
University Hospital in New Brunswick.

Rocco weighed 7 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 19¾ inches in
length at birth.

He joins his sister, ToniAnn, age 7.

Reading is Good For You!
Subscribe to the newspaper at:

www.goleader.com

This Is Westfield 33rd Annual Editon

 May 5, 2005 Publication Date

Reserve Your Ad Space Now - sales@goleader.com

Northside Trattoria 
 

 
16 Prospect Street 

908.232.7320 

     Valentine’s Day 
Jazz Dinner 

Monday Feb. 14th 2005 
2 Seatings 6:30 & 9:30 

 
Join us with the one you love for a 5 course 

gourmet meal while being serenaded by the 
Master of Bosa Nova 

Mr. Paolo Pinho and his Trio di Brasilia. 
 

A unique dining experience for a Valentine’s Day 
you will not forget. 

Now Taking Reservations  
$175.00/couple 

Tax included, 18% Gratuity added at time of sale 

Due to the nature of these events  
all sales are final. 
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First Baptist Church Invites
Public to ‘A Taste of Russia’
WESTFIELD – The Mission Com-

mittee of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield will present a dinner en-
titled “A Taste of Russia” this Satur-
day, January 29, at 6 p.m. in its Fel-
lowship Hall at 170 Elm Street. All
are welcome.

The event will feature authentic
Russian cuisine and entertainment
provided by Russian Missions, a
Christian organization based in
Richboro, Pa.

Its founder, the Reverend Alexander
Yuchkovski, popularly known as Pas-
tor Sasha, will give presentations on
Russian culture and how churches
are responding to social needs in
Russia today.

Tickets are $5 and must be pur-
chased from the church office by to-
morrow, Friday, January 28, to guar-
antee proper seating. A special col-
lection also will be taken during the
dinner. All proceeds will benefit Rus-
sian Missions.

A non-profit organization, Russian
Missions serves Russian-speaking
people in the United States and needy
people of the former Soviet Union.

The group is active in the areas of

economic development, humanitarian
aid, such as helping orphans and other
at-risk children; hospice care, soup
kitchens and summer youth camps.

It also conducts ministries in pris-
ons, women’s shelters and orphan-
ages. For more information on the
organization’s work, please visit
www.russianmissions.org.

Shrove Tuesday Supper
Scheduled at FUMC
WESTFIELD – All are welcome to

attend the annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper on February 8 from
6:30 to 9 p.m. at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

The menu will include plain and
pecan pancakes with flavored
whipped cream, as well as ham, fruit,
juice, coffee, tea and water.

A Dixieland jazz band will provide
live music throughout the evening,
and attendees are welcome to dance.
The kitchen will close at 8 p.m. to
allow everyone to relax and enjoy the
music. The cost is $5 per person.

This event will serve as a fundraiser
to support the Education Ministry’s
Scholarship Fund. The church is lo-
cated at One East Broad Street. For
more information, please call the
church office at (908) 233-4211.

Holy Trinity to Commence
New RAINBOWS Program

VOICES IN CONCERT…Susan Vice, James R. Flath, Laurie Weeks Thomas,
Warren Fristensky and Julie Fristensky, pictured left to right, are among the
performers who will appear in a Winter Concert on Friday, February 4, at 8 p.m.
at the Community Presbyterian Church, located at Deer Path and Meeting House
Lane in Mountainside. Works by Mozart, Schubert, Grieg, Rossini and Belini will
be featured. All are welcome and admission is free.

Fanwood Library to Begin
New Series of Friday Films

Center For Hope Posts
Date For Charity Ball
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center

for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care,
1900 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
will hold its Annual Charity Ball on
Saturday, February 19, honoring As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan.

It will take place from 7:30 p.m. to
midnight at the L’Affaire Banquet Cen-
ter, Route 22, East, in Mountainside.
Tickets are $75 per person.

The event will include dinner, wine,
beer, soda and dancing to music by
“Class of ’57.” All proceeds will sup-
port the center’s hospice care pro-
grams for terminally ill patients and
their families. For information or tick-
ets, please call Mary Davis or Joan
Zyla at (908) 288-9114.

WESTFIELD – Beginning next
month, the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church of Westfield will
host another session of RAINBOWS
and PRISM for children age five to
12, with special exceptions for four-
year-olds based on maturity, and their
parents.

An international nonprofit organi-
zation, RAINBOWS fosters emo-
tional healing among children griev-
ing a loss due to death, divorce, sepa-
ration, illness, incarceration or some
other painful family transitions.

PRISM is a parallel discussion and
peer support group for parents, which
meets at the same time as the RAIN-
BOWS sessions.

Small peer groups meet to discuss
topics ranging from anger and guilt to
forgiveness. This is not counseling or
therapy, but a nurturing environment
that enables the children to share their
experiences and to support one an-
other.

Adult volunteers are trained as “lov-
ing listeners” to facilitate the groups.
Sessions run from 30 minutes to an
hour, depending on the age of the
children. In addition to discussion time,
the children play games, do art projects,
sing and write in their journals.

The anticipated start date of the
program is Tuesday, February 1, and
it is scheduled to run through Tues-
day, March 22. It will consist of six,
one-hour sessions held on Tuesday
nights from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Holy Trinity Grammar School, lo-
cated at 336 First Street in Westfield.

The RAINBOWS program is of-

fered free of charge, regardless of
school enrollment, religious affilia-
tion or town of residence. Additional
information is available at
www.rainbows.org.

To register a child for this program,
please send an email to
rainbowsofholytrinity@comcast.net
or call Lee Taylor at (908) 654-6396.

For more information, please call
Deacon Tom Pluta at Holy Trinity
Parish at (908) 233-0484 or the New
Jersey State Chapter of Rainbows at
(908) 608-0888. The State Chapter
office can provide referrals to other
sites or referrals for teenagers.

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library’s Friday Film Festival
will resume next month with four
movies, all of which will start at 7:30
p.m. at the library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

The library has noted that, thanks
to the Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library, films may now be viewed
via a giant screen home theater sur-
round sound system. All films remain
free of charge.

The new offerings begin February
4 with Spider-Man 2 (2004, PG-13).
This sequel to the 2002 original finds
Peter Parker now in college, still in
love with Mary Jane Watson but find-
ing his double life as a superhero is

having a devastating impact on his
civilian life.

The series continues February 11
with the romantic comedy Jersey Girl
(2004, PG-13). Ben Affleck stars as
the widowed father of a young daugh-
ter who, after losing his job as a New
York publicist, moves in with his
working class dad in New Jersey,
meets a young woman and learns to
accept who he really is.

On February 18, the library will
present Cold Mountain (2003, R). In
this film, a wounded Confederate
soldier embarks on a perilous journey
back home to North Carolina to re-
unite with his sweetheart in the wan-
ing days of the American Civil War.

The month’s offerings will con-
clude February 25 with The Terminal
(2004, PG-13). This comedy stars
Tom Hanks as a man who arrives at an
American airport just as his nation
has fallen in a coup. With his passport
and visa worthless, he is free to re-
main in the International Arrivals
Lounge, but forbidden to step on
American soil.

The series is co-sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial
Library with the cooperation of
Palmer Video in Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call the li-
brary at (908) 322-6400.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Noted Journalist to Discuss
‘New American Catholicism’
WESTFIELD – The Union County

affiliate of Voice of the Faithful will
sponsor a presentation by award-win-
ning journalist David Gibson next
Thursday, February 3, at 7:30 p.m. at
the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

A New Jersey native, Mr. Gibson
has written “The Coming Catholic
Church: How the Faithful are Shaping
a New American Catholicism.” He
will discuss the history of the laity in
governance of the Church and how the
laity can promote change and reform.

Mr. Gibson has penned articles for

The New York Times and the Newark
Star-Ledger; has produced documen-
taries for CNN and worked in Rome
for Vatican Radio for several years.

As a journalist, he covers all the
world’s religions and specializes in
reporting on the Catholic Church. He
currently lives in Brooklyn, N.Y. and
is working on a book about what it is
like to work at the Vatican.

Further information on VOTF New
Jersey is available at www.votfnj.org.
For details on the meeting or direc-
tions, please call (908) 654-7673 or
(908) 789-5043.

Fanwood Seniors Plan
Virginia Trip in April
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Se-

nior Citizens Club will sponsor a trip
to Virginia Beach and Williamsburg,
Va. from Tuesday through Friday,
April 26 to 29.

Round trip transportation will be
by way of Deluxe Motorcoach. This
four-day, three-night stay will be at
an oceanfront hotel, and will include
three full breakfasts, plus a dinner
cruise around Broad Bay.

Participants will visit the
MacArthur Memorial and the Naval
Station in Norfolk, as well as other
points of interest. They also will have
an opportunity to stroll along the
three-mile boardwalk.

A self-guided tour of Colonial
Williamsburg is planned, along with
a daytime show featuring comedian-
entertainer Charlie Prose. For infor-
mation and reservations, please call
Art Badala at (908) 889-4494.

Screenings Set Today
For Blood Pressure

FANWOOD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department will spon-
sor a free blood pressure screening
event today, Thursday, January 27,
from 11 a.m. to noon.

The program, to be held at the
Fanwood Memorial Library, is for
residents of those towns served by the
health department.

These include Fanwood, Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park and Springfield.
The library is located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road.

I know what it’s like to struggle with food: binge eating, cravings for

junk, nonstop snacking, going through life obese. I dieted, over and

over, knowing the results would be the same: some weight-loss, then

the feeling of deprivation. Then I gave up and the weight came back,

plus some. Most people know what this is like. It’s pretty awful.

I KNOW HOW AWFUL THIS IS BECAUSE I WAS OBESE.

I was on my first diet at age 10. But some years later, in a college

psychology class, I learned how humans develop habits and

behaviors. I also learned how we can break and “re-learn” even the

most ingrained habits and behaviors. It began to make sense: instead

of dieting and feeling deprived, I needed to change and re-learn my

relationship to food.

In time, I would seek the help of a therapist who was board certified

in hypnotherapy. Hypnotherapy, also called medical or clinical

hypnosis, is the use of hypnosis for medical and other ethical

purposes. It is NOT the same as hypnosis you see in nightclub acts.

One is awake and in control during clinical hypnosis.

That therapeutic experience changed my life and even my career

path. Today, I’m a board certified hypnotherapist.

Because I personally know what the struggle with food and weight is

like, my primary specialty is weight-loss and weight maintenance via

clinical hypnosis. I specialize in diet-free, deprivation-free change in

food preferences and desire.

Just as I did, you can re-program your relationship to food, in the

mind, where it was originally programmed. This process does NOT

involve medication, diets, surgery, special foods, supplements, or

group meetings. This is about harnessing the remarkable power of

the human mind, your remarkable mind.

Every year I help over 1,200 people, one person at a time, using the

same AMA-approved method I was introduced to through my

therapist. I know what your struggle is like. I also know how

empowering it is to be in control of food and weight. I want you to

experience the same empowerment. I’m here when you’re ready.

If You Would Like More Information....

PATIENT TESTIMONIALS

More impartial testimonials are available on my web site, or call

Linda in  my office.

BOOKS

Read books, or search the Internet, about neuroplasticity (how the

brain can ‘re-wire’ itself)

JUST THE FACTS

Medical hypnotherapy is AMA-approved, totally safe and risk-free

My patients enjoy a 96% success-rate

My patients need just 2 or 3 private appointments

CONTACT

Web site   www.MedicalHypnosis.info

Email   DrRonnyGlassman@aol.com

Phone   908-301-0039  Ask for Linda

Office Location:   Summit Road in Mountainside, NJ

BACKGROUND

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, PhD, MPH, is nationally board certified,

registered and insured. He is a Visiting Scholar at Columbia

University Medical School and a member-in-good-standing of

numerous professional associations, among them the American Board

of Hypnotherapy, and the International Association of Counselors and

Therapists. Dr. Glassman serves as an advisor to Rutgers University,

and has been an adjunct professor of psychology, sociology and

philosophy. He has guest lectured at the likes of Exxon, IBM, Mount

Sinai Medical Center, NYU, Cornell, and Robert Wood Johnson

Medical School. Dr. Glassman was educated at Rutgers, Columbia,

Harvard, Columbia State, and other schools. For a comprehensive

resume, please visit the web site or call the office.

“My Struggle With Food & Weight”

An open letter from

Dr. Ron Glassman of Mountainside, NJ
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Serving Westfield and Cranford Area

For Over 108 Years

With Dignity and Respect for all Faiths

318 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey

William A. Doyle, Manager

New Jersey License Number 2325

908-233-0143                     908-276-0092

Gray Funeral Home
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DEATH NOTICE
Nicholas Amicucci, 83, Was Supervisor;
Army Air Corps Veteran of Normandy

Megan V. Beck, 20, WHS Graduate;
Sorority President at Kean University

Sarah Cooke, 87, Pianist and Teacher;
Had Worked With Disabled Children
Sarah B. Rountree Cooke, 87, of

Fanwood died on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 19, at her home.

Born in Jersey City, she had lived
there and then in New York City
before moving to Fanwood in 1956.

A 1940 graduate of Jersey City
State Teachers College, Mrs. Cooke
had taught at the Abraham Lincoln
School in Clark prior to retiring in
1948. She later worked as a substi-
tute teacher in the Jersey City Public
School System.

She had also volunteered as a
teacher with 4H, working with chil-
dren with disabilities.

Mrs. Cooke was a longtime mem-
ber of the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church in Scotch Plains and the Pearl

Buck Foundation in Bucks County,
Pa. She also was an accomplished
pianist, having played at Steinway
Hall in New York City and for the
troops during World War II.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Robert T. Cooke, in 1999.

Surviving are a son, Thomas Fred
Cooke of Avenel; a daughter, June
Cooke Mahon of Holmdel, and four
grandchildren.

Graveside services were held on
Saturday, January 22, at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

January 27, 2005

Nicholas Amicucci, 83, a lifelong
resident of Westfield, died on Tues-
day, January 18, at Hartwyck Edison
Estates in Edison.

Mr. Amicucci had been a supervi-
sor at Ecolab, Inc. in Woodbridge for
42 years before retiring in 1983.

He was a United States Army Air
Corps veteran of World War II serv-
ing in the Ardennes, Central Europe,
Normandy, Northern France and
Rhineland campaigns with the 523rd
Fighter Squadron.

He was a 42-year member of the
Mountainside Elks Club, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks No. 1585
of Mountainside, and a member of
the American Association of Retired
Persons.

His son, the late Cranford Police
Officer Nicholas A. Amicucci, died
in 1994.

Surviving are a daughter, Vallorie
Campbell of Spotswood; his son-in-
law, Robert “Soupy” Campbell; his
daughter-in-law, Deborah Amicucci;
a sister, Adeline Albenius of Union; a
grandson, Nicholas Amicucci, and a
granddaughter, Lauren Hurdich.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Saturday, January 22, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue in
Cranford.

January 27, 2005

Megan Victoria Beck, 20, a life-
long resident of Westfield, died on
Wednesday, January 19, at JFK Medi-
cal Center in Edison.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Miss Beck was a junior at
Kean University in Union. She was
President of Theta Phi Alpha Sorority
at Kean University and was employed
by the university’s Athletic Depart-
ment.

Surviving are her parents, Geoffery
and Karen Beck; a sister, Erin Beck,
and her grandparents, Edward and
Doris Bishop of New Brunswick and

Doris B. Titsworth of Westfield.
A Mass of Christian Burial was

offered on Saturday, January 22, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Jude Children’s Hospital,
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, Tenn.
38105-1905.

January 27, 2005

Irene G. McCauley, 72, Had Been
Data Entry Operator at AT&T

George R. Sweet

DEATH NOTICE
George R. Sweet, 74, Was Executive;
Active in Rotary, Jaycees and CYO

Clifford H. Koppe, 92
Clifford H. Koppe, 92, of Whiting

died on Saturday, January 22, at the
Community Memorial Medical Cen-
ter in Toms River.

Born in New York City, he had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. and then to
Whiting in 2000.

Mr. Koppe had been a secretary for
Allaid Chemical Corporation in
Morristown for over 30 years, retir-
ing in 1976.

He was a member of the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Mildred Koppe, in 1959.

Surviving are three sons, Richard
Koppe of San Jose, Calif., Wayne
Koppe of Plymouth, Mich. and David
W. Koppe of Culpeper, Va.; three
grandchildren and a great-grandchild.

A graveside service will be held at
11 a.m. Saturday, January 29, at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
There will be no visitation.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the First United Methodist Church,
One East Broad Street, Westfield
07090.
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George R. Sweet, 74, of Woodloch
Springs, Hawley, Pa. died on Friday,
January 21, at home following a
lengthy illness.

Born in Linden, he was the son of
the late George E. and the late Flo-
rence (Ferry) Sweet. He had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to
Hawley.

A graduate of Linden
High School, Mr. Sweet
received a Bachelor of
Science degree from the
University of Notre Dame
in 1952, as well as a Mas-
ter of Business Adminis-
tration degree from New
York University. He had
been President of Sweet
Sign & Advertising Co.
in Linden.

Mr. Sweet was a 30-
year member of the Rotary Club, a
recipient of the Rotary Club’s Paul
Harris Fellow Award, and Past Presi-
dent of the Honesdale Rotary Club.

He also was a Catholic Youth Orga-
nization coach and moderator;
F.I.S.H. volunteer driver; member of
the University of Notre Dame and
NYU Alumni Associations; Past
President of Jaycees of Linden; Past
President of the Sales Executive Club
of Newark and a past member of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in
Scotch Plains.

He was a member of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Queen of Peace Church

of Hawley, Pa.
He is survived by his wife of 52

years, the former JoAnn Berg; a
daughter, Mary Sweet Palladino,
widow of Robert Palladino, of
Eagleville, Pa.; a daughter and son-
in-law, Susan and Alan Howarth of
Medford; two sons and daughters-in-

law, Thomas and Susan
Sweet of Pittsford, N.Y.
and John and Maria
Sweet of Doylestown,
Pa.; a sister and brother-
in-law, Margaret and
John Hubeny of Jupiter,
Fla.; 10 grandchildren
and several nieces and
nephews.

A Funeral Mass will
be offered Friday, Feb-
ruary 11, at 11 a.m. at
the Queen of Peace Ro-

man Catholic Church, 319 Chestnut
Avenue, Hawley.

Arrangements are by the Teeters’ Fu-
neral Chapel, Inc. of Hawley. For further
information, directions or to leave a
memorial remembrance (candle), please
visit www.teetersfuneralchapel.com.

Memorials may be made to Wayne
Memorial Hospice, c/o Wayne Me-
morial Hospital, 601 Park Street,
Honesdale, Pa. 18431.
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Irene Gwendolyn Matchett
McCauley, 72, of Scotch Plains died
on Thursday, January 20, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born in New Brunswick, she had
lived in Cranford before relocating to
Scotch Plains in 1963.

Mrs. McCauley had been employed
as a data entry operator with AT&T
Bell Labs in Murray Hill prior to
retiring in 1993.

She was a longtime member of St.
Mark AME Church in Cranford.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Samuel Irving Matchett and
Doris Blackshear Matchett; her sis-
ter, Delphine Holmes, and a son,
David McCauley, who died in 1961.

Surviving are her husband of 43
years, James McCauley; a son, Patrick

McCauley of North Plainfield; two
daughters, Pamela McCauley of
Elizabeth and Shawn Stewart of Villa
Rica, Ga.; a stepdaughter, Kelly Nulan
of Kansas City, Mo., and seven grand-
children.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, January 26, at St.
Mark AME Church. Interment fol-
lowed at Glendale Cemetery in
Bloomfield.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

Memorial donations may be made
to Jerseyland Park Community Cen-
ter, 783 Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains
07076 or St. Mark AME Church, 34
High Street, Cranford 07016.
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SPF BOE and PTA Roundtable
Highlights Range of School Issues

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Realizing
the importance of communication
with regards to education, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) and Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion (PTA) Council convened at
Terrill Middle School last Thursday
evening for an informal roundtable
discussion.

In this roundtable format, the BOE
and PTA Council each delivered two
questions to the other group, and
each group had a chance to respond.
Members of the public were then
invited to submit their own ques-
tions or comments.

PTA Council President Deborah
Brody delivered the first question to
the BOE, and it focused on the ongo-
ing contract negotiations with the
teachers in the district. The PTA
inquired as to the status of the nego-
tiations and whether they were ex-
pected to be resolved in the near
future.

Responding to the question, BOE
President Linda Nelson explained
that the answer to this question con-
sisted of four categories: education,
labor, employees and money.

She continued by stating the board
has been preparing for negotiations
since October.

“We are ready to go,” stated Ms.
Nelson. She noted that a series of six

negotiating sessions would begin by
the end of this month or the beginning
of February.

A follow-up question was posed to
the board, asking whether members
had considered any other negotiating
methods. Ms. Nelson explained that
things have gone better than people
thought. “You have to have respect
from both sides, and we had that,”
said Ms. Nelson.

Ms. Nelson also addressed open pub-
lic negotiations, saying she “doesn’t
see how that could ever happen” due to
the sensitivity of the issues and the
focus required in the sessions.

This brought up the question of
what the public could do to suggest
important issues or to voice concerns
over the negotiations. Ms. Nelson
stated that sending correspondence
to the BOE is the best possible solu-
tion.

PTA Council Vice-President Mar-
garet Ames mentioned that in previ-
ous years, she had difficulty in evalu-
ating information coming from nego-
tiations. She said that much of the
information she received was “third-
hand” due to the closed-door nature
of the sessions.

According to Ms. Ames, this time
around, she has taken a more neutral
stance and has somewhat distanced
herself from negotiations.

Ms. Brody then asked the PTA
Council’s second question, inquiring
as to whether the BOE had studied
the impact of eliminating the study
skills class a few years back. The
answer to this question, explained
Ms. Nelson and Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Carol Choye, came in
two areas – classroom management
and finances.

As Dr. Choye explained, the study
skills period – which took place after
lunch - was becoming more of a “prep
period” for teachers to clean erasers,
dust, and prepare lessons. The board
simply could not justify covering costs
associated with study skills – sala-
ries, etc. – for what appeared to be a
less-than-beneficial class.

“To me, that was wasted instruc-
tional time,” stated Dr. Choye.

