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— Established 1959— Batboy From 1964 Baseball Team
Lauds Bruce Johnson Article

Simple Solution on Leaf Law
Is Not to Follow Other Towns

WF Defendant Studies
Parking Ordinance

Prior to Court
I just obtained a copy of the parking

ordinance (Sect. 13-36) for meter parking
in the downtown area in preparation of a
court date on Wednesday. I see that meter
operation is 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., not 9 a.m. to
7 p.m. as the stickers on some of the
meters say, and as they have been enforc-
ing for a couple of years.

Also, state statute requires that no ordi-
nance is effective unless there is a “sign”
with the details of the ordinance. Case
law determined a sticker is a “message” is
not a “sign”. There are no hours of opera-
tion on any meters on East Broad Street.

Ray Lord
Westfield

I read Bruce Johnson’s article in last
week’s edition of The Westfield Leader.
Please note the photograph of the 1964
American Legion Baseball team (page
5), which was runner up in the state tour-
nament in Bridgeton.

They needed one win against Bridgeton
on the final day to win the state champi-
onship; then they could move on to the
eastern region finals and then perhaps to
the national finals.

In my 54 years in Westfield, I have
never seen a team with greater pitching,
more timely hitting, greater chemistry
and a bigger heart.

Al Moeller, the coach and former first
Hallmark card salesman for Jeannettes
Gift Shop, who later became Vice Presi-
dent of Hallmark Greeting Cards, was
well-respected by his players. Bill Meyers,
the assistant coach, has a plaque on a rock
at Tamaques park, for his contributions to
Westfield baseball.

The night before the big game with

Bridgeton, the team began to celebrate,
perhaps too soon, because an unfortunate
result of the fun was a cut to the main
pitching finger of Dennis Burke (recently
retired from the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment). Dennis was untouchable up to this
point of the season with his drop ball that
literally fell off the table.

He was called on in the seventh inning
of the final game after Smitty appeared to
tire with Westfield beginning to lose their
7-1 lead.

Unfortunately, the untouchable drop
ball was not dropping at all due to his
injury, thus allowing Bridgeton to tee off
on a straight pitch.

Even though the game and champion-
ship was lost, the memories and total
enjoyment traveling with this team will
last a lifetime, far beyond a priceless
Mastercard moment. Congratulations to
Bruce Johnson.

Neil Kamler
Westfield

At the beginning of 2005, with the
parking deck fiasco and hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in studies behind us, we
find ourselves faced with a new opportu-
nity to squander money and effort in the
EPA leaf challenge. Already two com-
ments from our leaders in the last learning
experience demonstrate the steepness of
the learning curve that they evidently
face:

“We will have to study this and look for
loopholes in the law.”

“This requires major study.”
Simple and effective solutions seem to

be ignored if they are not expensive, (i.e.
the choice not to enforce speeding laws
but to build speed humps.)

The EPA established the new guide-
lines because leaves lay in our streets for
weeks before being washed into our storm
sewers during heavy rainstorms polluting
our streams, rivers and Raritan Bay. When
this happens, the excess fertilizer and
pesticide that we apply to our lawns also
pollute our waterways, and in some cases
our basements.

The simple and cost effective solution
is not to collaborate with other towns and
mimic their decision processes, nor is it to
seek loopholes in the law.

The ecological and cost effective solu-
tion is to mulch our leaves with our

lawnmowers and leave the mulched ma-
terial in place, or instruct our lawn service
providers to do so. The benefits are nu-
merous:

Noise reduction: The blowers prob-
ably contribute to the hearing impairment
of our lawn service workers and resi-
dents, and our lovely town might just get
quiet again in the fall.

Asthma reduction: The growing prob-
lem of asthma in our children is probably
linked to the blasting of leaf mold spores
in the air by blowers.

Fertilizer pollution and cost reduction:
The mulched leaves are full of nutrients
that when returned to the soil will allow
us to reduce the expense and labor of
fertilizing our lawns.

Town cost reduction: The amount of
money spent by the town can be drasti-
cally reduced by requiring residents and
their lawn service providers to either
mulch or directly haul their leaves to the
conservation center.

Sure it requires a few more passes with
a capped mower to finely grind the leaves
to mulch, but it’s the best thing that we
can do for the health and nutrition of our
lawns, our hearing, our children with
asthma, and our town budget.

Dr. Robert Harvey
Westfield

Bernard A. Heeney, Jr.: A Man
We Were Fortunate to Know

We all are fortunate to know people we like.
Perhaps it may be in business, and not necessarily do
we share Thanksgiving dinner with them and their
family or consult on personal problems.

