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Charlie Brown’s, Jolly Trolley and The Office
Sold to NYC Investment Firm for $140 Million
MOUNTAINSIDE – Patrons at

Charlie’s Brown’s Steakhouses, Jolly Trol-
ley and The Office Beer Bar and Grill
should expect to see little change in the
operation following the sale of the com-
pany last week.

The 54-restaurant chain was purchased
by Trimaran Capital Partners, a New York
City investment firm, from Castle Harlan,
Inc. for $140 million on January 20.

Laurie Piro, a spokeswoman for Charlie
Brown’s, said, “Everything is status quo.
It is a investor to investor transaction.”

“I definitely would say they (Trimaran
Capital Partners) are looking at expan-
sion,” Ms. Piro told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
noting the company already had plans to
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Settlement
As of the previous FMBA contract, the

starting salary for a firefighter in the first
or probation year was $29,175. The con-
tract included six grades, ranging from
$34,655 to $65,482 as well as the lieuten-
ant position, $73,002, and captain,
$79,557.

Paul Peyton for The Westfield Leader
GETTING NEW OWNER…The Jolly Trolley on North
Avenue is among the 54 restaurants sold to New York
City investment firm Trimaran Capital Partners last
week for $400 million.
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INTERNATIONALLY FRANCHISED MY GYM CHILDREN’S FITNESS CENTER©

TO OPEN ITS DOORS IN WESTFIELD NJ, NEW JERSEY

    The internationally
franchised My Gym
Children’s Fitness Center©,
will roll out its newest
children’s gym in Westfield,
NJ in February. It was
announced by Mike Chalovich,
COO of My Gym Enterprises.
The addition of My Gym
Westfield marks the 150th My
Gym to open to date.  My
Gym Westfield is located at
1100 South Ave W., next to
Gennaro’s Pizzeria at Allaire
Rd.  The contact phone
number is (908) 317-0888./
292-1446.
     My Gym Children’s
Fitness Center© combines
innovative physical early
learning/pre-gymnastics
classes with state-of-the-art
facilities to empower children
from ages 3 months to 13
years by helping them
develop the skills, confidence
and positive self-image
needed to become healthy
young adults.  Classes are
scheduled in 10-week sessions
and run 45 minutes for the
younger ages and 1 hour for
older children.  (As an added
benefit, My Gym offers each
enrolled student an
additional one hour of “free
play” each week).  On Friday
afternoons and weekends, My
Gym offers unique and

exciting birthday parties,
individually designed for each
birthday child.
     My Gym of Westfield will
open its doors for an Open
House mid-February.  During
this time, children and families
are invited into the gym to meet
the staff, see the facility, come
play and have fun!  My Gym will
be registering children for free
guest classes and offering
discounted memberships and
special promotions.  My Gym’s
award-winning, structured,
noncompetitive and age-
appropriate classes incorporate
music, dance, games, relays,
special rides, sports, gymnastics
and other original activities.
The children develop strength,
balance, coordination, agility,
flexibility and social skills.  My
Gym instructors receive
extensive training and with our
maximum 65-to-1 student/
teacher ratio, it allows children
more individual attention than
provided by any other
nationally-franchised children’s
gym.
     According to Mike Chalovich,
“We are very excited to add
Westfield, New Jersey to our
growing list of My Gym cities.
We take pride in the strong
relationships and ties we
develop with each city in which
we open.  Our goal goes beyond

the improved health and well-
being of your children.  We
are a family oriented
establishment.  The classes
and additional services we
provide enhance the
community and add fun and
excitement to family life.”
     Alyse Rudin, owner of My
Gym Westfield, states, “I love
teaching children and am
delighted to be introducing
such a great resource for kids
in the Westfield area serving
the families of this
community.  I truly believe in
My Gym and the value of
fitness training during a
child’s early years.  I’m also
thrilled that we’ll be offering
one of the most exciting
places in the area to hold a
birthday party.” This is Alyse’s
second My Gym location in
New Jersey. My Gym South
Brunswick.  “Establishing My
Gym Wall is the achievement
of a lifelong goal.”  It has
been open for almost 2 years
providing awesome classes,
birthday parties, parents
night out, and spring,
summer, and fall fun days.
     For more information
about My Gym visit us on the
web at www.my-gym.com/
westfield, email us at
mygymwestfield@aol.com, or
call  (908) 317-0888.

