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Ferguson Describes Region Hit By Tsunami Like
A War Zone; Proud of Troops for Relief Efforts

From the Archives of The Westfield Leader
HOMELAND SECURITY...On Tuesday, President George W. Bush nomi-
nated former Westfielder Michael Chertoff to head Homeland Security for the
nation. Mr. Chertoff is pictured with his wife, Meryl, in 2001. See Page 4.

BREAKING NEWS: Michael Chertoff, Former
Westfielder, nominated for Homeland Security Post

Swastika Drawn on Forehead
Of Baby Jesus in Créche

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- Vandals struck
the crèche display at the Westfield
train station on North Avenue some-
time late last week, damaging five
spotlights and drawing a swastika
on the forehead of the Baby Jesus
figure in the manger.

It was the second time an out-
door nativity scene has been tar-
geted in Westfield recently – last
week, the Baby Jesus was re-
ported stolen from the crèche in
front of Saint Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Rahway Av-
enue. The statue, valued at $500
in financial terms, has not yet
been recovered.

The  train station display is spon-

sored by the Knights of Columbus.
It was discovered vandalized by one
of the Knights members and re-
ported to police at 9 a.m. last Satur-
day.

Lieutenant John Parizeau of the
Westfield Police Department stated
the swastika had been drawn on the
Christ child figure’s face in black
ink. He confirmed that the incident
remains under investigation.

He said there have been no other
recent incidents reported in the town
involving sacred images or houses
of worship being defaced with swas-
tikas or other such symbols. Any-
one with information is asked to
call the Westfield Police Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4000. All calls
will be kept confidential.
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Projected BOE Budget
Hike at 4.85 Percent

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board of
Education Secretary Robert Berman
revealed at the board’s meeting Tues-
day night that the town’s school district
budget for the 2005-2006 school year
will see a proposed increase of 4.85
percent over the current school year.

The increase, which is down from
last year’s increase of almost 6 per-
cent, is “considerably lower” than
usual, said Mr. Berman.

The state of New Jersey allows for
an increase of 3.01 percent over the
previous year’s budget, which would
account for an increase of $2,090,427.

Additionally, the Westfield school
district is entitled to seek spending
growth adjustments in the amount of

$1,100,172 to cope with growing en-
rollment and $180,000 to offset the
cost of special education services.

Projections indicate that the school
district could have as many as 80 to
85 additional students for the 2005-
2006 school year.

“We are still seeing enrollment
growth, but we are managing it well,”
said Board member Kimberly Rhodes.

In total, the district will seek
$1,280,172 in spending grown adjust-
ments.

Adding the allowed increase of 3.01
percent and the amount to be sought in
spending growth adjustments to this
year’s base budget equals a budget
increase of $3,370,599, officials said.

The total budget cap for the 2005-
2006 school year budget is $72,820,015.
At this point, the proposed budget comes
in at a total of $72,982,339, which is
$162,324 over the cap.

Mr. Berman noted that cuts would
have to be made, saying, “We cannot
do everything we want to do.”

The main expenditures involved in
this year’s budget are medical insur-
ance for district employees, tuition
costs for out-of-district placement of
special education students, utilities
for the district’s various facilities,
and contractual obligations towards
staff, Mr. Berman said.

In addition, a new guidance coun-
selor is being budgeted for Westfield
High School (WHS), a full-time
teacher will be hired to instruct the
district’s first class for autistic stu-
dents, new computers need to be pur-
chased for the second grade, and a
number of capital projects need to be
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader

MOVING FORWARD...Downtown Westfield Corporation Executive Director Sherry Cronin discusses the future of the
downtown with newly-elected Chairman David Martone and other members of the board. Pictured, left to right, are:
Mrs. Cronin, Special Officer John Morgan, Board Treasurer David Capodanno and Mr. Martone.

Borough Soliciting Businesses
For Donations for Town Clock

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Borough
of Mountainside is continuing its ef-
fort to raise private donations for a
town clock that will be placed in front
of Valley National Bank on Mountain
Avenue.

Mayor Robert Viglianti reported that
60 letters had been sent to businesses
that are associated with the borough
asking for a $1,000 donation.