Dr. Margaret Hayes, Assistant Su-
perintendent in Charge of Instruc-
tion, added that study skills and con-
cepts have already been absorbed into
the general curriculum. She stated
that study skills should not be taught
separate from the rest of the curricu-
lum, but rather “needs to be inte-
grated.”

It was now the BOE’s turn to ask a
question regarding candidates run-
ning for a seat on the BOE. Ms. Nelson
inquired what the PTA Council could
do to ensure that highly qualified

candidates served on the board.
Ms. Ames explained that many PTA

members preferred a more hands-on
approach to dealing with education.
She added that in many cases, the
PTA went outside of its own member-
ship to look for candidates.

Following the questions from the
PTA and the BOE, several audience
members had the chance to question
or comment on other issues.

Susan Rau, a member of one of the
PTA standing committees, wondered
why this year’s spring recess was so
late compared to previous years.

Dr. Choye explained that in mak-
ing up the calendar, the board takes
into consideration a variety of fac-
tors. This year, Easter falls earlier, so
there would be a three-month period
where Memorial Day would be the
only break for students.

This and other factors led to spring
recess being moved to late April, Dr.
Choye said.

“I try to do the fairest calendar I
can,” she remarked.

John Kubie asked about the assess-
ment of and changes to the curricu-
lum. Dr. Hayes explained that the
curriculum review takes place every
five years, with the first step being
assessment.

Following the initial assessment,
changes are recommended and imple-
mented, with the final stage being
teachers’ changes to documents and
instructional pieces. She added that
curriculum can be modified off-cycle
if certain things are noticed that need
to be addressed.

Following the roundtable, Ms.
Nelson commented to The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the event ap-
peared to have been a success. She
commented that the turnout and inter-
est displayed a sense of concern among
parents for their children’s education,
adding that both sides’ questions re-
flected important issues within the
school system.

More Education/ Community News

Assistance Is Available
For Income Tax Forms
SCOTCH PLAINS – Federal and

state income tax forms will be pre-
pared free of charge for senior citi-
zens, disabled and low-income per-
sons at three area locations from
Wednesday, February 9, to Friday,
April 15, by appointment.

This program will be offered at the
Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue, (908) 322-5007; St.
Helen’s Parish Center, 1600 Rahway
Avenue, Westfield, (908) 232-1867,
and the Westfield Community Cen-
ter, 558 West Broad Street, Westfield,
(908) 232-4759.

A New Jersey tax form must be
filed for a Homestead or Tenant Re-
bate, even if an individual has no
taxable income.

DEATH NOTICE
Joan A. Slifer, 72, Had Been Active

With Local PTA and Rosary Society
Joan Audrey Slifer, 72, of Lake-

wood died peacefully on Monday,
January 24, at the Meridian Hospice
Center in Brick, after a long and cou-
rageous battle with cancer.

Born in Newark, she was raised in
Kearny and had lived in Scotch Plains
from 1956 until 2002, when she
moved to Lakewood.

A graduate of Queen of Peace High
School in North Arlington, Mrs. Slifer
was a former member of the Parent-
Teacher Association in Scotch Plains
and a former member of the Rosary
Society at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains.

The proud mother of five loving
children, she was active in the com-
munity, was an avid reader, and in
particular, loved to travel.

She is survived by her devoted hus-
band of 50 years, Gerald; a daughter,
Patrice Raneri and her husband, Pe-
ter, of Madison; four sons, Jeffrey
and his wife, Lynn, of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Fla., John and his wife, An-
gela, of Westfield, Rob and his part-
ner, Michael Mueller, of Spring Lake,
and James and his wife, Kim, of
Fanwood, and 10 grandchildren.

The funeral will be at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, January 29, from the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
will follow at 11 a.m. at the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church. Crema-
tion will be private.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Friday,
January 28, at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Meridian Hospice, 615
Hope Road, Eatontown, N.J. 07724.
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DEATH NOTICE
Kay Flamm, 88

Kay Flamm, 88, of Lauderhill, Fla.
died on Saturday, January 15, at Uni-
versity Hospital in Tamarac, Fla.

Born in Far Rockaway, N.Y., she
had lived in Brooklyn, N.Y., Califor-
nia and Westfield before moving to
Lauderhill 10 years ago.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Gil Flamm, in 1994.

Surviving are a son and daughter-
in-law, Bruce and Harriet Flamm; a
daughter, Andrea Flamm of New York;
a granddaughter, Sheryl Flamm of
North Brunswick, and a sister, Berniece
Rivkin of Delray Beach, Fla.

Graveside services were held on
Tuesday, January 18, at the New
Montefiore Cemetery in West
Babylon, N.Y.

Arrangements were by the River-
side Chapel of Tamarac, Fla.

January 27, 2005

Hypertension Clinic
On Tap February 8

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains will hold its
monthly Hypertension (High Blood
Pressure) Screening Clinic on Tues-
day, February 8, from 10 a.m. to noon.

The free clinic will be offered in
the Scotch Plains Public Library Com-
munity Room, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

The intent of the clinic is to iden-
tify new cases of high blood pressure.
Persons over age 30 who smoke or
are overweight, or who have a family
history of heart disease or diabetes,
and have not had their blood pressure
checked recently are urged to attend.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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St. Bartholomew School Sets
Annual Open House on Feb. 1

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School has
scheduled its annual open house for Tues-
day, February 1, from 9 to 11:15 a.m.

The school will be celebrating Catho-
lic Schools Week with a series of spe-
cial events extending from Sunday,
January 30, through Friday, February
4, that emphasize this year’s theme, “A
school with faith in every student.”

As part of this celebration, the
school invites the community to visit
during its open house to observe
classes in session, meet representa-
tives of its Home School Association,
and receive information about regis-
tration for the 2005-2006 school year.

Additional activities planned for
the Catholic Schools Week celebra-
tion include a noon liturgy on Sun-
day, January 30, at St. Bartholomew’s

Church that will be followed by a
school facility tour, a Student Appre-
ciation Day on Monday, January 31,
with special athletic events sched-
uled for all grades, and a Family Fun
Afternoon with ice skating for stu-
dents and their families at the Union
Sports Arena on Friday, February 4.

Registration for the 2005-2006 school
year will be held on Monday, February
7, at 7 p.m. in the school cafeteria.

St. Bartholomew Interparochial
School is a Catholic elementary
school serving grades pre-Kindergar-
ten through eight and located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

For more information about the
open house and registration, please
call the school office at (908) 322-
4265 or visit the school website at
www.sbis.org.

DECA Students Succeed
At Regional Competitions

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
DECA Chapter, an association of mar-
keting students, participated in its an-
nual Regional Competition on January
6 at Middlesex County College.

DECA students spent the day tak-
ing tests and preparing and present-
ing their business skills through role-
plays to judges of 19 different team
and individual event categories.

Competing against a large number
of high school students, 29 from
SPFHS walked away with awards that
qualify them to attend the DECA State
Conference. This annual competition
will be held in Cherry Hill from
Wednesday to Friday, March 16 to 18.

First-year DECA advisor Joe
Franzone noted that he was very proud
of all those that achieved on a high level.

Awards were won in 12 of the dif-
ferent categories by sophomores, jun-
iors and seniors. Outstanding com-
petitors included E-Commerce Man-
agement team Chris D’Annunzio and
Jason Krueger, Food Marketing Man-
agement individual Rob Lasher,
Quick Serve Restaurant Management
individual Briana Berry, and Retail
Merchandising Management indi-
vidual Terrence Charles.

All of these seniors won first place
awards for overall performance.

In the Sports and Entertainment
Marketing Team event, Dan Ragan
and Gary Herzberg finished with a
second place overall award. Chris
Ryskasen and Brian Allen also placed
among the top eight E-commerce
Management team event qualifiers.

In the Travel and Tourism team

event, Jeremy Sanders and Stefano
Gaetano won second place overall,
Ben Vogel and Mike Baumwoll won
third place, and Becky Lundgren and
Katherine Paseka placed among the
top eight qualifying teams.

In the Financial Services team
event, Chris Doremus and Kyle
Rzonca took home an award for plac-
ing second overall. And in the Hospi-
tality Services team event, Dan
Birnbaum and John Monti placed
among the top eight qualifiers.

Other awards were won in individual
categories. The following students placed
among the top 17 in their event catego-
ries to qualify for State competition:
Katie Devlin in the Apparel and Acces-
sories Associate Marketing Series; Jon
Birnbaum and Greg Leischner in Quick
Serve Restaurant Management; Sean
Smith in Food Marketing Management
Series; Grant Darwin and Chris Nilsen
in Business Services Marketing; Joscelyn
Chang, Liz Elko and Eric Ajuluchukwu
in Food Marketing Associate Series;
and Jared Chmielnik in the Retail Mer-
chandising Associate Series.

SPECIAL PROCLAMATION…Westfield Mayor Gregory McDermott, seated
above with Holy Trinity Interparochial School (HTIS) students, conferred a
proclamation honoring Catholic Schools Week at HTIS in Westfield. It noted the
values and academic excellence upheld by the school.

WESTFIELD - Westfield Mayor
Gregory McDermott issued an offi-
cial proclamation noting that Catholic
Schools Week will be marked from
Sunday, January 30 to Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5, at Holy Trinity Interparochial
School (HTIS) in Westfield.

Noah Penders and Jordan Lukowiak
participated in reading aloud the proc-
lamation.

The decree included the fact that
Holy Trinity is now in its 89th year of
service to the Westfield community by
noting, “The school and its students
are a source of value, pleasure and
pride in the Town of Westfield.”

The proclamation also stated that
HTIS “is committed not only to the
development of academic excellence
and principles of citizenship, but to the
teaching of religion and life values.”

HTIS will celebrate Catholic
Schools Week with activities at the
Westfield campus for grades 1 through
8. Programs are also slated at the
Mountainside campus for kindergar-
ten and the three-, four-, and two-and-
a-half-year-old groups.

Banners representing “Faith in Every
Student” will be hung during the masses
to celebrate the start of Catholic Schools
Week beginning on Sunday, January 30.
These masses will be held at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield at
9:15 a.m.; Our Lady of Lourdes Church
in Mountainside at 9:30 a.m.; and at Holy

Trinity Roman Catholic Church at noon.
An open house will follow the

noon mass at HTIS in Westfield,
which is located at 336 First Street.
Principal Dorothy Szot will welcome
current and future parents and will
begin the registration process for
2005-2006 academic year. Parents
will be able to tour the facility in
Westfield, while meeting teachers
from both campuses.

Parents of two-year-old, pre-school
and kindergarten children may attend
an open house at the Mountainside
campus, located at 300 Central Av-
enue, Mountainside, on Friday, Janu-
ary 28, beginning at 9:30 a.m. The
director of that facility, Leslie Lewis,
will be available to answer questions
and help with the tours.

Classroom visitations in Westfield
will be held on Tuesday, February 1,
from 9 to 11 a.m. and at the
Mountainside campus on Wednesday,
February 2, from 9:15 to 11:15 a.m.
and 12 to 1 p.m. Parent’s are welcome
to visit each child’s class during teacher
instruction for a 10-minute period.

Other highlights of the week include
Teacher Appreciation Monday. Stu-
dents will give flowers and notes to the
teachers, while sharing an early morn-
ing breakfast with all of the teachers.
The students will also be treated to an
ice cream social during the week.

Sixth grade teacher Patricia Green
and Religious Education Director, Sis-
ter Kathy Burton, have organized a
student retreat day for Thursday. “Dress
down Friday,” which will include an
afternoon of roller-skating at United
Skates in Woodbridge, will highlight
the week for the youngsters. The par-
ents and Home School Association,
will provide a special luncheon on Fri-
day for the teachers and staff.

For more information regarding the
Mountainside campus, please call
(908) 233-1899 or the Westfield cam-
pus (908) 233-0484.

Dangerous roads. Slippery sidewalks.
No milk in the fridge.

Soon you’ll be wishing Mom lived with us.
At Sunrise Senior Living, residents never
need to contend with Mother Nature.
They have our professional, caring staff with
them—along with friends, great dining,
activities, even a full service beauty/barber
shop on-site.

Before the next storm hits, find out what a
Sunrise community has to offer—a variety
of living arrangements, personalized
assistance and care, amenities and services,

delicious meals, stimulating activities,
and scheduled group outings. Our resident-
centered approach to senior living puts
residents first, giving them options to meet
their individual needs and wishes.

Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living
community to see what we do to make
our communities into places seniors
can call home.

* Limited quantities available.
One book per visitor.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Concerned about
an aging parent?

Find answers to your questions
in this book, “How to Care

for Aging Parents.”
AARP calls it “Indispensable!”

Tour a community today
for your FREE copy.*

Dorson Baby Care, Inc. 
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your 

baby?  Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care  
that you and your baby deserve! 

We ProvWe Provide: e: 

LivLive-in, n, LivLive-outout, full , full and partand part time babyby 

nurseses & nas & nannnnies s 

BaBaby aby and fd family support just aily support just after childbr childbirth 

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse 
(973) 672-7691  (732) 376-0003 

www.dorsonhomecare.com 

Accredited by the NJ  

Commission on Accreditation  

for Home Care, Inc.   

OUR 28TH YEAR OF SERVICE

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER 1-800-762-8378

WWW.ESCTESTPREP.COM PSAT / SAT

CHATHAM, SCOTCH PLAINS,
SUMMIT, METUCHEN, EDISON

Small groups & Low tuition
Improve 100, 150, 200 + points

Powerful test taking tips
Certified Teachers

NEW WRITING SECTION

Cedars and Cypresses

When we speak of
evergreens, usually we limit
our discussions to pines,
spruces and firs.  Addition-
ally, two very interesting
and attractive genuses
are the cedars and the
cypresses.

Motion pictures
have caused us to con-
sider cypresses as
strictly Southern trees.
But in fact, more grow
native out West than in
the South.  But the cy-
presses need not be cat-
egorized geographically.
They are grown right
here in the Northeast.
Also, a columnar rela-
tive is quite common around
our gardens.  It is known as
the arbor-vitae.

Some botanists de-
scribe cypress leaves as
scale-like.  Others prefer to
call them lacy or weblike.
They are especially useful
and attractive when design-
ing or planting for texture.

Cedars’ foliage is
quite different from those of
the cypresses.  It is soft, flat
and stubby, often growing in

TREE TIPS:
By: Martin Schmiede, President of Schmiede Tree Expert Company

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE EXPERT CO., INC.  • 908-233-TREE

dense bunches.  Both cedars
and cypresses are planted
easily, have few enemies
and grow in a variety of
shapes and sizes.

Cypresses lend
themselves conveniently to
“poodling”.  This is a tech-
nique by which densely py-
ramidal trees, like the blue
false cypress, are systemati-
cally re-shaped into open
trees with tufts of foliage on
branch ends.

While, as noted, ce-
dars and cypresses can be
grown with ease and require
little care, we recommend
leaving “poodling” to ex-

perts.  We mention the
technique only because it
has been so successful.

The hinochi cy-
presses, especially the

nana variety, probably
are the slowest growing
but also the most ex-
pensive cypress trees on
the market.  They grow
about one inch annu-
ally.  If they reach a
height of sixty inches,
they are priceless speci-
mens.

The most im-
pressive tall cedars
have powerful green
branches.  Yet they are
slender and graceful

and even hug the ground
at some points.  The
wood is fragrant and is
used to make incense.

Legend has it that
Solomon’s Temple was
built with wood from
Lebanese cedar trees.
Whether true or not, it is
a deserved honor for im-
pressive trees.

Try growing some
cedars – and some cy-
presses, too.  They’re nice!

Cypress Trees

Holy Trinity School Reports
Catholic Schools Week Plans

SMAC 2005 ‘Relay for Life’
Kick-Off Planned at SPFHS
SCOTCH PLAINS – SMAC, the

Student Movement Against Cancer, will
host its annual “Relay for Life” kick-
off on Thursday, February 3, from 2:35
to 4 p.m. and 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
multipurpose room at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS).

Organized by SPFHS students with
the support of local communities,
SMAC raised over $100,000 in 2004
to support American Cancer Society
research, education, patient services
and advocacy. This year, SMAC hopes
to bring 100 teams together to raise a
record amount.

The purpose of the kick-off is to

provide information to the commu-
nity about how they can get their friends
and family involved. Team captain
packets and information will be pro-
vided to get teams formed and funds
raised to help make a difference.

Refreshments and prizes will be
included throughout the day.

The “Relay for Life” will be held
on Friday and Saturday, June 10 and
11, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

For more information and full de-
tails about “Relay for Life,” please
call Diane Berry at (908) 354-7373,
extension no. 209 or e-mail
Diane.Berry@cancer.org.

College Club Scholarship
Applications Now Available
FANWOOD — Special applica-

tions forms for Fanwood-Scotch
Plains College Club scholarships for
Academic year 2005-2006 are now
available at the Counseling Office of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Applicants must be young women
in their senior year of high school
who are current residents of Fanwood
or Scotch Plains, or female under-
graduates presently in college seek-
ing a Bachelor of Arts degree who
were residents of either community
when they graduated from high
school.

Awards totaling $21,000 were made
in 2004 based on financial need, aca-
demic achievement and character. The
application, along with a reference
from a teacher/professor or counse-
lor, transcripts of grades (high school
and college, if applicable), as well as

SAT scores, must be postmarked no
later than Tuesday, March 1, and ad-
dressed to Rosemary Gousman,
Scholarship Co-Chairman, 23 Beech
Avenue, Fanwood, 07023.

Since total application materials
may require additional postage, it is
advisable to have the packet weighed
at the post office to ensure delivery.
Hand-delivered applications cannot
be accepted.

Elementary Parents Will
Hear Study Skills Tips
WESTFIELD — Parents of chil-

dren attending the Westfield Public
Schools in kindergarten through fifth
grade are invited to attend “Strength-
ening Study Skill at Home,” a presen-
tation prepared by five department
supervisors responsible for several
subject areas.

The meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, February 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Tamaques Elementary School audi-
torium, located at 641 Willow Grove
Road in Westfield.

Dr. Regina Kiczek, Math Supervisor
K-12; Dr. Maria Schmidt, Social Stud-
ies Supervisor K-12; Dr. Linda King,
Fine Arts Supervisor K-12; Barbara
Ball, Language Arts Supervisor K-8;
Robert Roth, World Languages Super-
visor K-8; and Cheryl Dunkiel, Super-
visor of the Gifted and Talented Pro-
gram will present techniques for par-
ents to help their elementary school
children study at home. There will also
be time during the meeting allotted for
questions.

Following the first parents’ meeting
with the department supervisors in Sep-
tember in which curriculum initiatives
were discussed, parents requested other
topics for future meetings. Study skills
was at the top of the request list.

Syracuse University
Honors Beckerman

SCOTCH PLAINS – Sara
Beckerman of Scotch Plains, a
sophomore at the College of Arts
and Sciences at Syracuse University
in New York, was named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2004 semester. She is
majoring in communication sciences
and disorders.
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ERIN MILLER BUCKETS 18 POINTS, SWIPES 9 STEALS

Elizabeth Hits 10 Threes, Top
Blue Devil Hoop Girls, 61-38

RAIDER AJ WATSON UPSETS SHAFFER, 7-6, AT 152-LBS

Raiders Cruise to Mat Victory
Over Wounded Blue Devils

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Amatullah Abdur-Rahman and
Qiana Porter combined for 10 three-
pointers, six in the final quarter, to
catapult the visiting Elizabeth High
School girls basketball team to a
61-38 victory over Westfield on
January 20. Eight of those 3-point-
ers came after the 4-8 Blue Devils

tied the game, 25-25, midway the
third quarter.

Erin Miller, whose legerdemain
earned her nine steals, bucketed 10 of
her 18 points in that third quarter
when the Blue Devils out-shot the 6-
6 Lady Minutemen, 16-11. Stephanie
Slodyczka, who had five rebounds,
Gabriele O’Leary and Kate Cronin
contributed four points apiece. Lady

Minutemen Abdur, who hit five 3-
pointers, finished with 18 points and
Porter, who hit the other five 3-point-
ers, totaled 15 points. Marybelle
Montas finished with 14 points.

After scoring the first two points of
the game, the Blue Devils’ passing
impatience allowed the Lady Min-
utemen to make several steals which
led to nine unanswered points. Later
on, the Lady Minutemen again took
advantage of bad passes and added
six more unanswered points to carry
a 17-8 lead to the second quarter.

The Blue Devils were effective with
their defensive mode in the second
quarter. Miller, the recipient of two
fine assists from O’Leary, netted four
points while Lauren Sinnenberg rolled
in a lay up and O’Leary hit two free
throws to grab an 8-7 edge in the
quarter to trail 24-16 at the half.

Miller made several strong and suc-
cessful drives to the basket as the
Blue Devils cruised to a 9-1 run to tie
the score with 4:17 left in the third
quarter. However, the sign of things
to come opened eyes when Abdur-
Rahman and Porter immediately
nailed back to back 3-pointers. The
Blue Devils answered with a 7-4 run
and trailed, 35-32, entering the final
quarter.

“They had to settle down a little

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Only five bouts were contested at
the varsity level between host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
Westfield but of those bouts two could
have been considered upsets when
the Raiders, which received eight for-
feits, won 54-15 on January 19. The
wounded Blue Devils grabbed two
victories via fall and another by deci-
sion while the Raiders picked up a
fall and a decision.

Since Westfield could send only
five varsity wrestlers to the mat, sev-
eral Raider big guns did not have the
opportunity to compete and just re-
ceived forfeits. On the other hand,
both teams had a significant number
of competitors at the junior varsity
level.

In the first varsity bout of the
evening, Raider Joe Bachi won a 10-
6, overtime decision over Mark Boyd
at 160-lbs. Boyd began the bout with
a first period takedown but Bachi
rebounded with an escape and a
takedown. In the second period, Bachi
added a takedown but Boyd got two
takedowns in the third period while
yielding an escape to send the bout
into overtime. Bachi then pulled off a
four-point maneuver by taking Boyd

to the mat on his back.
At 171-lbs, Blue Devil Dan

Whitney upped his record to 12-2 by
settling Rob Bethea in 2:20. Whitney
had a takedown and two nearfalls to
carry an 8-0 lead into the second
period where he again took Bethea
straight to the mat on his back.