We may not seek them out on a daily basis, but
when we do, time spent together is always pleasant
and satisfying. This becomes a depending relation-
ship, comfortable in the background with little cog-
nizance or fanfare.

During challenging times, that person always seems
to be there, somehow. Fidelity and depth become
standard in the relationship. For the most part, things
are taken for granted and more acute relationships
seem to occupy the here and now of our thoughts.

So it’s easy to have such a person as part of your life
and little thought is given to it on a day-to-day basis.
It takes outstanding character from such a person for
this to happen.

Mr. Bernard A. Heeney, Jr., Westfield Town Clerk,
died last Friday. Now we, in reflection, remember
what an outstanding person Bernie was – and those
who knew him feel a tremendous loss.

We remember Bernie now and take from this fond
memory a commitment to cherish relationships
with others today and in the future, in the fine
manner he has taught us. And in our relationships of
today, and in the future, a little of Bernie stays with
us all.

Through It All, Bernie Heeney
Maintained Wry Sense of Humor

For more than 25 years, including the
last five as town clerk, Bernie Heeney
quietly and effectively served the people
of Westfield. He was the consummate
public servant — fair, accurate, helpful
and respectful — and to the many of us
who got to know Bernie through our
dealings with his office — he was an even
more outstanding person.

He had the rare breadth of skills to
attend at one moment to the seemingly
minor functions of his office — and in the
next, make sense of the otherwise indeci-
pherable maze of federal, state and local
requirements. Most of the work he did for
us as citizens of Westfield was behind the
scenes, and even those duties performed
in the public eye were done modestly —
but it was all done well.

Through it all, he maintained a wry
sense of humor and he never lost perspec-
tive on what was truly important. Bernie
was an astute observer, with a keen intel-
lect and for a fortunate few of us — he
would share with us those insights — and
we always were the better for it.

On occasion, he would share his
thoughts to a broader public in a letter to
the Star Ledger and once in the New York
Times. It was usually the best op-ed on the
page. He showed that it was possible to be
thoughtful, persuasive and succinct.

My deepest sympathies go to Bernie’s
wife Maryann and to his daughters and
the rest of his family.

Neil Sullivan
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tew – To hurry or work fussily
2. Loriot – The golden oriole of Europe
3. Poephagous – Grass eating
4. Poikilonymy – The mingling of

names or terms from different systems of
nomenclature

LUCIFUGOUS
1. Vague; hard to understand
2. Translucent
3. Avoiding light; nocturnal
4. Animals that contain a substance in

their blood that combine with enzymes to
produce light

GRIFFE
1. A ditch or a moat
2. A steward
3. In law, a notary or scrivener
4. The child of Negro and mulatto

SCLEROGENOUS
1. Scaly or horny
2. Becoming thick or hard
3. Filmy or sticky
4. Having many legs, such as with

centipedes
THANATOPHIDIA

1. Poisonous snakes
2. An adnormal fixation with death
3. Birds of prey, such as hawks or

falcons
4. Spiders

Town of Westfield
Appointments for 2005

The following appointments were
made on January 4, 2005 for the Town
of Westfield to fill open positions.

Council Committees
Public Safety, Transportation

&Parking Committee: Mark
Ciarrocca, Chairman; Sal Caruana,
Vice Chairman; Andy Skibitsky, and
Jim Foerst.

Finance Policy Committee: Peter
Echausse, Chairman; Larry Goldman,
Vice Chairman; Mark Ciarrocca, and
Rafael Betancourt.

Public Works Committee: JoAnn
Neylan, Chairman; Andy Skibitsky,
Vice Chairman; Peter Echausse, and
Sal Caruana.

Code Review & Town Property
Committee: Jim Foerst, Chairman;
Rafael Betancourt, Vice Chairman;
JoAnn Neylan, and Larry Goldman.

Chamber of Commerce Liaison:
JoAnn Neylan.

Union County League of Munici-
palities Liaison: Mayor Greg
McDermott.

Planning Board Liaison: James
Foerst.

******
Other Appointments

Planning Board: Matt Nilsen,
December 31, 2008; Phil Leary, De-
cember 31, 2008, Dave Hall, Alter-
nate No.1, December 31, 2006; An-
thony Attanasio, Alt. No. 2, Decem-
ber 31, 2005; Brian Power (Mayor’s
designee), December 31, 2005; Ken-
neth Marsh, Town Engineer, Decem-
ber 31, 2005.

Board of Adjustment: Lori Duffy,
December 31, 2008; Dan Clifford,
Alt. No. 1., December 31, 2006.