The mayor also noted that a four-
page letter is presently being con-
structed to go to every Mountainside
resident outlining the project and ask-
ing if they want to be a part of it.

The mayor stated that if a resident
wishes to purchase a small nameplate
on the clock it will cost $250. He also
stated that a $350 donation would
give a citizen a line on the clock plus
a collectable miniature of the clock.

During the discussion it was noted
that Donald and Bob Maxwell, of
Maxwell Furniture Restoration on
Mountain Avenue, would be donat-
ing a metal English-style bench to be
placed next to the borough clock.

Mayor Viglianti said that Valley
National is donating the land to erect
the clock as well as $5,000 to help

finance the $35,000 to $40,000 bill to
pay for the clock itself.

The mayor has noted that it looks
very similar to the clock in Fanwood.
He added that both Garwood and
Clark have similar clocks. He con-
cluded that this particular clock can
be found in Mount Joy, Pa., between
Elizabethtown and Lancaster.

Council members reiterated that
any additional money raised that ex-

ceeds the cost of the clock would be
donated to the borough’s rescue squad.

In other business, a discussion re-
garding the community pool fees for
the 2005 summer season was held as
the Recreation Committee is recom-
mending an increase. It was reported
that the committee is asking for $235
for a resident family, up from $220; a
$10 increase to $120 for a single

Mountainside School Bd. Ratifies
Three-Year Deal With Teachers

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – On Tuesday,
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion ratified a new three-year con-
tract with the Mountainside Educa-
tion Association.

The new contract allots a 4.3 per-
cent raise in teacher salaries, but oth-
erwise does not change much from
the previous contract.

Interim Chief School Administra-
tor Walter Rusak called it a “cookie
cutter contract,” and added that,
“we’re happy to have the teachers
back on board.”

Teachers’ Union President
Jeannette Maraffi said that everyone

was happy with the salary increase,
but explained, “What everyone is
happiest about is that health benefits
stayed intact. That was a big negotia-
tion point.”

Ms. Maraffi told The Westfield
Leader that considering
Mountainside’s socioeconomic level,
teachers are “trying to move up a
little bit in the county.”

She added that 47 percent of
Mountainside teachers are untenured,
and said she would like to see that

figure improved.
In other business, the board ap-

proved an application to carry-over
funds dedicated to the borough for
the federal government’s No Child
Left Behind program from the 2004
fiscal year in the amount of $7,060.

Board Secretary Paul Vizzuso told
The Leader that grants can normally
be carried over for one year unless
otherwise indicated in the language
of the grant program.

DWC Focuses on Clean, Safe
Downtown as 2005 Objective

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) elected
David Martone as its new chairman
during Tuesday night’s Board of Di-
rectors re-organization meeting.

“Thank you for the nomination. I
humbly accept and I will try and take
this board to the next level,” Mr.
Martone said.

Other appointments included Joe
Spector as Vice-Chairman, David
Capodanno as Treasurer and Dominic
Verdic as Secretary. Lee Hale was
welcomed to the board as a resident
member.

The main focus of the meeting was
to address the goals and objectives
for the upcoming year.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin stated, “A special focus will
be on keeping the downtown cleaner.”

The board discussed the Blue Ma-
chine owned by the town, which was
estimated to have cost approximately

$25,000. The machine is a self-pro-
pelled sidewalk cleaner that has been
out of service for some time.

Special Officer John Morgan stated
that the machine “is in the garage
requiring parts.” He continued stat-
ing, “It’s a matter of making that (the
repair) a budget item.”

Mrs. Cronin stated, “My complaint
is not in the trash receptacle pick-up,
it is in other areas.” She added that

she would like to see a “pan and
broom litter pickup” two days a week.

Mr. Spector suggested educating
the business owners about what they
need to do to keep the areas around
their businesses clean.

Board member Frank Arena asked,
“Does the town have a description or
details (regarding litter management)
they share with you?”

Town to Purchase 14 Pay Stations; Looks to Add
Spaces in Downtown, Honor Late Town Clerk

By PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — In the aftermath
of the defeat of plans for parking
garages, the town is now looking at
more minor fixes previously discussed
to increase downtown parking capac-
ity.

