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Proposed County Budget
Hikes Taxes $14 Million

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County
Manager George Devanney unveiled
a $374.7 million executive budget
last Thursday that increases county
spending over last year’s budget by 5
percent.

Mr. Devanney has proposed a
countywide tax levy of $217,332,767,
representing an increase of nearly
$14 million over last year. The largest
department appropriation in the bud-
get is for health and human services,
which includes Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County.

The budget increases county spend-
ing by nearly $20 million over the
2004 budget that was adopted by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

In his budget message to the free-
holders, Mr. Devanney cited contrac-
tual settlements with county labor
unions and increased costs associ-
ated with Social Security, debt ser-
vice, medical, insurance and em-
ployee pensions as reasons for in-
creased spending in the proposed
budget.

Mr. Devanney said the county has
witnessed a $13 billion increase from
$43 billion to $56 billion, or 28 per-
cent, in tax ratables over the past two
years.

This growth, he said, has reduced
the county tax rate from .41 to .36
cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

Mr. Devanney stated that the county
was warned two years ago by bond
rating institutions that the county’s
declining surplus would endanger its
bond rating.

“This became a top priority and we
aggressively worked to increase our
budget surplus by approximately 57
percent,” the county manager stated.

Among increased revenue is a
jump of $1 million from realty trans-
fer fees from increased market
ratables.

In addition, he said economic de-
velopment projects in cities such as
Plainfield, Rahway, Linden and Eliza-
beth would benefit the county as a
whole.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, Chair-
man of the board’s Fiscal Commit-
tee, will begin to look at the budget in
February.

He told The Leader and The Times
that last year the Fiscal Committee
trimmed the executive budget by $1
million before the full freeholder
board approved it.

“A lot of costs we are looking at are
mandated costs,” Freeholder Sullivan
said, pointing to contractual salary
increases, as well as increased insur-

ance expenses, pension and Social
Security payments. Mr. Devanney said
these costs combined are up $18 mil-
lion over last year.

In addition to Freeholder Sullivan,
the committee is comprised of Vice
Chairman Al Mirabella and Freehold-
ers Chester Holmes and Bette Jane
Kowalski.

Freeholder Chairman Rick Proctor
said the committee should release the
budget within the next four to six
weeks.

“This budget is a continuation of
the multi-year plan we’ve embarked
upon to long-term prosperity,” said
Chairman Proctor. “We will continue
to explore even further ways to cut the
budget, while maintaining essential
services.”

Mr. Devanney said the county
cut expenses last year by institut-
ing an early retirement system that
saved the county $4 million in sala-
ries and benefits. The county also
began a new program whereby
county employees could increase
vacation in return for less compen-
sation. The program saved the
county $235,000.

In addition, the county manager
said the county also saved money on
travel expenses and by outsourcing
certain functions of Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, as well as the county’s print
shop.

See it all on the Web! www.goleader.com

Dining with Dazzle, (Ages 7-12),
Wednesday, February 16, 5 to 7 p.m.,
Snuffy’s in Scotch Plains.Topics will
include understanding the place set-
ting, dinner conversation, setting a
proper table, cutting and chewing
food, ordering from the menu, host-
ing and serving guests, and accept-
able behavior at the dinner table.
The fee for the program is $35 per
person.

Maracas, Wednesdays, 9:30 to
10:15 a.m., until February 23. This
interactive Spanish language pro-
gram for children ages three to five,
accompanied by a parent or guard-
ian, consists of themed classes
aimed at encouraging children and
parents to explore Spanish. Mara-
cas uses motion, repetition, and
music in a comfortable learning
environment.

Bowling (Ages 5-14), through
Wednesday, March 30. This program
is being held on Mondays at 4 p.m.
at Linden Lanes Bowling Center on
North Stiles Street in Linden. Chil-
dren ages 5 to 7 will bowl in a
special bumper division. This 12-
week program consists of two
games, use of rental shoes, light-
weight balls and instructional assis-
tance.  Bowlers will  pay  $2 for
missed weeks. The fee is $6 to be
paid each week at the bowling cen-
ter. Participants are to pre-register
at the Scotch Plains Recreation De-
partment in Room 113.

Bumper Bowling – For Pre-K and
Kindergarten-Aged Children. Held
at Linden Lanes on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m. or noon. This program is
for children and their mothers or
guardians. Fees are $6 to be paid at
the bowling alley.

Babysitting Training (Ages 11-
16), Saturday, February 5, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., Towne House. Topics
for this program will include feed-
ing, formula and bottle preparation,
and holding, burping, playtime ac-
tivities, diapering and dressing. Par-
ticipants will gain skills in first aid,
accident management and preven-
tion, as well as handling choking
emergencies.

Senior Aerobics (14 classes), Tues-
days and Thursdays through Febru-
ary 24, Towne House, 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. This aerobic program incorpo-
rates standing exercise routines with
the use of hand-weights (25-pound

maximum).
Jazzercise, Mondays, Tuesdays,

Thursdays, 7 to 8 p.m., Scotch Hills
Country Club and Saturdays, 8:30
to 9:30 a.m., Towne House, through
March 8. This original dance exer-
cise features 60-minute classes of-
fering a blend of jazz dance and
exercise science choreographed to
today’s hottest music, including Top
40, jazz, country, funk and classics.
Easy-to-follow choreography in-
cludes a gentle warm-up, 30-minute
aerobic workout, muscle toning and
strengthening segments with
weights, and a stretch finale. The fee
is $105 per person.