In the thind bout, Raider Sal Gano
bumped up to 125-lbs to face Colin
MacKay. Gano appeared to be taking
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FABIANO WINS BIG SHOWDOWN BOUT AGAINST ORR

Raider Wrestlers Tranquilize
Roaring Linden Tigers, 42-22

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Several exciting bouts made the
match very interesting in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team’s, 42-22, victory over a
strong Linden team that had returned
six Region 3 qualifiers from last year.
The most exciting bout came at the
heavyweight class where Raider Marc
Fabiano extended his record to 16-0
with a 2-1 sudden death, overtime
victory of 2004 District 11 champ
Ronnell Orr.

Both Orr and Fabiano carried four
years of varsity mat savvy into the
showdown that could have major
implications as to who would receive
the top seed for the Union County
Tournament to be held February 4-5.
After a standing first period, Fabiano
escaped in the second period and Orr
escaped in the third period to push the

bout to overtime. After a scoreless
period, Fabiano chose the down posi-
tion and escaped in 12 seconds to
claim the victory.

“I knew he was a great wrestler. I
had to go after him, work my shots,
wear him out and take him into the
third (period),” said Fabiano. “In over-
time, he was laid back and I was
looking for my shots. He wasn’t giv-
ing me much but I knew I would
escape in sudden death.”

The Raiders took a 6-0, team lead
when Pat Mineo pinned Mark
Horzepa (Region 3 qualifier) in 1:52
using a front stretcher in the 140-lb
bout then Raider Anthony Ferrante
pulled off a 2-1, sudden death victory
over tough Marco Renderos, who
specialized in leg wrestling from the
top position, at 145-lbs. Ferrante, who
scored the first points of the bout,
chose the down position in the sud-

den death and escaped in four sec-
onds to claim victory.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE BOUT TO OVERTIME…Blue Devil Marc Boyd, front, and Raider Joe Bachi were knotted in a tie that took
their 160-lb bout to overtime. Bachi scored a takedown and a two-point tilt in overtime to win 10-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A NEED TO GUARD CLOSELY…Blue Devils Gabriele O’Leary, No. 10, and
Danielle Infantino, No. 24, guard Lady Minuteman Qiana Porter closely. Porter
nailed five 3-pointers in the game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WARDING OFF AN ATTACK…Raider Anthony Ferrante, right, defends against
a takedown attempt by Tiger Marco Renderos in the 145-lb bout. Ferrante won
in sudden death overtime.



Page 12  Thursday, January 27, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
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CLARK $379,000 CRANFORD $435,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $429,500 SCOTCH PLAINS $719,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $749,900

WESTFIELD $679,000

Great opportunity!  This spacious Split Level on a 60’x107’ lot boasts
wood floors, 19’ Living Room with bow window and a 25’ Family
Room.  Improvements include roof, sliding and thermo windows.
Located near Hehnly School it is also convenient to shops and Gar-
den State Parkway.

Great north side Colonial offers a new Kitchen with custom cabi-
nets and stainless steel appliances, 3-4 Bedrooms, Formal Dining
Room, large Living Room and deck.  A must see!

A picturesque home!  Charming 4 Bedroom, 2-bath home with park-
like yard.  Set on a quiet cul-de-sac, this home offers a newer Eat-In
Kitchen, wood floors, bay windows, wood-burning fireplace, updated
baths, and newer furnace.  Conveniently located near schools, shop-
ping and transportation.

Beautiful 10 room center hall Colonial on a half acre of private
grounds at the edge of the Watchung Reservation is very spacious
and gracious.  Includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, great Kitchen and
Family Room, 2 fireplaces, is in great condition.and loaded with
amenities.

Move right into this charming and up-to-date Westfield Colonial
that features a front porch, spacious Kitchen and Family Room, 4
Bedrooms, Central Air Conditioning, office/studio over garage and
so much more.  Great location.  Close to town and train.

A home to appreciate!  You’ll fall in love with this gleaming 3 bath,
4 Bedroom home filled with quiet quality and includes a Family
Room, Florida Room, den and 2 fireplaces.  Ideal for an extended
family with a spacious first floor Bedroom/Sitting Room.

Stopped by to see the WHS girls play
Irvington last week and it was my first
view of the “new” WHS gymnasium. It
gets five stars from this corner.

I wasn’t sure how I’d like it, having
grown up in the days when the gym was
always packed for basketball games
and wrestling matches on both sides of
the gym. I hadn’t been inside for a
while and my mind immediately flashed
back to the days of the standing room
only crowds watching Bob King and
Tim Goski, Bob Felter and Boo Bow-
ers, Dave Morash and Chris Campbell,
Frank Jackson and John Iglar. And the
great Plainfield and Scotch Plains bas-
ketball teams, the wrestling matches
with Hunterdon Central and
Phillipsburg.

It was all very different. Now it’s just
a new – and enlarged – stands on one
side, mostly filled by some parents, but
very few students. The players’ seats
and the scorer’s table are on the other
side. Above where the players sit, blue
and white banners display the awesome
history of WHS sports, listing all the
Watchung Conference, Union County,
sectional and state champion teams by
the year. An excellent job.

And speaking of the girls’ basketball
team, there’s a lot of buzz about the
standout group of freshmen – Erin
Miller, Gabriele O’Leary, Stephanie
Slodyczka, Danielle Infantino and
scrappy Rose Driscoll – who have
helped make WHS a very watchable
team this winter. Some people are said
to be comparing them to the group that
helped put Marlboro on the girls’ bas-
ketball map about five years ago.

Let’s hope the WHS girls (and their
parents) can keep it together better than
the Marlboro group did. Yes, the Mus-
tangs did win a lot of games, and even
some sectional and group titles. But that
was at the expense of a lot of grey hairs
for their coaches, and a lot of reported
backbiting and infighting. It was some
really good years that could’ve been
something really special and probably a
lot more enjoyable for all involved. It
could be something similar – good or
bad – for the Blue Devils over the next
few years.

TRIVIA QUESTION
Who was the last WHS wrestler to

win a state championship?
CONTEST UPDATE

It’s now seven entries and counting in
our What Year Was the Best at WHS
contest. For any first-time readers, the
object is to guess which school year had
the best winning percentage, for all
sports, in WHS history. Remember, up
until 1971 or 1972, it was all-male sports.
But girls’ sports have been historically
very strong at WHS, so their addition
into the mix will be an improvement on
the boys’ record in some years.

If you want to enter, and possibly win
a night at the Jolly Trolley with the
Corbin brothers, just send an email to

The New Gym is Just Dandy
In Eyes of This Old-Timer

me at the address below with your guess.
It’s that simple. Remember, only one
entry per person. In case of a tie, there
will be a tiebreaker, unless the Corbins
decide to splurge.

A GOOD READ
If you’re a high school sports fan –

and if you’re reading this column, that
means you probably are – you might
want to pick up a copy of the book
“Master Mentor.” It’s about New Jersey
coaching legend Joe Coviello, whose
Memorial (West New York) teams held
the state record for consecutive games
without a loss before it was broken by
Westfield, and coach Gary Kehler, in
the early 1970s.

Interestingly, the book was written by
Warren Wolf, one of Coviello’s former
assistant coaches at Memorial. Wolf has
gone on to become the winningest foot-
ball coach in New Jersey history at
Brick High School in Ocean County. If
interested, send $29.99 (includes ship-
ping) to Warren Wolf, 525 Nicholas
Road, Brick, N.J. 08724-4619.

NOBODY ASKED ME BUT …
I can’t wait for the day when wres-

tling coach Glen Kurz gets to play with
a full hand. Forfeiting eight or nine
bouts every match – and thus starting
out down 48- or 54-0 – has to be tough
on morale. To their credit, the guys who
are wrestling are doing well, especially
Mark Boyd, Andrew Shaffer and Dan
(The Submaker) Whitney.

AMAZING ADAM
Belated congratulations to Adam

Turner, WHS Class of 2002, for scor-
ing his 1,000th career point recently
for Bard College in Kingston, N.Y.
Only the fourth Raptor to reach that
mark, Turner still has another year to
add to his total.

At WHS, Turner was a solid player,
but played on teams that included scor-
ers like Dan Deserio, Jay Cook, Eric
Turner and Jimmy McKeon. So most of
his work in high school was setting
picks, rebounding and playing defense,
which helped the Blue Devils go 15-9
his senior year and win a first-round
game in the state tournament.

BATTLE OF THE SEXES
Today at the Westfield Y’s Wallace

Pool, the WHS boys swim team will
take on the WHS girls swim team in a
fundraising event starting at 2:30 p.m.
Admission will be charged. Swimmers
will be limited to two swims (only one
individual) and it will all be for fun.
Even if you don’t know any of the
swimmers, come out and help the swim
team raise some money.

TOO YOUNG
The WHS swimming family lost a

beloved member last week when Megan
Beck (Class of 2002) passed away from
lung cancer at the much-too-young age
of 20. Megan wasn’t a standout swim-
mer, but she did win four varsity letters.
She was well known for her team spirit,
bubbly personality and her smile.

200 CLUB
WHS girls’ tennis coach Ed Tirone

joined the school’s 200-victory club this
season. After a 17-2 season, Tirone’s
11-year record is now 200-44, with three
Union County, three sectional and one
state championship. Tirone has also piled
up a bunch of wins as the Millburn boys’
tennis coach.

Speaking of milestones, Maggie
McFadden has 397 victories as the WHS
field hockey and (former) softball coach.
With three wins next fall, she will join
Gary Kehler, George Kapner, Walt
Clarkson and Carol Donner in the rari-
fied air of the WHS 400-victory club.

REMEMBER WHEN …
Jan. 30, 2004: Ryan Bartholomew

becomes the first swimmer to win the
50-yard freestyle four consecutive years
at the Union County Championships.
Former WHS star Darren Hertell is the
only swimmer to win two events (200
IM, 100 back) four straight years at the
county meet.

Jan. 31, 2003: WHS swimmers Ryan
Bartholomew, Vinny Shen, Zack Coppa
and Chris Heinen swim a 1:29.53 in the
200-yard freestyle relay at the Union
County Championships to break a 38-
year-old meet record. The previous mark
of 1:30.2 was set in 1965 by Dave
Perkowski, Doug McOwen, Harvey
Gerber and Peter Heesch.

If anyone knows the date of a major
happening (big game/meet/match, birth-
day, death, school record etc.) in WHS
sports history, please e-mail me at the
address below and it will be included in
the weekly “remember when” part of
the Den.

HALL OF FAME ADDITIONS
Two inductees in the Westfield Ath-

letic Hall of Fame have been added to
the group’s Board of Trustees. Owen
Brand, a 2000 inductee, and Kathy
Luckey, who was honored in 2002, are
the 14th and 15th members of the
trustees.

Anyone who would like to nominate
somebody for induction into the
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame should
contact Ed Tranchina at the WHS ath-
letic office for a form to fill out about
that athlete/coach/team.

TRIVIA ANSWER
You have to go back to 1976, when

Chuck Cosenza posted an 8-2 victory
over Kevin Smith of Madison Town-
ship (now Old Bridge) in the 148-
pound final at Princeton’s Jadwin
Gym. WHS’s Jerry Gottlick was
runnerup that year, falling 6-3 to
Lakewood’s Doug Parise in the 135
final. They were part of a tough middle
of the lineup that included Gottlick
(26-2-1 at 135), Joe Birmingham (20-
3-1 at 141), Cosenza (25-2 at 148) and
Bill Hunziker (14-2 at 158).

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den appears
every Thursday in the Westfield Leader.
Contact him with comments or ideas at
bj1019@aol.com

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ZAZZALI FIRES IN 11 PTS, KLIMOWICZ BUCKETS 10

Raider Hoop Girls Ground
Plainfield Cardinals, 43-28

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dogged defense, great positioning
under the boards and a 19-4 run in
first quarter by the Scotch Plains High
School girls basketball team led to a
43-28 clipping of Plainfield on Janu-
ary 20 in Scotch Plains.

“We’re definitely not going to
change the way we play. We’re going
to take these kinds of opportunities to
work on some of the weaker areas
and give some of our younger players
lots of game experience,” said Raider
Head Coach Lori. McBride. “One of
the luxuries we have on this team is
that we’re very deep and, when we
get a little bit of a lead, I feel comfort-
able going to anyone on the team. I’m
always seeing improvement and that’s
a great thing to see.”

Raider sophomore Allie Zazzali
was consistent throughout and fin-
ished with 11 points and two assists.
Hillary Klimowicz, who played spar-
ingly, fired in 10 points, including
eight in the first quarter, pulled down
seven rebounds and blocked three
shots. Junior guard Lauren Benevengo
pumped in eight points. Loni Kaye
used her aggressiveness to throw the
Cardinals off and hauled in a career-

high, six rebounds.
In the first quarter, in addition to

Klimowicz’s eight points, Maura
Gillooly, Elizabeth DeCataldo and

Zazzali each committed theft and
converted them to layups and
Benevengo stuffed the hoop with four
points. The Raiders’ defensive scheme
continued to work well in the second
quarter; however, inaccurate shoot-
ing resulted in just six points by each
team. Zazzali, however, fired in five
points including a 3-pointer.

“Defensive rebounding, that’s cer-
tainly what we’ve been trusting in all
year. That’s what wins champion-
ships and that’s what we’ll continue
to stress,” said McBride.

The Raiders found it a bit easier to
fray the net with 11 points in the third
quarter while limiting the Cardinals
to six. With feeds from Burke and
DeCataldo, Zazzali fired in four and
Benevengo triggered three points.
Klimowicz and Burke each contrib-
uted with two points.

“As a player, I never like to under-

estimate a team. We try to keep the
intensity there no matter what the
score. With the bench cheering and
players talking, we keep each other

mentally ready,” said DeCataldo.
“Offensively as a team, we continu-
ally look to move the ball around,
keep running it through and working
the defense until they get tired, while
looking to get the best shot possible.”

With a 36-16 lead, Burke, Kaye,
Lauren Mains and Tiffany Smith com-
bined for seven points in the fourth
quarter.

“We try to take advantage of the
other team’s weakness, penetrate as
much as we possibly can and get the
pace of the game going our way right
from the start,” said Benevengo.
“Little teams can’t hurt you, it can
only make you stronger and build up
your confidence but you must remain
focused. You work to become better
and better in preparation for bigger
competition.”
Plainfield   4   6   6 12 28
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 19   6 11   7 43
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The leaves use solar energy to
convert nitrogen, potash and

phosphorus into starch and sugar.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG ON “D” AND “O”...Raider Allie Zazzali, No. 33, uses her defensive
skills to contain a Cardinal cager. Zazzali also banged in 11 points, including a
three-pointer.
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Raider Wrestlers Tranquilize
Roaring Linden Tigers, 42-22

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

UC Mat Tourney to Feature
Seven State-Ranked Athletes
The Union County Interscholastic

Athletic Conference will sponsor the
30th Annual Union County Wres-
tling Tournament on February 4-5 at
Union High School. The tournament
will feature seven superb athletes pres-
ently ranked in the New Jersey top
eight, including returning state cham-
pion Darrion Caldwell from Rahway
slated to compete at 130-lbs and Steve
Mineo from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
presently ranked second at 135-lbs.

Other state-ranked athletes include
Ryan Wilson (112-lbs) from Rahway,
Joe Blackford (119-lbs) from Roselle
Park, Ross Baldwin (125-lbs) and
Shane Mallory (189-lbs) from New
Providence and Pat Hogan (160-lbs)
from Cranford. Wilson, Caldwell,
Mallory, Mineo and Jose Nazario
from Union are returning Union
County Tournament (UCT) champs.

Last year, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) barely snatched the UCT crown
from Roselle Park (RP), which had
possessed it for seven straight years.
The two teams should be battling it
out for top honors, along with a pow-
erful Rahway team that had claimed

the title in 1995 and 1996. New Provi-
dence could throw a wrench into the
mix with its outstanding team.

In 2004, the SPF Raiders claimed four
champions and the RP Panthers had
three while Rahway and Union each
claimed two champions. New Provi-
dence, Cranford and Westfield each had
one. Caldwell and Raider Andrew Silber,
who has graduated, were named the
tournament’s Outstanding Wrestlers and
Raider Head Coach John Scholz was
named UC Coach of the Year.

For additional information, please
visit www.rpsd.org Click on the high
school symbol. Scroll down and click
on athletic announcements.

SCHEDULE OF ROUNDS:
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4:

Preliminary/Pre-prelims 5 p.m.
Quarterfinals 7:30 p.m.
Consolation Prelims 9 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5:
Semifinals 10 a.m.
Consolation Quarters 10 a.m.
Consolation Semis 11:30 a.m.
Consolations (3rd & 5th) 2 p.m.
Finals 4 p.m.

“I wrestled him last year in coun-
ties and also won in overtime,”
Ferrante recalled. “I knew legs were
coming. I smartened up a little bit.
After we got past the first overtime, I
knew I had choice so I felt that I could
win the match.”

Raider AJ Watson severed relation-
ships with Eric Meikle when he pinned
him in 5:17 with a guillotine at 152-
lbs. Watson had built a 10-2 lead prior
to the severing. Although losing 4-0,
Raider Joe Bachi wrestled very well
against Tiger Kareem Absolu (Re-
gion 3 qualifier) at 160-lbs. Raider
Chris Pflaum also showed improve-
ment in his, 3-2, loss to Kenny Jones
at 189-lbs.

Another highly anticipated bout
took place at 215-lbs, where Raider
Nick Giannaci dropped a 9-3 deci-
sion to headhunter Juleo Loperena
(Region 3 qualifier), known for his
vicious head throws. Loperena did
catch Giannaci with a head throw,
resulting in five points, but Giannaci

fought it off and wrestled the remain-
der of the bout even up.

After Fabiano’s victory, gave the
Raiders an 18-15 lead, the Raiders
received forfeits at 103-lbs and 112-
lbs. At 119, Sal Gano took Tiger Mike
Pisarski to the mats and pinned in
1:31. Tiger Ralph Celestin, a region
qualifier, edged Ricky Olsson, 6-4, at
125-lbs and Will Cooper, a region
qualifier, won a 10-1, majority deci-
sion over Damien Gibbs at 130-lbs.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
140: — Mineo (S) p. Horzepa, 1:52
145: — Ferrante (S) d. Renderos, 2-1,
SD OT
152: — Watson (S) p. Meikle, 5:17
160: — Absolu (L) d. Bachi, 4-0
171: — Norbert Sieczkowski (L) p. Rob
Bethea, 3:55
189: — Jones (L) d. Pflaum, 3-2
215: — Loperena (L) d. Giannaci, 9-3
Hwt: — Fabiano (S) d. Orr, 2-1, SD OT
103: — Gary Schardien (S) won forfeit
112: — Tervor Cannon (S) won forfeit
119: — Gano (S) p. Pisarski
125: — Celestin (L) d. Olsson, 6-4
130: — Cooper (L) md Gibbs, 10-1
135: — Dakiem Gaines (S) won forfeit

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Blue Devil Bowlers Stop
Irvington and Cranford

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team defeated Irvington, 2,582-
2,129 for a 7-0 sweep on January 18,
then went on to defeat a tough
Cranford squad, 2,314-2,239, for a
5-2 game advantage on January 20.
Westfield extended its winning streak
to nine and its record to 10-1.

Against Irvington, the Blue Devils
won Game 1, 892-695. Senior cap-
tain Brian Stotter rolled a 212 game
and sophomores Bryan Elsasser and
Harrison Mercado bowled 188 and
182, respectively. Game 2 was, 899-
708. Sophomore Tristan Bellotti
bowled a 192 and Stotter bowled
194. Mercado and sophomore Alex
Wronski chipped in with strong
games of 177 and 174, respectively.
Elsasser was high bowler in the third
game with a 194 game.

Coach Mike Tirone stated, “Our
younger bowlers are gaining valu-
able experience while we are con-
tinuing to win matches”.

In the low scoring match with the
Cranford Cougars, Tirone com-
mented, “The lane conditions were
tough and the scores were low, but we
still managed to adjust and that was
the difference in the match.”

Stotter and Wronski rolled respec-
tive scores of 168 and 167 in Game
1 that the Cougars won, 791-774. All
Stater Chris Hedges bowled a 206 to
lead the Cougars. With their eight-
game winning streak on the line, the
Blue Devils won Game 2, 775-695.
Stotter and Wronski each had high
games of 173. Game 3 was a nailbiter
but the Blue Devils prevailed, 765-
753. Bellotti bowled a 182, which
included four strikes in a row at the
end of the game to give Westfield a
tenuous lead. Wronski had high se-
ries for the team with a 506. Hedges
led Cranford with a 544 series.

“The team is looking forward to
the Union County Tournament as
we are defending champions,” stated
Tirone. “This is the time of the sea-
son when each team member must
step up the pace as we will be look-
ing to continue our tradition of ex-
cellence.”

Blue Devil Icemen Extend
Winning Streak to 5 Games

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Ice
Hockey team continued where it left
off last week and extended its winning
streak to five games with wins over
Nutley, A. L. Johnson and Bernards.

The Blue Devils opened the week
with a 3-0 win over Nutley, receiving
two goals from senior captain Brent
Davis and one from senior Ryan
Madaras. Goalie Eric Zagorski posted
his first high school shutout.

Westfield continued its week with
a 5-0 win over the A. L. Johnson
Crusaders. The Blue Devils managed
to shut down Union County’s top

goal scorer Dan Kargus and earn its
second consecutive shutout. Zagorski
played another strong game in goal.

Westfield finished the week with a
9-1 thrashing of Bernards receiving
four goals and four assists form jun-
ior Assistant Captain Sal Esposito,
two goals from Madaras, one goal
from freshman Jimmy Bender, one
goal from Brent Davis and one goal
from sophomore Bryan Davidson.
Zagorski was strong once again in
goal for Westfield.

The win over Bernards provided
the Blue Devils with a record that
would make them state playoff eli-
gible if the season ended that day.