The town will increase the number
of pay stations in the downtown will
look once again at plans to gain addi-
tional spaces at existing municipal
lots.

The council is set to vote on Tues-

day, January 20, to grant a $175,000
contract to Metric Parking of
Lyndhurst to purchase 14 pay sta-
tions. The stations will installed in lot
5 behind the Rialto Theatre (replac-
ing existing pay stations with more
modern equipment), in lot 4 behind
Baron’s Drug Store and Victoria’s
Secret, in lot 7 across from the
Westfield Post Office on Central Av-
enue, and lot 2 on North Avenue at the
Westfield Train Station.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
explained that the town is also look-
ing to once again look at plans to
make what currently are lots 1 and 8
on Elm and Prospect Streets into one
lot. Mr. Gildea said by reconfiguring
the lots the town could pick up an-
other 22 spaces. Also, by
reconfiguring the train station lot an-
other dozen spaces could be gener-
ated.

On a related issue, the a divided
council opted to hold off taking ac-
tion on an ordinance next week that
would have eased up parking restric-
tions on a section of Stoneleigh Park,
located near Westfield High School.

In other business, Mr. Gildea said
the town has been in discussion with
the Township of Scotch Plains for a
plan to allow residents of the town-
ship to purchase permits to utilize
Westfield’s conservation center on
Lamberts Mill Road.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca called the proposed shared
services agreement, “one of the most
important issues we face.” He said
with costs for recycling operations

projected to increase it is important
that the town generate additional rev-
enue to reduce this costs.

Scotch Plains is also looking to
join Westfield in its bulky waste resi-
dential pickup program. Mr. Gildea
said an agreement is still in the talk-
ing stage.

Staying on the subject of shared
services, Mr. Gildea said the Bor-
ough of New Providence has become
the eighth town to join the Westfield
Regional Health Department. The
administrator said the health depart-
ment would not need to hire addi-
tional employees at this time since

New Providence has an existing nurs-
ing program.

The other towns beside Westfield
that are served by the regional depart-
ment are Fanwood Garwood,
Mountainside, Roselle Park and
Springfield.

“That’s very good for us,” said Mr.
Gildea, noting the cost savings of the
program as well as the regional power
Westfield gains from operating the
health department.

The council is also set to vote to
approve the demolition of four, single-
family homes located on Hillcrest

By HORACE CORBIN, PAUL PEYTON,
SUZETTE STALKER

AND BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COLUMBO, SRI LANKA — In a
live telephone interview from South
Asia on Monday morning, Congress-
man Michael Ferguson described for
The Westfield Leader the devastation
wrought by the tsunami on December
26 and the collective efforts by indi-
viduals from around the globe to help
victims of the disaster.

Congressman Ferguson and his del-
egation, which included U.S. Senator
Jon Corzine, received a firsthand ac-
count of the devastation that struck the
region, where “It’s as bad as could be
imagined — a war zone; everything
blown to smithereens,” he remarked.

The congressman left Dulles Inter-
national Airport in Washington, D.C.
on Thursday night, traveling all day
Friday, and arrived on Saturday to
board a military cargo plane for a
three-hour trip en route to the aircraft
carrier Abraham Lincoln.

“This (the air trip) was not for
luxury traveling. We had life preserv-
ers on, along with helmets, earplugs
under our earphones, goggles and we
were strapped in so tight I could not
get a deep breath,” the congressman
said. He described the landing on the
carrier as, “like a severe roller coaster.”

On Saturday, Mr. Ferguson took a
helicopter tour of Banda Aceh.

“We landed at the airstrip in Banda
Aceh, where they are bringing in most

of the supplies and then distributing
them to the camps which have been
set up,” he said.

He emphasized that United States
military helicopters are getting the
supplies where they need to go. The
congressman noted that a U.S. Navy
Seahawk helicopter carrying relief
supplies to the region crashed Mon-
day, but fortunately all 10-crew mem-
bers survived.

Survivors have been spread out in
camps. Officials on the ground feel
that by spreading out the camps they
will be able to reduce the spread of
disease. Congressman Ferguson noted
that U.S. helicopters are getting sup-
plies the victims of the devastated areas.