Foxwoods Casino, Connecticut,
Wednesday, February 23. The bus
will depart the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building parking lot at 8 a.m.
and return at around 7 p.m. for this
trip. Participants will receive a $25
package upon arrival at the casino,
which includes coins and coupons.
Registration for township residents
will be held through Friday, Febru-
ary 4. The fee for non-residents is
$28.

Franklin Mills Outlet Shopping
Trip, Friday, February 26. The coach
bus will depart from the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at 8:30 a.m. and
travel to the Franklin Mills Mall in
Philadelphia where participants will
enjoy a day of shopping at many dis-
count outlet stores with name brands.
The bus will return to the parking lot at
approximately 5 p.m.

Murder Mystery, “Deadly Be-
loved” at Scotch Hills Country Club,
Friday, March 18. Doors open at 7
p.m. Tickets for this trip must be
purchased at the Recreation Depart-
ment by Friday, February 18. Tickets
are $45 per person and include a
buffet dinner. Seating is limited for
this trip.

Girls Softball League (third-
eighth grades), Season runs from
April 16 to June 11. This basic in-
structional league is based on teach-
ing skills and drills in a non-com-
petitive format. Teams will be
formed and practices and games
will be played on township ball
fields twice a week. Leagues will
depend upon registration numbers.
Parent volunteers are needed to
coach and umpire. Early registra-
tion will be held through Friday,
February 4 at a cost of $45. Regular
registration will be held from Mon-
day, February 7, through Friday,
March 4. Cost:  $55.

Children’s Yoga:  Children’s Yoga
is taught using age appropriate tech-
niques. The early spring session will
be held for pre-schoolers in March.
Classes will be held on Wednesdays
from February 2 through March 23.
Call the Recreation Department to
sign up.

Spring Break Golf Camp:  This
hands-on camp is for ages eight to
14 and will be held at the Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark with
teaching pro Bill McCluney.  This
course will be given Monday
through Wednesday,  April 4 to 6.
Course times are 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
or noon to 3 p.m.  The fee is $99 per
child.

Karate: Classes are for ages five
and older, and are held at Karate N’
Motion in Westfield. Classes are of-
fered at the beginning and interme-
diate levels and are held for 10-week
sessions on Thursdays or Saturdays.
Times are as follows: Thursdays,
February 3 through April 7, 5:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m., for children age
eight and over; Saturdays, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m., February 5 to April 9, for
children ages  five  to seven. The $55
cost per  child  is  in addition to the
$25 price of the required uniform.
Uniforms  can be purchased at Ka-
rate N’ Motion.

Pre-School Dance: Geared for chil-
dren ages three to five years  old,  classes
will be held at the Westfield School of
Dance on Wednesdays from  9:30 a.m.
to 10:15 a.m. from February 2 through
June 8.  The cost of the program  is $185
per  child.

Soccer Squirts:  This one-hour
course introduces  children ages three
to five years old to group experiences
and basic motor skills through soccer
related activities. The course will be
held at Tamaques Park on Tuesdays
from 10 to 11 a.m.  or  from  1:15 to
2:15 p.m.  from  April 19 to May 31.
The cost of the program is $95 per
child.

Multi Sports:  This one-hour  course
introduces children ages three to five
years old to a variety of sports from
around the world. The course will be
held in Tamaques Park on Mondays

from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m.  or from  noon
to 1 p.m. from April 18 to June 6.
There will be no class on Memorial
Day, May 30. The fee for the program
is $95 per  child.

Night Place: The Night Place pro-
gram is held throughout the school
year on select Friday evenings. This
program is open to all sixth, seventh
and eighth  grade students  of
Westfield for a nominal fee. The
program is held from 7:30 to 9:30
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School.
The cost is $2 in advance and $3 at
the door. The dates are:  February 11,
April 15, and May 13.

Teen Center:  The Teen Center is
open on most Friday evenings during
the school year between the hours of
7 and 11 p.m. for all Westfield High
School students.  The Teen Center is
not open on nights when Night Place
is being held.

Total Toning: Classes are held on
Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the Municipal Build-
ing Community Room  through  Feb-
ruary 10 at a cost of $65 per person.

Atlantic City Trip to Bally’s: Sat-
urday, February 12, from  9 a.m. to
8:30 p.m.  The cost is $26 per person
and the  bus  departs  at 9 a.m.

Rent: Thursday, March 3,  at 8
p.m.  This Tony and Pulitzer prize-
winning Broadway musical will be
performed at the State Theatre in
New Brunswick. The cost cost is $52
per person and the bus departs at 7
p.m.

The Temptations and the Four
Tops: Sunday, March 13, at 7 p.m.
Two  of  Motown’s best-loved groups
team up at the State Theatre. The cost
is  $65 per  person and the bus  departs
at 6 p.m.

 Kodo Drummers: Wednesday,
March 16, at 8 p.m. at the State Theatre.
This act  explores traditional Japanese
drum.  The cost is $60 per person and
the bus  departs at 7 p.m.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at the Westfield Recreation De-
partment, 425 East Broad Street, or call
the  Recreation Office at (908) 789-
4080 or visit www.westfieldnj.net/
townhall/recreation.

Director Resigns
At Union County’s

Future Museum
By PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Last week,
county officials announced the res-
ignation of Heather Hays as the
President and executive director of
the future Children’s Museum  of
Central New Jersey. Ms. Hays is
moving to Chicago.

The museum will be constructed
in close proximity to the Liberty
Hall Museum in Union on Morris
Avenue across the street from Kean
University.

Ms. Hays was presented with a
framed resolution for her efforts thus
far on making the museum a reality.

“We are very much hopeful that
this (children’s museum) will be-
come a reality in the near future,”
said Freeholder Chairman Rick
Proctor.


