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Charlie Brown’s, Jolly Trolley and The Office
Sold to NYC Investment Firm for $140 Million
MOUNTAINSIDE – Patrons at

Charlie’s Brown’s Steakhouses, Jolly
Trolley and The Office Beer Bar and
Grill should expect to see little change
in the operation following the sale of
the company last week.

The 54-restaurant chain was pur-
chased Trimaran Capital Partners, a
New York City investment firm, from
Castle Harlan, Inc. for $140 million
on January 20.

Laurie Piro, a spokeswoman for
Charlie Brown’s, said, “Everything
is status quo. It is a investor to inves-
tor transaction.”

“I definitely would say they
(Trimaran Capital Partners) are look-
ing at expansion,” Ms. Piro told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, noting the
company already had plans to open
another 68 restaurants.

Charlie Brown’s currently operates
restaurants in New Jersey, New York

and Pennsylvania.
Charlie Brown’s,

which was estab-
lished 38 years ago,
includes 45 neighbor-
hood Charlie Brown’s
restaurants including
Westfield and Scotch
Plains, two Jolly Trol-
ley restaurants includ-
ing one in Westfield
and seven Office Beer
Bar & Grill outlets,
one of which is lo-
cated Cranford.

Charlie’s Brown’s
management team,
headed by President
and Chief Executive
Officer Russell
D’Anton since 1997,
will maintain their po-
sitions as well as be
investors in the trans-

action. Mr. D’Anton, who has
been with Charlie Brown’s
since 1976, will assume the
new role of Chairman of the
Board of Directors.

“I have been with Charlie
Brown’s my entire career and I
am extremely excited about the
opportunity to partner with
Trimaran to grown Charlie
Brown’s into a substantial player
in the restaurant industry,” said
Mr. Anton.

“With our new capital struc-
ture in place, Charlie Brown’s
will be able to take advantage
of real estate opportunities and
execute its growth strategy,”
Mr. Anton said.

Castle Harlan purchased the
restaurant chain, which than re-
portedly included 30 restaurants,
from Restaurant Associates Corp.
in July of 1997 for $50.4 million.

Paul Peyton for The Times
GETTING NEW OWNER…The Jolly Trolley on North Avenue
is among the 54 restaurants sold to New York City investment
firm Trimaran Capital Partners last week for $400 million.
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INTERNATIONALLY FRANCHISED MY GYM CHILDREN’S FITNESS CENTER©

TO OPEN ITS DOORS IN WESTFIELD NJ, NEW JERSEY

    The internationally
franchised My Gym
Children’s Fitness Center©,
will roll out its newest
children’s gym in Westfield,
NJ in February. It was
announced by Mike Chalovich,
COO of My Gym Enterprises.
The addition of My Gym
Westfield marks the 150th My
Gym to open to date.  My
Gym Westfield is located at
1100 South Ave W., next to
Gennaro’s Pizzeria at Allaire
Rd.  The contact phone
number is (908) 317-0888./
292-1446.
     My Gym Children’s
Fitness Center© combines
innovative physical early
learning/pre-gymnastics
classes with state-of-the-art
facilities to empower children
from ages 3 months to 13
years by helping them
develop the skills, confidence
and positive self-image
needed to become healthy
young adults.  Classes are
scheduled in 10-week sessions
and run 45 minutes for the
younger ages and 1 hour for
older children.  (As an added
benefit, My Gym offers each
enrolled student an
additional one hour of “free
play” each week).  On Friday
afternoons and weekends, My
Gym offers unique and

exciting birthday parties,
individually designed for each
birthday child.
     My Gym of Westfield will
open its doors for an Open
House mid-February.  During
this time, children and families
are invited into the gym to meet
the staff, see the facility, come
play and have fun!  My Gym will
be registering children for free
guest classes and offering
discounted memberships and
special promotions.  My Gym’s
award-winning, structured,
noncompetitive and age-
appropriate classes incorporate
music, dance, games, relays,
special rides, sports, gymnastics
and other original activities.
The children develop strength,
balance, coordination, agility,
flexibility and social skills.  My
Gym instructors receive
extensive training and with our
maximum 65-to-1 student/
teacher ratio, it allows children
more individual attention than
provided by any other
nationally-franchised children’s
gym.
     According to Mike Chalovich,
“We are very excited to add
Westfield, New Jersey to our
growing list of My Gym cities.
We take pride in the strong
relationships and ties we
develop with each city in which
we open.  Our goal goes beyond