While in Banda Aceh, Congress-

man Ferguson met with a high gov-
ernment official/Indonesian minister
and some local military and reviewed
relief efforts. The delegation then re-
boarded choppers to take another
aerial tour of Banda Aceh before head-
ing back to the Abraham Lincoln.

Mr. Ferguson and the delegation had
breakfast on Sunday with United States
Ambassador to the Republic of Indo-
nesia, B. Lynn Pascoe, to discuss relief
efforts and the general political situa-
tion in Indonesia and what role the U.S.
is playing and might play in the future.

Next, the congressman flew to
Bangkok, Thailand where he stayed at
the U.S. Embassy for meetings that
covered a range of topics including
malaria-related healthcare crisis in
Aceh, anti-terrorism efforts underway
countrywide, HIV/AIDS, and the ef-
forts to combat child trafficking.

On Monday, Congressman
Ferguson met with Dr. Sandy Waran, a
friend from New Jersey who is a native
of Colombo, and others who are coor-
dinating relief efforts of their own.

Congressman Ferguson said New
Jerseyans should continue their sup-
port of the relief effort through finan-
cial donations and by contributing
supplies, as well as their prayers for
the survivors and those who were lost
lives in the tsunami.

He explained that the most serious
threats currently are outbreaks of ma-
laria, cholera, and hepatitis. In this
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WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.
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Ferguson Describes Region Hit
By Tsunami Like A War ZoneWEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5

Joseph Kolar, 21, of Garwood was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after being involved in a
motor vehicle accident. Police believe
he crashed his vehicle into a fence on
the southbound side of Central Avenue.
Kolar, who was not injured, was re-
leased on his own recognizance to a
responsible adult.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6
George C. Clarke, 44, of Watchung

was arrested in the 400 block of South
Avenue, West, on charges of aggra-
vated assault on a police officer, re-
sisting arrest, obstructing adminis-
tration of law and possession of a
weapon.

Westfield police questioned Clarke
regarding a house arrest order from
the Newark Federal Court mandating
he be home by 9 p.m., which had
already past that evening. Clarke al-
legedly struck one of the officers about
the face with a closed fist, after which
he was taken into custody. A check of
the suspect’s motor vehicle uncov-
ered a six-inch hunting knife, police
said.

The officer whom Clarke is charged
with striking was treated at police
headquarters. Clarke was being held
on $100,000 bail at the Union County
Jail on the Westfield charges, and was
to be turned over to United States
marshals.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 7
Luis Valladares, 25, of North

Plainfield was arrested at Prospect
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated, driving without a license,
careless driving and leaving the scene
of an accident.

Valladares is believed to have left

the scene of a one-car accident at
Newton Place and Elm Street shortly
before his arrest. There were no inju-
ries. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible adult.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 8
Onur Tezucar, 23, of Westfield was

arrested at First Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated after
being stopped for speeding. He was
released on his own recognizance to
a responsible adult.

A Summit Avenue resident reported
being assaulted inside his home by
three unwanted male guests who had
crashed a social gathering. The vic-
tim sustained cuts, scratches and a
chipped tooth. Police advised him of
the procedure for filing a complaint.

A burglary was reported at a busi-
ness in the 1000 block of South Av-
enue, West, in which unknown per-
sons $220 in cash from the register.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
Kevin Lantz, 19, of Westfield and a

15-year-old male juvenile from Clark
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop in the 900 block of Central Av-
enue and charged with possession of
suspected cocaine and possession of
alcohol by an underage person. The
juvenile also was charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana.

Lantz was released on his own re-
cognizance with a summons, while the
juvenile was turned over to an adult.

An attempted burglary occurred at
a South Avenue delicatessen. Entry
to the premises was not gained.

A burglary was reported at a sec-
ond delicatessen, also on South Av-
enue, in which $150 in cash and a
large amount of cigarettes were taken.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Patrick O’Connor for The Westfield Leader
BEGINNING NEW TERM…Garwood Councilman Charles Lombardo takes
the oath of office for a new term from Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma at the
Borough Council’s re-organizational meeting held January 2. Looking on are his
wife, Carol; his daughter, Christine, and his son, Greg.