Special Improvement District:
David Martone, December 31, 2007;
Lee Hale, December 31, 2007; Larry
Goldman (Council Designee), De-
cember 31, 2005; Frank Arena
(Mayor’s Designee) December 31,
2005); John Morgan, (Administrator’s
Designee) December 31, 2005.

Employee Appointment: Town
Attorney, Robert Cockren, Decem-
ber 31, 2005; Christine Nugent, Mu-
nicipal Prosecutor, December 31,
2005; Public Defender, Christopher

Canada, December 31, 2005; Labor
Attorney, Frederick Danser, 3rd; Of-
ficial Newspapers, The Westfield
Leader and The Star Ledger.

Board of Health: Dr. Jean
Haymond, December 31, 2008, and
Cliff Sheehan, December 31, 2008.

Recreation Commission: James
Marvin, Chairman, December 31,
2005; Jonathan W. Jones, December
31, 2007; Debbie Judd, December 31,
2007; Robert Smith, December 2007;
Jeff O’Connor, Alternate No. 1, De-
cember 31, 2007; Councilman Rafael
Betancourt, December 31, 2005.

Historic Preservation Commis-
sion: Mark Lynch, December 31,
2006; Diana Edkins, December 31,
2008; John Ryan, December 31, 2006;
Todd Annis, December 31, 2008;
Barbara Burton, December 31, 2006;
Jody Melloan, Alt. No. 2, December
31, 2005.

Board of Architectural Review:
Craig Stock.

Tree Preservation Committee:
Greg Sabat, December 31, 2006, and
George Nelson, December 31, 2007.

Community Development Rev-
enue Sharing Committee: Larry
McDermott, December 31, 2005;
Dani Holder, December 31, 2005;
Cory Mermer, alternate, December
31, 2005.

Solid Waste Advisory Board: Jim
Aiello, delegate, December 31, 2005,
and John Salerno, December 31, 2005.

Union County Transportation
Advisory Board: John Morgan, del-
egate, December 31, 2005.

Cultural & Heritage Program
Advisory Board: Olga Vargas, del-
egate, December 31, 2005; Eugenia
Cline, alternate, December 31, 2005.

Air Traffic Advisory Board:
Jerome Feder, delegate, December
31, 2005; Rosemary Millet, Decem-
ber 31, 2005.

Memorial Library Board: Lynn
Kolterjahn, December 31, 2009; Roger
Sullivan, December 31, 2008; Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca, (Mayor’s Des-
ignee), December 31, 2005.

Local Assistance Board: Patricia
Antonelli, December 31, 2008.

Community Is Thanked
For Holiday Toy Drive
WESTFIELD – The sales associates in

Weichert Realtors’ Westfield office thank
the community for their outstanding sup-
port of the office’s annual holiday toy
drive.

Donations included games, clothing,
stuffed animals and toys from residents
and sales associates. The toys collected
were donated to help brighten the holiday
season for many underprivileged chil-
dren and families.

In addition, the office sponsored
fundraisers such as a Thanksgiving Feast,
weekly luncheons and 50/50 raffles to
raise money for the cause. These efforts
generated over $3,250, which was used to
buy toys and winter outerwear for the
children in need.

“The holiday season is about giving,”
said Harvey Tekel, branch manager. “All
of the sales associates in our office and
the members of our community worked
hard to collect toys and clothing to put
smiles on the faces of children in our area
who many not otherwise have known the
joy of opening gifts during the holidays.”

Westfield Lacrosse
Club Pledge Noted

Please note that in the front page article
of December 16 written by Ed Cooney,
the fifth paragraph listing pledges failed
to include the Westfield Lacrosse Club
which definitely pledged (to the Kehler
Stadium Turf Field Renovation).

Rich Werner
Westfield

‘Who’s Your Daddy’ TV Show
Called a New Low in Reality

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
FOX Broadcasting and copied to The
Westfield Leader.

******
As a mother of an adopted child, I am

writing you with outrage at the launch of
your new program entitled “Who’s Your
Daddy” that depicts an adopted woman in
a contest to try to guess which of eight
men is her biological father. If she guesses
correctly, she wins $100,000. If she’s
wrong, the money is awarded to the im-
postor.

It seems that reality TV, and FOX
Broadcasting in particular, has slumped
to a new low in an attempt to gain viewers.

Thus, I am compelled to write you on
behalf of my entire family and the larger
adoption community, to make you aware
that we find this show reprehensible and
sensationalizing.

