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Tiger Cagers Stop
Raider Boys, 59-53

Pesky Lady Blue Devils Hush
Huskies in Basketball, 58-35
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As we enter a new year, it’s both a
time to look ahead to the possibilities
and to look back at the memories of the
past. Many newspapers print the pre-
vious year’s list of Top 10 events, and
many writers come up with month-by-
month predictions of what’s going to
happen this year.

With that (sort of) in mind, the Devil’s
Den would like to promote a contest of
sorts. Here’s how you play: We want to
know which school year you think had
the best sports teams in WHS history.
And we would like you to guess the
winning class. There’s been lots of
great teams and great athletes, but it’s
the overall top-to-bottom greatness
we’re looking for. The winner will be
based strictly on total combined win-
ning percentage of ALL varsity sports
(ties don’t count). If two school years
have the same winning percentage, the
tiebreaker will be state championship
teams during that scholastic year.

We’ll figure out a prize of some sort,
maybe dinner at the Jolly Trolley with
the Corbin brothers, Dave and Horace.

You can email your predictions
(sorry, just one guess per person) to me
at the address at the bottom of the Den,
or mail them to WHS’s Winningest
Year, in care of the Devil’s Den,
Westfield Leader, 251 North Ave. West,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Results will be
posted in May or early June, after
calculations are finished and double-
checked by my personal statman
surpreme, Charlie (The Scorekeeper)
Hansen.

TRIVIA QUESTION
WHS’s last unbeaten wrestling team

was in 1973, a 14-0 squad featuring
state champions Rich Gottlick and Chris
Campbell. When was the only other
unbeaten WHS wrestling team?

What School Year Was Best
for Sports at WHS?

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 1973 lineup: Dave Brown (98,
20-3), Bill Steele (106, 8-7-2), Joe
Thome (115, 16-5-1), Paul Bockus (123,
17-3-2), Stan Warne (130, 20-3), Charles
Schrope (136, 15-8), Mark Dennis (141,
24-2-1), Gottlick (148, 27-0), Dan
Morash (157, 10-1-1) or Quint Mansell
(157, 7-3-2), Campbell (168, 26-0),
Walt Heiniger (178, 19-1-1), Pete
Shearer (heavyweight, 18-7).

FOOTBALL REVIEW
The 2004 WHS football team will

hold its annual end-of-season banquet
tonight at 7 p.m. in the high school’s
cafeteria B. It was not the best of years
for the Blue Devils, who struggled to a
1-9 record and allowed a school record
297 points. With three losses to end the
2003 season, the losing streak reached
a school record 11 games before a 28-7,
win over Edison in an NJSIAA conso-
lation game.

But there were highlights, like Marc
Dowling’s team-best 97 tackles, and
Bryan Power’s seven interceptions, one
short of the school record. Power also
would’ve had the third longest kickoff
return in school history, but his 93-
yarder against Elizabeth was wiped
out by a penalty.

Paul Goldweitz had a decent year
kicking, making all eight PATs and
one field goal. Tom DelDuca led the
team in rushing yards (288 on 67 car-
ries) and touchdowns (four). Mike
Patella hit 29 of 67 passes for 293
yards. Power led the team with 15
receptions for 189 yards.

WHS quarterbacks Patella, Nick
DeRosa and Chris Cassett completed
39 passes for 393 yards, but no touch-
downs. The last time WHS went an
entire season without a touchdown pass
was 1957, the first year under run-
oriented coach Les Zorge. WHS also
went the entire 1952 and ’53 seasons
with zero TD tosses for coach Joe
Freeman. There were one-TD-pass
years in 1975, 1983 and 1984.

Quite a few underclassmen got a lot
of playing time this fall. So, while
tough guys like Dowling, Power, Rich
Stewart, Mike Finne and Mark
Harbaugh will be missed, next year’s
defense has a chance of reversing things
and becoming a dominant force. Ends
Matt Ince, Bob Mroz and Brandon
Simmons, tackles Cowles Stewart,
Santo Nardi and J.T. Sheehan, line-
backers Tyrell Simmons, Will
Harbaugh and Ryan Yarusi, and backs
William Jenkins, Andrew Shaffer,
Chris Cassett, Terron Rogers,
Jayshawn King and Ryan Sharkey all
got serious playing time this fall.