Patrick O’Connor for The Westfield Leader
PROUD MOMENT…Garwood Clerk Christina Ariemma swears in new Coun-
cilman Victor DeFilippo as his wife, Judy, and son, Victor, look on during the
Borough Council’s re-organizational meeting held January 2.

considered by the board’s Facilities
Committee, Mr. Berman explained.

Richard Solomon, chairman of the
board’s Finance Committee, ex-
pressed satisfaction with the progress
being made on the budget thus far.

“We’re in much better shape this
year than we have been at this time
the last few years,” he said.

The board will continue public dis-
cussions of the 2005-2006 up to and
after its due date on Friday, March 4.

Special education will be discussed
on Tuesday, February 1, Fine Arts
and Athletics on Tuesday, February

8, and Technology and Personnel will
on the agenda at the board’s next
public meeting on Tuesday, January
25, following the Curriculum and
Capital Projects portions of the bud-
get on Tuesday, February 15.

Following the board’s discussion
of the budget, it was approached by
Laurie Mace, a Westfield resident
representing a group of parents con-
cerned with the budgetary impact of a
benefit clause in the contracts of all
Westfield teachers stating that regard-
less of residence, the teachers’ chil-
dren may be educated in the Westfield
school district.

These students, of whom there are
currently 27 in the district, are paid
for out of the same budget as all other
students, officials said.

Ms. Mace told the board that “their
tax dollars should go to educating the
students living in the district.”

Also, Ms. Mace pointed out that
these students might be taking up
spots on students’ teams with limited
numbers of players that could instead
be allotted to students living in the
district.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley responded by telling Ms.
Mace that the clause is a “negotiable
item” in the union contract that “it is
something we can consider as part of
our negotiation” with the union.

membership, and a $5 increase to $75
for a senior membership.

For non-resident families the in-
crease is proposed at $30 to total
$440 for a non-resident single mem-
bership. The increase for non-resi-
dent senior memberships is proposed
at $15 to total $220 for single mem-
berships and $180 for senior mem-
berships.

The committee is also proposing
that the non- resident initiation fee be
increased by $5 to total $35 for a
family and $20 for a single, respec-
tively.

The governing body stated that an
ordinance outlining these fees will be
introduced at next week’s public coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday, January 18.

It was also noted that next week an
ordinance will also be introduced to
advertise for the positions of pool
manager and assistant pool manager.

Lastly, the mayor and council re-
ported that because certified paper is
now a safety paper that cannot be
duplicated and is numerically ordered
by the state, receiving a certified copy
of something from the borough will
now cost $15 a sheet as opposed to
the old fee of $5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Clock

After one year, any balance must
be returned to the government
agency issuing the grant, he said.
The original amount of the grant
was $17,113.

Mountainside teachers Patricia
Bruce, Kelly Schundler and Joseph
Ricca, Jr. were approved by the
board to take classes at Kean Uni-
versity in Union at the school
budget’s expense.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Contracts
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Projected BOE Budget
Hike At 4.85 Percent

Mrs. Cronin stated that the last
time the DWC received a listing of all
services the town provides was in
1997.

“They put a lot more emphasis on
the downtown then than they do now,”
Mrs. Cronin concluded.

The board agreed they would like
to set up a meeting between the DWC
and Town Council Public Works Com-
mittee Chairwoman Jo Ann Neylan
to discuss a plan to keep the down-
town clean.

In other news, the DWC is discuss-
ing the coordination of a promotional
event with the PGA Tour to be held at
Baltusrol Golf Club located in Spring-
field. The event, which will be a
weeklong tournament in August, is
expected to attract approximately
40,000 attendees per day.

The DWC discussed creating a spe-
cial promotional event that will focus
on Westfield as a destination after the
event.

Mr. Hale commented via confer-
ence call that the promotion will tar-
get, “key people who will be looking

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC Focuses on Clean, Safe
Downtown as 2005 Objective

for something to do in addition to
going to the tournament.”