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $439,000

Premier residence nestled on 1.146 acres on a tree lined cul-de-sac.  This estate like enclave boasts a
custom Ranch style home, climate controlled 3 car garage, storage barn, gazebo and pool.  The main
house boasts a walk out entertaining level and spacious floor plan.  2 Orchard Dr. will enchant you . . .
Call for your personal tour today! (052009972)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $579,000
This home is situated on a wonderful tree lined street and boasts a large welcoming foyer inviting you into a spacious
living room with a woodburning fireplace.  Leaded glass doors open to a bright & cozy den/family room.  Completing
the 1st floor is a formal dining room which leads to an updated eat-in kitchen, with access to a half bath & features
beautiful french doors overlooking a private fenced yard.  The 2nd level hosts 3 bedrooms and a full bath.  DIR: E.
Broad to N. Chestnut lt on Maye #657  (052000047)

SCOTCH PLAINS                    $659,000

Exceptional Colonial with custom maple kitchen ‘03, spacious formal dining room, updated baths,
central air, Timberline roof, four large bedrooms plus office, great backyard, fresh decor.  Convenient to
New York transportation.  Call for your personal tour today.  Value priced at $439,000 - just compare.
DIR: Westfield Rd. to corner of Mountain Ave. #2092 (052000071)

WESTFIELD                                 $584,900
Well maintained nine room, three bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Side Hall Colonial on a beautiful quiet dead end street.
Home is situated next to wooded area.  Features eat-in kitchen w/cherry cabinets, three season room, deck, finished
basement with dry bar and three zone natural gas heated hot-water baseboard heating on all floors.  Both dining
room and living room have new oak laminate floors.  One car attached garage.  Near train to NYC.  DIR: Central
Ave. to Clifton rt onto Dunham #947 (052000013)

Open House: Sun 1/30  12-4 PMOpen House: Sun 1/30  12-4 PM

Paradise FoundOpen House: Sun 1/30  12-4 PM

The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 5.23%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an
index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $100,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or
decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap).Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/7/05 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $100,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 11.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $427.08
to a maximum interest payment of $694.97 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $961.78 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.
Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEARLY GETTING A TAKEDOWN…Raider heavyweight Marc Fabiano,
right, has the leg of Tiger Ronnell Orr and tries to get a takedown. Fabiano won
in sudden death overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HALFTIME ENTERTAINMENT…The Westfield High School dancers per-
form for the crowd at halftime during the game between the Blue Devil girls and
Elizabeth on January 20.

Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTROLLING THE PUCK…Blue Devil Greg Speir controls the puck during
the 6-3 victory over West Orange on January 24 to extend the winning streak to 6.

Devil Icemen Defeat
West Orange, 6-3

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team upped its record to 6-
5-4 with a 6-3 win over West Or-
ange on January 24. Ryan Madaras
and Brian Davidson each netted
two goals while John Attanasio
and Sal Esposito contributed one
goal apiece.



Page 14  Thursday, January 27, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Raiders Cruise to Mat Victory
Over Wounded Blue Devils

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

control of the bout by recording two
takedowns and held a 4-1 lead before
MacKay pinned him with a lateral
drop in 3:09.

Blue Devil Matt Kamel took con-
trol at 130-lbs and recorded three
takedowns and an escape to seize a 7-
0 shutout over Damien Gibbs.

The real surprise, however, was
saved till last. Blue Devil Andrew
Shaffer, entering his 152-lb bout with
an 11-2 record faced Raider AJ
Watson, also a fine wrestler. Shaffer
used his power to record two double
leg takedowns in the first period but,
later in the bout, Watson fought off
another double leg takedown and used
his leverage to turn the tables by
taking Shaffer to the mat for a
takedown and an immediate two-point
tilt. Shaffer added a reversal to tie the
bout midway through the third period
and cut Watson loose in order to add
another takedown and win the match.
But Watson played it smart and walked
off the mat with a 7-6 victory.

“He started out really strong, took
me down and I got out. It kept going
back and forth. He lifted me up but I
hit him with a roll and got two back
points to take the lead but he reversed
me and let me up with about a minute-
and-thirty seconds left,” Watson ex-
plained. “It will be good for the county
and district seedings.”

“It was a huge match for counties
coming up soon. AJ is just full of
weapons. He knows how to use his
leverage well,” said Raider Head
Coach John Scholz.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
160: — Bachi (S) d. Boyd, 10-6, OT
171: — Whitney (W) p Bethea, 2:20
189: — Billy Jacobs (S) won forfeit
215: — Nick Giannaci (S) won forfeit
Hwt: — Marc Fabiano (S) won forfeit
103: — Gary Schardien (S) won forfeit
112: — Marc Rusin (S) won forfeit
119: — No match
125: — MacKay (W) p Gano, 3:09
130: — Kamel (W) d Gibbs, 7-0
135: — Alex Marchena (S) won forfeit
140: — Pat Mineo (S) won forfeit
145: — Joe Sette (S) won forfeit
152: — Watson (S) d. Shaffer, 7-6

Weichert

Branchburg Office: (908) 526-5444

Clark – Cozy split-level in well groomed neighborhood. Refinished hardwood floors
through out. Andersen windows w/Bay window in living room. (003011194)

$549,900 

Dir: Lake Ave S - Schwin Dr., L - Lance Dr., R-Roberts Dr.

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP!

Open House 1/30/05, 12-4

REALTORS &
MORTGAGE BROKERS
Alpha Insurance Agency

908-232-1955

605 South Avenue, Westfield

Immediate Homeowners Insurance

Competitive Rates for Qualified Risks

Free Parking

We’ll Fax Documents to Attorneys/
Mortgage Representatives

John Mancini

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Grace M. RappaGrace M. RappaGrace M. RappaGrace M. RappaGrace M. Rappa

908-301-2019: Direct
908-770-4411: Cell Phone

e-mail: grace.rappa@coldwellbanker.com

Realtor Associate

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark  of Coldwell Banker Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Approximately 3200 sq. ft. of quality construction offering a dramatic floor plan featuring 5 bedrooms, 3
full baths, Master Suite with dressing / exercise room, great family room with a fireplace, 9’ ceilings, den /
office, designer gourmet kitchen with premium cabinetry, center island, hardwood floors, custom moldings,
upgrades galore!  Available May 2005.  Call Grace at 908-301-2019 for a brochure.  Offered at $949,000.

NEW CENTER HALL COLONIAL

YMCA Devilfish Boys Defeat
Ridgewood Swim Team ‘Y’

The Westfield YMCA Devilfish
boys team beat the hosting Ridgewood
YMCA swim team, 105-103, on Janu-
ary 15 to improve to 4-1.

Strong Performances:
8-Under: Luke McGrory in the 25

Free and 25 Backstroke – Stephen
Husch in the 25 Breaststroke and
Tyler Lessner in the 25 Fly.

9-10: Matt Daniel in the 100 IM
and 50 Fly, Kevin Oster in the 50 Free
and 50 Backstroke, and Danny
Paolillo and Garrett Williamson in
the 50 Breaststroke.

11-12: Mike Oster and Colin
Terwelp in the 100 IM, Mike Oster
and John Taylor in the 50 Free, Larry
Zhang in the 50 Breaststroke, Nick
Gilligan and Larry Zhang in the 50

Backstroke and Nick Gilligan and
Adam Metz in the 50 Fly.

13-14: Phil Anton in the 200 IM
and 100 Fly, Matt Morgan in the 100
Free and 100 Breaststroke, Jonathan
Kosenick in the 100 Free and 100
Backstroke, Matt Blutfield in the 100
Breaststroke and 100 Fly, .

15-18: Kevin Smith in the 200 IM
and 100 Breaststroke, Dan McGrory
in the 200 IM, 100 Breaststroke and
50 Fly, Mike Fragna in the 200 Free
and 100 Backstroke, Luke Baran in
the 200 Free and 50 Fly and Brian
Carr in the 100 Backstroke.

No relays were swum due to time
constraints.

FSPY ‘B’ Swim Girls Dunk
Somerset Valley ‘Y’ Girls

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y
(FSPY) girls B swim team improved
their record to 3-1 with a 106-102 win
over the Somerset Valley YMCA.

In Individual Medley, 9-10s Carly
Whitmer and Molly O’Halloran fin-
ished 2-4; 11-12s Elena Haggan and
Megan Hoerrner were 1-3. 13-14s
Julie Disch, Katelyn Cavanaugh and
Emily O’Halloran touched 1-2-4,
while 15-18s Brittany Cole and Brit-
tany Adisano finished 1-3.

In Freestyle, 8Us Sara Hoerrner,
Cami Sullivan and Olivia Whitmer
swept. 9-10s Brenda Ho, Caroline
Leahy and Katie Sullivan touched 1-
3-4, while 11-12s Jillian Leahy,
Megan Hoerrner and Kirsten
Carbone finished 2-3-4. Rebecca
Clapp and Joanna Luzny were first
and second of the 13-14s; Katie
Gartner and Kate Flor Stagnato also
swam well. Nicole Zoller took first
in the 15-18 race.

Emma Sherry won the 8U breast-
stroke; 1-2 finishes followed for 9-
10s Madeline Krema and Hannah
Greaney and 11-12s Ellen
Tomljanovic and Julia Ross. 13-14s
Rebecca Clapp, Joanna Luzny and
Judy Fitzpatrick finished 1-2-4; Eliza-

beth Peach and Julia Weigel swam
well. 15-18s Devan Giordano and
Lindsay Hauptman touched 2-3.

In Backstroke, 8Us Tiffany Inacker,
Emma Sherry and Cami Sullivan and
15-18s Nicole Zoller, Brittany
Adisano and Brittany Cole swept. 9-
10s Brenda Ho, Caroline Lesce and
Emily Ho and 13-14s Melissa
Desnoyers, Katelyn Cavanaugh and
Amanda Gianni finished 1-3-4;
Cheryl Monteiro and Kim Many also
had good efforts. 11-12s Jillian Leahy
and Kirsten Carbone touched 1-3.

In Butterfly, 8Us Sara Hoerrner
and Olivia Whitmer and 13-14s Julie
Disch and Devan Giordano finished
1-2. Carly Whitmer, Caroline Leahy
and Molly O’Halloran touched 2-3-4
for the 9-10s, while 11-12 Ellen
Tomljanovic was first. Caitlyn Daly
and 15-18 Christine Albanese Demair
swam well in the 100 race.

In freestyle relays, 8Us Sherry,
Sullivan, Whitmer and Hoerrner; 9-
10s Whitmer, Lesce, Ross and Ho,
11-12s Carbone, Haggan, Leahy and
Tomljanovic, 13-14s Desnoyers,
Cavanaugh, Disch and Hauptman, and
15-18s Adisano, Clapp, Cole and
Zoller aced their races.

Viking Boys, Girls Win
Swimming Meets

The Union Catholic High School
girls swimming team topped Mother
Seton, 104-54, while the boys de-
feated Rahway, 124-38, on January
19.
Union Catholic 104, Mother Seton 54
50 free: Nichole Zoller (UC) 28.5
100 free: N. Zoller (UC) 1:01.4
200 free: Kathleen Laday (UC) 2:17.06
500 free: Nicole Caravano (UC) 6:24.32
100 breast: Katherine Kazor (UC) 1:21.48
100 fly: Danielle Zoller (UC) 1:22.2
100 back: Erin O’Connor (UC) 1:04.01
200 IM: O’Connor (UC) 2:19.6
200 free relay: UC (D. Zoller, Laura Cash,
Laday, Kazor) 2:08.16
400 free relay: UC (D. Zoller, Laday, N.
Zoller, O’Connor) 4:29.06
200 medley relay: UC (N. Zoller, Kazor,
O’Connor, Caravano) 2:06.54

Union Catholic 124, Rahway 38
50 free: Kevin Yang (R) 24.82
100 free: Chris McKenna (UC) 1:01.2
200 free: Joe Cooney (UC) 2:15.89
500 free: Brian Carr (UC) 5:59.98
100 breast: Brian O’Donnell (UC) 1:14.6
100 fly: Mike Gelowitz (UC) 1:10.15
100 back: Sean Gaynor (UC) 1:04.86
200 IM: O’Donnell (UC) 2:21.51
200 free relay: UC (McKenna, Matt
Hueston, Tom Creanza, Phillip Duarte)
1:59.28
400 free relay: UC (Gelowitz, Gaynor,
Cooney, O’Donnell) 4:02.85
200 medley relay: UC (Gaynor,
O’Donnell, Cooney, Gelowitz) 2:00.75

Blue Devil Boys Clock
Minutemen Cagers

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team evened it record to 6-
6 by defeating Elizabeth, 64-53, in
Elizabeth on January 20. Senior Bryan
Power sank seven of his 15 points in
the third quarter when the Blue Dev-
ils outscored the Minutemen, 21-12,
to take a 51-37 lead.

Tom Bonard netted 16 points, Mike
Venezia bucketed 12, Josh Gerckens
put up nine, Eric Hayes had eight and
Billy Hearon added four points. Corey
Williams pumped in 23 points for 5-
7 Elizabeth.
Westfield 14 16 21 13 64
Elizabeth 10 15 12 16 53

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING OFF THE GROUND…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer lifts Raider AJ
Watson off his feet but fails to get the takedown. Watson used his leverage to turn
the tables and get a takedown with a two-point tilt.

Elizabeth Hits 10 Threes, Top
Blue Devil Hoop Girls, 61-38

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

bit,” said Blue Devil Head Coach Joe
Marino. “Once they started to settle
down, they got back into it. They
worked hard. They started looking
for each other and they were passing
around very well. We managed to tie
them up.”

Porter swished two more 3-point-
ers early in the quarter and shortly
afterwards Miller fouled out with the
score 45-38. The roof then caved in as
Abdur-Rahman added three 3-point-
ers and Porter sank her fifth 3-pointer
before the final buzzer.

“That’s what hurt us. Those girls

were hot. You got a couple of those
girls who can sink those three-point-
ers. They throw them up, we had
somebody in their face and there’s
really nothing you can do about it,”
said Marino. “I don’t think we were
outplayed. We had Erin foul out and
that kind of broke the camel’s back a
little bit although the other girls were
stepping up to it. I feel good about
these kids. They all work hard. They
push each other and that’s the main
thing.”
Elizabeth 17   7 11 26 61
Westfield   8   8 16   6 38

Raider Hoop Girls Eradicate
Newark East Siders, 73-7

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
basketball team scored 19 unanswered
points to close the first quarter with a
21-2 lead en route to a 73-7 conquest
of Newark East Side on January 18 in
Scotch Plains. All 11 varsity players
scored at least two points, led by
freshman Brianne Mahoney, who
pumped in a career-high 13 points, all
in the second half. Hillary Klimowicz
and Maura Gillooly added 13 and 11
points, respectively, in just nine min-
utes of action.

The 9-3 Raiders built a 32-4 lead at
the half, using 16 first-half turnovers
to limit East Side to just two baskets.
In the third quarter, the Raiders scored
seven points in the first 1:30, capped
by Gillooly’s three banger, and added
six more turnovers to keep East Side
scoreless.

Cynthia Teixeira’s 3-pointer mid-
way through the fourth rounded out
East Side’s scoring. Back-to-back
three-pointers from Mahoney in-
creased the Raiders’ lead to 54-4 with
5:28 remaining while a baseline-to-
baseline layup from fellow freshman
Kendra Spady upped the lead to 64-7
before a 9-0 run closed out the scor-
ing.

Klimowicz pulled down eight re-
bounds, while Lauren Benevengo and
Lauren Mains added six apiece. Jun-
ior Loni Kaye, who scored seven
points, registered four assists, while
Elizabeth DeCataldo and Gillooly had
three apiece.
East Side   2   2   0   3 7
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 21 11 16 25 73

Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROLLING IN THE LAYUP…Blue Devil Erin Miller, No. 11, drives hard to the
net and rolls in a layup against the Lady Minutemen on January 20. Miller
finished the game with 18 points.

www.goleader.com

                  For additional information or your private  tour  call: 
 
                                       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate                            

                        908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2003   

 
 
 

                                  Westfield Office  ·  600 North Avenue, West  ·  908-233-0065 

This artfully styled Westfield residence is a sumptuous haven filled with elements that define tradi-
tional Victorian architecture. A delightful wrap-around porch sets an unhurried tone and welcomes 
you into an interior filled with framed hardwood floors, eloquent chestnut moldings, vintage dia-
mond pane windows, custom built-ins, high & cathedral ceilings and numerous windows. A marvel-
ous entertaining venue is crafted by an elegant living room and fire lit formal dining room. The back 
of the home is devoted to casual living; composed of a kitchen with adjoining banquette that opens 
onto a newer family room with cathedral ceiling. A private treetop master suite with newer full bath 
and a wonderful, near everything location, enhances this lovely portrait.. Presented for $795,000. 
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Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield . . . Move right into this immaculate 2 Bedroom Colonial Home.  Lovingly
maintained and boasting updates too numerous to name, this charming home has it all.
With everything already done for you, you’ll be able to enjoy quiet moments in front of
the beautiful Fireplace with a marble hearth.  Cooking will be a breeze in the renovated
Eat-In Kitchen which is graced with extensive cabinetry, granite countertops, and newer
appliances.  Featuring decorative leaded windows and crown molding, the Dining Room
provides an elegant space for entertaining.  And for those more casual moments, the
bright and sunny Den is your retreat.  There’s so much more to discover and enjoy, this
remarkable home must be seen to be fully appreciated.

Don’t waste a minute . . . this affordable home won’t last long at $429,900

Call Faith today for your private appointment
or visit my website at www.NJTopHomes.com
for a Virtual Tour and Property Brochure!

Love’s Labor

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Libraries Seeking Applicants
For ‘Movies in May’ Festival
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local film-

makers, students and residents are
invited to submit their films for pos-
sible inclusion in a local independent
film festival set for Friday and Satur-
day, May 6 and 7.

Short, long and in-between length
films are being sought. The deadline
for submissions is Friday, April 15.
The best formats for entry submis-
sions are mini-DV or VHS; however,
all other formats (such as film) will
be accepted as well.

An information session on the fes-
tival will be held on Thursday, Febru-
ary 17, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. It will include a dis-
cussion of how and what to submit, as

well as festival activities.
Jointly sponsored by the Fanwood

Memorial Library, the Scotch Plains
Public Library and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, the festival
will be held at both libraries and will
feature films made by those in the
community.

Information about submissions and
applications, plus other general in-
formation about festival events and
activities, is available at both librar-
ies and on the “Movies in May”
website at www.fanwoodlibrary.org/
filmfest.

For further information or to vol-
unteer to be a part of the festival,
please call the Fanwood Library at
(908) 322-6400 or the Scotch Plains
Library at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 202, or visit them online at
www.fanwoodlibrary.org or
www.scotlib.org.

Westfield . . . SPACIOUS COLONIAL.  4 BR 2 1/2 BTH w/ 2 story addition.  LR w/frplc,
banquet size FDR w/French Drs into large FR adjacent to newer EIK w/vault ceiling,
center isle, Viking stove, recessed lighting, Eating area opens to quality 2 tier cedar DK &
landscaped deep property.  MBR suite w/ walk-in closet and full bath.  Easy walk to
elementary sch.  WSF0006  $715,000

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Westfield Recycling Schedule 2005

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Ward 1
Mondays

Ward 2
Tuesdays

Ward 3
Wednesdays

Ward 4
Thursdays

27

7,21 8,22 9,23 10,24

7,21 8,22 9,23 10,24

4,18 5,19 6,20 7,21

2,16 3,17,31 4,18 5,19

1*,13,27 14,28 1,15,29 2,16,30

11,25 12,26 13,27 14,28

8,22 9,23 10,24 11,25

7*,19 6,20 7,21 8,22

3,17,31 4,18 5,19 6,20

14,28 1,15,29 2,16,30 3,17

12,28* 13,27 14,28 1,15,29

--- ------

HELPING NEEDY FAMILY…Employees at the Banana Republic in Westfield
donated more than 50 gifts to United Way of Greater Union County. During the
holiday season, United Way distributed the gifts to a local family of seven that has been
struggling to meet basic needs. Pictured, left to right, are: Joanne Higgins, Store
Manager; Colleen Dyas, Associate Manager, and Rondi Radtke, Sales Associate.

Amateur Astronomers Post
Talk on ‘Galactic Collisions’
CRANFORD – On Friday, Febru-

ary 18, Amateur Astronomers, Inc.
(AAI) will hold its monthly member-
ship meeting in the Lecture Hall of
the Nomahegan Building at Union
County College, 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting at approximately 8 p.m.,
the club will present a free lecture to
the public on “Galactic Collisions.”

Dr. Dale Gary, a Professor of Phys-
ics and Director of the Owens Valley
Solar Array radio telescope near Big
Pine, Calif., will be the presenter. He
will discuss the differences between
collisions of variously shaped galax-
ies in terms of new star formations.

Afterwards, members and guests will
be invited to the William Miller Sperry
Observatory, located nearby on cam-
pus, where visitors will be able to speak
with club members and tour the facility.
Refreshments will be served.

If weather permits, a celestial view-
ing focusing on Saturn and the first
quarter Moon will be conducted us-
ing the club’s two large telescopes.
Free parking is provided by Union
County College.

In addition to the monthly meet-
ings held on the third Friday of each
month from September through May,
more informal meetings that are free
to the public are offered on the re-
maining Fridays at the Sperry Obser-

vatory at 8:30 p.m.
On February 25, Hank Adams will

present “CCD Imaging,” and on
March 4, Ed Carlos will present “Web
Cam Imaging in Astronomy.” If
weather permits, there will be celes-
tial viewings throughout the evenings.

At 7:30 p.m., a program for younger
audiences is held featuring topics such
as the solar system and the constella-
tions. Arrangements can be made for
groups to attend at 7:30 p.m. by con-
tacting bigjody1@netzero.com.

For more information on AAI and
directions, please call (908) 276-
STAR or visit www.asterism.org.

Group to Deal With
Anger Management

CRANFORD – The Counseling
Centers for Human Development
(CCHD), 201 Lincoln Avenue, East,
in Cranford, will offer an Anger Man-
agement Group for eight consecutive
weeks beginning on February 8.

The group, facilitated by William
Merritt, a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, will meet on Tuesdays from
7 to 8:30 p.m.

Participants will work to identify
sources that trigger their angry feelings,
as well as alternative coping skills to use
when feeling this way. The fee is $240
— $120 payable at the first session and
$120 payable at the fifth session.

A non-profit counseling center lo-
cated in Cranford for over 30 years,
CCHD also has satellite locations in
Monmouth and Ocean Counties.

First Baptist Men Plan
‘Grub With the Guys’
WESTFIELD – The men from the

First Baptist Church of Westfield will
meet for “Grub with the Guys” on
Tuesday, February 1, at 6:45 a.m. at
the Scotchwood Diner on Route 22,
East, in Scotch Plains.