Defense wins games. Want proof?
Only two of Gary Kehler’s 22 WHS
teams gave up over 100 points in a

season – 1963 (110) and 1966 (105) –
and those teams went 7-2 and 7-1-1,
respectively.

OLD PHOTOS
We would like to include an old

photo with the Devil’s Den each week.
They can be from high school, little
league or semipro (baseball, soccer)
teams, action photos or just individual
shots, as long as they have a Westfield
connection. And the older, the better. If
you find an old scrapbook with photos
from the 1930s, ’40s, ’50s, ’60s or
’70s, that’s awesome! Send it in. They
can run under a “Memory Lane” head-
ing along with the Den. Please send
them to: Devil’s Den, in care of The
Westfield Leader, 251 North Ave. West,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. They will be
returned to you after they are used.
Please include as much identification
as possible for the caption that runs
with the photo.

NOBODY ASKED ME, BUT …
WHS has probably won more state

and county championships, in more
different sports, than any other school.
Our sports tradition is second to no
town in New Jersey. So wouldn’t it be
nice to have some of those “Welcome
to Westfield, Home of the (fill in the
year) State (fill in the sport) Champi-
ons” signs? Or “Welcome to Westfield,
Home of the 14-time State Football
Champions”? Or “Welcome to
Westfield, Home of Olympians Bob
Clotworthy, Dave Perkowski and Chris
Campbell”?

Put one on East Broad and Springfield
Ave. for the champion football squads,
another on Central Ave. at the railroad
overpass for the tennis teams, another on
West Broad by Lamberts Mill Road for
the swim teams, another on Rahway Ave.
near the train tracks for the soccer teams,
one on Mountain Ave. near Chrones for
basketball, etc., etc. There’s a lot of streets
coming into Westfield from east, west,
north and south. Let’s fill ’em with these
signs! Our athletes have earned them, so
let’s flaunt them!

TRIVIA ANSWER
Coach Gary Kehler’s 1967 team went

12-0 and featured sophomore state
champion Bill Kenny (22-1) at 98
pounds. The rest of the lineup: Mark
Ramage (106, 10-6), Gary Grabel (115,
11-4-2), Dave Wight (123, 15-2-1),
Jerry Armstrong (130, 11-4-1), Don
Pepper (136, 9-6), Pete Adelaar (141,
15-4), Bill Dunham (148, 8-4-1), Bob
Treut (157, 16-4), Tim Gordeuk (168,
19-3), Jon Gordon (178, 18-2) and
Steve Jones (heavyweight, 17-1).

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den ap-
pears every Thursday in The Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments or
ideas at bj1019@aol.com

go up and under and before you know
it she finds a way to get it in,” said
Marino.

The 2-1 Blue Devils literally em-
barrassed Matawan from the free
throw line, hitting 12-for-17 for 70
percent while the 2-3 Huskies man-
aged to sink just 8-for-19 for 42 per-
cent. Freshman forward Erin Miller
nailed 8-for-10 from the free throw
line and finished with 22 points, in-
cluding two 3-pointers.

“We have been working on our free
throws. Before we came into the game,
we were around 70 percent,” com-
mented Marino.

Katie Cronin was not to be pushed
around under the offensive boards
and laid in four points while Chip
Simmons and Casey Elkourey each
contributed two points.

After the tenacious Blue Devil de-
fense applied the pinch on Pitts, the
Huskies could score only one point in
the second quarter while rolling in 15
points to take a 25-18 lead at the half.
In the third quarter, Miller hit eight
points and Slodyczka sank four in a
16-5 run that put the game out of
reach, 41-23. Although loosening the
reins a bit early in the fourth quarter,
the Blue Devils tightened up to
outscore the Huskies, 17-12.

Adding to the stingy defense, it
was evident that the Blue Devils’ quick
reactions to deflect passes and create
steals threw a wrench into the Hus-
kies’ offensive game plan. Westfield’s
team speed was also evident offen-
sively by the ability to get the ball
down court swiftly to the open team-
mate.