A list of 2004 major accomplish-
ments was also presented with the
achievement of the Great American
Main Street Award as the biggest
accomplishment. Other highlights
included the increased number of
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz nights,
the design and installation of the kiosk,
the completion of the Rialto Park
project and the increased historic pres-
ervation and high visibility projects
such as Lancasters, Ltd., Mademoi-
selle and the Northside Trattoria.

Mrs. Cronin also asked the board to
approve an idea to raise funds for the
tsunami victims in Southeast Asia.

She said the DWC has a surplus of
Great American Main Street Award
cups that she would like to place at
Vicki’s Diner.

Diners would be able to purchase the
cups along with a drink or by them-
selves for $2. The board unanimously
approved the idea. The owner of Vicki’s
Diner had already approved the place-
ment of the cups at her business.

The next meeting of the DWC will
be on Monday, February 28. All meet-
ing are held at the DWC offices lo-
cated at 105 Elm Street.

Avenue, Canterbury Road, Lawrence
Avenue, and Elm Street.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
assured the council that the homes
were on lots that were could not be
sub-divided. Thus, the homes would
be replaced by single-family homes.

Mayor Gregory McDermott and
council members agreed with a pro-
posal by former Councilman Neil
Sullivan and others to plant a cherry
tree in front of the municipal building
as a memorial to Bernard Heeney,
Westfield’s town clerk the past five
years, who died of a heart attack on
New Year’s Eve. A plaque will also
be included to note Mr. Heeney’s
quarter century of service to the town.

Mr. Gildea said the proposal fol-
lows past town tradition to plant
cherry trees in honor of veterans. Mr.
Heeney, who resided in Bayonne,
served in Vietnam and was active in
veteran associations.

Although donations could be raised
privately, Councilman Betancourt
said he believed the cost of the tree
could come out of town funds.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Council

Garner Will Portray Inventor
At Redeemer Lutheran School

WESTFIELD – Students at Re-
deemer Lutheran School, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield, will
welcome Montclair actor,
Patrick Garner, who will
portray inventor Thomas
Alva Edison during a spe-
cial open house presenta-
tion, “Thomas Edison: In-
ventor, Lecturer & Prank-
ster” on Friday, January 21,
at 7 p.m.

In a recreation of the lec-
tures Edison gave in his later
years, Mr. Garner will re-
count the inventor’s life and
demonstrate models of some
of his greatest inventions – the light
bulb and phonograph. Student volun-
teers, serving as “Edison’s Insomnia
Squad”, will assist him.

Mr. Garner said, “What I feel is most
important, though, is passing on to the
students the lessons Edison felt his work

had taught him – the value of hard
work, the importance of making mis-
takes and how to look at tough prob-

lems from a new angle in
order to solve them.”

He added, “There’s so
much more to Edison than
‘Genius equals one part in-
spiration and 99 parts per-
spiration.’”

Mr. Garner is working
with the Edison Preserva-
tion Foundation, the group
that is now undertaking the
extensive renovation and ex-
pansion of the Edison Na-
tional Historic Site in West

Orange.
The site, which was the last of

Edison’s “Invention Factories,” is where
the inventor perfected his phonograph,
produced America’s first motion pic-
tures and applied for more than half of
his 1,093 U.S. patents – the most ever
held by any individual.

“If kids can’t go to Edison, Edison
comes to them,” said Mr. Garner, re-
garding the site’s long-term renovation
and closing.

For more information on Mr. Garner’s
presentation at Redeemer Lutheran
School, please call (908) 232-1592.

Patrick Garner

GEOGRAPHY EXPERTS…Students from Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield competed in the school-level competition of the National Geographic
Bee on January 5. Pictured, left to right, are: fifth grade teacher Jeanine Gottko,
who organized and moderated the contest; fifth grader Alexander Zimmerman,
who placed third; fourth grader Markey Frega, wearing his first place ribbon;
fifth grader Ross Workman, who placed second, and Franklin School Principal
Dr. Mary Fleck.

Franklin Geography Bee
Won by Markey Frega

WESTFIELD – Markey Frega, a
fourth grader at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield, won the school-
level competition of the National Geo-

graphic Bee on January 5 and a chance
at a $25,000 scholarship.