Anyone is welcome, and newcom-
ers also are encouraged to attend.
Participants may dress for business
or in casual clothes, depending on
where they will be headed afterwards.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Weichert®Weichert

Westfield Office
185 Elm Street

Westfield, New Jersey

908-654-7777 ext. 130

Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Weichert

www.weichert.com

Weichert

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.

NIKI FRY
Sales Representative / Realtor Associate

Weichert President’s Club
email: nfrywest@aol.com

Invite me in. . . I’ll bring results.

Call Niki for details!

weichert.com

A Wrap-around front screened porch welcomes you to this impressive Victorian residence impeccably reno-
vated with only the finest materials and an artist’s attention to detail.  Gloriously generous rooms include
entertainment size living room with built-ins flanking period brick fireplace, columns and French doors lead-
ing to a screened porch.  Another set of French doors and the original window seat accent the formal dining
room.  The sprawling eat in kitchen maintains it’s period feel with hand-rubbed cabinetry, a chestnut glass
hutch, glazed Mexican tile floor and garden window and flows into the family room addition off the kitchen
boasting oversize windows with custom frames replicating period woodwork.  The master bedroom addition
soars with volume ceiling and spacious bath including “Pearl” whirlpool tub, separate shower stall and private
commode.  Light fills the artist’s attic studio defined by pine paneled ceiling and walls, two skylights and
custom artwork cabinetry.  A truly special home minutes from town, schools and train.  (052000073)

website: www.westfieldhouses.com

A Weichert Exclusive
Westfield...

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Grace M. RappaGrace M. RappaGrace M. RappaGrace M. RappaGrace M. Rappa

908-301-2019: Direct
908-770-4411: Cell Phone

e-mail: grace.rappa@coldwellbanker.com

Realtor Associate

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555
© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark  of Coldwell Banker Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

MAGNIFICENT COLONIAL

Being built by Stone Creek quality builders well known for exceptional, exquisite architectural details, design
and styling.  This home features 10 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths and a half bath.  Grand two story entry, 9’
ceilings, gourmet designer kitchen with center island, granite counters, custom moldings, hardwood floors through-
out, Great Room with fireplace, guest / au pair suite, formal living and dining rooms.  A Master Suite with
sitting room, fireplace and walk-in closets plus three generously sized bedrooms all on the second level.  Available
Summer 2005.  Call Grace at 908-301-2019 for a brochure.  Offered at $1,395,000.
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This truly unique home is set on a quiet street on the northside
of Westfield.  The interior sparkles with gleaming hardwood
floors and beautiful moldings.  Graceful entertaining is
assured in the fire-lit family room with soaring ceilings that
adjoins the modern eat-in kitchen with a breakfast bar.  The
Living Room and Dining Room have a spacious floor plan
with an open stairway leading to the second floor.  Three
bedrooms and two and one half baths complete this very
comfortable home.

Offered for $519,000

For additional information or a private tour, please call:

Cathy Splinter

Sales Associate

Direct Dial: (908) 233-5508

cathy-splinter@burgdorff.com

600 North Ave West     Westfield, NJ 07090   (908) 233-0065

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated

Springfield . . .Custom built home on a huge lot (60’x323’)
with an inground pool and a fabulous floor-plan for large
families and entertaining.  Four bedrooms and three and a
half baths including a master suite. $489,900

Westfield . . .Spacious, bright, 2nd floor unit with bay window
and fireplace in living room.  Views of Prospect.  Desirable
downtown location.  Wash/dry/refrig included.  Call John
Wiley for appointment at (908) 812-3000.  $649,000

Westfield . . . Large lot on private drive (0.64 acre; 33,598
sq. ft.). Value primarily in the land.  Build your dreamhome
on this private, quiet lot.  Contact John Wiley for survey at
(908) 812-3000.  $1,200,000

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal
Housing Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.  All information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Service League Thrift Shop
To Hold Bag Day on Feb. 5

WE’VE GOT IT IN THE BAG…Thrift Shop employees Margaret Gilbert, left,
and Shirley Carr get ready for the Westfield Service League Thrift Shop’s end-
of-winter Bag Day on Saturday, February 5, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The league’s
Thrift Shop and Consignment Shop are located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield
and both will be open that day.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League’s Thrift Shop, located at
114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will
hold its annual end-of-winter Bag

Day on Saturday, February 5, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Customers may purchase a grocery
size paper bag for $5 and fill it to the brim
with clothing, books, toys, shoes and
household items. There is no limit to the
number of bags that can be purchased.

In preparation for Bag Day, the
Thrift Shop will offer all merchan-
dise at 50 percent off during the week
of Tuesday, February 1. The week
after the sale, starting Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 8, the shop will be stocked with
spring and summer clothes, shoes
and household items.

The Service League also maintains a
Consignment Shop on the second floor
of the Elmer Street address. It will be
open the day of the sale with winter and
spring clothes and accessories for sale.

A non-profit organization, the
Westfield Service League donates its
proceeds to local charities. The Con-
signment and Thrift Shops are open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2530.

Club Offers Activities
For Hikers and Bikers
COUNTY – The Union County

Hiking Club offers a varied program
of hiking and cycling events, most of
which take place in central and north-
ern New Jersey. Membership dues
are $10 per year.

To request a complimentary six-
month schedule, please call (908) 527-
4900. Information also is available at
www.nynjtc.org/clubpages/uchc.html.

Miller-Cory House Museum
Seeks Additional Volunteers
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, is seeking
additional volunteers to present Co-
lonial programs at the museum.

A variety of opportunities exist for
both men and women at the historic
farmhouse, built in 1740, which has
been entered on both the State and
National Registers of Historic Places.
It became a museum in 1972

Whether it is cooking typical 18th
century recipes over the open hearth;
bringing the past to life as costumed
docents for visitors on Sundays or for
groups during the week; gardening in
the Colonial herb and vegetable gar-
dens on the site, or working in the gift
shop, help is needed.

On various Sundays during the year,

demonstrations are held on the arts of
Colonial life such as stenciling, sil-
houettes, tin piercing and spinning.

Spots also are available for those
who would like to participate in the
Showcase, an outreach program to
local schools. Full training is pro-
vided. Anyone interested in volun-
teering may call (908) 232-1776.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a public hearing on MON-
DAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2005, at 8:00 pm in
Council Chambers to hear the application
of Bill and Jessica Wilkins for 1650 & 1640
Raritan Road, Block 14001, Lots 4 & 5
which proposes a lot line adjustment by
taking approximately 39, 881 square feet
from Lot 4 and adding it to Lot 5 and
constructing an addition to the existing
home on Lot 4. The following variances
are requested for Lot 4:

Section 23-3.4A Para. A, Col. 4-Lot
Width

Required: 160 feet; Existing & Proposed:
95 feet (+/- by scale)

Section 23-3.4A Para. A, Col. 8-Side
Yard

Required: 30 feet; Proposed: 10.60 feet
Section 23-3.4A Para. A, Col. 9-Total

Side Yards
Required: 65 feet; Proposed: 31.05 feet

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 25,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY APRIL 17, 2005 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

PURPOSE: Allows any charitable orga-
nization to conduct a raffle on Sunday,
April 17, 2005, provided steps are taken to
secure a license for same.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 8, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $32.64

People For Animals Seeks
Good Home For ‘Hercules’

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 05-02-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 11, 2005. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND CHAPTER 15, 61, 148, 168 OF
THE FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE RE-
LATING TO THE BOROUGH ATTOR-
NEY AND BOROUGH ENGINEER.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on February 8, 2005 at 7:30 P.M.,
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETINGS
(In Compliance with OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT - Chapter 231)

*ADDENDUM TO REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS*

TYPE OF MEETING: 2005-2006 Budget Review Meetings

DATE OF MEETING: February 3, 2005

February 15, 2005
March 3, 2005

LOCATION: Administration Building
Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey   07076

TIME: 7:30 p.m.

PURPOSE OF MEETING: Present, review, and discuss the 2005-2006
school budget.  The Board is scheduled to
adopt the tentative budget on March 3, 2005.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: Action will be taken on March 3 with adoption
of tentative budget.

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $38.76

Church Labyrinth Walks
To Begin Again on Feb. 6

COUNTY – People for Animals
will sponsor cat adoption events this
Saturday and Sunday, January 29 and
30, from noon until 4 p.m. at the
PETsMART stores in
the Bridgewater
Promenade Mall,
Route 28 at Route
287, and at the
Watchung Square
Mall, 1515 Route 22,
West, in Watchung.

Among the pro-
spective adoptees will
be “Hercules,” an
adult orange tabby cat
with a deformed leg. Described as
friendly and good-natured, he likes to
play and be petted.

A veterinarian has diagnosed his
leg injury as muscle or nerve damage.

People for Animals will do whatever
possible to help him heal. Hercules
gets along just fine with his leg as is
and can even climb fences. He is

neutered, current with
his vaccinations, and
has tested negative for
feline leukemia and
FIV.

Hercules will be at
the Bridgewater
PETsMART store
this weekend. For
adoption informa-
tion, please call (908)
964-6887, extension

no. 306 for dogs and no. 307 for cats.
To donate for Hercules’ care, please
send tax-deductible contributions to
PFA-Hercules, 433 Hillside Avenue,
Hillside, NJ  07205.

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open Labyrinth Walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, February 6. Everyone is invited
to attend. All walks will be held in
Bates Hall at the church, located at 11
Springfield Avenue.

Participants may walk the Laby-
rinth any time between 1 and 4 p.m.,
but are asked to begin their walk by
3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will be
held the first Sunday of every month,

unless otherwise specified.
Walking the Labyrinth is an ancient

spiritual practice of prayer and medita-
tion. The 11-ringed pattern, painted on
canvas, is modeled after the 13th-century
Labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral in France.

In Medieval times, walking the Laby-
rinth symbolized the Christian pilgrim-
age to Jerusalem for those who could
not personally make the journey.

For more information on the Laby-
rinth program or future walks, please
call the church at (908) 276-8440.

Hercules

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WILLIAM TAYLOR
Sales Associate

CELL PHONE: 908-803-8051
wtaylor@comcast.net

Scotch Plains for $625,000
10 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms & 2 ½ Baths

This recently expanded split level is in phenomenal condition and
located in a quiet neighborhood within a few blocks from McGinn
Elementary School.

It offers a new gourmet eat-in-kitchen, formal living and dining rooms,
a large family room and a finished rec. room.  The 34x15 master suite
has  an attached 16x9 master bath, two walk-in closets and is completed
with a sitting area in front of the picture window.

A new roof, water purification system, in-ground sprinklers and new
furnace and central air are just some of the amenities found in this
superb home.
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WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

EILEEN BURLINSON, GRI
Broker / Sales Associate

DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2010
eburlinson@coldwellbanker.com

Open House January 30 • 1:00 to 4:00

644 Coleman Place, Westfield

New Listing . . . Fall in love with this pristine lovingly decorated 4 bedroom 2 bath colo-

nial.  Situated in a desirable neighborhood close to town and NYC transportation.  Great

first impression begins as you approach the new paver walkway.  The beautiful landscaping

and driveway were completed in 2004.  The bright sunny living room welcomes you with

gleaming hardwood floors, fireplace and custom moldings.  A formal dining room is one of

the dramatic features of the home.  Kitchen remodeling was completed with quartz

countertops and stainless steel appliances.  One of my favorite rooms is the large family

room which is off the kitchen and overlooks the lovely private back yard.  The unique

turned staircase leads to the second floor.  The master suite has a terrific new bath and large

closet.  There are three more bedrooms and the main bath on this floor.  There is also a walk

up storage attic, a full basement and a one car garage.  To see this tranquil, comfortable

home call 908-472-0009.  Offered at $715,000  (WSF0037)

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-20562-04
FILE NO. 37.1224

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SARA I. MORALES

You are hereby summoned and required
to serve upon FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.,
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is 1455
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey,
07003, an answer to the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any) filed in a
civil action in which  BANK OF AMERICA,
N.A. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
FLEET NATIONAL BANK is Plaintiff and
ORLANDO MORALES, JR. AND MRS.
ORLANDO MORALES, JR., HIS WIFE, et
als. are Defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
Number F-20562-04 within Thirty-five (35)
days after January 27, 2005 exclusive of
such date.  If you fail to do so, judgment by
default may be rendered against you for
the relief demanded in the complaint (and
amendment to complaint, if any).  You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Hughes Justice Com-
plex, 25 Market Street, CN-971, Trenton,
New Jersey, 08625, in accordance with
the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.

This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a mortgage
dated August 24, 2000, made by OR-
LANDO MORALES, JR., as Mortgagor(s),
to SUMMIT BANK, recorded on Septem-
ber 14, 2000, in Book 7844 of Mortgages
for UNION County, Page 0090, and sub-
sequently assigned to the plaintiff; and (2)
to recover possession of, and concerns
the premises commonly known as: 933-
935 STANTON AVENUE, ELIZABETH,
NEW JERSEY  07208.

If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jer-
sey State Bar Association by calling (908)
249-5000.  You may also contact the law-
yer referral service of UNION the County
of Venue by calling 908-353-4715.  If you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue by calling  908-354-
4340.

You, SARA I. MORALES, are made a
party defendant to this foreclosure action
because you hold a mortgage/lien/judg-
ment that may affect the mortgage pre-
mises and the mortgage being foreclosed
herein.  You are entitled to Notice of this
action for any right, title, claim or interest
you may have in, to or against said mort-
gage premises.
Dated: JANUARY 20, 2005

DONALD F. PHELAN, Clerk,
Superior Court of New Jersey

Law Office Of
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
1455 Broad Street
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on January 4, 2004 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

RESOLUTION
2005-49

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
JANUARY 4, 2005

WHEREAS, NJSA 58:11-64 et. seq.
requires that public sewer collection sys-
tems are required to have licensed sewer
operators; and

WHEREAS, an operator with a C-3 li-
cense is required for the Town of
Westfield’s public sewer collection sys-
tem, and

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott McDonald sub-
mitted a proposal dated December 14,
2004 to provide such services, and

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott McDonald has
proposed to provide the aforementioned
services for a fee of $8,700.00, and

WHEREAS, the Town Administrator has
reviewed the aforesaid proposal and rec-
ommends that a professional services
contract for aforesaid services as outlined
in the proposal dated December 14, 2004,
be awarded to Hatch Mott McDonald for
the above stated fee of $8,700.00, and

WHEREAS, a Certificate of the Chief
Financial Officer, certifying the availability
of adequate funds for this Contract, pre-
pared in accordance with NJAC 5:30 1.10
has been furnished to the Town Clerk, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield that the aforementioned con-
tract for professional services required for
the Sanitary Sewer Collection System be
awarded to Hatch Mott McDonald, 27
Bleeker Street, Millburn, New Jersey, in
the amount of $8,700.00, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
fees for this work be charged to Account
No. Account No. 100-205, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a
copy of this resolution shall be published in
the Westfield Leader as a Public Notice of
action taken in accordance with NJSA
40:11-5.
1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $46.41

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 25,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS SEC-
TION 2 “ADMINISTRATION”
SUBSECTION 2-25.1 “FEE
SCHEDULE FOR MATERIAL
DISTRIBUTED BY POLICE
DEPARTMENT AND/OR RE-
QUESTED THROUGH THE
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR
FOR MUNICIPAL COUT DIS-
COVERY OR ANY OTHER
DOCUMENTS OR POLICE
RECORDS REQUESTED
FROM THE SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

PURPOSE: Establishes fees that may
be charged for the above copies and/or
records consistent with the provisions of
the New Jersey Open Public Records Act,
N.J.S.A. 47::1A-1 et seq.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 8, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on February 7, 2005 in Council Chambers
in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 8 P.M. to hear and consider the follow-
ing application:

04-20(V) A & R Westfield Lincoln Plaza,
L.L.C. (the “Applicant”), One Lin-
coln Plaza, Block 3104, Lot 1
(the “Premises”), Applicant re-
ceived Preliminary and Final
Major Site Plan Approval to con-
vert the second and third floors
of the existing building on the
Premises from business offices
to eight (8) residential condo-
minium units with the PNC Bank
branch facility continuing to oc-
cupy the first floor by Resolution
of the Planning Board of the
Town of Westfield dated De-
cember 6, 2004 (the “Site Plan
Approval”).

Applicant is seeking an amend-
ment to the Site Plan Approval
allowing it to change facades of
the building.

Variances, waivers or excep-
tions from certain site plan de-
tails or relief from requirements
may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

Arthur P. Attenasio, Esquire
Buttermore and Attenasio

Attorney for Applicant
A & R Westfield Lincoln Plaza, L.L.C.,

445 E. Broad Street, P.O. Box 2189
Westfield, New Jersey 07091-2189

908-232-0292
1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Febru-
ary 14, 2005, to hear the following applica-
tion:

Needle Peluso Homes, LLC for 816
Cleveland Avenue, Block 6303, Lot 5 which
proposes a subdivision of one lot into two
lots, retain the existing home and con-
struct a home on the new lot. The following
variances are required:

Lot 5.01
Section 23-3.4A, Para G, Col. 3-Lot

Size: Required: 6,000 square feet; Pro-
posed: 5,622.48 square feet

Section 23-3.4A, Para G, Col. 10-Rear
Yard Setback: Required: 30 feet; Exist-
ing: 26.13 feet

Section 23-2.3, Regulations Appli-
cable to All Zones-Garages: Required:
12 feet x 20 feet; Proposed: 10 feet x 21.2
feet

Lot 5.02
Section 23-3.4A, Para G, Col. 3-Lot

Size: Required: 6,000 square feet; Pro-
posed: 5,622.48 square feet

Section 23-4.2, -Average Front Yard
Setbacks: Required: 25.2 feet; Existing:
28.18 feet

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $34.17

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of: JEAN C. LAY, A/K/A JEAN E.
(NEE COLLINS) LAY, Deceased

Pursuant to the order of James S.
LaCorte, Surrogate of the County of Union,
made on the 21ST day of JANUARY, A.D.
2005, upon the application of the under-
signed, as EXECUTOR of the estate of
said deceased, notice is hereby given to
the creditors of said deceased to exhibit to
the subscriber under oath or affirmation
their claims and demands against the es-
tate of said deceased within six months
from the date of said order.

JOHN H. LAY, JR.
EXECUTOR

ATTORNEY
WILLIAM B. BUTLER
501 LENOX AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $18.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on January 4, 2004 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

RESOLUTION
2005-46

FINANCE POLICY COMMITTE
JANUARY 4, 2005

WHEREAS, a need exists for the Town
of Westfield to retain the professional legal
services of a consultant and negotiator in
connection with collective bargaining be-
tween the Town and its employee repre-
sentation organizations; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law (NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq) authorizes
the letting of contracts for professional
services without competitive bidding; and

WHEREAS, Certificate of the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, certifying the availability of
adequate funds for this contract, prepared
in accordance with NJAC 5:30-1.10, has
been furnished to the Town Clerk.  Expen-
diture of funds pursuant to this contract is
to be charged to the Legal Account,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that:

1.        Frederick T Danser III, Esq be
engaged to represent the Town of Westfield
in labor negotiations with employee repre-
sentation organizations or the year ending
December 31, 2005 at an annual fee of
$20,000.

2.        This contract is awarded with-
out competitive bidding as a “Professional
Service” under the provisions of the Local
Public Contracts Law, NJSA 40A: 11-5(1)
(a) because the service is legal in nature.

3.        A copy of this resolution shall
be published in The Westfield Leader as
public notice of the action in accordance
with NJSA 40A:11-5.
1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, January 25,
2005, there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first read-
ing, the following ordinance :

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF $160,000
FROM THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION IN CONNEC-
TION WITH THE PROJECT
KNOWN AS “IMPROVE-
MENTS TO RAHWAY ROAD –
SECTION 2”

PURPOSE: Appropriating the sum of
$160,000. from the NJ DOT Trust Fund
Grant for the purpose of roadway improve-
ments to Rahway Road, Section 2.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, February 8, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers of the Municipal
Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 05-01-S

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 11, 2005. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to EX-
CEED. IF NECESSARY, THE 2005 MU-
NICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION
LIMIT.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on February 8, 2005 at 7:30 P.M.,
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $21.42

Junior Women to Conduct
Benefit Wine Tasting Event

WESTFIELD – On Friday, March
4, the Westfield Junior Woman’s Club
will hold a wine tasting event at
Shackamaxon Country Club in Scotch
Plains to benefit Healing the Children.

A non-profit organization founded
in 1981, Healing the Children provides
free medical care or assistance to chil-
dren in the United States and abroad.

Dedicated to helping families who
do not have the resources or funds for
their children’s medical needs, the
organization’s motto is “Changing
the world…one child at a time.”

The wine tasting, to take place from
7:30 to 11:30 p.m., will include a

cocktail hour, full dinner and dessert,
plus a variety of wine. A silent auc-
tion, items raffle and 50/50 raffle also
will be included.

The Junior Woman’s Club of
Westfield is a group of approximately
30 volunteer women who work to-
ward improving the community, state,
and the lives of others. The club is a
member of the New Jersey State Fed-
eration of Woman’s Clubs. For ticket
prices and purchase, please call
Constance at (908) 233-4238.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 05-03-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 11, 2005. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

The purpose of this ordinance is to
AMEND THE EXISTING DOWNTOWN
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on February 8, 2005 at 7:30 P.M.,
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a regu-
lar meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tues-
day, January 25, 2005 the following ordi-
nances entitled:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
CHAPTER 10 SECTION 10-
1.5 OF THE GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS EN-
TITLED “PARKS AND GOLF
COURSE”

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $18.36

Australians to Meet
Sunday at Snuffy’s

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local Aus-
tralians will gather at Snuffy’s
Pantagis, located on Route 22 in
Scotch Plains, this Sunday, January
30, for a celebration of Australia Day.

The brunch will start at 10:30 a.m.
and conclude around 2:30 p.m. Di-
rections may be found at
www.snuffypantagis.com. To confirm
plans to attend, please call Vicki at
(908) 604-8910.

BROWNIE TEA PARTY…Brownie One Girl Scouts from Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains, Troop Nos. 417 and 889, recently held a combined
Holiday Tea Party. The 20 girls, plus a few older Brownies, dressed in tea party
hats and luxurious scarves. They learned about tea party history and etiquette,
sampled various types of teas and enjoyed traditional tea sandwiches and desserts.