Open House and Complimentary Guest Classes Offered for Children
Ages 3 Months to 13 Years

Paid Bulletin Board

outside companies to handle the job.
In Scotch Plains, Mr. DiNizo reported

that this storm required the use of every
piece of equipment the township owns,
which includes seven salt spreaders, which
distributed an estimated 160 tons of salt, as
well as calcium chloride.

“We focus on the primary roads, school
areas, hilly areas, and bad intersections.
We don’t do every road in town,” ex-
plained Mr. DiNizo.

In an example of the advantages of a
shared services agreement, Fanwood bor-
rowed from Scotch Plains “a tandem truck,
which is a large dump truck that can
handle 20 tons,” reported Raymond
Manfra, Director of Fanwood’s Public
Works Department.

Public Works employees work long
hours to ensure that streets, parking lots
and sidewalks are safe for cars and pedes-
trians. For example, Fanwood’s crew
worked for eight hours on Saturday, fin-
ishing at midnight, and then began again at
4 a.m., for another 12 hours. They cleared
streets, as well as the parking lots at the
train station, library and Borough Hall.

Clearing is specifically done during the
night due to the need for roads to be
blocked off.

“We load up the snow and take it to the
recycling center,” explained Mr. Manfra.
“The merchants are very happy because
the business area is all clear.”

Equipment used by the borough in-
cludes three dump trucks, one packer truck,
one loader, one backhoe, two pickup trucks
that plow streets, and a machine that clears
sidewalks. The borough does not hire pri-
vate companies to help, due to its small
size.

Due to its size, Westfield requires more
equipment to clean up its snow accumula-
tion.

“We have five salt trucks and 20 trucks
with snow plows on the front,” stated
Westfield Public Works Superintendent
Claude Shaffer. In addition, three rental
loaders were used, as well as five front end
bucket loaders to do the parking lots.”

Schools in the Scotch Plains were
closed on Monday for a “snow day.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WACC 2005 DIRECTORS…The new board of directors of the Westield Area
Chamber of Commerce met last Wednesday, January 19 for the first time this
year. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan, Julianna Venezio, Jim Estabrook, Joanna Marsh, Chairman Richard
Fromkin, Executive Director Allison O’Hara, Maria Fuentes, Chris Kirkwood,
Ted Schlosberg and Hans Winberg.

from $120 to $130. Mr. Kaufmann
said to come with the new childcare fee;
the Recreation Commission added the
$165 individual membership fee to the
family rate of $278. Both of those rates
will remain the same.

He said the town has had 187 families
with childcare memberships each of the
past two years. There were no non-resi-
dent families with childcare providers
pool members in 2003 and 2004.

The new resident fees are as follows:
family, $278; family with full-time child
care, $443; husband wife without chil-
dren, $225; individual, $165; senior citi-
zen, $70.

Non-resident fees are: family, $522;
family with full-time child care, $832;
husband and wife without children, $437;

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Sales History of Proposed
Tear-Downs to Be Probed

individual, $310; and senior citizen, $130.
Mr. Kaufmann said the non-resident

fees are between 89 and 90 percent higher
than what Westfield residents pay. He
said the previous non-resident senior rate
was only 70 percent higher that town
seniors pay, thus the fee was increased.

In other business, Third Ward Coun-
cilman Andy Skibitsky, Vice Chairman
of the Public Works Committee, an-
nounced that former councilman Mat-
thew Albano would head an advisory
committee that will look to see how the
Public Works Department can improve
efficiency and customer service. The
implementation of a 3-1-1 information
line including information on snow re-
moval, leaf collection, etc. is also being
looked into. If established, the 3-1-1 sys-
tem would include also other services
rendered by the town.