the improved health and well-
being of your children.  We
are a family oriented
establishment.  The classes
and additional services we
provide enhance the
community and add fun and
excitement to family life.”
     Alyse Rudin, owner of My
Gym Westfield, states, “I love
teaching children and am
delighted to be introducing
such a great resource for kids
in the Westfield area serving
the families of this
community.  I truly believe in
My Gym and the value of
fitness training during a
child’s early years.  I’m also
thrilled that we’ll be offering
one of the most exciting
places in the area to hold a
birthday party.” This is Alyse’s
second My Gym location in
New Jersey. My Gym South
Brunswick.  “Establishing My
Gym Wall is the achievement
of a lifelong goal.”  It has
been open for almost 2 years
providing awesome classes,
birthday parties, parents
night out, and spring,
summer, and fall fun days.
     For more information
about My Gym visit us on the
web at www.my-gym.com/
westfield, email us at
mygymwestfield@aol.com, or
call  (908) 317-0888.

Open House and Complimentary Guest Classes Offered for Children
Ages 3 Months to 13 Years

Paid Bulletin Board

Amy Kempe Placed
On Fall Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Fanwood resi-

dent Amy Kempe has been named
to the Dean’s List for the fall 2004
semester at Lycoming College in
Williamsport, Pa. She is an art
history major.
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Blizzard Shuts Schools Monday
As DPW Crews Clear Roadways
weekend, and not during rush hour,”
said Frank Dann, Union County’s
Director of Engineering and Public
Works.

County roads, which total 177
miles, include the Park Avenue/
Martine Road corridor and Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains and Fanwood,
as well as Central Avenue in
Westfield. The county shares re-
sponsibility for North and South
Avenues with the state.

“We distributed 112 ten ton loads
of salt and 1,000 gallons of calcium
chloride,” stated Mr. Dann. “We fo-
cus on the major arteries.”

Each municipality handles snow
removal in its own way. Depending
on the size of the district, some may
need to hire the assistance of out-
side companies to handle the job.

In Scotch Plains, Mr. DiNizo re-
ported that this storm required the
use of every piece of equipment the
township owns, which includes
seven salt spreaders, which distrib-
uted an estimated 160 tons of salt,
as well as calcium chloride.

“We focus on the primary roads,
school areas, hilly areas, and bad
intersections. We don’t do every
road in town,” explained Mr.
DiNizo.

In an example of the advantages

of a shared services agreement,
Fanwood borrowed from Scotch
Plains “a tandem truck, which is a
large dump truck that can handle 20
tons,” reported Raymond Manfra,
Director of Fanwood’s Public Works
Department.

Public Works employees work
long hours to ensure that streets,
parking lots and sidewalks are safe
for cars and pedestrians. For ex-
ample, Fanwood’s crew worked for
eight hours on Saturday, finishing
at midnight, and then began again at
4 a.m., for another 12 hours. They
cleared streets, as well as the park-
ing lots at the train station, library
and Borough Hall.

Clearing is specifically done also
during the night due to the need for
roads to be blocked off.

“We load up the snow and take it
to the recycling center,” explained
Mr. Manfra. “The merchants are
very happy because the business
area is all clear.”

Equipment used by the borough
includes three dump trucks, one
packer truck, one loader, one back-
hoe, two pickup trucks that plow
streets, and a machine that clears
sidewalks. The borough does not
hire private companies to help, due
to its small size.

Due to its size, Westfield requires
more equipment to clean up its snow
accumulation.

“We have five salt trucks and 20
trucks with snow plows on the
front,” stated Westfield Public
Works Superintendent Claude
Shaffer. In addition, three rental
loaders were used, as well as five
front end bucket loaders to do the
parking lots.”