Page 18  Thursday, January 27, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
KINGS COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

HANFORD, CALIFORNIA

SUMMONS (CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):

PAUL SHEARER; AND THE
ESTATE OF PAUL SHEARER

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAIN-
TIFF: (LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):

WESTLAKE FARMS, INC., A
CALIFORNIA CORPORA-
TION

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after
this summons and legal papers are served
on you to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff.  A letter or phone call will not
protect you. Your written response must
be in proper legal form if you want the court
to hear your case.  There may be a court
form that you can use for your response.
You can find these court forms and more
information at the California Courts Online
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you.  If you cannot pay
the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form.  If you do not file your re-
sponse on time, you may lose the case by
default, and your wages, money, and prop-
erty maybe taken without further warning
from the court.

There are other legal requirements.  You
may want to call an attorney right away.  If
you do not know an attorney, you may
want to call an attorney referral service.  If
you cannot afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services from a non-
profit legal services program.  You can
locate these nonprofit groups at the Cali-
fornia Legal Services Web site
(www.lawhelpcalifomia.org), the Califor-
nia Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by con-
tacting your local court or county bar asso-
ciation.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
despues de que le entreguen esta citacion
y papeles legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta corte y hacer
que se entregue una copia al demandante.
Una carta o una llamada telefonica no to
protegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la corte.
Es posible que haya un formulario que
usted pueda usar para su respuesta.
Puede encontrar estos formularios de la
corte y mas informacion en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de Califomia
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o
en la corte que le quede mas cerca. Si no
puede pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte que le de un
formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplimiento
y la corte le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero
y bienes sin mas advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un abogado
inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un
abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de
remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar a
un abogado, es posible que cumpla con
los requisitos para obtener servicios le-
gales gratuitos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encontrar
estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio
web de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifomia.org), en el Centro
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California,
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/)
o poniendose en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.

CASE NUMBER: (Numero del Caso):
04C 0483

The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es):

Kings County Superior Court
1426 South Drive
Hanford, CA 93230
Hanford Division

The name, address, and telephone num-
ber of plaintiffs attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney, is:  (El nombre, la direccion y
el numero de telefono del abogado del
demandante, o del demandante que no
tiene abogado, es):

Ronald P. Jones #146281
KAHN, SOARES & CONWAY, LLP
219 North Douty Street
Hanford, CA 93230
(559)584-3337

DATE (Fecha): Nov 03 2004
Todd H. Barton, Clerk (Secretario), by
Melissa Cooley, Deputy (Adjunto)

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Paul Shearer, or his estate, as to an
undivided 1/10 interest, as to the following
described parcel:

Lot 29 in Block 1 of Franklin
Tract No. 1, in the County of
Kings, State of California, ac-
cording to the Map thereof
recorded in Book 3, Page 34
of Licensed Surveyor Plats,
Kings County Records.
APN:  042-276-021

4 T - 1/13, 1/20, 1/27
& 2/3/05, The Times Fee: $420.24

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
COUNTY OF UNION

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that New
Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC a Delaware
LLC (“Applicant”) filed an application for
use, height and bulk variances along with
preliminary and final site plan approval
with the Town of Westfield, seeking per-
mission to construct a 85 feet flagpole and
to place twelve (12) telecommunication
antennas inside the flagpole and to place
an E911 antenna on the equipment at the
base of the pole.  The Applicant also
intends to place equipment cabinets at the
base of the flagpole on the above prop-
erty.  The property which is the subject of
this application is located at 1400 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, which
is located in the RA-2 Zoning District and
is designated on the Tax Maps as Block
3902, Lot 4 (“Property”).  Applicant is seek-
ing the following variances, approvals and
waivers:

* Use Variance - § 18.020 and §
18.19A of the Land Use Ordinance permit
freestanding cellular telecommunications
antennas as a conditional use only in the
0-2, 0-3, C and GB—2 zone districts.  This
application seeks a variance to permit a
freestanding cellular telecommunication
antenna in the RA-2 zone district.

* Height Variance - § 11.15E of the
Land Use Ordinance permits a maximum
building height of two floors.  The Appli-
cant seeks a building height of 85 feet in
the RA-2 zone district.

* Maximum Coverage Variance –
By building an above grade structure - §
11.15E (9) of the Land Use Ordinance
allows no more that 17% of the area of any
lot to be covered by buildings and above
ground structures.  The Applicant is seek-
ing 18.65%.

* Variance for location of free stand-
ing above grade structure - § 18.19E  of
the Land Use Ordinance permits said struc-
tures to be in the rear yard.  Applicant
seeks to place a freestanding above ground
structure in the front yard.

* Variance for maximum height of
wireless telecommunication tower - §
18.19C of the Land Use Ordinance per-
mits maximum height of wireless telecom-
munication towers at 100 feet for two or
more additional vendors.  This application
seeks a variance to permit the maximum
height of the wireless telecommunications
tower at 85 feet.

* Variance for exceeding fence
height - § 11.07C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance allows fences not to exceed 4 feet
in height when located in the front yard.
The Applicant seeks a variance to permit
the construction of a 6 foot fence in the
front yard.

* Variance for freestanding anten-
nas and related structures and equipment,
other than building - § 18.19E of the Land
Use Ordinance permits free standing an-
tennas, related structures and equipment
other than buildings shall not exceed 150
feet in height in the O-2 and O-3 zones,
and 45 feet in height in the C and the GB-
2 zone.  The Applicant proposes to place
the structures in an RA-2 zone at 85’ thus
requiring a variance.

* Preliminary and Final Site Plan
approval

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Ap-
plicant also seeks such approvals, waiv-
ers and variances from the requirements
of the Zoning Ordinance as may be deemed
necessary or required by the Town of
Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment at
the hearing in this matter.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
of Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment
will meet at  7:30 p.m. prevailing time,
Monday, February 14, 2005, in the Coun-
cil Chambers at the Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at which time opportunity will be
given to all those in interest to be heard
and at which time the Board may approve,
modify or deny the application.  Any inter-
ested party may appear at the aforesaid
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given the opportunity to be
heard with respect to the aforesaid appli-
cation.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the ap-
plication for development and all support-
ing maps, site plans and documents are
on file in the office of the Town Engineer,
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey, and are available for inspection
Monday through Friday, during normal
municipal business hours.

This notice is given pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-1 et seq.

New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
 a Delaware LLC

Pitney Hardin, LLP
Judith A. Babinski, Esq.

P.O. Box 1945
Morristown, New Jersey 07962-1945

(973) 966-8253
Attorneys for the Applicant

1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $99.96

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 Elm Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
B05-13A

Public Notice is hereby given that sealed
bids will be received by the The Westfield
Board of Education in the Town of Westfield
in the County of Union for the furnishing of
all labor, materials and equipment for the
new construction and installation of
relocatable trailer classroom unit, at Wil-
son Elementary School on February 10,
2005 at 2:00 P.M.  Bids will be opened and
read in public in the Board Room, 302
Elm Street, Town of Westfield, New
Jersey.

Bids are being received for:
New construction and installation of
relocatable trailer classroom unit, at

Wilson Elementary School.
Lump Sum Bid (All Work)

Work consists of the following but
is not necessarily limited to:

Contract #1:
New construction and installation of

relocatable trailer classroom unit, at
Wilson Elementary School.

LUMP SUM BID FOR EACH CON-
TRACT comprising all work, General Con-
struction, deck, stairs, ramp, drainage, all
utilities including hookup and trailers at the
Wilson Elementary School.

Drawings and Specifications for the
project may be examined at the office of
THE MUSIAL GROUP, p.a., Architecture-
Planning-Interior Design, 191 Mill Lane,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092 during
business hours, 8:30 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.  A
copy thereof may be procured after 12:00
P.M. on 31 January, 2005 at the office of
the Architect, THE MUSIAL GROUP, p.a.,
191 Mill Lane, Mountainside, New Jersey
07092, phone 908-232-2860, for the pur-
pose of bidding.  Form of Proposal and
Specifications may be obtained on appli-
cation at the office of the Architect upon
payment of $150.  (PAYMENT FOR ANY
AND ALL SETS IS NON-REFUNDABLE).
Check shall be made payable to the THE
MUSIAL GROUP, p.a.  Extra drawings
and/or specifications may be obtained from
the Architect for the cost of printing and
handling, and postage NON-REFUND-
ABLE.

All bids must be submitted in Tripli-
cate and duly time stamped, in the Office
of the Business Administrator not later
than the “Bid Opening Date and Time” as
stated in the Advertisement.  Bids shall
bear the name and address of the Bidder
and shall be endorsed “Temporary Trailer
at Wilson School.”

Bids will be received by the Board through
the designated person for the Board, Rob-
ert Berman, Business Administrator/Board
Secretary at the Town of Westfield Board
of Education offices at 2:00 P.M. prevail-
ing time on February 10, 2005 and will be
publicly opened and read immediately
thereafter.

Bidders shall leave their names, ad-
dresses, phone number and fax number at
the office of the Architect in order to have
information or addenda mailed to them if
and when required.  The bidder shall pro-
vide a street address and not a PO box
number, since Express Mail cannot be
delivered to a PO box number.  The archi-
tect shall not be responsible for any such
lack of information.  It is the bidders re-

sponsibility to provide the appropriate and
correct information.

No bid shall be accepted that does not
conform to the specifications.  Bids must
be made on standard proposal forms in
the manner designated by the specifica-
tions, must be enclosed in sealed enve-
lopes bearing the name and address of
the Bidder and the Contract being bid, on
the outside thereof, addressed and deliv-
ered to the Westfield Board of Education
Business Administrators Office, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Bidders shall not submit more than one
bid for any single Contract.

If a bid exceeds twenty thousand dollars
($20,000), the Bidder and all general con-
struction and subcontractors must be
prequalified by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Treasury, Division of Property
Management and Construction, as re-
quired by law and have a valid and current
Notice of Classification prior to the date
that bids are received.  Any bid submitted
under the terms of the New Jersey stat-
utes not including a copy of a valid and
active prequalification/classification cer-
tificate may be rejected as non-respon-
sive to the bid requirements.

Bids must be submitted on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a sealed envelope bearing the name
and address of Bidder and proposal iden-
tification number on the outside, and must
be accompanied by certified check, cash-
iers check or bid bond drawn to the Order
of the Town of Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, for not less than ten percent (10%) of
the amount of the bid, but in no case in
excess of twenty thousand dollars
($20,000); and must be delivered to the
Business Administrator at the above place,
by the hour named.  The Board and the
Board’s Architect or Engineer assume no
responsibility for bids mismailed or misdi-
rected.

Each Bidder shall submit with its bid, a
Bid Bond and Certificate of Consent of
Surety as per N.J.S.A.  18A:18A-25 from
a Surety company stating that it will pro-
vide the Bidder and all subcontractors, if
successful, with a performance/payment
bond in the full amount of the contract.  If
Bidders are not providing Surety for sub-
contractors, then the sub-contractor must
provide their own surety and proof of same
at the time of the bid submission.

In the case of projects for any Public
Body, a list submitted by corporate and
partnership bidders of the names and ad-
dresses of all stockholders owning 10% or
more of their stock or 10%or more of the
stock of their corporate stockholders, or in
the case of a partnership, the names and
addresses of those partners owning a
10% or greater interest therein.

If one or more of such stockholders or
partnership is itself a corporation or part-
nership, the stockholders holding 10% or
more of that corporation or the individual
partners owning 10% or greater interest in
that partnership, as the case may be, shall
also be listed.  These statements of names
and addresses must be submitted prior to
the receipt of the bid or must accompany
the bid.  No award of contract or agree-
ment entered into may be made if there is
a failure to comply with the provisions of
this law.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.  The Westfield Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive informality in the

bidding if it is in the interest of the Board to
do so.  The contract(s) will be awarded to
the lowest responsible Bidder(s).

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et. seq. Pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contract Laws.”

The Bidder’s attention is directed to the
fact that all applicable federal, state, and
municipal laws, and ordinances, rules and
regulations, including P.L. 1975, c. 127,
(N.J.A.C. 17:27) regarding Affirmative Ac-
tion of all authorities having jurisdiction
over construction work in the locality of the
project, shall apply to the contract through-
out, and they will be deemed to be in-
cluded in the contract, the same as if set
forth therein at length, including, but not
limited to, those laws identified in the IN-
STRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act” (P.L. 199, c239), bid-
ders and their subcontractors are required
to be registered with the New Jersey De-
partment of Labor and to possess a cur-
rent certificate by said Department indicat-
ing compliance with the Act.  Bidders are
notified of this requirement for their com-
pliance.  If, at the time of the bid opening,
the Bidder has not yet received the certifi-
cate from the Department, proof of appli-
cation along with the canceled check, if
available, for the application fee shall be
provided to the Board in lieu of such certifi-
cate.  Once the certificate is received, a
copy of same shall be delivered forthwith
to the Westfield Board of Education.

Bids must be enclosed in sealed, opaque
envelopes bearing the names and ad-
dress of the bidder, the Contract name
being bid, on the outside thereof and ad-
dressed in accordance with Advertisement
for Bids.  No bid may be withdrawn after
the day of receipt.  Only one bid shall be in
each envelope.

Bidders are notified as follows:
Addenda may be issued by the

Architect in accordance with the specifica-
tions up to seven (7) days prior to receipt
of bids and the bidders are obliged on their
own initiative to make inquiry for and ex-
amine such addenda, if any.

Bidders are notified that they must com-
ply with the provisions of N.J.S. 34:11-
56.25, et. Seq.  (Wages on Public Works)
and that the contract to be awarded in this
case shall contain a stipulation that the
wage rate must be paid to workmen em-
ployed in the performance of the contracts
and shall not be less than the prevailing
wage rate as determined by the Commis-
sioner of the Department of Labor and
Industry of the State of New Jersey.

Bidders are notified that they must com-
ply with N.J.A. 52:32-1 to 52:33-4, the
statues on the use of domestic materials
on public work.

Bidders are put on notice that the
Westfield Board of Education is an exempt
organization under the provisions of the
New Jersey State Sales and Use Tax Act
(N.J.S. 54:32B-1 et. Seq.) and is not re-
quired to pay sales tax.

Bidders are notified that the project must
be complete by August 26, 2005.

By order of Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, Town of Westfield in the County of
Union, New Jersey

Mr. Robert Berman
Assistant Superintendent/Business

Administrator
Westfield Board of Education

302 Elm Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $199.92

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on February 7, 2005 in Council Chambers
in the Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the
following application:

04-10(V) NORTHEAST GROUP LLC,
GINGER PITACCIO, PRESI-
DENT, 515 SHERWOOD
PARKWAY, BLOCK 1301, LOT
31, SEEKING MINOR SUBDI-
VISION WITH VARIANCES.
APPLICANT SEEKS TO CRE-
ATE TWO NEW LOTS FROM
AN EXISTING SINGLE LOT.
THE EXISTING HOUSE WILL
REMAIN ON NEWLY CRE-
ATED LOT 31.01 AND NEW
HOUSE WILL BE BUILT ON
NEWLY CREATED LOT 31.02.
Plans drawn by EKA Associ-
ates, P.A., 1765 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey 07076, dated 04/19/04,
(Sheets 1–3) revised date 11/
02/04, (Sheets 1–3).
Applicant seeks variances from
the following:
List of New C.40:55D-70c.
Variances Requested for Lot
31.01 (Existing Home):
Section 11.09E.4 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires lot depth of 120 feet.
Applicant proposes 111.99 feet.
Section 11.09E.1 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires lot area  of 6,000 square
feet.  Applicant proposes 5,973
square feet.
List of Existing Nonconform-
ing Zoning Conditions for Lot
31.01(Existing Home):
Section 11.09E.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a minimum street side
yard set back for corner lot of 20
feet.  Existing is 16.25 feet.
Section 11.09E.7 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a minimum rear yard set
back of 35 feet.  Existing is
34.82 feet.
List of New C.40:55D-70c
Variances Requested for Lot
31.02 (Proposed New Home):
Section 11.09E.4 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires a minimum lot depth of
120 feet.  Applicant proposes
112.55 feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Ave. W., Westfield, New Jersey and may
be seen Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $67.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2005
FOR:

CONSTRUCTION OF A 750-
TON CAPACITY SALT STOR-
AGE BUILDING AND SHEL-
TER

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00.  EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COM-
PANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PRO-
VIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE RE-
QUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE AC-
TION), AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY FOR
THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF WHICH
ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PICKED UP AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $49.47

NANNY AVAILABLE

Loving, warm and experienced
Nanny available in February for
full-time employment. I have
experience with children of all
ages. Excellent driver, familiar with
the Westfield/Scotch Plains area.
Excellent local references
available. If interested, please call
me: Gabby (908) 722-3697

HOMES FOR SALE

WARREN
Paradise awaits you! 1.9 acres of
lush gardens, in-ground pool,
arched mahogany entry door,
gourmet Viking Kitchen, 3 frpls,
tumbled marble bths & a steam
shower in the mstr. The list goes
on. This is the home you have
been waiting for!
WRN 0652 $2,100,000

Greenwood Meadows best!
Beautiful pool surrounded by lush
landscaping. 3 car garage.
Gourmet granite kitchen. Billiard
(living) & family room w/amazing
custom cabinetry/wet bar. Fin.
basement w/full bath. 1st fl office
& romantic marble master bath.
WRN 0722 $1,198,000

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

(908) 754-7511
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

JEEP HARDTOP FOR SALE

2000 Jeep Wrangler Hardtop for
sale. Fits ’87-’05. Excellent
condition, rarely used, fully wired
including rear wiper. Asking $950
OBO. (908) 654-7166

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP!

OPEN HOUSE
1/30/05, 12 - 4PM

CLARK TOWNSHIP Cozy split-
level in well groomed
neighborhood. Refinished hdwd
flrs thru-out. Andersen windows
w/Bay window in LR.
Directions: Lake Ave S/Schwin
Dr. L/Lance Dr. R/Roberts Rd.

WEICHERT REALTORS
(908) 526-5444

HOUSE CLEANING

Portuguese lady will clean your
house, apartment and offices.

Please call (908) 469-4200

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for par-
ents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top. Name brand,
new in plastic $140. Can Deliver.

(732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

Cherry sleigh bed, chest, dresser
& mirror and night stand. New in
box. Value $2200 sell $925.

(732) 259-6690

DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry wood set,
table, hutch & buffet, 6 chairs.

List $4200 sell $2150.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

BED

Visco Elastic Memory Foam
matress set, Queen, as seen on
TV. Value $1200 sell $375.

(732) 259-6690

ERRAND SERVICE

ROUND N’ABOUT
We offer a wide range of services
to help clients manage their busy
lives by running errands, grocery
shopping and helping with other
distractions of daily life.

PLEASE CALL FOR A
CONSULTATION

(908) 889-7967 (908) 889-6188

Watch the SUPERBOWL on a
HUGE projection screen in your
own home. Rent an LCD
Projector with screen.
Call Westfield A/V for info.

732-801-3200

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY

SUMMER RENTAL

South Belmar - Close to beach,
4 bedrooms, 1.5 baths.

Great family neighborhood!
Monthly or Bi-weekly.
Call (908) 317-6889

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Attractive 5
room duplex. Walk to town & NYC
Transp. CAC, W/D, DW, hdwd
floors. $1510 + utils. No fee.

(908) 322-1238 or
WFrental@MSN.com

MISSING CAT

(Kody) White male with charcoal
gray markings on face & back,
green eyes. (908) 654-9510

REWARD!!

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman looking for homes
to clean. Good experience and
references. Own transportation.

Call (908) 265-6951

HELP WANTED

DRIVER WANTED
WESTFIELD, FULL-TIME

CALL (908) 232-0086

EXPERIENCED
BABYSITTER WANTED

Sitter wanted to watch 4 yr. old
and 3 month old in my Westfield
home. Initially for one day a week
(possibly more) and occassional
nights. Must have own
transportation, speak English and
provide references. Please call
for an interview. (908) 317-0446

SUMMER RENTAL WANTED

Mature Couple seeking
furnished summer rental in

Westfield or surrounding area.
(908) 209-7905

HELP WANTED

PLUMBING APPRENTICE
Experience preferred but will

train the right person for full-time
position. Must be hard working
and reliable with mechanical
ability. NJ drivers license req.

Benefits.
Call (908) 654-1818.

BABYSITTER WANTED

Babysitter with car wanted in
Scotch Plains for 10-year-old girl.
Monday-Friday, 3PM - 6PM to
help with homework and take to
activities. FT during summer.
Salary flexible. (908) 322-2278

COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark

(908) 494-5409

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON MONDAY, MARCH 28, 2005
FOR:

USER-FEE BASED RESIDEN-
TIAL CLEANUP PROGRAM
FOR BULKY HOUSEHOLD
WASTE.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND
MUST BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE
AND BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00.  EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COM-
PANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PRO-
VIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE RE-
QUIRED PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE
FULL AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT,
BY A NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND
A CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL
PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 127 PL 1975
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LAW AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION (AFFIRMATIVE AC-
TION), AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY FOR
THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF WHICH
ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
PROCURED ($25.00) AT THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC
WORKS CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE
WEST, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KENNETH B. MARSH
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $49.47

HELP WANTED

PART TIME / PERMANENT
Our busy Westfield Dental practice
is seeking an energetic, self-
motivated and detail oriented person
to work as a patient & dental care
coordinator. Computer knowledge
required. Experience is helpful but
not necessary. M, T, Th, & F. 8:30am
-3:00pm. (908) 232-6132

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

This is to certify that the within resolution
is a true and exact copy of the resolution
adopted on January 4, 2004 by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield.

Claire J. Gray
Acting Town Clerk

RESOLUTION
2005-47

FINANCE POLICY COMMITTEE
JANUARY 4, 2005

WHEREAS, there exists a need for the
Annual Audit of the accounts of the Town
of Westfield, and

WHEREAS, U.S. OMB Circular 133 and
State of New Jersey OMB Circular 98-07
mandate that there be an audit of Federal
and State Programs,

WHEREAS, on July 26, 1996 the Town
of Westfield created a Deferred Compen-
sation Plan, which is offered to all employ-
ees, pursuant to Sections 403 (b) and 457
of the Internal Revenue Code; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to NJAC 5:37-10
the Financial Statements of such Deferred
Compensation Plan must be reviewed,

WHEREAS, pursuant to rule 15c2-
12(B)(5) of the Securities and Exchange
Commission a Preparation of the Second-
ary Market Disclosure Report must be
filed for year ending December 31, 2004.