Public Works Committee Chairwoman
Jo Ann Neylan, who represents the Sec-
ond Ward, said the committee will be
going around town to evaluate streets
town-wide that are most in need of pav-
ing and other road improvements. Al-
though the goal is to select streets from
each of the town’s four wards, road
projects to be included in this year’s road
improvement program will be listed by
priority.

First Ward Councilman Peter Echausse,
Chairman of the Finance Policy Com-
mittee, said the committee is looking at
recommending to the full council a new
in-lieu of parking fee to applicants who
are approved by the Planning Board and
Board of Adjustment whose applications
are approved without meeting the park-
ing capacity required in applications. He
said the new fee would add another rev-
enue source for parking improvements.

Third Ward Mark Ciarrocca, Chair-
man of the Public Safety, Transportation
and Parking Committee, noted that the
committee has asked Parking Director
John Morgan to come to the committee’s
meeting at end of the March with a de-
tailed presentation on how the town can
improve its parking capacity.

He said Mr. Morgan has been asked to
provide how the town can “improve the
amount of parking, the quality (of park-
ing) with everything on the table.”

Councilman Jim Foerst, Chairman of
the Code Review & Town Property Com-
mittee, said the town has been approached
by Cingular and Sprint to install cell
towers on top of the Central Avenue
firehouse.

He said the new cell tower should
improve cell service on the south side of
town which he said is currently “pretty bad.”

open another 68 restaurants.
Charlie Brown’s currently operates res-

taurants in New Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania.

Charlie Brown’s, which was established
38 years ago, includes 45 neighborhood
Charlie Brown’s restaurants including
Westfield and Scotch Plains, two Jolly Trol-
ley restaurants including one in Westfield
and seven Office Beer Bar & Grill outlets,
one of which is located Cranford.

Charlie’s Brown’s management team,
headed by President and Chief Executive
Officer Russell D’Anton since 1997, will
maintain their positions as well as be
investors in the transaction. Mr. D’Anton,
who has been with Charlie Brown’s since
1976, will assume the new role of Chair-

man of the Board of Di-
rectors.

“I have been with
Charlie Brown’s my en-
tire career and I am ex-
tremely excited about the
opportunity to partner with
Trimaran to grow Charlie
Brown’s into a substantial
player in the restaurant in-
dustry,” said Mr. Anton.

“With our new capital
structure in place, Charlie
Brown’s will be able to
take advantage of real es-
tate opportunities and ex-
ecute its growth strategy,”
Mr. Anton said.

Castle Harlan purchased
the restaurant chain, which
than reportedly included 30
restaurants, from Restau-
rant Associates Corp. in July
of 1997 for $50.4 million.

meeting and will also include revenue as
an additional line item. The final budget
will be presented in the latter part of
March.

One item on the budget that board mem-
ber Pat Knodel questioned was the nursing
staff.

Mrs. Knodel stated that it was not a state
requirement to have a full time nurse on
staff at both schools. She added that if
budget restraints were an issue, the nurse’s
position was something that could be dis-
cussed.

Mr. Goggi said the issue “is open for
discussion, but in terms of planning for the
2005-2006 budget, we would not want to
give up an RN at this time.”

The issue of having the teachers trained
at a higher level in the event of an emer-
gency situation was discussed.

Mr. Goggi added, “We would not want
to put our children and our district more
than an arms length away (from a nurse).”

In other news, Mr. Goggi announced
the board has “narrowed the field” to
three candidates in its search for a new
chief school administrator.

The entire board will meet with the
candidates this week to determine whom
they will present to the criteria commit-
tees. The board will be given rating
sheets that will be used in making a final
decision.

Packets for board of education candi-
dacy are available at the school board
offices, located at Beechwood School.
There are two positions opening up this
year on the seven-member board. Ap-
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Mountainside School Board
Presents Preliminary Budget

plications are due by Monday, February
28.