Schools in the two districts were
closed on Monday for a “snow day.”

vestigation by a trio of outside experts.
Attorney Elizabeth Gramigna, an ex-
pert in sexual harassment and civil
rights, conducted a confidential inter-
nal investigation. Her report was then
referred to Thomas Savage, an outside
independent prosecutor and expert in
police discipline and investigation, who
reviewed the report and suggested
charges to township officials.

Afterwards, Hearing Officer Robert
Czech presided over eight hearings over
the course of three month, with Mr. Sav-
age acting as prosecutor. Mr. Czech then
wrote an opinion based on his finding Mr.
Cassidy guilty of the charges, and for-
warded his recommendations to Mr.
Atkins, who then terminated Sgt. Cassidy
from his position in March of 2003.

While the Merit System Board up-
held the ALJ’s findings of fact in the
matter, it disagreed with his recom-
mendation of a path of “progressive
discipline” for Sgt. Cassidy.

“Although an employee who en-
gaged in a mere negligent dereliction
of duties might reasonably face disci-
pline which falls short of removal,” the
board said that “one who intentionally
does so may not.”

Even though Sgt. Cassidy had no
disciplinary problems in the 10 years
prior to the 2000-2001 incidents, “the
seriousness of an offense may never-
theless warrant the penalty of removal
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Merit Bd. Explains Decision
Upholding Firing of Town Cop

where it is likely to undermine the
public trust,” the board said.

Despite the lack of any disciplinary
problems, his offense “is sufficiently
egregious to warrant his removal.”

The board called Sgt. Cassidy’s con-
duct “unacceptable, particularly for
an individual serving in a supervisory
capacity, and it prevented (him) from
carrying out his important duty of
protecting and serving the public.”

Furthermore, “the fact that (his)
behavior often occurred in areas fully
accessible to the public compounds
the seriousness of his offense, since it
serves to undermine the public’s ex-
pectations and trust.”

Sgt. Cassidy’s attorney, Timothy
Smith, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he was going to file a motion
for reconsideration of the board’s deci-
sion and, if necessary, a judicial appeal.
He called the Merit Board’s decision “a
victory” because it “upheld the lower
court’s determination that no form of
sexual harassment took place.”

Mr. Smith added, “Sgt. Cassidy has
now been vindicated on the lion’s share
of the charges (originally) brought
against him.”

Addressing the primary allegation
remaining “that Sgt. Cassidy engaged
in sexual acts while on duty,” Mr.
Smith said he was “confident that
would be defeated in the end.”

Matt Marino for  The Times
MAKING A POINT — Dr. Margaret Hayes, Assistant Superintendent in Charge
of Instruction, answers a question from an audience member at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education roundtable meeting with the Parent-Teacher
Association Council held last Thursday evening.

DELICIOUS TOUR…Children in the Jumpstart classes at Brunner and Ever-
green elementary schools in Scotch Plains recently toured the ShopRite in Clark,
where they learned about the big oven in the bakery department and walked into
the facility’s freezer. In each department, the children learned about the impor-
tance of eating a variety of foods and making healthy food choices. The trip was
planned to complement a unit of study on food and nutrition. Pictured, left to
right, are: Alex Manfra and Steven Holmes, sampling watermelon.
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Subdivision
told the board that a provision would
be added to property deeds making
future homeowners in the develop-
ment aware that they would jointly be
responsible for the maintenance of
the underground system.

If this obligation were ever not
met, the township would have the
right to perform any necessary main-
tenance and then assess property
owners for that service.

At the start of its hour-long meet-
ing, the board also approved two sub-
division applications. Custom Con-
struction MDH Inc. received approval
for a two-lot subdivision at 1104
Hetfield Avenue and Jay Dan LLC
received approval for a similar subdi-
vision at 1525 Ramapo Way.
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Tower
salt, cost $12,500, while the outside
private contractors employed by the
township to help clear streets cost
$11,500.

Mr. Atkins said county emergency
management officials informed him
that, because of the state of emer-
gency declared last weekend by Act-
ing Governor Richard Codey, there
might be reimbursement for some of
the costs incurred by the township.

