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S MINEO, FABIANO GET 1ST; P. MINEO, GIANNACI 2ND

Raider Wrestlers Place 2nd
At John Goles Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite graduating 11 wrestlers,
including several outstanding athletes
last year, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team demon-
strated that it still had some clout by
placing second at the John Goles
Wrestling Tournament at Warren Hills
on December 28. Delaware Valley
took top honors with a 174.5 total and
the Raiders totaled 159.5.

Although boasting five champions,
the Raiders were burned by Delaware
Valley for the title two years ago, 161.5-
161, and last year, with their power-
house team, could not compete be-
cause of their participation in the pres-
tigious Beast of the East Tournament.

This year, senior Steve Mineo won
his second Goles title by defeating
Chris Kelly of Delaware Valley, 5-2,
in the 135-lb finals for his 99th career
win. Mineo, who placed second his
freshman year, defeated Kelly, 8-0, at
119-lbs two years ago. To reach the
finals, Mineo recorded a 15-0, tech
fall and a 6-0 shutout.

“He handled the kids really well,
worked on a lot of stuff. Steve really
loosened up, went after a lot of kids and
took great moves from his tool box,”
said Raider Head Coach John Scholz.

Marc Fabiano showed Pete
Zaminski of Sparta the lights in 3:42 to
claim the heavyweight title. Fabiano
received a bye then he recorded a first
period fall to reach the finals.

“He’s wrestling like a real power-
ful heavyweight. He pinned the kids
that he needed to pin. I am expecting
a lot of things from him,” said Scholz.

Sophomore Pat Mineo had a rug-
ged bout in the final with Millburn’s
Seth Podhoretz, who placed third in
Region 3 last year at 140-lbs.
Podhoretz outlasted Mineo, 8-5.

“Pat went two-for-two at the Beast
(of the East). Against Podhoretz, it
was a good match. It was tough,” said
Scholz.

Junior Nick Giannaci placed sec-
ond after being stopped in 2:53 by
Dave Sbriscia of Warren Hills in the
215-lb finals. Giannaci recorded a
second period fall and a third period

SLODYCZKA NETS 22 PTS, 8 BOARDS; MILLER HITS 22

Pesky Lady Blue Devils Hush
Huskies in Basketball, 58-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistence overcomes resistance!
That slogan known well by salesmen
proved to be true on December 29
when a persistent, pesky Westfield
High School girls basketball team
wore out Matawan mentally and

physically to record a resounding,
58-35 triumph in the semifinals of the
Joseph Pepe Memorial Tournament
in Springfield.

Fielding four freshmen starters and
one junior, the Blue Devils, after be-
ing on the short side of a 17-10 first
quarter, adapted very well defensively,

putting the pinch on Huskie star
Zaykeyah Pitts, who bucketed 11 of
her 17 points in that quarter. Sticking
like glue and having no fear mixing it
up, the Blue Devils committed 17
acts of theft led by freshman point
guard Gabriele O’Leary who had five
steals while contributing eight assists
and three points.

“They are feisty! They are feisty,
they get in people’s way and they
aggravate teams. They have been
working together since they were
young. They work hard and know
how to play well together,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Joe Marino. “The
older girls are getting a taste of it as
we move on. Our goal this year is to
work hard and execute. That’s what
they did.”

Freshman center Stephanie
Slodyczka led the team in rebounds
with nine and blocked shots with three.
She also pumped in 22 points and was
2-for-3 from the foul line. Freshman
Danielle Infantino pulled down eight
boards and added three points.

“Stephanie finds the basket very
well. She doesn’t even look at the
basket most of the time. She just turns
and will put a drop step on somebody,
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GROWLING THE LOUDEST…Raider Sean Young tamed the South Plainfield Tigers by pulling down twelve rebounds
and netted 19 points. Despite a great game, Scotch Plains-Fanwood lost in the final minutes, 59-53 in O.T in the John Butch
Kowal Tournament in Rahway on December 29.

FORD SCORES 22, YOUNG NETS 19 WITH 12 BOARDS

Tiger B’ballers Surge in OT;
Set Back Raider Boys, 59-53

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The South Plainfield High School
boys’ basketball team, known as the
Tigers, had to endure some roaring
from a young and inexperienced, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood team in regulation but
roared the loudest in overtime to earn a,
59-53, victory in the semifinals of the
John Butch Kowal Tournament in
Rahway on December 29.

Senior forward Gavin Ford was on
fire and led the Raiders offensively
with 22 points and junior forward Sean
Young, who netted 19 points, grabbed
the most rebounds with 12. Tiger Mar-
quis Jones led all scorers with 31 points.

“I’m proud as can be of them. This

is a great team. It’s all about team. No
one is a star. They worked their butts
off after being down nine. They could
have easily thought that they could not
compete against a big time experi-
enced team but they kept on going and
going after them, however we didn’t
close them out like we should have,”
said Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty.

The Tigers were consistent in main-
taining a fast tempo and gained a 12-7
advantage in the opening quarter then
penetrating inside allowed them to gain
a 30-21 halftime lead. In the half,
Raiders Young and Ford each scored
eight points, junior guard Rob Lewis
put up three points and senior forward
Jeff Marable added two.

“It looked like they were a little
down, so I kind of got on them and
challenged them,” said Doherty. “They
rose to the challenge and started to
play harder and they went after them.”

From that point on, the Raiders did
a good job on keeping the Tigers off
the glass and rolled with impressive
drives by getting the ball inside al-
lowing the open shot. Ford banged in
seven points, including a three-
pointer. Young hit from downtown
and Marable sank three of four from
the stripe to narrow the lead to 36-34
going into the fourth quarter.

“We worked the ball into the
post because they couldn’t stop
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Are you looking to make a move in 2005?  You’ll love this split level style home with hardwood floors located in
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Park and Tamaques School. Offered for $499,900  WSF1077

Susan Checchio
Sales Associate

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, January 9th, 1-4 pm

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 1998-2003

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: suechecchio@coldwellbanker.com
www.WestfieldNJRealtor.com

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

®REALTOR®REALTOR

Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-Westfield Office  215 North Avenue West       Telephone 908/232-5664-

Kenilworth 
New Listing! 

IMMACULATE! Start the New Year in this wonderful Cape Cod 

featuring four bedrooms and two full baths with new carpeting, 

new windows/doors. Beautiful newer eat-in kitchen!

A must see at $379,000

Kenilworth 

PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com-PRUDENTIAL NEW JERSEY PROPERTIES WEBSITE  www.PruNewJersey.com
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO ROLL IN TWO…Blue Devil Stephanie Slodyczka, No. 21, prepares
to shoot a layup in the game against Matawan.