“That’s what our objective is,” said
Marino. “To be fast, control the ball
and beat teams on transitions.”
Matawan 17   1   5 12 35
Westfield 10 15 16 17 58

Blue Devil Girls Defend
UC Indoor Relay Title
Strong efforts from senior veterans

Annie Onishi and Emily MacNeil
enabled the Westfield High School
girls winter track team to defend its
title at the Union County Girls Relays
at Dunn Center in Elizabeth on Janu-
ary 3. The Blue Devils finished with
a total of 44 to hold off the Summit
girls who finished with 36 and third-
place Scotch Plains-Fanwood at 26.

Onishi and MacNeil, respectively,
ran the final two legs of the sprint
medley relay and the 4x400-meter
relay to earn the Blue Devils victories
in both events to add 20 team points.
Additionally, Emily Perry, with a per-
sonal-best leap of 4’10”, and Gilliam
Kape, with a clearance of 4’6”, placed
third in the team high jump with a
total of 9’4”. Prior to the events, Sum-
mit and Westfield were locked in an
18-18 tie.

In the sprint medley, Erica
Ammermuller had a 200-meter time
of 31.6, Kape had a 200 time of 31.1,
Onishi ran the 400 in 1:08.3 and

MacNeil finished the 800-meter leg
in 2:28.6 for a time of 4:39.4. In the
4x400, Miriam Becker-Cohen
(1:09.9), Kape (1:09.9), Onishi
(1:07.3) and MacNeil (1:06) had a
time of 4:34.2.

Blue Devils Lauren Campo (per-
sonal best 2:44.2), Stephanie
Cortinhal (personal best 2:40.2),
Catherine Cognetti (2:47.8) and Meg
Driscoll (2:44.3) crossed first in the
4x800 with a time of 10:56.3. Onishi,
MacNeil, Becker-Cohen and Caitlyn
Berkowitz finished third in the Dis-
tance Medley Relay at 13:52.6.

The Raiders finished second in the
2x200 with a time of 2:02.3, third in
the 4x400 at 4:41.1 and third in the
shuttle hurdles at 36.1. The Raiders
also placed fourth in the 4x800 at
11:06.9, the sprint medley at 4:49.2
and the distance medley at 14:10.8.

TEAM 8 TOTALS:
1. Westfield 44, 2. Summit 36, 3.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 26, 4. Union
24, 5. Linden 20, 6. Plainfield and
Johnson 18, 8. Cranford 16

us,” said Young.
Lewis along with Kyle Gates and

Travis Morgan kept hounding the Ti-
gers in the home stretch resulting in a,
44-44 deadlock at the end of regulation.
In overtime, the Raiders tasted their
first lead when Ford rolled in a jumper,
and followed up hitting two from the
stripe; however, Jones sank two 3-point
buckets to put the Tigers ahead, 50-48.

After Young converted two from
the line, the Tigers turned their full-
court pressure up causing two key
turnovers. As time ran down, the Raid-
ers were forced to foul and the Tigers
netted seven points. Marable took the
final shot by connecting from beyond
the three-point perimeter.

“At the beginning we were a bit
nervous because of the big crowd. At
halftime, coach told us to get the ball
inside. We started doing that and it
created open shots and we got back
into the game. I thought we played
them very tough,” said Young. “De-
fensively, our main focus was to stop
Jones because he is a big time player.
We put Lewis on him and he did a
good job stopping him.”

“I thought we should have finished
them off prior to overtime,” added
Ford. “The pressure was up and I made
two key turnovers and I thought that
was the difference in the game. Over-
all I thought we played well. We upset
Rahway and you know, things happen.
That team is supposed to win the
sectionals so maybe we can come back
and do something good this season.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7 14 13   9   9 53
South Plainfield 12 18   6   8 15 59

Dayton Cagers Outdo
Lady Blue Devils, 57-48

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team’s dreams of winning
the Joe Pepe Memorial Tournament
ended when host Jonathan Dayton
had a big 23-15 final quarter to beat
the Blue Devils, 57-48, on December
30. Bulldog Cristin Zavocki sank 20
of her game-high 32 points in the
second half and finished with 12 re-
bounds.