Mr. Vizzuso announced that the instal-
lation of the lights in the Beechwood
School parking lot should be complete in
the next few weeks. The cold weather has
delayed the process, which according to
Mr. Vizzuso is 80 percent complete.

“The lighting of the Beechwood park-
ing lot is a huge safety issue,” Board
member MaryBeth Schaumberg com-
mented.

Interim Chief School Administrator
Walter Rusak announced that the district
is now 100 percent certified in the No
Child Left Behind Act. He also reported
that report cards would be distributed on
Tuesday, February 1.

Since the beginning of the new year,
school board meetings have been held in
the Beechwood School Media Room. The
meetings are also videotaped and tele-
vised on Channel 35.

Mrs. Knodel suggested that the meet-
ing rotate on a six-month schedule be-
tween Beechwood and Deerfield Schools.
She asked the board to consider holding
the meeting at Deerfield from September
through February and at Beechwood from
March through August.

Mr. Goggi stated that the board agreed
to hold the meeting in one place six months
from the commencement of taping which
began in January. The newly purchased
audio-visual equipment is mobile.

The next school board meeting will be
held on February 8 in the Media Center at
Beechwood School beginning at 8 p.m.
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Blizzard
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School Board to Seek
New Books in Budget

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18
Following a motor vehicle stop at the

intersection of South Avenue, East and
Livingston Street, Richard Stewart, 18,
and a 17-year-old male, both from
Westfield, were arrested and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana. Stewart was released
on his own recognizance; the juvenile
was turned over to a responsible adult.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19
A not-for-profit organization on Grove

Street reported the theft of a black, cus-
tom-built computer tower. There were

no signs of forced entry to the premises.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20

Kevin Brister, 43, of Roselle was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated in the 200 block of Cacciola
Place. He was released on his own re-
cognizance.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22
After being stopped for careless driv-

ing on Clifton Street, Anthony Previte,
21, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated and re-
fusal to submit to a breathalyzer test. He
was released on his own recognizance.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23
Karen McClure, 52, of Bridgewater

was arrested and charged with shoplift-
ing a hat and a blouse worth a total of
$66.98 from a business in the 600 block
of North Avenue, West. She was released
on her own recognizance.

Open House at MS Campus
Of Holy Trinity Planned
MOUNTAINSIDE -- Holy Trinity

Interparochial School in Mountainside
invites  prospective parents and students
to an Open House on Friday, January 28.
To arrange a tour of the school or for more
information, please call (908) 233-1899.

Council Cites DPW’s
Efforts to Clear Streets

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil noted at Tuesday night’s agenda-
setting meeting the timely fashion in
which borough streets were plowed fol-
lowing this past weekend’s blizzard.

Councilman William Schadewald, 3rd
commented on the long overtime hours
expended by the workers to complete a
thorough snow removal operation.

Due to the cold weather conditions,
all streets were salted after plowing op-
erations were completed. Councilman
Schadewald read from a letter praising
the workers efforts sent from Sergeant
Bruce Underhill to the Superintendent
of Public Works, Clint Dicksen.

The letter stated “…the boys did a
great job plowing roadways around the
borough during the recent blizzard of
2005. They were able to get all usual
trouble spots in a timely fashion and
most of the roads were cleared curb to
curb. Being able to provide emergency
services in a timely fashion without
worry made my job much easier and a
lot less stressful.”

During the regular meeting, Council-
man Damian Mitchell informed the gov-
erning body that the Buildings and
Grounds Committee approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the treasurer to extend
funds to the borough’s capital improve-
ment fund for the appraisal of St. Anne’s
School at a cost not to exceed $2,000.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy commented
that the purpose of this expenditure was
to explore the possibility of doing some-
thing with the school building in order to
provide a community center for the town.

The hope is that the center will serve
the borough’s youth, seniors and the
community as a whole, Mayor McCarthy
stated.