Adoption is an intimate and important
process that joins a family in the same
way that biological birth does. For those
who chose to reunite with their biological
parent, this is also an intimate process.
For FOX Broadcasting to depict this pro-
cess of reunion between an adopted child
and her biological parent in such a man-
ner as found in this show is offensive.

Throwing a cash prize into this mix
while contestants attempt to intentionally
deceive this adopted individual makes
this all the more egregious. While we

recognize the appeal of reality television
and understand FOX network’s desire to
offer compelling programming, make no
mistake that such a presentation, even if
made by FOX under the guise of some
sort of social benefit, is insulting to all
members of the adoption community.

As noted by another family in their
email on this subject, we ask that you all
know that all children are a gift from God
and it is our true privilege and such an
incredible honor to be the parents of our
children, be it biological, step, or adopted.

We also ask that FOX Broadcasting
recognize the gift that we all have re-
ceived through the adoption process and
that you rethink the airing of this show.

In addition, by copy of this email to
friends and family, I am requesting that
you also email FOX with your comments,
that you boycott the show, and that you
pass this along to your friends and family.

Pam Wiaczek
Westfield
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Bernie Heeney,
Compassionate Spirit
In Work For Westfield
The group WE CARE wishes to extend

their deepest sympathies to the family
and friends of Bernie Heeney.

Over the past two years, we have got-
ten to know Bernie through his work as
the Westfield Town Clerk. Whenever WE
CARE asked for information or had ques-
tions about town issues and procedures,
Bernie always acted as what he was, a
wealth of knowledge about Westfield.
Bernie always dealt with Westfielders in
a professional, courteous, and respectful
manner.

Bernie modeled his compassionate
spirit in his work of Westfield on a daily
basis. Bernie was an excellent Town Clerk,
an asset to the community, and a friend to
many of us. We will miss his presence,
especially during town council meetings.

WE CARE will always remember him
and his sense of humor with fondness.

WE CARE
(Westfielders Concerned About

Responsible Development)

Letters to the Editor

Rahway Resident
Comments on Memory

Of Bernie Heeney
While I only met the Westfield Clerk a

few times, to obtain a copy of the
township’s Payment of Bills list, I always
admired his carefree look — one that was
a breath of fresh air when in a room of
stuffed shirts.

He obviously could light up a room
with an entrance. I know that he’s going
to be missed.

I will keep my receipt with his signa-
ture when I last visited him on December
16 of last year.

Vincent Lehotsky
Rahway
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E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
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Budgets, Expenditures and Taxes;
It’s Time For Corrective Action

Towns and school boards are putting their budgets
together while state aid figures are up in the air
because the State of New Jersey has a budget crunch.
In the past, town and school budgets were balanced
by raising property taxes, not by controlling expen-
ditures. The practice of perpetually raising property
taxes is now under considerable fire in New Jersey.
The taxpayers want change – but the special interests
are massing to keep things as they are.

With New Jersey closer than ever to making sig-
nificant changes to the state’s antiquated property
tax system, it’s important for the legislature to act
soon so that voters, the ones who actually pay the
taxes, get to decide in November whether a state
constitutional convention should be held next year.

We’ve long felt that the property tax system needs
to be fixed. There is essentially unfettered and free
access to your pocketbook by the many government
entities and special interests. At this time, there is no
way to control them. Elected officials skate from the
controversy, and they are not directly identified as
being responsible.

New Jersey has the dubious distinction of being
the home to the highest property taxes in the country.
The per capita property tax burden in the Garden
State is almost double the national average.

Two weeks ago, the Property Tax Convention Task
Force issued its recommendations to the legislature

and to Acting Governor Richard Codey on proposals
to address the state’s over-reliance on property taxes.
The task force’s report and other information are
available at www.nj.gov/convention.

We echo the feeling of the New Jersey State
League of Municipalities, which called the task
force’s recommendations ‘the most significant step
forward for property tax relief in over 30 years.’ We
also agree with that group that the fight for signifi-
cant tax relief is far from over.

While it’s expected that Assembly Majority Leader
Joseph Roberts, who has supported property tax
reform, will introduce legislation this month to imple-
ment the task force’s recommendations, there are
many forces in Trenton intent on derailing the chances
of a convention in 2006 and the opportunity for
voters this November to consider a referendum on
the matter.

Powerful unions such as the New Jersey Education
Association are already opposing the convention
and the November 2005 ballot referendum. Oppo-
nents, instead, favor convening a special legislative
session to address property tax reform, even though
legislators past and present have had the opportunity
to do just that. The legislature has done nothing to
alter the status quo.

It’s a critical moment in the battle. Let your  officials
know how you feel so they can act on your behalf.