The council introduced two ordi-
nances that will be acted on at its
Tuesday, February 8 meeting. One
formally appropriates $160,000 from
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation for roadway improvements
on a section of Rahway Road. The
other is a revision of an ordinance
passed two weeks ago that sets fees
for copies of documents distributed
by the police department or through
the Municipal Prosecutor for discov-
ery purposes in Municipal Court.

The council also approved an ordi-
nance that establishes a range of rates
to be set from year to year by the
Township Recreation Commission for
various activities at the Scotch Hills
Country Club.

East Stroudsburg Names
Ferraro to Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS –  Scotch

Plains junior Jayme Ferraro was
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2004 semester at East Stroudsburg
University in Pennsylvania.

Univ. of Connecticut
Honors Amanda Frank

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Univer-
sity of Connecticut has announced
that Amanda Frank of Scotch Plains
was placed on the Dean’s List for the
fall 2004 semester.

Council Cites DPW’s
Efforts to Clear Streets

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Times

GARWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil noted at Tuesday night’s agenda-
setting meeting the timely fashion in
which borough streets were plowed
following this past weekend’s bliz-
zard.

Councilman William Schadewald,
3rd commented on the long overtime
hours expended by the workers to
complete a thorough snow removal
operation.

Due to the cold weather condi-
tions, all streets were salted after plow-
ing operations were completed. Coun-
cilman Schadewald read from a letter
praising the workers efforts sent from
Sergeant Bruce Underhill to the Su-
perintendent of Public Works, Clint
Dicksen.

The letter stated “…the boys did a
great job plowing roadways around
the borough during the recent bliz-
zard of 2005. They were able to get
all usual trouble spots in a timely
fashion and most of the roads were
cleared curb to curb. Being able to
provide emergency services in a
timely fashion without worry made
my job much easier and a lot less
stressful.”

During the regular meeting, Coun-
cilman Damian Mitchell informed the
governing body that the Buildings
and Grounds Committee approved a
resolution authorizing the treasurer
to extend funds to the borough’s capi-
tal improvement fund for the appraisal
of St. Anne’s School at a cost not to
exceed $2,000.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy com-
mented that the purpose of this ex-
penditure was to explore the possibil-
ity of doing something with the school
building in order to provide a com-
munity center for the town.

The hope is that the center will
serve the borough’s youth, seniors
and the community as a whole, Mayor
McCarthy stated.

Councilman Shadewald reported

that the president and members of the
Chamber of Commerce are “proud to
be giving back to the community with
donation awards for our children and
activities that promote the closeness
of our businesses and townspeople.”
The chamber will also be donating
$1,000 to the victims of the tsunami.

It was also announced that the
chamber would once again be hold-
ing a street festival and Family Fun
Day on Sunday, September 11.

Councilman Shadewald reported
that Hartman Park is now open for
skating. Hartman Park was renovated
in 2001 with monies obtained through
a “Field of Dreams” grant from the
County of Union.

The governing body applied for
this grant and was awarded enough
money to renovate the basketball
courts and benches. New drainage
was installed to effectively flood the
court with water and freeze the rink
for skating. This is the second year
the park is open for skating.

Governor Livingston
Students Named

Bloustein Scholars
BERKELEY HEIGHTS —

Sixteen Governor Livingston
High School seniors have been
selected as Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholars.

The Edward J. Bloustein Distin-
guished Scholars Program is a merit
program for New Jersey residents
who demonstrate superior achieve-
ment. Candidates are selected by
their high schools and designated
Bloustein Scholars by the New Jer-
sey Office of Student Assistance.

The students selected receive
$950 per year upon acceptance
of nomination and attendance at
a state college or university.

The following students have
been selected as the scholars for
the 2004-2005 academic year:
Philip Dabbagh, Stephanie Davis,
Margaret Edinger, Simone
Gabara, Andrew Ghosh, Craig
Gorin, Emily Grosse, Katie
Hansen, Yasmin Husain, Erin
Larson, Stacey O’Sullivan, Jason
Schickel, Lyndsey Thomas, Irene
Tsao, Veena Venkatachalam, and
Ian Vo.