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, (NJSA 40A:11-1 et seq) authorizes
the letting of contracts for professional
services without competitive bidding;

WHEREAS, Certificate of the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, certifying the availability of
adequate funds for this contract, prepared
in accordance with NJAC 5:30-1.10, has
been furnished to the Town Clerk.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that:

1. The firm of Suplee, Clooney &
Company, Registered Municipal Accoun-
tants and Certified Public Accountants, be
engaged to make the statutory audit of the
accounts of the Town of Westfield for the
year ending December 31, 2005, in accor-
dance with the regulations of the Division
of Local Government Services, Depart-
ment of Community Affairs of the State of
New Jersey; an audit of Federal and State
Programs in accordance with U.S. OMB
Circular 133 and State of New Jersey
OMB Circular 98-07 and Assistance with
Preparation of the calendar year 2004
Financial Statement, the Annual Debt
Statement and calendar year 2005 Fiscal
Year Operating and Capital Budgets, for a
fee not to exceed $51,250.

2. The aforementioned firm also be
engaged to perform the Review Report on
the Town of Westfield Deferred Compen-
sation Plan for an additional fee of $900.

3. The aforementioned firm will also
be engaged to perform a preparation Mar-
ket Disclosure Report for the Year Ended
December 31, 2004 for an additional fee of
$3,750.00.

4. Total fee for the year will be
$55,900.00, with expenditure charged to
audit account.

5. This contract is awarded without
competitive bidding as a “Professional
Service” under the provisions of the Local
Public Contracts Law, NJSA 40A:11-5(1)
because NJSA 40A:4-11 exempts from
public bidding any work performed pursu-
ant to NJSA 40A:5-4.

6. A copy of this resolution shall be
published in The Westfield Leader as pub-
lic notice of the action taken in accordance
with NJSA 40A:11-5.
1 T - 1/27/05, The Leader Fee: $69.87

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Febru-
ary 14, 2005 to hear the Waiver of Site
Plan application of E-2 Willow, LLC, for
504 Willow Avenue & 1720 E. Second
Street, Block 404, Lot 2.01, B-2 Zone,
which proposes to construct a second
story addition to a portion of the existing
building for the site known as Athletic
Edge, LLC. to be used for physical train-
ing. The following variances are requested:

Section 23-3.11(d)1-Truck Loading
and Unloading: Required: Provided on
the property in other than front yard; Pro-
posed: None

Section 23-3.11(d)2-Buffer: Required:
10 feet wide landscape buffer adjacent to
a residence Zone; Proposed: None

Section 23-3.11(d)3-Off Street Park-
ing: Required: 35 parking spaces; Pro-
posed: 19

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 1/27/05, The Times Fee: $28.56
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) will continue its
22nd season with a concert featuring Brahms’
Symphony No. 3 in F, Vaughan Williams’
Serenade to Music (orchestral
version) and Robert Aldridge’s
Concerto for Violin.

The concert will take
place at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
February 5, at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield.

The program includes ro-
mantic music, offering three
different takes on the warmth
and expressive nature of 19th
and 20th century tonal music.

In describing the works to be per-
formed, WSO Music Director David
Wroe said, “Vaughan Williams, known
as the ‘English Impressionist’, betrays
unabashed sentimentalism and a sweet
melancholy in his Serenade to Music. In
contrast to this is Brahms, the masculine
German Romantic, whose Third Sym-
phony is one of the last vestiges of giant

Romanticism.”
Maestro Wroe continued, “Aldridge’s rela-

tively new violin concerto is a melting pot of
what has come before, yet expressed through

the unique perspective of a liv-
ing American composer – re-
sulting in a hauntingly beauti-
ful new major work added to
the concerto repertoire.”

Robert Aldridge will lead a
free pre-concert lecture at 7
p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church. Violinist Boris
Kucharsky will join him to an-
swer questions for attendees.

Tickets for the concert are
$25 to $60 with discounts for

students and senior citizens. Concert tick-
ets may be purchased directly from the
WSO by calling (908) 232-9400 or vis-
iting the office at 224 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Twenty-five dollar tickets are also available
at the following WSO ticket outlets: Lancaster,
Ltd. and The Town Book Store, both of
Westfield, Martin Jewelers in Cranford and
Beautiful Things in Scotch Plains.

MMMMMusical usical usical usical usical Theater PTheater PTheater PTheater PTheater Prrrrreparationeparationeparationeparationeparation
Course Scheduled bCourse Scheduled bCourse Scheduled bCourse Scheduled bCourse Scheduled by NJWy NJWy NJWy NJWy NJWAAAAA

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Aspiring young
actors who want to polish their theater
skills may register for the Musical The-

ater Workshop given by the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) in
Westfield.

Taught by veteran Broadway actor
Juan Pineda, the course is open to stu-
dents ages 10 to 18 years old, who will be
trained in scene preparation, audition
and performance preparation, acting tech-
niques and solo and ensemble work.

The class is geared toward students
who may wish to audition for roles in
their own school productions.

Mr. Pineda, who was a member of the
Broadway cast of Miss Saigon and an inter-
national cast of The King and I, recently
appeared in the Fourth Annual Concert of
Excellence at Alice Tully Hall in Lincoln
Center. He played the role of Riccardo in
Verdi’s Un Ballo In Maschera, produced by
the Little Opera Company of New Jersey,
a group of which he co-founded. His credits
include various opera, film, stage, cabaret,
and recording projects done internation-
ally and in the United States.

The Musical Theater Workshop is
held on Thursdays, from 3:30 to 5
p.m., at the NJWA Annex, located at
361 South Avenue East in Westfield.

For further information, please call
(908) 789-9696. For additional infor-
mation on NJWA programs, please
visit www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

JJJJJunior Munior Munior Munior Munior Musical Club to Husical Club to Husical Club to Husical Club to Husical Club to Holdoldoldoldold
AAAAAuditions Nuditions Nuditions Nuditions Nuditions Next ext ext ext ext WWWWWednesdayednesdayednesdayednesdayednesday

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield will hold audi-
tions for membership on Wednesday,
February 2, at the home of Jason
Tammam, located at 1168 Prospect
Street in Westfield.

Youngsters in grades eight to 12,
who are studying music, are invited to
apply for membership.

The audition will require two pieces
to be performed from memory – one
from the periods up to and including
the Beethoven era, and the other from
the Romantic or Modern periods.

If accompaniment is needed, it
should be provided by the performer.

To audition, please call Jean
Namkung at (908) 771-9555.

The Junior Musical Club, a division
of The Musical Club of Westfield, is a
performing group of high school in-
strumentalists and vocalists from

Westfield and the surrounding areas,
who are brought together by their love
of music.

The 2005 slate of officers includes
Henry Namkung, President; Kathy
Yang, Vice-President of Programs; Jean
Namkung, Vice-President of Auditions;
Andrew Gibson, Treasurer; Rachel
Louie, Secretary; Kirsten Mandala,
Hospitality; and Bryan Krichilsky, Pub-
licity.

The next meeting will be held on
Sunday, February 6, at 7 p.m. at the
Krichilsky home, located at 1027 Sum-
mit Avenue in Westfield.

The current members of the club
will partake in the ensemble concert,
which will be held on Sunday, March
13, at 3 p.m. in the First Baptist Church
on 170 Elm Street. The concert will be
open to the public and admission is
free.

VVVVVolunteers for Solunteers for Solunteers for Solunteers for Solunteers for Summerummerummerummerummer
SSSSSought bought bought bought bought by Ry Ry Ry Ry Rome Fome Fome Fome Fome Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal

AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – For the summer of 2005,
the Rome Festival Orchestra (RFO),
Ltd., an American charity, needs
volunteers to help with the Rome
Festival in Rome, Italy.

The RFO presents symphony con-
certs with chorus, chamber music
concerts, and fully-staged operas and
classical ballets.

Volunteers are needed from all
performing arts areas, including cho-
ral singers, back stage helpers, set
designers, artists, plus many more.

For general information, please
visit http://www.geocities.com/
romefestival. To inquire about spe-
cific positions, please e-mail
romefestivalvol@yahoo.com and
specify area of interest and career
status or age, or call (800) 811-3841
during morning hours specifying
volunteerism.

Volunteers serve in Rome for two
or more weeks. Their out-of-pocket
expenses usually qualify as charitable
contributions.

NNNNNeeeeew w w w w WWWWWebsite Launchedebsite Launchedebsite Launchedebsite Launchedebsite Launched
BBBBBy y y y y WWWWWorororororkshop for Arkshop for Arkshop for Arkshop for Arkshop for Artststststs
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
in Westfield has launched
its newly designed website,
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Members of the public relations
department of NJWA have been work-
ing with web designer Jenny Gao
of sarwebstudio to develop an easy-to-
navigate web site containing informa-
tion about the NJWA and its
programs.

“We are extremely pleased to keep
the public informed through this me-
dium,” said NJWA Founder and Ex-
ecutive Director Dr. Theodore
Schlosberg. “Since 1972, our program
has grown so much that it is important
to use current information trends which
permit the public to be up-to-date with
our programs and our events.”

He added, “The accomplishments
of our students, whether adults, teens,
school children or pre-schoolers, are so
remarkable that we would like to give
the public the opportunity to share
their experiences. This website, with
its user-friendly format, will supple-
ment the information available in our
usual flyers, brochures, press releases
and display ads.”

Boris KucharskyBoris KucharskyBoris KucharskyBoris KucharskyBoris KucharskyIIIIIn Gn Gn Gn Gn Good Companyood Companyood Companyood Companyood Company:::::
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 & ½ POPCORNS

This is a nice little surprise. Past experi-
ence would lead you to believe that the
coming attractions for In Good Company,
about a middle-aged advertising salesman
(Dennis Quaid) who suddenly has a boss
half his age foisted on him, tell it all. While
they sort of do, director Paul Weitz’s nicely
flourished tale still has enough good stuff in
reserve to keep us sufficiently interested and
off guard for most of its enjoyable doings.

What’s more, it’s sweet versus cute. Cute,
as films go, is generally used to describe an
actually mediocre effort. But, since it doesn’t
entirely insult you, your mother or what-
ever you believe in, and because it doesn’t
make you nauseous, you give it dispensa-
tion.

Sweet, on the other hand, implies the
movie in question demonstrates a modi-
cum of virtue, apparent goodwill and what
actually seems like an honest belief in the
humanitarian thing it’s trying to say. Okay,
so it isn’t the last word on the subject by a
long shot … in this case the tacit crime
against society known as corporate cold-
ness. It won’t win the Nobel Prize. Not
even an Oscar, for that matter.

Hence, when it’s perceived that the
filmmaker is tackling a topic that’s truly in
our better interest, albeit interspersed
through what is otherwise a lighthearted,
commercially intended comedy, that’s kind
of sweet … don’t you think?

After holding down the advertising sales
department at “Sports America Magazine”
for nigh on 25 years, Dan Foreman, portrayed
by Dennis Quaid, is demoted. A 21st century
victim of acquisitions, mergers and a general
disregard for human worth, the super sales-
men is supplanted by 26-year-old Carter
Duryea (Topher Grace), a Young Turk who
made his bones in the cell phone business.
“Things could have been worse,” informs the
new boss, recognizing the inherent value of his
more experienced predecessor.”

“How so?” asks the entirely shocked
Foreman.

“You could have been fired,” responds
the hotshot.

Welcome to bottom line thinking. Ap-
parently, things haven’t changed all that much
since Fezziwig went bankrupt, outsmarted
by Scrooge and Marley. Only now, the white-
gloved culprits don’t have to avert their eyes.
In the case of Dan’s fall from grace, faceless
corporate dictums do the dirty work.

But wait. If this were simply a black and
white tale of good and evil, there wouldn’t be
much to it. Knowing that true drama resides
within the gray between those dipoles, Weitz
adds another point of interest. Is that a spark
of humanity we detect in Duryea? Could it
be he’s as much a victim of modern times as
Dan? Perhaps all is not lost.

Still, when the lonely young man weasels
his way into the Foreman abode for a home-
cooked meal, we fear the sticky situation
may result in standard sitcom complica-
tions. Happily, such is not the case. Com-
mendably, In Good Company doesn’t feel
compelled to reach for the laugh at every
opportunity. Even more to its credit, when
Dan’s daughter Alex (Scarlett Johansson)
and Carter find romance, the turn of events
plays remarkably free of contrivance. In the
modern parlance, Weitz keeps it real.

Helping achieve that end, Quaid is jour-
neyman good as the middle class, middle-
aged worker bee, imbuing his embattled
regular guy with just the right amount of
heroism. Noble in the way that so many
unheralded providers of home and hearth
are, he anguishes when the 26-year-old
wunderkind tells him he must let go his
longtime employees, Morty (David Paymer)
and Lou (Kevin Chapman). “You mean fire
them?” Dan angrily queries, disdainful of the
dissociating euphemism. But that’s as far as
his protest goes. He has a family to support.

Less studied but equally well character-
ized, Topher Grace’s portrayal of the new
corporate personality reminds us of what we
learned from Walt Kelly’s Pogo. That is, “We
have found the enemy… and he is us.”
Which, again, is what gives this story cre-
dence.

Granted, there are a few misguided
souls among the cast. Corwin (Frankie
Faison), for example, Carter’s sadistically
clueless boss, just may be too indoctri-
nated to hope for any sort of redemption.
The same goes for Malcolm McDowell as

the strange Teddy K, the Svengali-like
CEO of the conglomerate that takes over
“Sports America.” Yet, knowing that no
one person can be held responsible for the
system’s inequities hammers home the
nature of humankind’s plight.

As the world spins faster and faster, tech-
nology continues to geometrically increase
its influence on our lives. The lessons of
more enlightened periods seem more nos-
talgic than relevant. A dangerous alienation
occurs. And thus the left and right may
forget that they are symbiotic sides of the
same, freedom loving coin. Just how to
maintain that liberty is what’s really at issue.

The conservatives are afraid that if they let-
up in the survival-of-the-fittest stakes, a spoiled,
less productive proletariat will only expect
more special privilege. While the liberals, on
the other hand, are certain the right is con-
cerned only with solidifying its power. The
schism finds its way into the boardroom.

Like almost everything else, it’s all a
matter of perception. Corporate America
has no real politics. It merely hunts the
bottom line with the same single-minded
determination of a river searching for the
path of least resistance. Whether it means
laying off 6,000 workers or supporting a
national health plan, if that’s what will
insure dividends for stockholders, so be it.

All of which suggests that some human
oversight and a little taking of inventory is
in order. Otherwise, let’s face it. It’ll be easy
pickings when the Martians venture down
to conquer us.

To this end, Weitz’s convivial yarn makes
its contribution. Mind you, the tack taken is
optimistically blithe. The movie isn’t about
to replace the inflammatory Oil for the
Lamps of China (1935) or the iconic The
Grapes of Wrath (1940) in the annals of
socially profound cinema. But, in its sweet
little way it reminds us that we’re all in this
together. Which, if we can just iron out our
differences, puts us In Good Company.

* * * * * * *
IIIIIn Gn Gn Gn Gn Good Companyood Companyood Companyood Companyood Company, rated PG-13, is a

Universal Pictures release directed by Paul
Weitz and stars Dennis Quaid, Topher
Grace and Scarlett Johansson. Running
time: 109 minutes.

EEEEErratumrratumrratumrratumrratum
In the January 20 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, in reporting
about the Choral Arts Society’s Janu-
ary 15 concert, Brad Tinfow should
have attributed the solo in the Virgam
Virtutis section to alto Luthian
Brackett. He regrets the error.

EEEEExhibit of Jxhibit of Jxhibit of Jxhibit of Jxhibit of Jan Alperan Alperan Alperan Alperan Alperttttt’’’’’s Os Os Os Os Oils,ils,ils,ils,ils,
RiggioRiggioRiggioRiggioRiggio’’’’’s Ps Ps Ps Ps Photography Shotography Shotography Shotography Shotography Slatedlatedlatedlatedlated

WWWWWAAAAATTTTTCHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG CHUNG – Throughout Feb-
ruary, the Upper Gallery at the
Watchung Arts Center (WAC) will
spotlight the works of New York artist
Jan Alpert and photographer Joseph
Riggio. An artist’s reception will be
held on Sunday, February 6, from 1 to
4 p.m., while the exhibit will be pre-
sented from Tuesday, February 1, to
Saturday, February 26.

The issues of the human condition,
such as aging and the loss of physical
beauty, is the subject of Ms. Alpert’s
“Women and Other Visions,” a series
of expressionist oil works.

“Subject matter varies with my emo-
tions, or can just be an image brought
to life through photographs taken by
me,” said Ms. Alpert, a former model-
ing agent who tired of working with
the “young and beautiful,” and became
driven to change the focus of her life
and her art.

A graduate of Adelphi University
with a bachelor’s degree in art educa-

tion, Ms. Alpert works to find strong
emotions through the use of layered
colors, collages and powerful subjects
to convey abstract reality.

Mr. Riggio, who considers himself a
photographer on the edge and who
“shoots from the hip,” uses the enthu-
siasm he derives from the rhythms of
the street to capture the excitement,
unpredictability and characters of the
life he encounters.

A photographer for 14 years, Mr.
Riggio has exhibited in both group and
solo shows and has “photo storyboard”
on permanent display at the Paterson
Museum.

A member of the New Jersey Pho-
tography Forum and the Unique Vi-
sion Workshop, Mr. Riggio will in-
clude a series of digital color composi-
tions that have an abstract energy in his
WAC exhibition.

Gallery hours are Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Friday, and Saturday from 1 to 4:30
p.m., and Thursdays from 1 to 7:30 p.m.

Get
Outta
The

House
By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Great Swamp Outdoor Edu-
cation Center is offering an infor-
mative workshop on MMMMMaple Saple Saple Saple Saple Sug-ug-ug-ug-ug-
aringaringaringaringaring     on Sunday, January 30, at 2
p.m. Admission is $1. The work-
shop will be repeated on Saturday,
February 5, 12, and 19 at 2 p.m.
This all leads up to the grand finale
— The MThe MThe MThe MThe Maple Saple Saple Saple Saple Sugaring Fugaring Fugaring Fugaring Fugaring Festivestivestivestivestivalalalalal
on Saturday, February 26, from 12
to 4 p.m., with tree tapping dem-
onstrations, games, snow-cones,
crafts, and taste tests. Admission to
the festival is $2 per person. The
center is located at 247 Southern
Boulevard in Chatham. For more
information, please call (973) 635-
6629.

* * * * * * *
Mary Matalin and James Carville

will appear at New Brunswick’s
State Theatre on Monday, January
31, at 8 p.m. in AllAllAllAllAll’’’’’s Fs Fs Fs Fs Fair: Loair: Loair: Loair: Loair: Lovvvvve,e,e,e,e,
WWWWWar & Par & Par & Par & Par & Politicsoliticsoliticsoliticsolitics, part of the SSSSSmarmarmarmarmarttttt
TTTTTalk alk alk alk alk WWWWWomenomenomenomenomen’’’’’s Lecturs Lecturs Lecturs Lecturs Lecture Se Se Se Se Serieserieserieserieseries.
While they may be a functioning
couple at home, their political views
are far apart. You must purchase a
package for the entire series in or-
der to see this dynamic duo, and
this is the first of five events. To
order your subscription, please call
the box office at (877) STATE-11.

* * * * * * *
Tenor Ben Heppner is coming

to Prudential Hall in Newark on
Saturday, January 29, with the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra. The
performance, HHHHHeppnereppnereppnereppnereppner’’’’’s Hs Hs Hs Hs Herererereroesoesoesoesoes,
begins at 8 p.m. and tickets cost
$18 to $75. This is an exclusive
concert appearance. The program
will include scenes and arias from
the greatest of the German roman-
tic operas by Wagner, Beethoven
and Weber. For tickets, please call
(800) 255-3467.

* * * * * * *
The 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual GThe 37th Annual Geologyeologyeologyeologyeology

OOOOOpen Hpen Hpen Hpen Hpen Houseouseouseouseouse at Rutgers Univer-
sity will take place on Saturday,
January 29. The Geology Museum
is located in Geology Hall on the
College Avenue campus, 85
Somerset Street. The museum fea-
tures exhibits on both geology and
anthropology. For directions, ad-
mission charges and more infor-
mation, please call (732) 932-7243.
For a map of the campus, please
visit http://maps.rutgers.edu/
maps/default.aspx?campus=5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

SSSSStevtevtevtevteve Krakauere Krakauere Krakauere Krakauere Krakauer
told The Leader/Times, “I love seeing
my name in a byline, like the first
article I wrote for The Westfield Leader
and the columns I’ve written for The
Daily Orange.”

His next foray into the literary world
might have more of a personal connec-
tion, Steve hinted.

In the meantime, however, the
broadcast journalism major would like
to focus on some movie scripts he has
been writing. He also is excited about
his stay in Europe, which will allow
him to explore the landscapes of Italy,
Spain, Germany, France and
Amsterdam.

To obtain a copy of “Syracuse Uni-
versity: Off the Record” for $14.95,
please visit www.collegeprowler.com,
www.bn.com, www.amazon.com, or
www.walmart.com. The book is also
available at Borders bookstores and
many campus bookstore locations.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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Photo Courtesy of and taken by Lois Anne Farina Reilly, Director of Alumni Relations, Bloomfield College
PHOTO FAMOUS...Photographer Joseph Riggio will spotlight his work at thePHOTO FAMOUS...Photographer Joseph Riggio will spotlight his work at thePHOTO FAMOUS...Photographer Joseph Riggio will spotlight his work at thePHOTO FAMOUS...Photographer Joseph Riggio will spotlight his work at thePHOTO FAMOUS...Photographer Joseph Riggio will spotlight his work at the
Watchung Arts Center’s Upper Gallery through Saturday, February 26.Watchung Arts Center’s Upper Gallery through Saturday, February 26.Watchung Arts Center’s Upper Gallery through Saturday, February 26.Watchung Arts Center’s Upper Gallery through Saturday, February 26.Watchung Arts Center’s Upper Gallery through Saturday, February 26.
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WWWWWinners Rinners Rinners Rinners Rinners Recently Recently Recently Recently Recently Revevevevevealedealedealedealedealed

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The bitter cold January days of late were
made a little warmer when, on January 17,
the Association for Library Service to Chil-
dren (ALSC), a divi-
sion of the American
Library Association
(ALA), announced
the 2005 winners of
the prestigious John
Newbery and
Randolph Caldecott
Medals for excellence
in children‘s litera-
ture.