Councilman Shadewald reported that
the president and members of the Cham-
ber of Commerce are “proud to be giv-
ing back to the community with dona-
tion awards for our children and activi-
ties that promote the closeness of our
businesses and townspeople.” The cham-
ber will also be donating $1,000 to the
victims of the tsunami.

It was also announced that the cham-
ber would once again be holding a street
festival and Family Fun Day on Sunday,
September 11.

Councilman Shadewald reported that
Hartman Park is now open for skating.
The park was renovated in 2001 with
monies obtained through a “Field of
Dreams” grant from the County of
Union.

The governing body applied for this
grant and was awarded enough money
to renovate the basketball courts and
benches. New drainage was installed to
effectively flood the court with water
and freeze the rink for skating. This is
the second year the park is open for
skating.

Daniel Seeger Honored
At Hamilton College
WESTFIELD – Daniel Seeger, the

son of Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Seeger of
Westfield, has been named to the dean’s
list at Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y.
for the fall 2004 semester. A graduate of
Westfield High School, he is a junior
majoring in chemistry.
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East Stroudsburg Names
Guerriero to Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Westfield freshman

Jessica Guerriero was named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2004 semester at East
Stroudsburg University in Pennsylvania.

courses, in addition to new texts for
Biology I, General Biology, and Biol-
ogy II Advanced Placement.

Additionally, the district will re-
quest funds for new social studies text-
books at the elementary level. The
budget will also include $181,051 in
instructional materials, $34,700 for
assessment, student identification, and
program evaluation, $52,437 for pro-
fessional development time, $48,325
for curriculum support, and $68,469
for instructional initiatives.

The board will seek funding for only
one capital project this year, the boil-

ers at Washington Elementary School.
Officials said the boilers need to be
replaced, a project that would cost
$328,000. Only $200,000 of that
amount will be sought in the budget, as
a project of this nature qualifies for
state funding in the form of a grant for
as much as 40 percent of the total cost.

In addition to voting on the budget
on April 19, Westfield residents will
also have the chance to elect three new
members to the board.

Arlene Gardner, who has served on
the board for nine years and was presi-
dent until the end of the last school
year, announced she would not seek
re-election. Board members Alice
Honeycutt and Wayne Ziff’s seats are
up for re-election.

Board President Anne Riegel
thanked Ms. Gardner for her “signifi-
cant service to the community.”

Any Westfield residents who would
like to run for a three-year term on the
board can pick up a petition at the
district’s administration building at 302
Elm Street. The petition must be signed
by 10 adult Westfield residents and
returned to the administration build-
ing by 4 p.m. on February 28.

Prior to the business portion of the
meeting, the board recognized Dr.
Edmonds’ years of “outstanding ser-
vice,” according to Ms. Riegel, to the
Westfield School District.

Starting in February, Dr. Edmonds
will be the Superintendent of Schools
in Mendham Township. Dr. Edmonds,
who was presented with a resolution
lauding her accomplishments during
her time in Westfield, told the board
she was “grateful to work with all of
you.”

The board’s next public meeting will
be on Tuesday, February 1, where it
will further discuss the 2005-2006 bud-
get.

Michael Attanasio Earns
Dean’s List Recognition

WESTFIELD – Michael Attanasio
of Westfield, currently a junior at Rowan
University in Glassboro, has been placed
on the dean’s list with a 3.8 grade point
average for the fall 2004 semester.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, Michael is majoring in psychol-
ogy and plans to attend graduate school
after graduation from Rowan.

Michael Debrossy
Studies in Austria

WESTFIELD – Hartwick College
in Oneonta, N.Y. has announced that
Westfield junior Michael Debrossy is
participating in the January Term Off-
Campus Program at Hartwick College
in Vienna, Austria.

Michael will spend three weeks liv-
ing with a Viennese family and will
study the city of Vienna.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius
Debrossy of Westfield, Michael is ma-
joring in political science. He has par-
ticipated in Men’s Varsity Lacrosse.