Erin Miller led the Blue Devils
with 21 points, including one 3-
pointer. Stephanie Slodyczka put in
10 points while Gabriele O’Leary,
Kate Cronin, Christina Fietkiewicz
and Danielle Infantino each netted
four points.
Westfield 14 10   9 15 48
Dayton 15   8 11 23 57

Blue Devil Boys Skin
Raider Cagers, 52-50
The Westfield High School boys bas-

ketball team pulled out a 52-50 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood when se-
nior Bryan Power rolled in a layup in
the final 30 seconds in the third-place
consolation game at the John Butch
Kowal Tournament on December 30.

The Raiders held a 28-25 lead at the
half but the Blue Devil nibbled away
to tie the score, 39-39, heading into the
fourth quarter. Power finished with 10
points while Mike Venezia and Eric
Hayes each put up 13 points. Gavin
Ford led the Raiders with 17 points.
Westfield 12 13 14 13 52
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14 14 11 11 50

Raider Cagers Defeat
Rahway Boys, 57-50

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ basketball team advanced
to the semifinal round of the John
Butch Kowal Tournament by defeat-
ing host Rahway, 57-50, on December
27. Jeff Marable led the 1-2 Raiders
with 13 points and Earl Clark led the 2-
1 Indians with 27 points.

Marable nailed two straight jumpers
and Greg Bayard, who finished with
seven points, followed with two 3-point-
ers to push the Raiders to a 32-25 lead
midway through the third quarter. Lewis
scored 11 points, Gavin Ford netted 10,
Kyle Gates slammed in nine and Sean
Young rolled in eight points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7   8 22 20 57
Rahway   6 13 13 18 50

ATTENTION Raider
Footballers & Parents

Photos of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football din-
ner held at the Italian American Club
on December 16 can be found by
visiting www.goleader.com/photos

WESTFIELD                  $584,900

Lovingly maintained updated 4 BR, 2 full bath Split w/finished basement on expansive 79 x 142’ property.
Remodeled kitchen opens into the dining room for an inviting family get together.  Anderson French
sliders from dining area to deck, newer bath, maintenance free exterior.  Plus a wonderful yard featuring
a patio w/basketball hoop, built-in gas grill, fully fenced yard.  Minutes to GSP for easy commute.  DIR:
Central Ave. to Connecticut St. rt on Boynton lt on Maryland #221  (05200NEW)

CLARK                                                                                                          $449,000
Three bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial with front balcony off master bedroom.  Newer eat-in kitchen, remodeled family
room & finished basement, bath renovated spring 2004, new deck with wood burning fireplace, den and laundry
room.  Hardwood floors.  Two driveways with 1 car attached garage.  Three A/C window units.  DIR: Valley Rd. to Ross
St. to Durham #16  (052009955)

WESTFIELD                    $479,000

Well maintained nine room, three bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Side Hall Colonial on a beautiful quiet dead
end street.  Home is situated next to wooded area.  Features eat-in kitchen w/cherry cabinets, three
season room, deck, finished basement with dry bar and three zone natural gas heated hot-water base-
board heating on all floors.  Both dining room and living room have new oak laminate floors.  One car
attached garage.  Near train to NYC.  DIR: Central Ave. to Clifton rt onto Dunham #947 (052000013)

WESTFIELD                       $1,750,000
New 3,750 sq. ft. custom Colonial being built with top of the line amenities.  This home features five bedrooms, 3 and
1/2 baths, eat-in country kitchen, formal dining room, fireplace in living room, maids quarters.  The master bedroom
includes dressing room, fireplace, full bath w/jacuzzi & walk-in closet.  Hardwood floors throughout.  Work with
builder to custom build your own home.  (052009929)

Wychwood - New ConstructionOpen House: Sun 1/9 12-4PM

Open House: Sun 1/9  12-4PMOpen House: Sun 1/9  12-4PM