The announce-
ment was made at
the ALA’s Midwinter meeting in Boston.
Cynthia Kadohata, was awarded the
Newbery Medal for “Kira-Kira,” and
Kevin Henkes, illustrator and author of
“Kitten’s First Full Moon,”
received the Caldecott
Medal.

Often considered the
“Academy Awards of
children’s book publish-
ing,” both medals recog-
nize exceptional writing
and illustrating in
children’s books published
in the United States dur-
ing the previous year.

The ALA’s endorse-
ment of “Kira-Kira” em-
phasizes the continued im-
portance of multicultural stories to young
readers, educators and children’s librar-
ians alike, and is reminiscent of the pre-
sentation of the Newbery three years ago
to Linda Sue Parks, for “A Single Shard,”
her story set in 12th century Korea.

The setting for “Kira-Kira” is rural
Georgia in the 1950s; the main character,
Katie Takeshima, a young Japanese-
American girl, walks a tightrope between
the world as her parents see it, and the
world as she knows it can be - kira-kira -
bright and beautiful.

“Kira-Kira” is targeted towards middle

grade readers and is published by Ath-
eneum Books for Young Readers, an
imprint of Simon & Schuster.

The Caldecott Medal winner, “Kitten’s
First Full Moon” is published by

Greenwillow Books,
an imprint of
HarperCollins Pub-
lishers. The circle is
the predominant
shape in this pre-
school book —
which is why the kit-
ten thinks the moon
is a bowl of milk.
“Kitten’s First Full
Moon” also received
the New York Times

Best Illustrated Book Award.
Mr. Henkes, the author, is not new to

ALSC awards; he is the author of “Olive’s
Ocean,” a 2004 Newbery
Honor Book, and
“Owen” a 1994 Caldecott
Honor Book.

As is customary with
the award, the ALSC also
named Newbery Honor
Books: “Al Capone Does
My Shirts,” by Gennifer
Choldenko (G.P. Putnam’s
Sons, a division of Pen-
guin Young Readers
Group);”The Voice That
Challenged a Nation:
Marian Anderson and the

Struggle for Equal Rights,” by Russell
Freedman (Clarion Books, an imprint of
Houghton Mifflin); and “Lizzie Bright
and the Buckminster Boy,” by Gary
Schmidt (Clarion Books).

“The Red Book,” illustrated and writ-
ten by Barbara Lehman and published by
Houghton Mifflin Company; “Coming
on Home Soon,” illustrated by E.B. Lewis,
written by Jacqueline Woodson and pub-
lished by G.P. Putnam’s Sons;  “Knuffle
Bunny: A Cautionary Tale,” illustrated
and written by Mo Willems and pub-
lished by Hyperion Books for Children
were all named Caldecott Honor Books.

Will dancing become part of the
mayoral lifestyle? Both politicians said
they’d show off their new moves, if the
opportunity arose.

“I think once you get over the ner-
vousness of not knowing the steps,
dancing is a lot of fun,” said Mayor
Mahr.

“It’s a great outlet,” Mayor Marks
offered. “Maybe if my wife sees the
product on TV, and she sees what a
good job I did, she won’t be so em-
barrassed to be seen on the dance
floor with me.”

In the mean time, their episode will
air throughout the month of February.

READY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater andREADY FOR THE STAGE…Jonathan Fishman, Matt Felix, Mitch Slater and
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8 p.m. and Saturday, January 29, at 2 and 8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School8 p.m. and Saturday, January 29, at 2 and 8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School8 p.m. and Saturday, January 29, at 2 and 8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School8 p.m. and Saturday, January 29, at 2 and 8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School8 p.m. and Saturday, January 29, at 2 and 8 p.m. at Roosevelt Intermediate School
in Westfield. Tickets are $7 to $8. All proceeds benefit the teachers and students atin Westfield. Tickets are $7 to $8. All proceeds benefit the teachers and students atin Westfield. Tickets are $7 to $8. All proceeds benefit the teachers and students atin Westfield. Tickets are $7 to $8. All proceeds benefit the teachers and students atin Westfield. Tickets are $7 to $8. All proceeds benefit the teachers and students at
Washington School. To order tickets, please call (908) 232-5900. The producer ofWashington School. To order tickets, please call (908) 232-5900. The producer ofWashington School. To order tickets, please call (908) 232-5900. The producer ofWashington School. To order tickets, please call (908) 232-5900. The producer ofWashington School. To order tickets, please call (908) 232-5900. The producer of
the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.the show, which will feature groovy 70s music, is Katie Virzi.
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BBBBBelly Laughs at elly Laughs at elly Laughs at elly Laughs at elly Laughs at WF Community PWF Community PWF Community PWF Community PWF Community Playlaylaylaylayersersersersers
Grandma Daphne is quite the vision
decked out in terrific turquoise chif-
fon complete with ostrich feathers
and hat.

Costumes by Michelle Minster and
Fran Harrison deliver color coordi-
nated mother and grandmother of the
bride outfits that could be straight from
the pages of Bride magazine.

Ms. Correll’s Ursula Westerby is con-
vincingly believable, especially in her
“improvised” scene with her husband’s
business partner, Bill Shorter (Timo-
thy McGovern), falsely presenting him-
self to Mr. Babcock.

Weddings cause us to reflect on our
own memorable (or regrettable) expe-
rience. They tend to bring out the best
and worst in people.

For the WCP, this wedding brought
out the best in collaborative effort.
Like the powerful surge of a four-wheel
drive vehicle cutting through a foot of
drifted snow, the creative team of this
comedy displays ease of handling and
smooth riding.

With Letty Hudak as producer,
Naomi Yablonsky as director, her hus-

band Jerry Yablonsky as assistant direc-
tor, stage manager Barbara Goldstein,
Bob Murray and his team on lights,
committee members who constructed
the handsome set, other groups who
handled all facets of the behind the
scenes stuff of which plays are made,
and eight talented actors, who could
ask for anything more?

Central JCentral JCentral JCentral JCentral Jersey Chorersey Chorersey Chorersey Chorersey Chorususususus
IIIIIncludes Local Sncludes Local Sncludes Local Sncludes Local Sncludes Local Studentstudentstudentstudentstudents

BERKELEBERKELEBERKELEBERKELEBERKELEY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTY HEIGHTS S S S S – Three
students attending Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights were selected to sing with the
Central Jersey Region Chorus.

Seniors Marley Lynch and Freddie
Mack, as well as sophomore Veronica
Thomas, were recently accepted into
the choir based on auditions conducted
among students from all over central
New Jersey.

LOCAL STARS



Page 20  Thursday, January 27, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 19age 19age 19age 19age 19

Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 19age 19age 19age 19age 19

Conducted by

DAVID 
WROE

SAT. FEB. 5, 2005 8PM
Presbyterian Church in Westfield

BRAHMS Symphony No. 3 in F
VAUGHN WILLIAMS Serenade to Music

ALDRIDGE Concerto for Violin 
(Boris Kucharsky, violin)

FREE PRE-CONCERT LECTURE BY ROBERT ALDRIDGE AT 7PM
(Robert Aldridge is the Music Alive Composer-in-Residence)

Call (908) 232-9400 for tickets or visit any of our ticket outlets:

WESTFIELD: Westfield Symphony office

Lancaster Ltd. • Town Book Store

CRANFORD: Martin Jewelers

SCOTCH PLAINS: Beautiful Things

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.COMSponsored by PNC  Bank
Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the
Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American
Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer.  This national program is designed to provide orchestras
with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new
music within their institutions. Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The
Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

This Is Westfield
May 5, 2005

Reserve Your
 Ad Space Now
sales@goleader.com

Call�

(908) 232-4407

KrakauerKrakauerKrakauerKrakauerKrakauer’’’’’s Fs Fs Fs Fs Foray Ioray Ioray Ioray Ioray Into Book Pnto Book Pnto Book Pnto Book Pnto Book Publishingublishingublishingublishingublishing
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By MICHELLE HELEN LeBy MICHELLE HELEN LeBy MICHELLE HELEN LeBy MICHELLE HELEN LeBy MICHELLE HELEN Le

POIDEVINPOIDEVINPOIDEVINPOIDEVINPOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Phoning
from London, where he is
attending five classes, three
days per week, Westfield’s
journalism crackerjack Steve
Krakauer discussed authoring
his first book, “Syracuse Uni-
versity (SU): Off the Record,”
a book written for and pub-
lished by the college guide-
book company, College
Prowler.

A junior at SU, Steve told
The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that around Novem-
ber of 2003, College Prowler
contacted The Daily Or-
ange, the university’s news-
paper, asking for the names
of a couple of writers who
might be qualified enough
to author the book.

Along with a few other
candidates applying for the job, Steve
wrote three to four mini-essays and
completed a telephone interview. He
was ecstatic when he learned in De-
cember of 2003 that he had earned the
position.

“This was a unique opportunity
from the very beginning,” he said,
“because I was so involved, along with
my parents, in the college process and
I knew what it was like to go through
it.”

To compile the guide, Steve inter-
viewed 20 to 25 SU students about
their opinions covering everything
from the best place to meet guys/girls,
the importance of athletics and
nightlife on campus, off-campus hous-
ing, and favorite drinking game, as
well as a myriad of other topics. The
book also includes a glossary of SU-
related lingo.

“The majority of the guide comes
from quotes from other students,” said
Steve, a Westfield High School gradu-
ate. “There was a lot of information
gathering and interviewing. And, while

compiling and combining the infor-
mation they gave me, I added my over-
all impressions.”

Steve finished the first draft of the
guide by February of 2004, and after

MMMMMayayayayayors ors ors ors ors TTTTTake Sake Sake Sake Sake Steps teps teps teps teps TTTTTooooowarwarwarwarward Bd Bd Bd Bd Bipariparipariparipartisanshiptisanshiptisanshiptisanshiptisanship
While FWhile FWhile FWhile FWhile Filming ‘Milming ‘Milming ‘Milming ‘Milming ‘Make ake ake ake ake YYYYYou ou ou ou ou WWWWWanna Danna Danna Danna Danna Danceanceanceanceance’’’’’

By IAN FEDERGREENBy IAN FEDERGREENBy IAN FEDERGREENBy IAN FEDERGREENBy IAN FEDERGREEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — While per-
forming the cha-cha is all in a day’s
work for the hosts of “Make You Wanna
Dance,” it was something different for
last Friday’s guest stars — Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr and Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks.

Backed by the big band sound of
Full Count, hosts Kara Shovlin and
John Russitano showed the mayors
how to triple step with the best of
them, even throwing in some turns.

“We politicians have to be quick on
our feet,” quipped Mayor Marks.

“Make You Wanna Dance” is filmed
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS). In addition to reaching
300,000 households through public
access, it airs on TV-34 and TV-36.

“Anything that I can do to promote
our local television stations, I’m going
to do it,” said Mayor Mahr.

“We should have this kind of unique
programming all the time,” added
Mayor Marks. “We’re really looking
for ways to expand the potential of the
cable access.”

As for the dancing?
“I don’t really dance that much as a

mother of two young babies. I really
don’t even get out much!” laughed
Mayor Mahr.

While she last danced at her wed-
ding three years ago, it’s been consider-
ably longer for her counterpart in
Scotch Plains. Mayor Marks took a
ballroom dancing class in college, “so
this was a flashback to about 20 years
ago,” he said.

Regardless, the duo won rave re-
views from Ms. Shovlin, who called
their dancing “awesome.”

“They were really good sports. They
picked it up really quickly. And they
were really good on camera, too, so
they made our lives even easier,” she
said.

“Make You Wanna Dance” is pro-
duced by Bill McMeekan, who teaches
television production at SPFHS in ad-
dition to running Raiders’ TV, the high
school end of TV-34.

“There are very few shows that have
a lot to offer on local access, and this
one really does,” he said.

The show has filmed about 20 epi-
sodes over the past year. Each install-
ment features lessons on a different
social (or ballroom) dance, and loca-
tion pieces, which “show you what it’s
like to be out in the clubs,” said Ms.
Shovlin, who has been dancing since
the age of three.

Mr. Russitano, a ballroom dancer of

13 years, emphasized dancing as a
lifestyle.

It’s “about dressing up, it’s about
looking good, smelling good, feeling
good, keeping your weight down, your

Ian Federgreen for The Westfield  Leader and The Times
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expressions on the mayors’ faces, it could be! Pictured, above, Scotch Plains Mayorexpressions on the mayors’ faces, it could be! Pictured, above, Scotch Plains Mayorexpressions on the mayors’ faces, it could be! Pictured, above, Scotch Plains Mayorexpressions on the mayors’ faces, it could be! Pictured, above, Scotch Plains Mayorexpressions on the mayors’ faces, it could be! Pictured, above, Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Martin Martin Martin Martin Marks learns steps from “Make You Wanna Dance” co-host Kara Shovlin, whileMarks learns steps from “Make You Wanna Dance” co-host Kara Shovlin, whileMarks learns steps from “Make You Wanna Dance” co-host Kara Shovlin, whileMarks learns steps from “Make You Wanna Dance” co-host Kara Shovlin, whileMarks learns steps from “Make You Wanna Dance” co-host Kara Shovlin, while
atatatatat right, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr picks up dance tips from co-host John Russitano. right, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr picks up dance tips from co-host John Russitano. right, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr picks up dance tips from co-host John Russitano. right, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr picks up dance tips from co-host John Russitano. right, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr picks up dance tips from co-host John Russitano.

hair nice,” he said. “It forces you pretty
much to take care of yourself, and to
keep your chin up. It gets you off the
couch and it makes you socialize.”

              Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Fanwood Times Fanwood Times Fanwood Times Fanwood Times Fanwood Times  to hand-deliver a copy of his first book, “Syracuse to hand-deliver a copy of his first book, “Syracuse to hand-deliver a copy of his first book, “Syracuse to hand-deliver a copy of his first book, “Syracuse to hand-deliver a copy of his first book, “Syracuse
University: Off the RecordUniversity: Off the RecordUniversity: Off the RecordUniversity: Off the RecordUniversity: Off the Record.....” In his book, Steve thanked ” In his book, Steve thanked ” In his book, Steve thanked ” In his book, Steve thanked ” In his book, Steve thanked The Leader/The Leader/The Leader/The Leader/The Leader/
TimesTimesTimesTimesTimes, , , , , where he was employed for about three years,where he was employed for about three years,where he was employed for about three years,where he was employed for about three years,where he was employed for about three years, for serving as for serving as for serving as for serving as for serving as
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two edits, the publication
was completed in May of
2004.

The College Prowler
series, he noted, goes
beyond the average col-
lege brochure handed to
the prospective student
because it shines a light
on every facet of the uni-
versity, blending statis-
tics and hundreds of
quotes that answer
unique questions and ad-
dress curiosities and con-
cerns which are not nor-
mally covered by univer-
sity publications.

After the 160-page
book was published and
released approximately
three weeks ago, it was
sent to Steve’s Westfield
home. The students who
were involved in the
project, as well as other
SU readers, were im-
pressed by the outcome.

When asked about how different it
feels to see his name in a newspaper
article byline versus a book cover, Steve
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – The Rahway Valley
Jerseyaires Barbershop Chorus
(RVJC), a non-profit musical and
educational organization of The
Society for the Preservation and
Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America, an-
nounced its 12th year of perform-
ing Singing Valentines.

A barbershop quartet, dressed in
formal attire, will sing a love song
serenade at a location of choice
(workplace, residence, restaurant,
etc.). The recipient also will receive
a special chocolate candy, a fresh
rose and photograph of the event.

Singing Valentines will be avail-
able from Saturday to Monday,
February 12 to 14, for $50. Other
dates will be accommodated if pos-
sible.

“Availability of quartets are lim-
ited, so reserve your serenade now,”
advised Ken Friedlander, RVJC
President.

For additional information or to
arrange the time and place for Sing-
ing Valentines, please call the RVJC
hotline at (888) 262-2478 or (908)
272-1503. Individuals also may e-
mail lugeman@msn.com or visit
www.RahwayValley.org.

                      Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Ian Federgreen for The Westfield  Leader and The Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Friday night
before the Blizzard of 2005, the
Westfield Community Players (WCP)
whipped up their own storm of talent
in There Goes the Bride, a British farce
by Ray Cooney and John Chapman.
What transpired on stage was an ava-
lanche of fun for the packed house.

The two-act comedy is set in Lon-
don at the home of Tim Westerby
(John Correll) and Ursula (Linda
Correll) who are readying for the mar-
riage of their frantic daughter Judy
(Vikki Massulli) that very day.

Anyone who has ever planned a wed-
ding, no matter how
lavish or modest,
knows there are end-
less checklists of items
to be purchased,
rented or borrowed
for the big day. It’s a
stressful time when
emotions run high
and patience runs low.
Tears go with the ter-
ritory.

After an excessively
long bit of exposition
in the first 10 min-
utes of this comedy, it
kicks into overdrive
in a whirlwind of ac-
tion to sweep the au-
dience into a wonder-
fully fun experience.
Enter a major snag in
the wedding day pro-
ceedings with the fa-
ther of the bride for-
getting to make hotel
accommodations for
the son-in-law’s par-
ents and mixing up the flower order.

When a mighty bump on the head
for father of the bride, Mr. Westerby,
occurs, havoc reigns.

John Correll, as the father, does a
magnificent job with dialect, timing
and acting as the overworked, distracted
advertising executive whose clunk on
the noggin produces a hallucination of
his latest advertising concept of a poster
girl — Polly Perkins, a 1920s flapper
(the vivacious Valerie Micke).

Just like Harvey, the six-foot invis-
ible rabbit in the play of the same
name, no one but the main character
can see this imaginary figure. They all
think poor dad has lost his mind.

“I’m not walking down the aisle with

Daddy and his dream girl,” warns an
exasperated daughter (Ms. Massulli) as
she locks herself in her room.

As more and more members of the
family realize that dad is parading
around with an invisible glamour girl
on his arm, the scheduled wedding
looks doubtful.

The second act’s fast pacing and
layers of purposeful mistaken identity
cause effortless momentum on the part
of the actors. But there is nothing like
a threatened elopement and another
hefty spill of the dad to pull everything
to a quick resolution.

A little slapstick in the form of an
errant seltzer bottle feels just right be-

tween Mr. Correll and Chuck Azen,
who plays the father of the groom
Charles Babcock with fervor.

With a maternal grandfather’s in-
ability to hear and his propensity for
mixing up names, the story entangles
further. Stan Kaplan’s Dr. Gerald
Drimmond concocts enough silly al-
beit crotchety antics to make the audi-
ence recognize that person in all of our
family trees.

His stage wife Daphne Drimmond,
played by Linda Giuditta, cracks up
the audience with her drop-dead glances
and her high-pitched, wide mouthed
screams of outrage. Age appropriate
casting adds to this gem of a show.

GwGwGwGwGwen Hen Hen Hen Hen Hanlon Hanlon Hanlon Hanlon Hanlon Hooooowarwarwarwarward of d of d of d of d of WWWWWestfield:estfield:estfield:estfield:estfield:
SSSSSo Mo Mo Mo Mo Much Cuch Cuch Cuch Cuch Crrrrreativityeativityeativityeativityeativity, All F, All F, All F, All F, All Fit to Pit to Pit to Pit to Pit to Printrintrintrintrint

By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield resident
and printmaker Gwen Hanlon Howard
fell into the art of printmaking by hap-
penstance, but it appears to be a match
made in heaven.

Mrs. Howard, who always wanted to
be an artist, told The Westfield Leader
and The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“It was one of my goals in life.”

She held onto her dream when, as a
child, her father’s employment took her
family to Asia and
Turkey. It stayed
with her as she ma-
jored in economics
at Smith College in
Nor thampton,
Mass. and handled
a busy career in re-
tail as a buyer and
manager for a large
department store.

“I promised my-
self that one day I
would take art classes,”
Mrs. Howard contin-
ued.

Then, about 10
years ago, as she
prepared to begin her studies at the
New Jersey Center for Visual Arts
(NJCVA) in Summit, she learned that
the printmaking class was the only one
that fit into her schedule.

“It was meant to be,” she explained.

At NJCVA, Mrs. Howard received
invaluable training, studying under mas-
ter printmakers, Sergei Tzvetkov and
Eileen Foti, and artist, Jessica Leonard.

“I loved the medium
so much that I began tak-
ing more and more print
classes,” she continued.

Now working from a
studio in her home, Mrs.
Howard employs several
different printmaking

techniques in the creation of her art.
“My favorite type of printmaking is

Intaglio,” explained Mrs. Howard. This
is a multi-step process whereby acid is
used to etch a metal plate. When the
plate is inked and the print is pulled,

the result is a print whereby the ink has
settled into the etchings.

Another of the printmaker’s tech-
niques is producing a collograph, a
print made from a collage of recycled
items, fabrics or modeling paste that is
created on cardboard, inked and
printed.

In addition to living in Asia and
Turkey, Mrs. Howard also has traveled
to Europe. Her prints are often in-
spired by her travels.

The mother of two students at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, Scott, 14, and Gregory, 11,
and the wife of Bill Howard, she also
is a freelance writer who specializes in

car and com-
puter writing.
She has
worked as a
special educa-
tion parapro-
fessional and
presently is
Program Di-
rector for Re-
ligious Educa-
tion at St.
Paul’s Episco-
pal Church in
Westfield, as

well as a business manager for an
international medical research firm.

For six weeks during the winter, Mrs.
Howard teaches printmaking to students
in an after-school program at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield.

“Printmaking is an expression of feel-
ings and ideas that you put down on
paper,” said Mrs. Howard of her artis-
tic talent, adding that she finds it en-
joyable to visualize an idea and see how
it works out as a print.

A member of the Westfield Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) and the Printmaking
Council of New Jersey, she has dis-
played her artwork at the WAA “Art in
Westfield” festivals, Summit Art Festi-
val and at Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal, where she held a one-woman show
throughout the hospital’s long hall.

Among her work receiving recog-
nition from the WAA is an etching
called “The Fence” collographs en-
titled “The Alligator” and “The El-
ephant,” and a monograph, “The
Quilted Garden.”

“The time I spend printmaking is a
gift to myself,” said Mrs. Howard.
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