Ross Workman, a fifth grader, came
in second and another fifth grader,
Alexander Zimmerman, placed third.

The school-level competition, at
which students answered oral ques-
tions on geography during an assem-
bly, was the first round in the 16th
annual National Geographic Bee,
sponsored by the National Geographic
Society.

The contest kicked off on the week
of November 15, with thousands of
schools around the United States and
in the five U.S. territories participat-
ing.

At Franklin School, competitions
were first held in all fourth and fifth
grade classrooms, culminating in a
school-wide competition.

Markey, and winners from other
schools nationwide, will now take a
written test. As many as 100 of the top
scorers in each state and territory will
be eligible to compete in their state
Bee on Friday, April 1.

The National Geographic Society
will provide an all-expense paid trip to
Washington, D.C. for state champions
and teacher-escorts to participate in
the National Geographic Bee national
championship on Tuesday and
Wednesday, May 24 and 25. The first
place national winner will receive a
$25,000 college scholarship and a life-
time membership to the society.

“Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek will
moderate the national finals on Thursday,
May 25. The program will air on the
National Geographic Channel, and after-
ward on public television stations, pro-
duced by Maryland Public Television.

regard, the congressman will be in
contact with New Jersey pharma-
ceutical companies to see if they are
able to make antibiotics and medical
supplies available to tsunami survi-
vors.

The threat of disease is widespread
due to the uncharacteristic wet con-
ditions, Congressman Ferguson said.
Although floodwaters have receded,
pools of water remain and provide
perfect conditions for the onset of an
epidemic such as malaria.

Congress will vote soon on a
supplemental package to aid those
countries impacted by the tsunami,
Mr. Ferguson stated. President
George W. Bush has pledged $350
million in aid to the region.

“The individual response from the
United States is quite evident, very
generous,” the congressman said.

He noted the “first-hand” evidence
he witnessed from the air and on the
ground would assist him and other
members of Congress that made the
trip in analyzing where resources
need to be directed.

“It’s important not to just throw
money at a problem,” he stated.

In the coming weeks, the con-
gressman will visit schools and hold
Town Hall meetings throughout the
Seventh Congressional District in
an effort to increase statewide relief
efforts already underway.

He expressed awe at how indi-
viduals from different cultural, po-
litical and religious backgrounds
have come together to aid the tsu-
nami victims, adding how it re-
minded him of the way people from
all walks of life joined forces fol-
lowing the September 11 attacks on
the United States.

“No one cares about the differ-
ences, (between countries) they are
more concerned with assisting those
in need. This tragedy is an opportu-
nity for the future of this country,”
Congressman Ferguson said. “It is

an opportunity for reconciliation.”
He was also profoundly affected

by how proud the people of the area
are and their unwillingness to take
handouts even in the wake of such
sizable destruction. The victims ex-
pressed their desire to work for the
aid they were receiving, as charity is
difficult for them to accept. As a
result, Congressman Ferguson is try-
ing to have boats repaired or re-
placed for fishermen so they can go
back to work.

He said as  floodwaters  recede,
debris and destruction can be seen
everywhere. Volunteers are packag-
ing materials daily for survivors liv-
ing in camps and temples and dis-
tributing them to the victims.

“It’s extraordinary how people
have put aside their differences to
assist people in need,” Congressman
Ferguson commented. “(We’re dis-
covering) things that used to divide
us really don’t matter at all.”

Congressman Ferguson said the
relief teams, particularly the United
States military, are making a differ-
ence. He said their morale is high as
they are eager to do and give every-
thing they have to the relief effort.

“I’m so proud of soldiers, our
young people — their morale is
high,” he said.

The crew of Abraham Lincoln has
been “very impressive,” he said. He
said crewmembers on the aircraft car-
rier constantly stop their captain, ask-
ing when they can go to shore to help.

He remarked that the aircraft car-
rier is “amazing” in that it can pro-
duce drinking water from seawater.
It has an excess capacity of 79,000
gallons per day and that this produc-
tion of drinking water is being deliv-
ered to the disaster victims.

Congressman Ferguson noted that
the United States military has been
there for two weeks providing help.
He said United Nations relief work-
ers just started showing up this week.


